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PREFACE. 



IN quality of Chrjftians, we all glory 
in being difciples of Chrift : but are we 
■really his difciples ? do we confider him, 
as our Mailer ? do we ftu'dy his do£lrine?‘ 
do we endeavour to pra&ife it ? If this 
were the cafe, there Would be more vir- 
tuous chriftians than there are, and we* 
lhould be lefs apt to flatter ourfelves 
that we were of the number. The major 
part do not even confine their care for 
falvation, to the obfervance of the gofpeT 
precepts : others join to this obfervance 
external practices of piety, vocal prayers, 
/piritual reading, affifting at divine fer. 
vice, and, going to the facraments. Some 
alfo, according to their {late and con- 
dition, extend their attention to works 

of. 
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of mercy. If, however, they proceed no 
farther, they are at belt but imperfect 
chridians : this they will hardly believe, 
though there is nothing more true. 
Should they alk what more is wanting, I 
anfwer, that the mind mull be inftruCted 
in the perfection which Chrift teaches, 
and the heart mull be impreffed.with his 
fentiments ; that the tendency of the 
whole conduCl of a chriftian mult be to 
dcltroy the old man, the man of fin, and 
to fubftitute the new man, the man of 
.grace. He who is in thefe difpofitions, • 
or feriouily endeavours to acquire them, 
is entitled to glory in being a difciple of 

Chrift. 

From hence we may conclude, that, 
comparatively fpeaking, very few know 
what is neceffary to be known in order to 
be a chriftian ; that very few take proper - 
pains to obtain due information, Hot even 
imagining that they ftand in need 6f it: 
that a ftill fmaller number reduce to 
praCUce what they are acquainted with 
on that head ; and that almoft all are de- 
ficient either in knowledge or in good 

' will. 
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will. Heverthelefs' thofe whom I here 
have in view, readily agree that eternal 
falvation is their grandand only concern, 
and that a faithful obfervance of the mo- 
rality of the gofpel alone can fecure it. 
Why then are* they fo carelefs in acquir-' 
ing a juft knowledge of ! it^ knd fo remilk 
in pra&ifing it ? ' 

The drift of this work is at once to iln»’ 
ftrudt and to animate them ; to this end 
they are invited to the fchool of Chrift. Let 
them liften to the leffonsof this heavenly 
Mafter ; let them try to underftand them, 
to make a juft application of them, and 
to have them deeply engraved both on 
their mind and heart. This ftiould be 
the conftant obje& of their prayers and 
rdfledtions, and, the fcope of the whole 
tenor of their life. At this fchool, there 
is always much to be learnt ; in propor- 
tion as we advance, we difcover fome- 
thing new ; and the obligation of going 
on, increafes with the lights wc receive ^ 
for God does not beftow them without 
defign 5 he exadts from us the effedt of 
the intention with which he ‘communi- 
cates 
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2fil PREFACE. 

- cates them.; and a barren fpeeiilation. 
qould but render us more guilty. It is 
doubtlefs a great evil to abfent from the 
fejiool of Cbrift j but it is a much greater 
to frequent it, and not profit by it. Let 
u^liden, in the firft place, to his prefiing 
invitations tq come to him, and to the- 
reafons which ftiould induce us to lifteo 
to him. 
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THE PUBLISHER TO THE READER. 
■ 

TO fuch as sure acquainted with die An* 
thor of this Work, now rcfident in England, 
his name is a fuf&cient voucher for its excel* 
kncy and utility And thofe who have atten- 
tively read his Morality of $t* AugufBm, and 
his Characters of Root Devotion, publiihed in 
England and in Iceland, muft be convinced of 
i$s value i as it is not inferior in fpirit and in 
ftyle to them two much-efteemed Works, and 
others, which the fame Author has written 
and publiihed in France. Neverthelefs, the 
Tranflator, though K* hod Wen accurate in 

his tranflation of the above two works, not 
content with his own private opinion, com* 
mitted the prefent Work to the examination of 
feme Divines of this city, who having read it, 
highly approved it, and urged; its publication. 
It may not be improper to infer* We the tt£* 
timony of one of them, commiffioned by. the 
Moft Rev. Doftor Tup*, to examine it. 

Mr z—d, 

I hove perufrd tinth attention apd great Jatis* 
faction, the Manufeript fifed the, &CHQQI a# 
Christ, vtfob your & * ^rnt tkebomur 

to fend me, and Pttith l W I eouU 

difcqvpr nothing in it eetitoofy H ifa Otthodm 

. Faith, 
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TO THt READER.- 



Faith , or found morality . Work, in my humble 

opinion , appears to he a valuable production) fui table 
to the prefent degenerate age ; and well calculated 
to confound the pride of modern Phikfophers - to 
revive the piety of the primitive Chriflians ; to 
efiabli/b virtue on a folid bafts / . and to combat vice 
in its poifonsus fource. For thefe reafons / Jincerely 
nvijh , that the falutary documents and heavenly 
leffons , with which it is replete, may be fpeedsly 
communicated to the public . With thefe ferit 'tnuHtSy 
and with the tnoft profound refpeft, 

I remain , &c. 

\ 

The Trail flat ur, fium hia xcfidiug in the 
country and his habitual infirmities, could not 
attend to the publication of this excellent 
Work ; he therefore recommended if to a friend 
to fee it puWifhed: but he having foon after 
departed this life,' and h>s friend, from various 
caufes, being for fome months prevented from 
complying with the TranflatbrY defire, cau fed a 
regretted delay of the publication. But He now 
at length offers it for the benefit of the public ; 
with firm hope, that it will advance the vir- 
tuous in the observance of God’s law, and in 

N 

the ways to Chriftian Perfeftior^; and reclaim 
fome others, who have ftrayed from them, to 
wander in the now lamentably much-widened 
road of eternal’ perdition ; and thus promote, 
the glory of his Divine Majefty. 
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IHYITATIOH OB CHRIST TO COME TO Hit 
SCHOOL. 

Come to me , all you that labour and are burdened , 
mnd I will refrejh you *. Thefe are thy words, 
O my Saviour, and to whom do’fl thou dired 
theip ? To all thofe who are happy enough to 
acknowledge thee for their Lord and their 
God. Thou wouldft alfo direct them unex- 
ceptionably to all mankind, if they did but 
know thee *, for fuffering, fmce the fall of our 
firft parents, is become the lot of man. As 
foon as we attain to reflection, we experience 
our condemnation to forrow, we become bur- 
denfome to ourfelves, and our utmoft endea- 
vours cannot alleviate the weight. In vain do 
we feek for relief from the obje&s that fur- 
round us ; in thee alone, O my God, is that 
relief to be found. 

b Such 

• Matth, xi. at. 
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v Such is the condition of man, and of every 
man ; that man is miftaken who thinks himfelf 
happy : he cannot ferioufly reflect on himfelf 
without being convinced to the contrary. A 
detail of his evils would be vain, becaufe it is 
endlefs : every age, rank, and condition, have 
their fufferings, every day brings on frefli for- 
tows, and exclufive of thofe which come from 
external ranks, our own imagination, pur na- 
tural character, our pafBons and heart are in- ( 
exhauftible fources of them. 

How much are thofe to be pitied, O my 
Saviour, who from want of the knowledge of 
thee, cannot recur to thee for relief In their 
afflictions ! They XufFer without mitigation, 
comfort, or reward ; and all their efforts to 
extricate themfelves from pain, become addi- 
tional burdens. Vain and haughty philofophy, 
deceitful human reafon, thou never haft cured 
any one of our maladies, nor healed any one of 
our wounds ! We are induftrious in forming 
f our own torment, but are deftituteof the means 
of acquiring peace. 

But how much more are thofe to be pitied 
who know thee, and' yet rejeCt thy gracious 
invitation! Alas, this is my cafe : I groan and 
languifh in forrow, I am heavily, laden, andin- 
ftead of feeking for eafe from thee, I repine, 

. I murmur, I complain of thy providence $ I 
apply to creatures for relief, but all my endea- 
vours 
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Tours are vain, they are all as weak, as wretched 
as myfelf. O my Saviour, it is high time for 
me to give ear to thy fweet invitation. As I 
bear the title of being thy difciple, and even 
glory in it, it is high time for me to fulfil the 
duties it impofes, and affiduoufly to attend to 
my heavenly matter. I am fick, and my fick- 
nefs is perhaps an inveterate one, but thou art 
my phyfician, I need only {hew myfelf to thee, 
with one word thou canft heal me, and thou 
calleft and attra&eft me to thee that thou 
mayeft pronounce it. 

Who, befides a God-Man, could unite fo 
much power with fo much charity ? Who elfe 
could promife a ready and fovereign remedy 
for all the evils that afflift human nature? 
Neither thy prophets, nor thy apoftles, nor any 
of thy faints were ever fo prefumptuous. They 
were men like us, fubje£l to the fame miferies, 
and they funk, as we do, under the weight 
of their exiftence. One of them exclaimed: 
Unhappy man that I am , who Jhall deliver me 
from the body of this death ? The grace of God 
through Jefus Chri/l our Lord*, They all ac- 
knowledged thee to be the author of their 
cure : and thou art not lefs bounteous nor lefs 
mighty towards me, than thou wert towards 
them. 

B 2 But, 

* Rom. vii, 34* 25. 
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But, mo# gracious Saviour, allow me to 
aflc in what manner thou refrefheft diofe who 
come to thee ? Doft thou remove their pains, 
doft thou free them from all burden ? And 
yet thy faints fuffered, and even proportionably 
more than others. In what fenfe therefore is 
it true that thou did# refrefh them ? From 
every quarter I learn, that the life of a chriftian 
is a life of croffes and affli&ions ; this thou re- 
flate# in every page of thy gofpel, and thy- 
felf, our only model, throughout thy whole 
life, didlt carry a heavier crofs than that of all 
the faints put together. How then, and by 
what hidden means doeft thou affuage thofe 
fufferings which thou would# have us endure ? 
I think I underftand it. There ( are fufferings 
which thou entirely remove#, and they are 
the keeneft ; I mean the remorfes of a racked 
confcience, and the tyranny of our paffions. 
Thy grace alfo frees us totally from the load 
of ohr fins, and from the fe verity of thy judg- 
ments, which they have deferred. As to our 
other fufferings, whether they proceed from 
exterior caufes, or from our own imperfeftions ; 
thou gradually mitigate# the relu&ance which 
they occafion in a heart that is docile to thy 
grace ; thou teacheft our will a due fubmiffion 
to them, thou even infpireft us with a love for 
them 5 thou tempereft them with' heavenly con- 
solations, and caufeft them to be fwallowed up 

. im 
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in torrents of ineffable delights thus do they 
ceafe to be fufferings to one who is fubmiffive, 
flrengthened, comforted, and abundantly re- 
paid, through his love for thee, and thine for 
him, for all that he fuffers for thee. This thy 
apoftle teftifies, when he fays, lam filled with 
comfort , I exceedingly abound •with joy in all our 
tribulation *. 

If I have not as yet experienced this happi- 
nefs, if my troubles till now have feemed in- 
fupportable, if I have added to my guilt, with- 
out alleviating my pains, I have no one to 
blame but myfelf ; from this moment I refolve 
to put an end to my mifery as well as to my 
fin ; I come to thee more criminal than wretch- 
ed, in full confidence of obtaining pardon of 
my fins, and relief in my diftrefles. I have 
been, till now, my own greateft enemy ; and 
fince a ray of thy light begins to dawn upon 
me, I am determined to follow it, whitherfoever 
it fliall diredl me. Who can prevent me ? for 
thou hall faid ; They that are in health need not a 
pbyfictan, but they that are ill ; — for I am not comi 
to call the jufi^ but finnersf . 

* a Cor. vii. 4. f Matth. ix; la, l& 
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JESUS CHRIST IS OUR ONLY MASTER* 

One is your maficr, Chrijl # . This thou haft, 
pronounced, and thy heavenly Father has com- 
manded us all to liften to thee. Matter of our 
reafon, thou alone enlightened every man that 
cometh into this world. Matter of our heart, 
thou alone purified and ruleft its affe&ions \ a 
matter infinitely wife, thy lcffons are within 
the reach of thy fcholars, and bear a propor- 
tion with their underftanding ; thou gaineft 
and captivated them with thy charms and in- 
fpirations $ thou art a fafe and an infallible 
matter, in whom we can place an unbounded 
confidence, for thou canft not deceive ; thou 
only teacheft what is beneficial, and even indif- 
penfible, and what folely tends to promote our 
happinefs ; thou fpeakeft to the heart without 
the ufe of words, and required of us no more 
than a willingnefs to be taught \ in an inftant 
thy lefions have effeft, and lay the moft folid 
foundation of peace and felicity \ thou art 
always prefent, and ready to. inftruft us, as often 
as we are willing to liften to thee : thou feeft 
all things* thou admoniflbeft in every thing, thou 
correfteft whatever is defe&ive ; thou perfefteft 
every thing ; thou encourageft our weakeft en- 
deavours, thou approved what is commendable, 

and 

* Matth. xxitt. io. 
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and only reproveft to excite us to better deeds ; 

. thou makeft our fatisfa&ion thy own concern, 
which thou unrelentingly purfueft, until it is 
accomplifhed ; requiring no more on our part 
than a fimple and faithful co-operation : thou 
manageft our wills with equal fweetnefs and 
efficacy, and carefully preferveft the ufe of our 
Kberty ; thou infpireft us with the will of doing 
what thou commanded, and prepared us 
through love to the obedience we owe tt> 
thee. Thou art, moreover, a mader who haft 
fir ft praftifed the do&rine which thou earned 
to teach us *, thy life is our model*; thou haft 
firft walked in the path, in which thou 
would ft have us follow; thus leaving us* 
no room to juftify our remiffnefs. In fhort, 
thou art a mader and a judge infinitely juft* 
and equally magnificent in rewarding our good 
deeds, which thou valueft according to the pu- 
rity, the tiprightnefs, and the excellence of the; 
motives that actuate us, before whom an earned 
defire is equivalent to its effect, an effort equi- 
valent to fuccefs, and a defign equivalent to 
the execution, if we can go no farther. 

Such is the matter, or to fpeak with one of 
thy prophets, fuch is the guide and preceptor- 
which God has given me in thy adorable perfon* 

... And to be in a manner on a level with thy dif- 
ciples, thou haft vouchfafed to become man, 
and exclusive of fin, thou haft chofen to re- 
ferable 
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femble them m every thing elfe. Does not fo 
affable and condefcending a Matter, whofe love 
for us has infinitely abafed him beneath his 
own dignity, who only (hews himfelf as man* 
the more eafily to draw us to God, deferve to 
be liftened to, obeyed, and followed? And 
what an excefs of blindnefs and folly would 
it be, to flight or reje£t him; to cenfure his 
leflons, or interpret them at pleafure ; and, 
for the regulation of my condu&, to choofe 
only fuch as are the mod commodious. This, 
however, is exa&ly the lint which I have hi- 
therto purfued ; my faith reproaches me, and 
my confcience condemns me. Where is he to 
be found, who in this refpeft docs not feel 
guilty ! And if the greateft faints did not 
think themfelves innocent, (hall I, a (inner, a 
flothful, tepid and diflipated chriftian, I who 
have never thought of ftudying the do&rine of 
my Divine Matter, much lefs of iittening to 
him in my interiour ; I who have turned a deaf 
ear to his inftru&ions, and have habitually re- 
fitted hi3 infpirations •, I to whom my corrupt 
nature, my fenfes, a perverfe world, my own 
felf-opinion and will, have been my only 
matters, can I remain compofed, and think my- 
felf free from blame ? How great would be 
my illufion did I admit of fuch a thought ! 

O Lord grant me grace henceforward to ftyle 
thee my matter with as much truth and effii- 

fiott 
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fion of heatt as Magdalene did. Infpire me 
with an ardent defire of liftening to thee ; let 
my mind be taken up with the meditation o£ 
thy gofpel ; let the light it contains Ihine upon 
me, and keep my heart cbnftantly attentive to 
thy inward leflbns. Grant me due refpeft for 
the minifters of thy word, who teach me in 
thy name ; and may I fovereigniy defpife all 
thofe profane doftors who combat thy maxims 
with the maxims of that world which thou halt 
condemned and excluded from thy prayer. My 
prefent intention is to take no ftep of myfelf 
in the work of my falvation ; ; I mean to con- 
fult and obey thee in every thing, and faith* 
fully to prattife all the lefTons thou (halt be 
plea fed to read to me, either for the amend- 
ment of my faults, or for the acquiring of thofe 
virtues which thou earned to teach. But thou 
mull aflift my weaknefs. The more elevated/ 
my defign is, the more do I feel unable to exe- 
cute it. With thy grace I can do all. But 
ftill I fhall fall •, 1 expefl no other ; yet T hope 
lefs frequently, and alfo lefs heavily •, I will 
humble myfelf when faulty, and will try to 
amend ; at leaft the fincerity of my will, and 
the affiduity of my endeavours, will in fome 
degree be a proof, that I do not glory in vain 
in being thy difciple. 

B 3 JESUS 
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JESUS CHRIST, THE WAT, THE TRUTH, A NO 
THE LIFE. 

Thou haft faid, 1 am the way> and the truth % 
and the life*. How profound and extenfive is 
the meaning of thefe words ! Grant me a due 
underftanding of them. 

Before thy coming into the world, all man- 
kind, exclufive of one nation, being made over 
to the corruption of their heart, were bewil- 
dered in their own ways ; at every ftep they 
wandered more and more from the truth, and 
the errors which beguiled them, plunged them 
into eternal death. They were buried in ido- 
latry, in falfe fyftems of philofophy, and wal- 
lowed in innumerable vices. On appearing 
upon the earth, thou announcedeft thyfelf both 
by thy words and aftions both as legiflator and 
doftor to men, as being thyfelf the way in 
which they were to walk, and the only rule 
which they were to follow. Thou haft fpoken 
with an authority which belonged only to a 
God made man. Thou haft aflerted thy divi- 
nity by numberlefs confpicuous miracles, and 
wonderful prediGions which have been accom- 
pliftied. Thou haft diflipated the clouds of 
error and falfehood, by Chewing to mankind, 
in. thy divine perfon, the eternal, the eftential 

truth, 

• Join, xiv. 6. * 
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truth, the only truth which it was their great 
intereft to be acquainted with, that truth from 
which all other truths flow, and in which they 
are all refoked. .Through thy grace thou halt 
brought their fouls to the true life, which is* 
no other than thyfelfj and which they cannot 
pofiefs but through an union with thee. 

The happinefs of the fonl is its life, as its 
mifery is its death ; the pofleflion of the fbve- 
reign good,, is its happinefs, as the privation of 
this fovereign good, is its mifery. As thou: 
art God, thou art therefore the fovereign good* 
and the happinefs and the life of the foul : and 
as there is nothing real nor true but that which 
is good, fo the fovereign good is Sovereignly 
true. That which is evih has no exiftence of: 
itfelf, it is nothing more than the abfence of 
that which is good where it ought to be founds 
Error and falfehood belong to that which is 
evil, as truth and reality appertain to that 
which is good. As God, and as the fovereign; 
good, thou art therefore the fovereign truth, 
the fource as well as the term of all truth. We 
are all in fearch of this truth and wifli to find 
it, becaufe we defire and feek for happinefs, 
which is no where to be found but in truth*. 
But we are ignorant of the way that leads to 
both the one and the other. And we fhould 
ftill be in ignorance, hadft thou not become 
man,, and taught us by thy doftrke, by thy. 

example* 
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example, by thy lights and inspirations wHicfi 
thou haft beftowed upon us, the way that leads 
to the truth and to the life, that is, to the eter- 
nal pofleffion of thy divinity. We therefore 
owe all we poflefs to thy holy humanity, with- 
out which, error and real death, the death of 
the foul, would have been our lot for ever. 

O my Saviour, is fo great a bleffing to become 
ufelefs to me, and inftead of promoting my 
happinefs, is it to be a caufe of my ruin, either 
from a negle£t or an abufe of it ? If thou 
art the way, if we cannot go to the Father and 
obtain his heavenly kingdom but through thee, 
why have I not begun to, walk in that way, by 
following thy inftru&ions and examples, and 
correfponding with thy ‘graces j or if I have 
ever walked in it, why have I deviated from it ? 
Why have I followed thee with fo much re- 
miflhefs and relu&ance, as if I had been 
dragged to it by an external impulfe ? Why 
do I it op fhort, or repeatedly ftumble in the 
way ? If thou art the truth, how comes it 
that my heart that is made for the truth, that 
only efteems and wiflies for the truth, does not 
ardently embrace thee,. and infeparably adhere 
to thee ? If thou art the life, if my foul can- 
not be in peace, joy or happinefs, but through 
thee and in thee, how comes it that I do not 
inctflantly apply to that fountain of life ? Why 
do I delight to dwell in the region of death ? 

. Why 
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Why do I choofe to try to draw food from 
myfelf or any created objed, though expe- 
rience convinces me that nothing befides thee 
can either fatiate or refreih me ? 

Heavenly Jefus, be unto me in future, my 
only way. Grant me to know thee, to ftudy 
thee, to walk indefatigably in thy footfteps, to 
pra&ife thy laws and form myfelf upon thy 
virtues. Sufier not this my prayer to be vague 
and ineffedual ; fuffer it not to be incefiantly 
interrupted, and as often returned ; a prayer 
of that kind would only fhew the weaknefs 
and inconftancy of my will. > 

Heavenly Jefus, be thpu my light and my 
truth, give me a clear knowledge that what- 
ever is not thee, is error and darknefs ; that I 
myfelf am a compound of illufion and blind- 
nefe, and that my own felf-opinion is my 
greateft enemy. Teach me to cherilh that 
pure truth that is unmixed with any fhade of 
error; that truth that knows neither flattery 
nor difguife ; that truth that throws a light on 
my confcience with refped to my duties, and 
reproaches me with the tranfgreffion of even 
the fmalleft of them. Thy tribunal, t> eternal 
Truth, is in my heart; there thou inftrudeft, 
redifyeft, approveft and condemneft me. There 
alfo do I mean to liften to thee, to confult 
thee, to take thee for the invariable rule of all 
my opinions, words and adions. O truth, 

how 
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how wretched fhould I be, did I become thy 
enemy! How wretched fhould I be did I try 
to bend thee to my own inclinations ! How 
wretched fhould I be did I turn from thee after 
having once acknowledged thee. Whatever is 
within me tends to feduce and vitiate that ori- 
ginal reftitude which came from thee; On all 
fides am I furrounded with fnares, with thofe 
of the flefh and its allurements, with thofe of 
worldlings and their perverfe maxims, with 
thofe of the father of lies, and his evil fug- 
geftions. Teach me, O Lord, to guard againfl 
their contagion, and never to deviate from the: 
path of truth. 

Heavenly Jefus, be thou the life of my foul r 
may it live only through thee, as my body lives 
through it. Prefide thou over all its motions, 
fentiments and refolutioos. J3e thou, not only 
the objeft, but alfothe principle of its thoughts, 
wifhfcs and aftions. I make over to thee all 
its faculties, that thou mayeft animate them, 
govern them, and prevent them from ever a&ing 
bit under the dire&ion of thy grace. When 
thou fhalt become its fpring of aftion and its 
only mover, then I fhall truly live j which life, 
if I preferve.upon earth, always in apprehen- 
fion and in danger of lofing it, I fhall be put 
in a calm, fafe and unalterable pofleflion of it 
in eternity. Amen* 

JESUS 
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JESUS AT THE DOOR OF OUR HEART. 

BEHOLD , I Jland at the gate , and knock, if any 
man Jhall hear my voice and open 4o me the door? I 
i will come in to him , and will /up with him, and 
he with me. * Thus haft thou expreffed thyfelf 
in the revelation thou haft made to thy favour- 
ite difciple. Of all the words thou haft ut> 
tered, I know none that are more affable, gra- 
cious and afleftionate. Is it poffible that a 
God (hould make ufe of fuch expreffions in 
behalf of his creatures ? A language like this 
from a prince to his iubje£fc would fill us with 
aftoniflunent \ we Ihould think it a degradation 
of majefty. But God, who is infinite in love 
and condefcenfion, knows how far he may 
abafe himfelf to men, without diiparagement 
to his grandeur. Not only are thefe the words 
of Chrift, but he fulfils them daily, notwith- 
ftanding the infenfibility and obftinacy of our 
hearts. O Lord, refufe me not the meaning 
of thefe heavenly words ; refufe me not a 
relilh for them ; but more efpecially give me 
fome idea of the fentiment with which thy 
heart has pronounced them, and ceafes not to 
put them in execution. 

It is then true, (inner as I am, or rather 
becaufe I am a (inner, that thou, who art holi- 
jaefs itfelf, and infinitely abominated fin, but 

\ art 

Ap. iii, 30, 
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art all compaffion for finners ; it is true, I f hyy 
that when by my offences I have banifhed thee 
from my heart and brought myfetf to a ftate of 
death and damnation, thou ailiduoufly {landed 
at the dooT of my heart, where by remorfes* 
pious thoughts and holy infpirations, thou 
knocked in order to gain admiffion. This 
goodnefs is incomprehenfible ; but the info* 
lence with which I rejeft thee and refufe thee 
admittance, is fliil more incomprehenfible* 
Great King of Glory, is it poflible that a bafe 
Have fhould treat thee in this manner, and that 
thou fhouldft expofe thyfelf to fuch indignities ? 
That he fhould drive thee from his heart, after 
thou haft vouchfafed to dwell in it, is alone a 
heinoui affront which he offers to thee : but, 
that after he has driven thee away, he fhould 
refill thy advances and felicitations ; that he 
Should fuffer thee repeatedly and for years to 
knock for admittance without his being willing 
to grant it ; that thou fhouldft go in fearch of 
him, and that he fhould obftinately and deli- 
berately perfift in reje&ing thee 5 that thou 
notwithftauding fhouldft not tire, that thou 
ftiouldft continue to knock, that thou fhouldft 
afk it as a favour that he would allow thee to 
enter again, that thou fhouldft wait with an 
invincible patience until he grants thy requeft, 
is a manner of a&ing both on thy part and on 
.Jus, which cannot be comprehended. Ah ! 

‘what 
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*hat mighty intercft then engages thee in the 
purfuit of this rebellious and obdurate heart ? 
Is thy bappinefs annexed to the pofleffion of 
it? ot rather does not thy glory feem to re- 
quire that thou ihouldil return contempt for 
contempt ? 

And thou, (inner, didft thou feel the lofs 
thou haft fuftained, by baniftiing thy Saviour 
and thy God ; didft thou fee thy poverty, thy 
nakednefs, thy deplorable ftate ; {houldft thou 
not run after him, call him back, and engage 
him by every means to return ? Thou doft not 
do it, thou even canft not do it, without the 
help of his grace ; but that is not wanting to 
thee, and thy crime confifts in reje&ing its 
impulfe. 

How wretched fhould I be, O my God, if 
covered with confufion at the fight of my long 
refiftance, if moved at thy goodnefs in coming 
to me, in feeking me, in waiting for me, in 
fupporting my refufals, I did not at laft open 
to thee the door of my heart, where thou haft 
fo long been knocking 1 

If any man Jhall hear my voice, and open to me 
the door , I will come in to him , and will fup with 
him , and he with me • Jt is not to fhew me a 
coolnefs, it is not to upbraid me or to punifli 
my ingratitude that thou wifheft to refume thy 
former ftation in my heart ; it. is to reftore me 
to thy favour, and load me with cardies, it is 
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to make me tafte the pureft delights, It is to 
treat me with the greateft familiarity, and with 
a kind of equality. * But what a feaft, O my 
Saviour, what exquifite meats doll, thou fet 
before a finner who confents to admit thee 
again ! With what viand doft thou fate him, 
with what wine doft thou inebriate him ! With 
the fame viand, with the fame wine with 
which thy facred humanity is fed^ at thy 
Heavenly Father’s table. This Magdalene, 
Auftin and many other converted finners have 
experienced, and why may I not be of the 
number ? It depends upon me ; thou art rich 
in mercy to all thofe who invoke thee, and 
return to thee with fincerity of heart. 

But, O Lord, if fuch be thy goodnefs to- 
wards penitent finners, what muft it be towards 
the righteous who have never forfaken thee ? 
Ah ! the brother of the prodigal grew envious 
at the reception which his father gave him, 
he was jealous, and even indignant at it. But 
he had no caufe. My fon, faid the good father, 
thou art always with me> and all I have rs thine* 
If the confolations which God beftows upon 
finners on their return to him, be more lively 
and fenfible j thofe which he imparts to chafte 
and innocent fouls are more pure, fweet and 
intimate. The very trials which thofe innocent 
fo Is experience, are turned into favours, which 

they 

* Luke xv. 3r_ 
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they prefer to the mod endearing carefles* 
Let us be lilent on the graces which Jefus 
grants to his deareft friends ; he treats them as 
he has been treated by his Father, he, who is 
die beloved Son, the obje& of his eternal com- 
placency. 

O Lord, if it be pleafing to thee to be with 
me, may it not be lefs fo x to me to be with 
thee. Never permit me to banifh thee from 
my heart ; and fhould I ever be fo unfortunate, 
may I fpeedily repair my lofs, may I make thee 
due fatisfa&ion by my eagemefs in calling thee 
back and receiving thee again. Teach me not 
only to retain thee in my foul, but alfo to 
render the abode more and more agreeable, and 
to lodge thee in its mod intimate affections : 
teach me to purify it from whatever in the 
leaft can difpleafe thee, and to adorn with every 
virtue a place which thou honoured with thy 
prefence. 

■ ■- 

THE CHARACTER OF THE SHEEP OF CHRIST. 

Thou art the good fhepherd, who giveft thy 
life for thy fheep 5 who feedeft them with thy 
body and thy blood ; who incorporated them 
with thyfelf, fo as to be their head, and they 
thy members. Thofe fheep, which thy father 
has given thee, and which no one fhall fnatch 

out 
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put of thy hand, have a diftinguifting chara£tec 
by which I may eafily difcern whether I belong 
to thy flock. My peep, doft thou fay, hear my 
voice and follow me . I know mine , and mine 
know me, as the Father knoweth me, and I know 
the Father.* 

My foul, doft thou underftand this properly ? 
The flieep of Jefus Chrift are the ele£t whom 
the Father has given to his Son, whom the Son 
has purchafed with his blood, who never will 
be loft, and will (hare in his eternal felicity. 
Art thou or art thou not of the number of his 
' flieep ? This is what it fovereignly behoves 
thee to know. Chrift himfelf points out to 
thee the mark by which thou mayeft be allured 
of it. As long as thou retaineft that mark, 
thou haft nothing to fear; and if during this 
mortal life, thou wert not liable to be deceived 
by thy felf-love, thou mighteft havft certain 
proofs of thy falvation. Doft thou acknow- 
ledge Jefus Chrift for thy Ihepherd £ Art thou 
attentive to his voice ? Doft thou follow him 
where foe ver he leads thee ? And fhouldft thou 
chance at any time in the leaft to ftray, doft 
thoiLreturn at the firft fignal, and range thyfelf 
under his crook ? If fo, continue in thy obe- 
dience, and it will be crowned. 

But, in the firft place, do not miftake the , 
illufions of thy heart for the voice of Jefus 

Chrift* 

* Joan. x. %. 4. 1 5. 
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Chrift, as the proud heretic does, who, being 
feparated from the church, pretends to fee 
infpirations of the fpirit of light, in the mani- 
fell feduftions of the fpirit of darknefs ; nor 
fye thou like too many felf-conceited fouls, who 
obftinate in theip notions, imagine that Chrift 
leads them, whilft they lead themfclves, and 
thus are milled by their felf-loye. Whofoever 
ranks on the fide which the church has con- 
demned, whofoever even in the church leans 
too much on his own opinion in the concern 
of his falvation, as well as of his perfe&ion, 
deviates from the charafter of the iheep of 
Chrift, proportionably to his prefumption, and 
hazards his happinefs according to the impor- 
tance of the objects in which his own judgment 
is his rule. 

In the fecond place, even fuppofing in thyfelf 
that docility which is eflential, thou ftill 
muft be careful not to withdraw* thyfelf in’ the 
leaft article that is the will of thy heavenly 
guide. Thou muft not fay ; this is not of con- 
fequence ; in this I may refufe obedience, „ 
without endangering my falvation. Who knows 
that what may feem inconfiderable, will not 
prove fatal in them ? Great misfortunes origi- 
nate from afar; mortal difeafes often come 
from caufes that at firft feemed flight and 
trivial. Do not therefore habituate thyfelf to 
turn a deaf ear, even in the fmalleft trifles. 

/ - If 
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If on fuch occafions, in contempt of thy {hep** 
herd, thou followeft thy own will, thou wilt 
be foon tempted to follow it on more important 
occafions, and thou wilt yield to the temptation. 
Chrift does not fay, that his fheep make 
diftindHon of voices ; that they liften to his 
voice in points that are eflential, but negledl it in 
others. He does not fay, they confine them- 
felves to the rigour of the precept, and to what 
they cannot tranfgrefs without imminent danger 
of perdition ; a difppGtion of this kind is in- 
finitely pernicious, and he who deliberately 
perfifts in it, has no reafon to flatter himfelf 
that he belongs to Chrift. To belong to him, 
we muft be determined at all times to liften to 
him in every thing, we muft follow him where- 
ever he condu&s, and keep as clofe to him as 
poflible. 

Is this the principle of my condudfc ? If 
not, I have no moral afiurance that I am one 
of my Saviour’s fheep ; and as long as I am 
deftitute -of this comfortable aflurance, what 
peace can I enjoy upon earth ? It can only be 
a falfe and illufory peace. Pardon, O, Lord, 
pardon what is paft. From this moment I re- 
folve to be one of thy fheep, and put on the 
chara&er of one. It fhall be my firft rule, 
and molt indifpenfable duty to be attentive to 
thy voice, and faithful in following it. Speak 
to me, O Lord, it no longer will be in vain 

that* 
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that thou doll, for thy fervant hears thee ; he 
is Teady to obey thee, without making any dif- 
tin&ion between great and little things, be- 
tween an abfolute commandment, and the 
fmalleft indication of thy holy will. O my 
good Shepherd, infpire me through thy grace 
with this refolution, render me faithful in per- 
fifting in it, and in increafing it. Heavenly 
Matter, behold my foul is open to thy leffons $ 
grant that I may underftand, that I may reliih 
and pra&ife them* 



FIRST 



Digitized by 




SCHOOL 0* CHRIST* 






FIRST LESSON. 

ON DOING PENANCE. 

'Do penance, for the kingdom of heaven is at 
hand *. With this didft thou begin thy preach* 
ing. John, thy precurfor, had alfo begun his 
million with the fame words. Thou didft find 
nothing but finners even in that nation which 
God had chofen for himfelf, which he had fe- 
parated from all the reft, which he governed 
by his law, which he had made the depofitory 
of his promifes, and which expe&ed thee as 
its deliverers and amongft thofe finners the 
moft guilty and the moft incorrigible, were 
thofe who falfly flattered themfelves that they 
were righteous. If thou wert in thefe days to 
appear among chriftians, what wouldft thou 
find ? Sinners of every age and condition, and 
even in the moft holy profeffions ; proud Pha- 
rifees and deluded devotees, full of felf-efteem, ' 
and of contempt for their neighbours. And 
what elfe couldft thou announce to them but 
penance ? 

But what is penance ? A change of heart, 
that brings on a change of life.. A deteftation 
and an expiation of the paft, followed by an 
amendment for the future. This change of 

heart 

* Math, it. if. 
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heart is ftyled converfion, becaufe the foul 
that before was turned towards fenfible-obje&s, 
turns itfelf entirely towards God, and adheres 
•folely to him ; every thing elfe is the fequel of 
this converfion, when it is fincere and du- 
rable. 

The firft lefTon, then, that thou readeft to ma^ii 
is that he fhould enter into himfelf by ferious rq- 
flexions ; that he fhould difeover the more or 
lefs unhappy ftate he is in ; that he fhou\4 
humble himfelf and deplore his htuation ; that 
he (hould recur to thy mercy with a bitter re- 
gret for having offended thee ; that he ihould 
return to thy favour through the means which 
thou offered him, and fhould fatisfy thy juftic^, 
which does not pardon the guilty, but as they 
,are unwilling to fpare themfelves. 

But, O my God, to whom is not this lefTon 
neceffary ? Who does not ftand in need of 
converfion ? Some have to return to the ftate 
of grace from that of fin ; others from the 
ftate of tepidity to that of fervour; there are 
fome who have ftill to acquire a knowledge of 
the extent of their duties, which till now they 
have tranfgrefied almoft without fcruple ; others 
again have to join to their exteriour devotion, 
the only one whichthey have hitherto pra&ifecf, 
that which is interiour, which is the foul of 
the other, and without which the other is but 
a fource of fuperftition, illufion, ftubbornnefs, 
c and 
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and caprice, the nutriture of felf-love and df 
pride, which corre&s no faults, nor even the 
moll dangerous vices. How rare are thofe 
chriftians, even among thofe who profefs a pe- 
culiar holinefs, who may not be ranked in fome 
one of thefe claffes ? If I examine myfetf 
narrowly, I fliall foon find out to which .clafs I 
belong. 

I therefore mult reform and do penance. If 
I am a finner, I mult deteft and acknowledge 
my fins*, bitter as the medicine may be, I muft 
take it ; I muft atone for paft offences, by the 
humbling and painful fatisfa£Uons, which (hall 
be enjoined me ; I muft refolutely break through 
thofe chains that hold me captive, and become 
quite free j I muft take proper meafures to 
avoid every oecafion of a relapfe, and of opening 
my wourids anew *, I muft faithfully -and con- 
ftantly follow every falutary advice, and accept 
-every remedy, that (hall be prefcribed for my 
cure. Should I not do as much for the health 
of my foul, as I -do for that of my body ? Can 
I be fo blind as to fet a greater value on a pe- 
riftiable life, which, in fpite of all my pfecaiir 
lions, I may be deprived of at every inftant, than 
on a life that is fpkitual, and is a certain pledge 
of a happy immortality, which it is in my 
power to acquire and preferve, and which l 
cannot lofe, unlefs I am willing to lofe it# 
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If I am tepid, I mult examine into the 
caufes of my tepidity; I muft,refle£l on the 
danger of that unhappy ftate, and on the ex- 
treme difficulty of quitting it, if in the leaft 
habitual ; I muft ponder the evident rifk L run 
of forming an erroneous conscience, of be- 
coming blind and obdurate, and through nay 
bad difpofition, of rendering the facraments and 
all other means of falvation ufelefs and unpro- 
fitable. I muft reflet on the fatal confequence 
of obftinately refilling die holy fpirit, on die 
privation of all fpecial graces which are no 
ways due to flothful and carelefs Servants ; on 
the flow but progrcflive coolnefs, and, perhaps, 
at hSi the irremediable lofs of his friendfhip ; 
os my extreme weaknefs in delicate occafions, 
and in violent temptations ; in a word, I muft 
dread the imminent danger I am in of falling 
into mortal fin, and the moral' impoffibility 
there is of rifing again from it. I muft alfo 
bring into confideration every m.otiye that is 
capable of animating me to fervour; I muft 
think on the graces which I formerly received, 
on the happinefs I enjoyed when faithful in 
God's Service ; on the holineSs of my profeffiod 
and of my engagements ; on the good example 
that is fet me by others, and on that which I 
owe to them; in fhprt, I muft take in every 
general and particular confideration that can 
make impreffion qn my heart, and rekindle in 
c 2 it 



Digitized by, Google 




it /SCHOOL OF CHRIST. 

it the love of God : I nuift take every refolution 
that is neceffary for a folid and total reform, 
and ufe fuch means as may fecure fuccefs. 
What a number of things mult be done to re- 
cover from this languid ftate, which, of all the 
maladies of the foul, is perhaps the mo ft incu- 
rable? And among thofe who labour under it, 
how few are there who obtain a radical cure ; 
becaufe in one fenfe they are lefs fincere in their 
endeavours towards a reform, than great finners 
are to bring about their converfion ; and becaufe 
they are lefs fenfible of their unhappy (ituation. 

If the ignorance of the duties annexed 
to my ftate of life, be the caufe of my fail- 
ings; an ignorance which is much more 
common than can well be imagined, I muft 
refolve, in good earned, to ftudy my obligations, 
and fit myfelf for a difcharge of them. And 
how frequently does it happen that the fame 
individual perfon has a variety of duties to 
fulfil ? Domeftic duties of hufband, father, 
and matter; public duties, from our ftation in 
life, from our profeffion, from r the authority 
we have, from our connexions with out neigh- 
bour in the different branches of affairs, without 
mentioning thofe duties, which are in common 
with every chriftian, and which arife from num- 
berlefs particular circuntftances. All thefe 2 
muft he well acquainted with, without which, 

I {hall be refponfible for my own, as w ell as 
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the delinquencies of others, which my ignorance 
may occafion. What an ample fubje£fc is this 
for refte&ion, for a reform, and for penance 
to whofoever means to be feved, and is well 
convinced that the discharge of his duties is 
effential to falvation. 

i JLaftiy, I muft carefully examine into the na- 
ture of my devotion, and fee if it be not fuh- 
je& to many faults ; I mail be diffident, in this 
point, of my Qwn opinion, chara&er and preju-* 
dices ; I muft faithfully expofe to a prudent 
and difcreet director, die notions I have formed 
of the fervice which I owe to God, and be 
willing to be formed to a folid, inward, and 
fteady devotion, that chiefly tends to the mor- 
tiBcztion of the heart, and to an union with 
God. I muft dp penance for a devotion that 
k cenforious, uncharitable, capricious, and 
haughty j for a devotion that is fcrupulous in 
trifles and carelefs in matters of confequence, 
that is obftinate and felfifh, pharifeical and hy- 
pocritical. And where are thofe to be found, 
who, making profeflkm of piety, carry their 
attention to all thefe objefts, and: are perfuaded 
that their very devotion fliouJd be to them a 
matter of forr'ow and expiation ? A detail of 
the fad confequences arifing from a miftaken 
devotion would be endlefs, whether they be 
confidered with a reference to domeftie happ*- 
sefs, or to public edification* 

, ' Ah r 
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Ah 1 if we ferioufly meant to do penance ; 
if we really thought that we flood in need of 
it; if we did not perform our religious duties 
only through cuftom ; if we were willing to 
be inftru&ed and corre&ed ; if in the choice 
of a dire£lor, we confulted purely the fpirtt of 
God, and the defire of our fpiritual advance- 
ment ; in fhort, if we omitted nothing to be 
well acquainted with ourfelves, and to amend, 
chriftianity would foon put on a different af- 
pe£l, and not only would great diforders cea fe, 
but a real and unfeigned holinefs would reign 
in every condition, to the great emolument 
both of domeftic and civil fociety. 

- It is chiefly to bring ehriftians to do penance, 
that Spiritual Retreats were eftablifhed : an ad- 
mirable inftitu-tion, which at firfl was product 
tive of mod wonderful effe&s, but which of 
late, like every thing elfe, has degenerated. 
Neverthelefs how beneficial and even ncceflary 
would it not be to finners, as well as to tepid 
ehriftians who fincerely wifh their converfion, 
to thofe alfo who are ignorant of their duties, 
and even to thofe who make profeflion of piety, 
were they to let apart one week in the year, to 
make a ferious, exa£l, and circumftantial re- 
view, not only of their fins* but alfo of thfeir 
motives: of conduct, of their inward difpofi- 
tions ind view! in the fervioe of God, of the 
rules which they follow in practice, bf die ab 

r . \ terations 
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Stations which ought to be Wade, either from 
bad to good, or from good to- better, in fhort r 
of all that in their prefent date can be a hin- 
drance or a help to their progrefs in virtue ? 
Such retreats duly performed could not fail 
fowing good feeds in the foul, which in the 
courfe of the year would fructify, and fo from 
one year to another we fhould ftrengthen, a du- 
rance, and grow perfect. 

Let therefore do penance, and perfevere 
m fo doing the remainder -of our life. The 
Itfe cf a ( hrifl tarty fays Tertullian, Jhould be a 
continual penance > bccaufe at all times he has 
fins to deplore, temptations to overcome, vir- 
tues to acquire, God’s wrath to deprecate, and 
his mercy to implore. Let us therefore haften fo 
to do v becaufe our Saviour adds, that the kingdom 
of heaven is at hand.. This kingdom of heaven 
is either the gofpel, or the preaching of it, or 
the church, or eternal felicity. Which ever way 
we conceive it, the kingdom of heaven’s being 
at hand, is to all a preffing motive to excite us to 
penance. And in fad what would the preaching, 
of the gofpelavaU us, if we did not underftand it; 
and we cannot underftand either its excellence, 
extent, depth or fublimity, but in proportion as 
we are clean of heart 5 and it is by penance that 
the heart is purified ; firft, from fins and vices* 
and then from faults and imperfedions. It is. 
a maxim, well worthy of attention, which in it~ 

felf 
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ftlf is inconteftable, and confirmed by expe-* 
rience ; that deannefs of heart is the meafure 
of the knowledge of the gofpel morality. If 
the kingdom of heaven be the church, a (inner 
cannot belong to the foul of the* church, unlefs 
through penance he be reftored to the ftate of 
grace ; and the juft man is fo much the more 
united to her, as he is advanced in the way of 
penance and inward mortification. As to- the 
kingdom of heaven which is properly fo called, 
it is clear, that penance opei^ the gates of it to 
the generality of chriftians y that itferves as a 
purgatory to the moft innocent fouls *, and that 
tinners, as well as the juft,- will be elevated in 
glory, according to the degree of penance* 
Which they (hall have attained to upon earth. 

Let us then immediately begin, for it is z, 
prefling duty, to underftand the gofpel, and t& 
acquire daily a more perfect knowledge of it* 
that we may praftife it the better : k is a* 
pre fling duty to be united by fan&5fyi»g. grace 
t& the foul of the church, and gradually to 
ifrengthen our union by an incteaft of that 
grace : it is a pVeffing duty to be at all times 
prepared for art eternal reward \ becaufe at 
evCry rrioitiefcf death may furptife us * becaufe 
if infallibly Will furprife tts* if from day to» 
day we delay $ becaufe a tardy and forced pe- 
nciled wffi not avail us 5 and, aifo^ beCaufe 
though we died ifr fhe ftate of grace* wo flwtt 

4 tofe 
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lofe as many degrees of glory, as we (hall have 
failed to acquire degrees of purity, through 
die pra&ice of penance. 

Q my Saviour, I now begin to fee how neccf- 
fary penance is, even in its full extent 5 I 
now fee that I Ihould let flip no moment with- 
out pra&ifing it 5 - 1 fee that I ihould make thee" 
amends for my paft condufl, by the fervour of 
my penance. How can I think myfelf dif-‘ 
penfed from it, when I confider that thou haft 
chofen to be born, to live and to dit in the' 
greateff penance, which thy love engaged thee 
to do for me ? Alas ! O Lord, what would 
my penance be without thine ! What could it 
repair ? What could it merit ? And if I do 
not tread in thy footfteps as a penitent, what / 
/hare can I have in thy fotisfaflion, and how 
could it be applicable to me ? 

Do not permit me to go farther on without 
making a proper ufe of this important le'flon, 1 
Of what avail would the other leflons be, if I 
neglefted this, which is introductory to them * 
Grant me, therefore, to enter the career of pe- 
nance ; but Jet it be under thy dire&ion : let 
thy light guide me in every internal and ex- 
ternal praftice which J ought to embrace ; let 
,thy grace accompany and fupport me ; let thy 
wifdom direft me $ let thy example animat^ 
me ; let thy love add its confolations ; and, at 
laft let thy mercy crown my perfcverance. Amen . / 
c 3 SECOND 
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J SECOND LESSON. 

I4AH LOSES ALL, IF HE LOSES HIS SOUL* 

jfr HAT does it profit a man if he gain the whole 
world , and fujfer the lofs of his own foul ? or what 
exchange Jhall a man give for his foul * P How 
cogent a motive for penance and chriftian vi- 
gilance is this thy fentence, O Lord ! I am 
not furprifed that thy apoftle, who felt the 
full force of it, (hould warn us to work our 
falvation with fear and trembling. How can 
we avoid trembling, in the continual danger we 
are in of lofing our foul. If we do not fear, 
it is becaufe we either reflect not on the mag- 
nitude of fuch a lofs, or on the dangers that 
threaten us at every moment. Let us here con- 
fider the firft of thefe truths. Should we lofe 
every thing elfe, all is faved, if we faye our 
foul ; but were we to gain the whole world, if 
yre lofe our fold, we lofe ail. The lofs of 
fortune, honour, or life itfelf, is abfolutely 
nothing; the lofs of the foul alone is fome- 
thing ; becaufe it is a lofs that embraces every 
misfortune, a lofs that is eternal, a lofs irre- 
trievable, a lofs that nothing pofiibly can com- 
penfate. In vain might I have at my difpofal 
all the treafures of the earth ; in vain might I 

offer 

• Matth. xvi. 26. 
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offer them in exchange for my foul, I never 
could recover it, once haying loft it y the pof- 
feflion of all things befides, never cauld alle-* 
viate my mifery. Unfold to me, O Divine 
Matter, this important leflbn, and imprint it 
to deeply on my heart, that it may never be 
effaced. 

Liften, my difciple, thou art going to fee* 
that thy own reafon fets before thee, what my 
revelation teaches thee on this head. Recolleft* 
thyfelf for a while, and confult thy heart. 
Thou haft no furer rule of truth, than thy own 
intimate, habitual, and invariable fentiments. 

The defire of happinefs is within thee, it i* 
always within* thee, and neceflarily mutt be. 
within thee. Thou wouldft not be either an 
intelligent or a. free being * thou wouldft not 
have either a knowledge, or a reflexed love of 
thyfelf, if thou didft not wifh to be happy^ 
and- even with a happinefs that is fuitable to thy 
nature, acknowledged by thy reafon,. and be, 
coming its dignity. This is the eflence of thy 
moral exiftence. Happinefs is the object of 
all thy pretenfions, the fcope of all thy fteps, 
the principle of the continual agitation of. thy 
heart, which has no other tendency than to- 
wards happinefs, no other affeftion than for 
what it thinks can. lead to it, and no other 
averfion than from what feems agaiinft it. Thou 

may ft 



Digitized by Google 




3 6 S€M6Z or COTtOTV 

riaffirbe deeeiv&f in dicf choi^tf of ob$©SE*,. 6 y 
thy fcnfe^, paflkms, *nd prejudices, and fbek 
for happing ft where it is 5 not to fee found v hut 
ffilf it is happineft that thou* 2 ft kt fearth of* 
n#r canff th 6 u with for any thing elfe. 

Thou wifheft to be always happy, and con- 
foquently always to exift. Hence, i notwith- 
standing the fhertriefs of thy Kfe, thtru formeft 
ftoundlefs pfoje£ts 5 thou lookeft into ages W - 
corner fhOu etfperienCeft a ferife of immortality ? 
thou feeleft a natural horror of death m r thou 
ihdulgeft the piiafmg idea of Surviving in thy 
children, and of fubfifting after thy di&ohition 
hi the remembrance of men* Nothing o# all v 
this wouldft thou experience, Were thy exift* 
dnee to end with this life. Thou fetteft no 
fcounds to the duration of thy being, nor to 
fey happinefs. 

Thou wifheft to be happy, and with a hap* 
jfinefs that anfwers to the infinite capacity of 
thy heart; with a happinefs that leaves n6 
room for any farther wifh ; with a happineft 
that fills and completely fatisfiea all the facul- 
ties of thy foul : and upon this account no en- 
joyment of the objefts here below can give 
thee content; for when thou haft obtained 
them, thou wifheft for more, and fin deft thy- 
. felf more empty than ever, at the time thdU 
wert fancying that thou wert wholly fated. 
pThis thou haft often experienced ; and as often 

has 



Digitized by Google 




SCHOOL Of CBMST, 



VI 

fea difguft taken place of thy enjoyment*, a* 
often have thy gratified cfcfires betrayed thee 
iato frefh cravings- 

Thou alfo wifheft a happinefs that no one 
can tob thee of, that no event can difturb, or. 
accident deprive thee of i and thy reafon fuffi- 
cientYy convinces thee, that the fecurity which 
ij eflential to happinefs, is incompatible with 

die fmaUeft degree of fear. 

Now ev^ry thing concurs to demonurate f 
' that a happinefa like this, cannot be met with 
upon earth -, and that thy leading defire, which 
excites and abfotbs every other, is never com- 
pkttly fatisfied. Shouldft thou be ignorant 
of this, it is owing to the want of refleaion. 
Ether the objefts to which thou annexed: thy 
felicity flip from thee, or fhouldft thou actu- 
ally poflefs them, they may at every inftant, 
flip from thee ; or fliould they not leave thee, 
death at every moment may fnatch them from 
thee. Thy precarious and fleeting enjoyments 
only ferve to blunt for a while, the troublelbme 
and habitual fenfe of thy indigence. 

Neverthekfs, thou art born to be happy; 
and fince thou canft not be happy in this life, 
it follows that another life awaits thee, where 
this defire will be fated, if however thou fhalt 
merit that it fhould be fo. For as this happi- 
ng is in referve for another, life, and as it 

bear* no affinity with the perifbaMe things of 

this 
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this world, it neceffarily mult be the reward orf 
a virtue that includes the difcharge of every 
duty, a reward which vice can no ways lay 
claim to. If happinefs be not perfe&ion It- 
lelf, it rs at lead the infeparable refult of it, 
and whatever forwards or retards the one, for- 
wards or retards the other. 

Sound reafon teaches every rational Greatnre, 
the dogma of another life *, it has been believed; 
in all religions, howfoever falfe and abfwd in 
every other refpe£b; all philofophers of good* 
fenfe, have fet it down as a capital point of 
their do£lrine •, and it never has been denied 
or called in queftion, but by thofe whofe minds, 
and hearts were equally vitiated. In (hort, it 
is the voice of nature ; and to rob man of the 
hope of another life; and of another felicity 
diftinA from that which he fruitlefsty feeks 
for upon earth, is to rank him-beneath the con- 
dition of brutes ; it is to render the weight of 
his exiftence abfblutely infupportabte y it is to 
Impeach God of having be flowed on him in 
vain both reafon arid free-will, and of having 
made him unhappy, from the very defire which 
he had of being happy. 

That which reafon unfoWs td thee but im- 
perfefUy and obfcurely, is fet before thee by 
my revelation in a more diftinft and determi- 
nate manner, and with greater certainty and 
evidence. It clearly gives th$e to understand 

- . that 
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that thy happinefs is in the poffeffion of God 
alone *, that thou art dellmed, through a bounty 
kitirely gratuitous on his part, to behold him 
one* day face to face, to contemplate his adora- 
ble perfeftions* to love hinr, to enjoy him as 
Ay Sovereign good; that the joy refle£Hng» 
from- that contemplation and love will be per- 
fe& ; that thou never wilt be in danger of lofing 1 
k ; and that thou wilt be eternally fure of 
being completely and unalterably happy. 

It teaches thee alfo, that this happinefs is 
annexed to the good ufe thou {halt make of thy 
free-wiU here below; that God has placed thee 
for a while upon the earth, that thou mayeft 
labour to render thyfelf worthy of fuch an 
exalted deftiny, through thy fidelity in the du- 
ties he prefcribes thee both relative to himfelf 
and thy fellow-creatures ; that if thou continue 
to the end in his grace and friendfhip by thy 
love and obedience, thou wilt attain this ineffa- 
ble happinefs, and wilt fare thy foul ; that on 
the contrary, If thou tranfgrefs hrs laws, if 
thou liveft and dieft in his difgrace, thou (halt 
be for ever deprived of this happinefs, and 
{halt lofe thy foul. This lofs is termfed da ag- 
nation: that is to fay, an eternal privation of 
thy fovereign good. 

Doft thou rightly conceive this dreadful 
damnation ? Doft thou conceive what it is 
for an intelligent being to exift for ever, to be 

wifhing 
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wiftuirg for ever to be happy, without a pofll* 
bility of ever being fo v to be moft completely 
certain that he never will be fo, not to have it 
in his power to divert his thought for one mb- ■' 
ment, from the confideratron of his unhappU* 
«efs \ to be . eternally reproaching hhnfelf for 
being the caufe of his unhappinef9 and to be 
ince dandy devoured with uffelefs^ regrets, rage a 
and defpair ? Such is, and fuch ever will be 
the condition of whofoever lofes his foul. 
Although he had acquired the greateft honours, 
riches, and pleasures, what could they profit 
him after fuch a lofs ? Nothing of what he 
poffefied will follow him after death ; and the 
remembrance which he will retain of them, 
only will ferve to torment him. Being ftripped 
of every thing, he/vili have nothing left to 
ofler in exchange to recover the foul which he 
has loft. Here upon earth it is irinpoflible for 
thee to have a full comprehenfion, much more 
to have a juft fentiment of fuch an unhappy* 
iiefs 5 the mod painful Ioffes ate nothing when 
compared with that. But through meditation 
and reflexion on what pafles in thy heart* thou 
mayeft underftand enough of it, to know how 
important it is for thee to avoid it. 

Learn, .therefore, fovereignly and folely to 
dread that which is thy fovercign and thy only 
Cvil, an intimate evil, a boundlefs evil, an end- 
lefs evil, an irreparable evil, a pure evil without 

any 
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any mixture, without any hope of alleviation. 
Carefully preferve this fear, entertain and 
nourifh it y . let it be to thee as a curb to the 
' violence of thy paflions } let it blunt in thee 
the vivacity of the impreflions which come f 
from fenfible obje&sj let it fupport thee in 
the conflicts thou haft: to engage in to over* 
come thy eoncupifcence, and to re lift whatever 
may fpur you on towards fin. There is no 
temptation ftrong enough to (land againft this 
fear there is no attra£live powerful enough, ta 
counterbalance the effeft of it y there is no e£- 
fort of the world, the flefti, and the devil,, over 
which it will not render thee victorious* At leait 
ihould thy weaknefs be extreme, ftiouldft thou 
fed thyfelf incapable of refiftance, this fear 
will induce thee to fly, and to place thy foul in 
fafety, remote from the commerce and the 
danger of creatures. 

O Lord, pierce my bones with this falutary 
fear ; it is much that thou haft inftru&ed me, 
but let thy grace a Q. on my heart. Above all, 

I wi(h to fave my foul. It is my only pofleflion 5, 
every thing elfe is foreign to me ; it alone be- 
longs to me y I lofe all if I lofe it, and I (hall 
lofe it, if I lofe the fovereign good, which is no 
other than thyfelf. Infpire me with an ardent' 
love for this fovereign good, with an un- 
bounded defire of pofleffing it, with an invin- 
cible courage to undertake every thing that can 

procure 
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procure this poflefiion. Infpire me with a con- 
tempt of all thofe falfe allurements that prefent 
themfelves in its ftead, to feduce and t<* lofe 
my foul 5 infpire me with a hatred of that un- 
happy propenfity that fways me* towards fen- 
lible obje&s ; infpire me with the refolution of 
combating within me, whatever is an* obftacle 
to my happinefs, and tends to plunge me into* 
the eternal abyfs. Without thy affiflance,.what 
benefit can I reap from thy leflons ? Alas !' 
they only will render me more guilty. Abandon 
me not, O my Saviour ! of myfelf, I only can 
lofe myfelf, and I never fhall be faved but 
through theefc 
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THIRD LESSON. 

FROM THE HEART COME FORTH EVFL 
THOUGHTS. 

Listen again, my difciple, and be attentive 
to this new leffon eonfigned in my gofpel* 
From the heart come forth evil thoughts . The 
mod efficacious way to fave thy foul, is to be 
well convinced that the lob of it can only corner 
from thyfelf, and confequently that it is necef- 
fery that thou fhouldft be well acquainted with 
thyfelf, and that thou fhouldft he diffident o£ 
thyfelf, as thy moft dangerous enemy. With 
this convidtion, th(?u no longer wilt rely on 
thyfelf, in the concern of falvation ; thou wilt 
hecome humble and vigilant*, thou wilt en- 
tirely reft on me* thou wilt invoke me, and I 
will fave thee. 

The knowledge of. thyfelf confifls chiefly In 
the knowledge of thy heart. It is not the ig- 
norance or the darknefs of thy mind, but the 
corruption of thy heart or will, that canftitutes 
thy malice. Whenever thou doft wrong, it is 
thy heart that is guilty, though thou feekeftto 
throw the blame on thy want of knowing 
better ; and this very fubterfuge is one of the 
ftrongeft proofs. of thy pride, and of thy want 
of re&itude of heart. For moft of the errors 
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of thy mind originate in thy will \ and the 
mind would ftray lefa, or its ftrayings would 
be harmlefs, if the will did npt caufe and en- 
gage it to ftray. Attend to what man was in 
his original ftate, and view the progrefs of his 
degradation and depravity. 

I formed him upright, regular, and' orderly \ 
inclined to virtue, he felt no reluftance to 
pra&ife it ; and 'having no propenfion to evil-, 
he could not commit it, but with r determina- 
tipn of his will, that was perfe£Hy free. His 
thoughts and affe&rons in themfelves were 
bent towards his Maker ; not biafied by his 
fenfes, not fwayed by his paffions, he had 
their firft motions under abfolute command, 
and no external object had any power over him, 
independently of his full confent. Such was 
his original re&itude. The lights of his reafon, 
kfcpt pace with the uprightnefs of his heart j 
he had a clear, diftin&, and fure knowledge of 
all thofe truths which it concerned him to be 
acquainted with. 

Sin has occafioned the greateft diforder in 
his nature.' It has darkened his underftanding, 
and bent his will towards evil, and therefore 
has deftroyed the equilibrium of his liberty# 
It has fubjefted him to his fenfes, whofe re- 
bellion he cannot help experiencing, and whofe 
impreffions are fo ftrong, that he finds it moft 
difficult to refill them. It has kindled in him 
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the fire of concupifcence, the parent of the 
pillions, and inftead of endeavouring to quench 
it, he is fecretly impelled to preferve and in* 
creafe it* Above all/ it has iufpired him with 
a deteftable pride, which makes all yoke and 
dependance odious, and renders him averfe 
from every law whofe injunctions ot prohibi- 
tions conftrain his liberty; this difpofes him 
to adifobedience to his Maker, and inclines him 
to think that the ftriCt duties prefcribed to him 
are unjuft. It has alfo infpired him with an 
unbridled felf-love, which makes him refer all 
to irimfe}f, to concentrate all in himfelf, and 
to love nothing but himfelf, fo as to ereCt him- 
felf, as it were, into a divinity, by aftuming the 
rights of it, m contempt of the fovereign love 
which he owes to God. This is the genersd 
diforder of human nature, fince the admiffion 
of fin into the world; a diforder to which 
man has no remedy to apply ; a diforder which 
man can hardly difcern, and which cannot be 
well underftood, nor fully repaired but by my 
grace. However, this diforder, as long as it 
eacifts in fentiment only, and the will does not 
reft in it, is not properly a fin ; it is the elfeCfc 
of fin, but has not the malice of it. 

Thou mayeft obferve in children, the firft 
feeds of the corruption of the human heart. 
They are tied down to their fenfes, and to fen* 
•fible objeCb, in a total incapacity of rifing 
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above matter ; of themfelves they think ftot of 
God ; and becaufe they have hardly any idea, 
any view that is fpiritual, and becaufe they 
have no facility, no inducement to refleCl on 
fuch obje&s, without the help of education, 
they would long remain in a mere animal ft ate* 
Thou mayeft obferve, that they naturally abhor 
all ferious inftruCHon, all kind of ftudy and ap- 
plication, and that they muft either be carefied 
or puniffied to be brought to a proper attention $ 
that it is other wife, with regard to the plays 
adapted to their age ; to thefe they apply them- 
felves with ardour, they freely give their mind 
to them, they eafily and quickly learn them* 
If they hear or fee any thing that is bad, from 
the affinity it has with their nature, they pre- 
fently perceive it, and retain of it lading im* 
preffions. As foon as they are Acquainted with 
evil, they are prone to commit it, and like 
brutes follow the firft impulfe they receive, 
although they fee its turpitude, and are induced 
by fhame to concealit. In the child thou wik 
find epitomized all the vices of the grown up 
man, except that the youth fhews them more 
openly, from his want of reflection, and of 
the art of difguifing them* Then wilt thou fee 
in him a domineering fpirit, a fpirit of jealoufy 
in the fmalleft preferences, thou wilt obferve 
In him envy, anger, gluttony, and little thefts 
to indulge it, a difpdfition to mifchief, arid a 
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fecret pleafuxe in that which befals others; 
diflimulation, fallhood, wiles to deceive his 
play-fellows, and violence, when he thinks 
him&lf the ftrongeft. And yet his budding 
reafon condemns all -fuch irregularities when 
he obferves them in others. What a degree of 
malice in fo tender an age l 
But this is only a flender apprenticefhip ; as 
he grows up, his vices fpread and are llrength- 
fened. His iirft refkdions are turned towards 
evil, as well a6 the early ufe of his free-will. 
He is impatient of the authority of his parents 
and tutors, and eagerly looks out foremanci- 
pation ; which, when obtained, he gives free 
icope to the hurry of his pailions, and tries all 
he cm to juftify his indulgence. Deaf to ad- 
monition, he takes offence at it when offered, 
and becomes more untoward. He foon forgets 
God and the duties he owes him ; he refills his 
graces, and reje&s his infpirations. He learns 
to filence the imperious voice of confcience, he 
braves its threats and ftifles its remorfes. He 
conceives a fecret fpite againft religion, as im- 
pofing on man a tyrannical yoke. His whole 
application is to foment and fatisfy his unruly 
defires, and to inflame his palfions by means of 
lewd converfation, bad books, plays, and crimi- 
nal connexions. His licencioufnefs, which he 
warmly wilhes to juftify* foon leads him into 
the road of impiety. He begins to reafon upon, 
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and to form doubts on matters of Faith, and 
gradually alfo on the firft principles and the 
grounds of the law of nature. -He links in 
friendfhip with profeffed unbelievers, whom he 
fiftens to as his teachers ; he admires their pro* 
du&ions, and greedily fucks in their poifon ; 
and thus difpofed, their fophilms feem to him 
demonftrations, and their facrilegious and blas- 
phemous derifions, wrapt up in the language 
ofpleafantry, are deemed fo many fallies of wit; 
If all young people do not go to thefe lengths, 
they are all more or lefs inclined fo to do, and 
the firft ftep towards iniquity, would drive 
them into the precipice, if an attentive Provi- 
dence did not prevent their ruin. 

As man advances' in years, the malignity of 
his heart becomes more reflexed and radicated. 
The high glow' of his paflions is abated ; but 
the habit ftill fubfifts, and is a fecond nature. 
He fins more coolly ; he fees the confequence of 
' his fin, and yet calmly braves them. He avoids 
and rejefts every falutary thought with -greater 
deliberation ; enflaved by the world, he is to- 
tally abforbed in proje&s of wealth and prefer* 
ment, and flops at no means that may procure 
fuccefs. What effeft can religion have on a 
heart thus enthralled ? 

Thou mayeft eafily judge what a covetous mail 
muft think of the gofpel, that denounces woe to 
the rich, and commands a detachment from all 
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earthly things \ and what opinion ail ambitious 
man muft form of a law that formally pro- 
nounces that, that •which is high to men> is an 
abomination before God # . How can either of 
them adore, cordially love, or propofe to them- 
felves as a pattern, a God, by choice poor and 
abjeS; a God, who from his birth in the 
manger to his death on the crofs, announces a 
moft chara&eriftic contempt of all that the 
world efteems i They not only refute to adore 
me, they alfo rejeft me, becaufe they know 
that I reprobate them. Some of them through 
human refpeft, and through a motive of de- 
cency, wear fome exterior marks of religion, 
buttranfgrefs in efientials, and abhor both my 
example and do&rine. Others, again, openly 
declare againft it, but through a refined malice 
and hypocrify, they conceal the real caufe of 
their hatred againft me. They attack the proofs 
of my revelation as either falfe, dubious, or 
inconclufive \ whilft at the fame time they are 
invincibly perfuaded of the truth, the certainty, 
and the force of them. They point out the 
myfteries as fo many abfurdities, becaufe in- 
comprehenfible ; though they well know that 
myfteries are the confequence of the nature, 
and of the infinite perfections in the Deity ; 

d and 
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and that they would no longer be an obje& of 
faith, and that the belief of them would no 
lodger be an homage of the mind, if, fike na- 
tural truths, they could be demonftrated. But 
the truth is, unwilling as they may be to ac- 
knowledge it, it is my morality that Ihocks 
them, for they would not hefitate to believe, if 
my do&rine indulged them in the gratification 
of their paflions. 

And, yet, here alfo their reafon condemns the 
depravity of their heart ; for they well know 
that my doftrine would not fee heavenly, that 
it would not be confonant to the nature, the 
dignity, and to the deftination of man, nor yet 
compatible with the duties and the firft laws 
of fociety, if it were fuch as they with it to 
be, and no ways reftrained them. But fuch is 
thfcir corruption, that they readily $afs oyer 
thefe palpable contradi&ions, which they fancy 
they can remove by Aiunning the thought of 
them* and by dmt of perverfenef6 they become 
^totally blind. 

The completion of wickednefs is to be feen 
in the laft ftage of life, when feniible obje£U 
lofe all fheir charms, and the battered confti- 
tution can no longer take to them •, though in 
many the will is ftdi lively, whilft nature is 
exhaufted. They are perverfe, becaufe they 
hare been fo, and obftinateiy perfift in remain- 
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ing fo. If they no longer can enjoy pleafure, 
with complacency they recall former times, and 
become more guilty by defires than they had 
been by a&ion. Even on the brink of the 
grave their pride and covetoufnefs torment 
them more than ever, and they then only 
ceafe to crave, when they ceafe to live. Should 
the approach of their laft hour awake in them 
the thought of eternity, and of the' fate that 
awaits them, they drive to repel all fuch 
gloomy ideas, and ftruggle againft the terrors 
of an alarmed confidence. They harden and 
refolve to die impenitent, and run the riik o£ 
an unhappy eternity. 

Neverthelefs their reafon . wa9 never more 
found nor more clear fighted. Their paflions 
are deadened, and their imagination is frozen* 
The world no longer charms them, as they no 
longer charm the world, the vanity of whofe 
illufions, prejudices and maxims they are ex- 
perimentally acquainted with. What, therefore, 
detains them in their crime and impiety? What 
hinders them from liftening to the voice o£ 
religion, that ftill calls upon them to deplore 
what is pad, and provide for futurity ? What 
hinders them ? The profound and confummate 
malice of their hearts. They are flopped by 
pride. They think they would hurt their re- 
putation of being men of fortitude, if it could 
D 2 be 
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be laid of them that they had acknowledged 
the truth, and had been converted; They brave 
death and its dreadful confequences ; they deem 
it a merit and a point of honour to ftand up 
againft-Ged, to adhere to the laft to their ^prin- 
ciples, and to crown a licentious life -with an 
Impious death. 

Do not fay that this picture does not deli- 
neate thee. Thou haft not ftudied thy heart, 
if thou thinkeft thyfelf incapable of the fame 
•kind of exceffes. Perhaps thou haft not fallen 
into them, but it is not thy natural goodnefs 
that has preferved thee from them. Thou 
owed every thing to my grace, even thy co- 
operation and the good ufe thou haft made of 
thy free will. Acknowledge that thou haft 
had, and that thou ftill haft in thy nature a 
violent propenfity to fin * bring to mind that 
.thy paffions have firongly foiicited thee, and 
that more than once thou haft liftened to them, 
or haft been on the point of yielding to them. 
This fufficiently fhews thy corruption ; of thy- 
felf thou never couldft have preferved thyfelf 
from, or overcome their tyranny j but from 
=one abyfs to another they would have driven 
thee into the bottom of the precipice. Be 
humble ; and always be mindful that whatever 
iin one man commits, every- other man may be 
guilty ,of, fhould God leave him to his own 
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frailty. Be mindful alfo, that without a very 
fpecial grace, there is no one that has not 
deferved fome time or* other during his life to 
have been abandoned by God, had he only' 
confidered the rules of his juftice. Tremble, 
therefore, and tremble to the very laft at the 
thought of the malice ef thy heart ; which of 
itfelf only produces 'evil thoughts and defires, 
being all pride and' corruption. 

O my only Matter, I return thee thanks for 
having enlightened me in this capital concern,, 
which I had' never fufficiently refle&ed upon, 
and did not know myfelf. I had the mittaken 
and even the deteftable prefupiption to think 
myfelf good, at lead in comparifon of others; 
J was in an error* and upon that account I 
deferved to have been left a prey to the fulh 
perverfenefs of my heart. Penetrated with a 
deep fenfe of my evils, I throw- myfelf into thy 
hands, O heavenly phyfician, that thou mayeft 
heal both thofe of my nature and thofe of my 
will. I cannot know either that I am fick, or 
to what degree I am fick, unlefs thou teachefl 
me; I cannot feek for a remedy, unlefs thou 
inviteft me; I cannot make ufe of it* unlefs 
thou preventeft and fecondeft me. Whatthen 
am I ? a leper all over fores, and at the fame 
time a helplefs paralytic, incapable of the lealt 
motion towards a cure ; even incapable of a. 
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defire of it. O Lord, I owe all to thy mercy $ 
the pardon of the fins I have committed, as 
well as' the exemption from thofe which. I 
might have committed. Grant that in future 
I may be diffident of myfelf, and that I may 
find falvation in the praftice of humility, and 
in my confidence in thee. Amen . 
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FOURTH LESSON. 

FROM THE HEART COME FORTH EVIL 
THOUGHTS. 

The leiTon which I have begun te give thee 
on the corruption of thy heart, is not exhaufted.. 
The thoughts which withdraw us from good,, 
are as bad as thofe which incline us to evil. 
Liften therefore anew, and whether thou }>e 
godly or finful, thou- canft not fail becoming, 
acquainted wkh thyfelf*. 

The repugnance which man experiences to* 
good, correfponds to his pronenefs to evil*, 
and both the one and the other fpring from, 
anginal file; but this repugnance is in every 
one great in proportion, as it is yielded to* 
biftead of being oppofed. I here fpeak to thee 
of the fupematural good, the pra&ice of which 
is neceflary to attain thy laft end ; and it is not 
mothers, but it is in thyfelf that I mean to 
fhew thee how repugnant thou art to all the; 
duties which jny gofpel prefcribes. Immenfe 
would be the detail of thofe virtues ! recom-r 
mend $ I Angle out a few, which include the 
ethers. Thou haft a repugnance to the love 
of God, and: to the love of thy neighbour | 
thou haft a< repugnance to follow the motions 
of grace, ?nd tp withdraw thyfelf from fenftble 
things, in order to raifethyfelf tQ things that 
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are fpiritual , thou haft a repugnance to Self- 
denial, to every kind of croffes and trials, by 
‘which I fan&ify the chriftian. Are there not 
here plenty of repugnances ? Liften, know 
thyfelf, and become humble. 

Thou haft a repugnance to love God. Dread- 
ful to fay, and to thipk ! He is thy Sovereign 
good, thy only good ; he is infinitely amiable ; 
he has loaded thee with bleffmgs \ he promifes 
thee an eternal happinefs, and thou canft not 
be happy but through him. And yet, when 
thou art to love him any other way than by 
barren Sentiments and words ; when thou art to 
come to deeds, and prove to him the prefer- 
ence thou giveft him over every thing elfe* 
when for the love of him thou art to renounce 
Something that is dear to thee ; when thou art 
to Submit thyfelf to his bleflfed will in things 
that are contrary to thine; when thou art to 
ufe violence to thyfelf in order to pleafe him ; 
in fhort, when thou art to discharge fome 
painful duty whfch he demands of thee, not 
only doft thou feel it troublcfome to obey, but 
thou even refifteft him, and that without Scruple, 
where thou doft not apprehend that thy Salva- 
tion is at ftake. In all that does not appear to 
be intirely criminal, thou prefereft, Without 
hefitation, thy own will to God’s will and 
pleafure ; and thou haft fyill to learn how 
thou (houldft Ihew thy love for him in little 

things. 
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Amgs. Thou art for loving him but to a certain 
degree, beyond which, thou confidereft thy 
affe&ions to be at thy own difpofal. Thou, 
fancy eft, ^ that he demands too much, when he 
a!ks thy whole heart ; and though thou darefi: 
not fay it, thou thinkcft in thy heart, that the 
firft* the greatefr, the moft indifpenfible of 
precepts taken in its full extent, is too fevere. 
Thou wifheft to confine th'yfelf to what is of 
ftri& obligation ; and becaufe this obligation, 
cannot well be determined, thou art ever in- 
duftrious to divert thy thoughts from -confider- 
ing whether thou loveft God as much as it fs 
Ay duty to do, and as much as he requires 
thee to love him. 

From whence proceeds this repugnance to ■ 
the moft j.uft, the* moft holy, the moft engaging, 
and the fweeteft of- all duties ? It arifes ffom . 
an inordinate love of thyfelf,. from a love that: 
is dire&ly oppofite to that which thou owed to 
God i from a love that induces thee to confult 
in. all things thy own intereft, to the prejudice 
of the intereft of thy Maker. As if thou 
couldft have any real intereft that is different 
from his ; and as if, were fuch a thing poffible, 
thou wouldft not be obliged to facrifice thy 
interefts to his. Do’ft thou not fee at prefent, 
how great the malice is of thy fclf dove ; how 
unjuft, how blind it is, and how far it feduces 
thee ? know that it is thy enemy, becaufe it is 
‘03 * " God’s 
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God’s enemy; and that thou really hated 
thyfelf, and hurteft thyfelf exceedingly in 
loving thyfelf thus 5 becaufe thou weakened, 
thou tended to dedroy in thee the love of 
God. Wilt thou quedion in future, that 
a$ long as felf-love reigns in thy foul, it ba- 
nifhes from it; along with the love of G04, 
the proper love which thou owed to thyfelf ? 
Since thou prejudiced thyfelf in proportion as 
thou withdrawed thyfelf from thy fovereign 
good, and loved thyfelf truly, but in proportion 
as thou loved God ; and therefore to labour 
to edablifh in thee the divine love, on the ruins 
of felf-love, is, in faft, to labour to render 
thyfelf happy, even upon earth, by eftabliflring 
in thy heart order and peace. 

I now afk thee, do’d thou not feel the 
ftronged and keened inclination to flatter thy 
felf-love ? Do’d thou not follow that inclina- 
tion ? Do’d thou not approve it ? Do’d thou 
not find that morality too fevere, that com- 
mands thee entirely to root it up? Do’ft 
thou not endeavour to explain and mitigate it? 
Acknowledget herefore, that thy repugnance to 
love God, equals thy repugnance to combat 
felf-love ; acknowledge that thou art more or 
lefs culpable, according to the importance of 
the objects in which thou gratifyed felf-love, 
to the prejudice of the love of God ; and there 
will be always fomething reprehenfible in thee, 
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tmtal thou haft determined to admit no.affe&ioij 
m thy heart, that has not God for principle, 
motive, and end : and confequeittty thou muft 
acknowledge that thou halt a repugnance tQ 
love thyfelf,. with the only love that is approved 
by thy reafon, and is confecrated by religion. , 
Thou haft" no lefi a repugnance * to the love 
of thy neighbour, whom thou art commanded 
to love as thyfelf. Canft thou doubt it, if thou 
examined thy fentiments and behaviour towards 
him? Do’ft thou rejoice at his good, as thou 
do’ft, at thy own? Art thou, grieved at his 
evil, as* thou wouldft at thine? Do’ft thou- 
try to oblige him ?- Art thou attentive, as much 
as in thee lies, to avert and remove what might 
be hurtful to him ?, In fhort, is** his welfare as 
dear to thee as* thy own ? Haft thou in his re- 
gard, thofe fentiments-of efteem, regard, and' 
condefcenfion which thou wifheft him to hav.e 
for thee? Dp’ft thou bear with his faults, as 
thou, wouldft have him bear with thine ? Do’ft 
thou excufe his foibles, do’ft thou, palliate and 
bury them in filence, as - thou expefteft he 
would bury thine ? Art thou difpofed to 
pardon his . wrongs, as thou wiiheft him to 
pardon thine ? , Finally* in thy dealings with 
him, do’ft thou follow the fame rules, which 
thou thinkeft juft that he, on tyis part, , fhould 
follow ? On the contrary* do’ft. not thou ex- 
perience on a thoufand occafions the greateft 
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reluftance to pra&ife thofc duties ? At t thou 
not drongly felicitated to violate them, and 
mud thou not ufe thy utmoft efforts in order 
to obferve them ? 

I fuppofe thee to be attentive to the obfer- 
vance of them, and that thou art delicately 
Confcientious on this head. But I a(k if the 
charity towards thy neighbour be not mod 
painful to thee, and that which tries thy virtue 
the moil ? If thou art candid, thou wih not 
deny it. Thou wilt confefs that thy heart 
is full of a lurking malignity againft him ; that 
thou art liable to antipathies and averfions, 
which often thou canft not account for, nor 
yet eafily overcome ; that there are conftantly 
arifing in thy mind, cenforious thoughts, unfa- 
vourable fufpicions, and rafli judgments; that 
thou heightened his faults, perverted his in- 
tentions, and condemned his words and adions; 
that thou art naturally jealous of his reputation 
and fuccefs ; that thou feeled unwilling to ac- 
knowledge his merit, and do judice to his 
worth; that bn every occafion thou dropped 
back-biting, mocking, and contemptible ex- 
preffions ; that thofe who live with you have 
much to fuflfer from thee, whild thou will 
put up with nothing from them ; that thou had 
the greated fenfibility and delicacy in all that 
concerns thee, and that thou fancyed that 
others are at all times wanting to thee, whild 

thou 



Digitized by Google 




SCHOOL OT CHRIST. 



6t 

thou hardly fancyeft that thou owcft any thing 
to others. Are not thefe, and a great many 
other things, the ordinary fubjeft. of thy inward 
confli£ts, of thy faults, of the reproaches of 
thy confidence, and of thy accufations? Thy 
commerce with thy neighbour, which in my 
defigns was to contribute to the happinefs of 
thy life, has it not become to thee a fburce of 
fittle hatreds and broils, of pain and of tor- 
ment? 

What is the caufe of this ? It is thy felf- 
love that is exclufive, that will have all to it- 
felf, -and that never gives, but with a view of 
a more ample return ; that makes thee fee in 
thy neighbour an enemy who is for difputing 
with thee, and robbing thee of what thou 
takefl to be thy property. At bottom thou 
only efteemeft thyfelf, and thou grounded that 
efteem on the contempt of others. Thou only 
feed in thyfelf thjr good qualities whether ima- 
ginary or real, and dbppeft to conlider in others, 
what is bad or defe&ive in them, undervaluing 
and disfiguring what good qualities they may 
have. Thy own intereds wholly engrofs thee, 
and at bed thou art indifferent about what in- 
tereds thy neighbour ; and even that becomes 
to thee odious, ihould it feem to clafh with 
what intereds thyfelf. Thpu art always for 
gaining, and for thy neighbour to lofe ; always 
for carrying it, and for thy neighbour to yields 

always 
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always for being tight, and thy neighbour in 
the wrong. I appeal to thyfelf, are not tbefe 
the difpofitions of thy heart ? And can there 
be any more malignant, more unjuft^ more 
contrary to charity. 

Thou hail a repugnance to the attraction of 
grace, that excites thee to what is good, and 
from that to better, and then to what is perfect* 
Thou therefore hail an averfion from all thefc 
three, which thou never wouldft perform 
without my fpecial afliftance, that alone can 
overcome the oppofition of thy -will*. Is it not 
this repugnance to the attraction- of grace, that 
has caufed thee fo long to defer, or ftill caufes 
thee to defer thy converfion? Does it not 
render thee habitually deaf and reftiff to fo many 
infpirations ? Does it not lead thee to com- 
plain, and to fancy that what I exaCfc of thole 
who give themfelves to me, contains too much 
perfection, and that I do not ceafe to give 
them frefli means for advancement, without 
ever allowing them to grant any thing to na- 
ture ? Is it not this repugnance that retains 
dice in the ft&te of careleflncfs and tepidity, 
that in order to (hun my call, which thou findeft 
to be troublefome to thee, thou droppeft recol- 
lection and prayer, and entered into diffipation? 
Such is thy difpofitioii : or, if thou art become 
docile to my grace, thou mud acknowledge 
that thou had long oppofed it ; thou mud ac- 
knowledge 
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knowledge that even now, when my grace is 
pure, dry, and wholly fpiritual, and not ‘ac- 
companied with a certain fweetnefs that wins 
fhy confent, thou feeleft great reluftance to 
grant it. I aft in this manner to indraft my 
children, that they have no reafon to glory in 
any of their works; that it is not their will 
that produces them; and that without me, they 
neither could produce, nor have the will of 
producing them. So that the whole belongs 
to me, the beginning, the continuation, and 
the completion of every work. To me there- 
fore all thanks are due; they therefore fhould 
be at all times as grateful as they are faithful. 

Thou bad a repugnance to detach thyfelf 
from fenfible objefts, in order to raife thyfdf 
, to things fpiritual ; becaufe in devotion, thou 
art always more or lefs confulting thyfelf; 
thou art greedy of comforts and confolations 
which feed thy felf-love ; thou dreaded the date 
of naked and pure faith, in which I am ferved 
for my own fake only ; in which I am loved 
without any reference to my gifts ; in which 
the foul fupported itfelf, by the foie confidera- 
tion of my good will and pleafure. This date 
is undoubtedly the mod perfeft ; it belongs 
only to thofe who are advanced ; the other is 
for beginners ; but in this requed, thou wilhed 
to be treated like thofe who begin to ferve me ; 
thou wilheft to be always enjoying, and feeding 
, upon 
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upon milk and honey. Thou art impatient, 
thou art fad, thou art difconfolate, thou threat- 
ened to quit prayer, and in fad; thou quitted 
it, when I reduce thy whole nourifhment to 
die bread of the drong; as if in prayer thou 
wert not to confider what is pleafing to me, 
but what fatisfies thyfelf ; or as if what humours 
thy felf-love, were not prejudicial to thee. 
But thou choofed rather to advance lefs, than 
to experience an apparent rigour and derelic* 
tion, which would crulh thy perverfe nature. 
Thia is what has occafioned many to abandon 
the interbur path, in which at fird they had 
walked with fervour, and what has (hut the 
entrance of it to many others who had been 
called to it. 

Thou had a repugnance to felf-denial. This 
denial in itfelf fo neceflary, whofe fruits are fo 
comfortable, whofe rewards are fo great, is 
the dumbling-block of my gofpel, and reprefents 
as odious the mortification of the heart even 
in the eyes of thofe, who in other refpeds are 
pioufly inclined. They will watch, fad, and 
pray; they will undertake auderities; they will 
(pend whole days in churches; but to curb 
their humour, to difle their fenfibility, to be 
patient in contradi&ion, to give up their own 
opinion, and die to their own will, is what 
they refufe to do, and what appears to them 
not only difficult, but even impoffible. Should 

a dire&or 
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a dire£tor undertake to lead them into that 
path, and exa& of them the pracUcb of that 
fort of abnegation, how cautioufly foever he 
enters upon the talk, they argue, they oppofe, 
and they quit him. As long as he confines 
them to virtues in general, they relifh and ap- 
prove his morality; but .the moment he comes* 
to a perfonal application, and touches upon 
fome certain darling, defe&s,, they are (hocked 
and difgufled, and look out for another who 
will be more indulgent to their vitiated nature* 
which is unwilling to confent to give all up ta 
grace. Attentively refleft on the (hare thou 
haft in this ; and be allured that there is. nothing 
more pleafing to me, whilft, at the fame time* 
there is nothing more rare than this perfe£t 
/elf abnegation. 

finally, thou haft a repugnance to every 
kind of trials and erodes by which I fan&ify 
the chriftian. Thou dreadeft and flyeft. from 
them, and complained of my providence for 
fendirfg them, inftead of confidering them as 
fpecial favours, and accepting and embracing 
them as means of refemblance and conformity 
to me, and as the fureft way that leads to 
eternal, glory. Thofe croffes are numberlefs, 
and human life is ftrewed with them ; .nothing 
is more important .than to make a good ufe of 
them ; and as they are inevitable, thou fhouldft 
refolye to bear them cheerfully for the love of 

me. 
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me. Haft thou hitherto done fo ? thou knoweft 
the contrary. Thy nature therefore is repug- 
nant to what my gofpel points out as mod ne- 
ceffary and perfe£t. Worldly Ioffes detach thee 
from, the love of earthly poffeffions ; corporal 
fufFerings expiate the failings of which thy 
flothfulnefs and fenfuality have made thee 
% guilty * contempt, calumny, and ignominy 
bring down thy pride. Thou canft not be ig- 
norant of the advantage of all fuch trials. If 
thou wert truly chriftian, thou wouldft be per- 
lhaded that I diftribute them In my mercy; 
and inftead of rebelling againft me, thou would® 
blefs the hand that fcourges thy vitiated and 
haughty nature. 

Judge now if there be one Angle point in 
my morality* that does not find in thee an in- 
surmountable obftacle to everything betides my 
grace ; judge if thou Ihouldft not conceive a 
horror of thyfelf, as an enemy to every chrif- 
tian virtue ; judge if it be not with reafon that 
I have commanded thee to hate, and to wagd 
war with thyfelf ; judge if thou haft not as 
great a motive for humiliation from thy repug- 
nance to good, as from thy propenfity to evil* 

Thou opened my eyes, O my Saviour* and 
thou forced me to own, that I have nothing in 
me that is good. I fee that all the hardfhips 
and difficulties which I experience in thy fer- 
vice, arife from myfelf, from my pride, my 
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felf-love, from' my interefted views, and from 
my averfion to every thing that curbs or re* 
Arams me. I fee that thy holy law, though 
moft juft, reafpnable, and fweet in itfelf, is 
difpleafing to me, it makes me rebel, it appears 
hard and impra&icable, becaufe I love nothing; 
that is good, nothing that can efficacioufly re- 
medy the maladies of my foul. What I now 
beg o£ thee to grant, is, in the firft place, that 
I may hate whatever is in me that thou doft 
bate, that which fin has occafioned, and that 
which through my fault I have added ; att 
thoughts, fentiments, difpofitions, and habits, 
that withdraw me from thee, from thy doc- 
trine and example. Grant me in the next place 
to combat, with ail my fttength, or rather with 
all the power of thy grace, all thofe unhappy 
relu&ances, to root them out from my heart* 
and never to ceafe, until the pra&ice of thy 
law becomes my delight. Finally, grant me ta 
perfevere in this warfare until death; never per- 
mit me to relent ; help me to attain to the pcr- 
feftion of my love for thee, by the perfe£ion 
of my felf denial. Amen . 
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FIFTH LESSON. 

THE WORLD EXCLUDED FROM THE PRAYER 
OF JESUS CHRIST. 

I Aivf the chief enemy whom it behoves me 
to be acquainted with, for my other enemies 
cannot hurt me without my concurrence. But 
T am not my only enemy* there are two more* 
the world and the devil ; and to guard againft 
their wiles, I ought to be hardly kfc acquainted 
with them; than myfelf. Jefus Chrift teaches 
me in one word what I am to think of the 
world, when in his laft prayer, before he de- 
livered himfelf up for us, he fays to his Father, 
I pray not for the world, but for them whom thou haft 
given me *. Thefe words are the mod dreadful 
fCurfe, which he has pronounced againft the 
world; becaufe by excluding it from his prayer, 
and ffeparating it from thofe whom his Father 
has given him, and who fhall not perifh, he 
thereby formally declares, that the world is re- 
probated, and that thofe who compofe it, un- 
lefs they quit it before' death^ fhall be eternally 
loft. _ 

My foul, doft thou well comprehend this 
lefTon ? it is enough to make thee tremble^ Art 
thou of the world, or art thou not?, that is, art 

thou 
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thou attached to it in heart and £fFe&ion, or no ? 
A queftion decifive of thy eternity ; which in 
•order to foive folidly and to advantage, thou 
muft firft examine to the bottom what the 
world is, and then fee if thou belong to it 5 
that thou mayeft take efficacious meafures to 
preferve thyfelf from it, ffiouldft thou not be 
a component part of it *, or, to feparate from it, 
ffiouldft thou be. - 

What is the world ? To me who am a 
chriftian, and a child of the churh, idolaters, 
heretics, and unbelievers are not thofe whom 
I have much to fear from ; they are, indeed, 
included in the meaning of our Lord, but with 
the leaft fear of God, they expofe me to no dan- 
ger, as I am fufficiently inftrufted that I am not 
to commune in fentiment either with heathens 
and the enemies of the church; and that, as to 
thofe, who arC' by principle irreligious and im- 
moral, it is my duty to abhor their commerce, 
language, and writings. The world which is 
truly formidable to me, and which I cannot 
too carefully guar$ again!!, is that which pro- 
feffing chriftianity and an adherence to the 
church, Which tefpe&ing to a certain degree 
both morals and faith, is ftill furely in oppoG- 
tion to Jefus Chrift and his gofpel, and pofleffes 
a fpirit very contrary to his. This is the world 
which I muft mod (ludioufly !hun ; which is 
jpread throughout the fociety of the faithful ; 

which 
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which even forms the greateft number, and 
which cannot very accurately be defined. 

The partifans of this world retain fome ap- 
pearances of religion, and are not entirely de- 
void of it, in their interiour ; but they pretend 
to foften the feverity of it ; they try to reconcile 
it with their inclinations, and form to them* 
• felves a fyftem, accomodated to their nature. 
They do not renounce their faith, but along 
with their faith, which is always prejudiced, 
they liften to a way of reafoning which is 
purely human; to a way of reafoning which 
is vitiated by the fenfes and the prejudices of 
the flefli; their rule of conduit is not entirely 
grounded on the eternal truths ; but is tem- 
pered, or rather altered, by a falfe wifdom, that 
proceeds from the animal man. They do not 
dire&ly attack the chriftian morality ; but under 
pretence of explaining it, they mitigate it fo 
as to disfigure it, with the view of reconciling 
it to their paffions ; and without being abfo- 
lutely willing to approve of the excefies of 
thefe paffions, they are by no means of opinion 
that they ought to grant them nothing : ufing 
all their might to juftify the indulging of them, 
as long as the indulgence is confined to certain 
bounds. 

Thus in point of morals, they condemn ob- 
feene books, and are far from authorifing the 
reading of them ; but they praife and 
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of the pprufal of romances and poetry where 
paflion is delicately exprefled* and voluptuouf- 
nefs fo concealed, as not to offend their mo- 
defty. They condemn plays that are openly 
indecent and Hcentious j hut they attend, and 
recommend to' others, as an innocent paftime, 
even as a School of inftru&ion, thofe plays 
whether ferious or comick, in which on the one 
hand ambition, love, revenge, and the other 
tragical paffions a Gt the, greateft part ; in which 
on the other hand, the laws of conjugal fidelity 
are ridiculed ; in which honefty, uprightnefs, 
and fimplicity are made dupes to craft and im- 
pofture ; in a word, in which vice artfully dif- 
guifed triumphs over virtue, which always is 
reprefented as attended with fome defers. The 
fame is to be faid of feafting, gaming, of balls 
and aflemblies, and of all other worldly meet- 
ings. Thofe I here fpeak of, difapprove indeed 
of what upon thofe occafions is openly disor- 
derly, fuch as diffokite and riotous feafting, 
•deep and exceflive gaming, unbecoming ex- 
preffions in converfation, and too lopfe a be- 
haviour at their balls : but fuch things excepted, 
they pafs over all the reft. They fee nothing 
reprehenfible in what flatters fenfuality, en- 
courages idlenefs, brings on diffipatkm, and 
infenfibly perverts the morals. 

A worldling is he, who fuffering himfelf to 
befeduced. by the deceitful appearances of fen- 
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fible obje&s, feeks in them his happinefs, or 
at lead his eafe and comfort ; it is he who is 
paflionately fond of riches, honours, and plea- 
fures, and is net nice in his choice of the 
means to procure them} it is he who without 
totally negle&ing his duties, ftill wiihes to ac- 
commodate the discharge of them to a free and 
nnconftrained way of life ; who does not en^ 
tirely renounce his falvation, but is not ferioufly 
employed about it ; who is far from confidering 
it as his main concern, and fancies it much 
more eafy, than in faft it is. Are fuch chrif- 
tians very raTe^? In the world there is nothing 
fo common. Are they difciples of Jdus Chrift ? 
Can he acknowledge them for his own ? He 
cannot, for they neither follow his do&rine 
nor example. Are they in danger of being 
loft ? Yes, in evident danger, and fo much 
the more fo, the lefs they perceive it, and the 
lefs they difcover in their conduft, that excites 
•in them any confiderable remorfe. Are they 
dangerous ? infinitely fo ; becaufe they bear 
the character of prudent and moderate men, 
remote from all Angularity, fit for any occupa- 
tion, affuming of piety what is proper to be 
aflumed; and becaufe they are never at a lofs 
for plaufible and captivating reafons to autho- 
rize their plan of life. 

They are here, I think, fufficiently delineated, 
it cannot therefore be difficult for any one to 

find 



Digitized by 



Google 




SCHOOL OF CHRIST* 73 

find out whether he belongs to the world : and 
were we not ftrongly Bent to deceive ourfelves* 
we fhould mod readily difcover it. I am of the 
world, if I efteem, love, and feek the company , 
of thofe who are here pourtra^ed % I am of the 
world, if I dread to dppofe their maxims ; and 
much more fo, if I think them worthy of imi- 
tation; if human refpeft influences my conduft ; 
if I covet their approbation, and dread their 
cenfure ; if I continue to frequent their com- 
pany, though my confcience bids me fhun 
them. I need only found the difpofitions of 
my heart, -I (hall foon fee how matters ftand 
m this important concern. 

There are, however, various degrees by which 
*emay belong to the world ; fome are entirely , 
devoted to ’it; others' waver and hefitate, and 
only yield to it with trembling. The firft are 
deeply imbibed with its maxims; the other be- 
gin to relilh them. Thofe are the mailers, thefe 
are the fcholars ; and in this fchool there are 
different clafles, though they all liflen, learn* 
and form themfelves according to their age* 
.temper, rank, and docility. 

But what means mud be ufed to guard againft: 
the world ? or to detach one’s felf from it? 
The firft of thefe two queftions chiefly concerns 
the youth of both fexes, who, being incapable 
of taking care of th?mfdves, ftand in need of 
being carefully attended to by others. Defti- 
e ~ tute 
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tttte of any well grounded principle, and quite 
inexperienced, young people are ufhered into 
life, and are unacquainted with it. Every 
thing feems new to them, and the firft fight 
charms them; as yet circumfpeft and timid, 
they are more inclined to applaud than con- 
demn ; they fuffer themfelves to be fafhioned, 
and have not the courage to refift the impref- 
ftonsthat are given them. If brought up in 
piety, all they fee and hear is fo 'different from 
what they had learnt, that at Grit they are 
aftoniihed, and do not immediately chime in with 
ideas and with a language to which they are 
ftranger6; their devotion is railed at; their fim- 
plicity is mocked, and infenfibly their confidence 
is enlarged. In the beginning they are afhamed 
to fpeak and to aft as others do * they doubt 
and they hefitate ; but becoming at length lefs 
fhy, they begin to confider the firft leffons 
they received as calculated for youthful years, 
and henceforward no longer in feafon; they 
feluih at them, and defpife them ; they trample 
them under foot, and drop them into oblivion. 

I but very faintly exprefs the havock and de- 
ftruftion which the firft intercourfes with the 
world, occafion in a foul that is raw and 
inexperienced. 

This misfortune is almoft unavoidable in 
thofe who are left to themfelves at too early a 
period. It is the duty of chriftian parents to 

fet 
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fct their children on their guard againft this 
fedu<ftion. They fhould not expofe them to 
the world, until they are fufficiently inftru&ed 
and grounded in good principles. They (hould 
accuftom them to refleft on men and things ; 
and to difeern the good from the bad; the dan- 
gerous from the indifferent; the lawful from 
die unlawful. There are gTeat precautions of 
prudence to be taken, concerning what ought 
to be (hewn to them or concealed from them 
of the world, when at that age. It is not proper,, 
that they fhould fee all, nor yet that they (hould 
be ignorant of all. To forward a youth too 
much, is almoft the fame as to ruin him; and 
to beep him too backward, only (harpens his 
defires, and expofes him to the danger of 
launching into it unrefervtdly, at his very firlt 
ftarting. A juft medium is not feized upon. 
But a prudent parent will know how to turn, to 
the advantage of his child every unforefeen ac- 
cident, and will carefully preferve him from 
thofe in which he fufpefts danger. 

The beft prefervative is to bend the mind of 
a youth to that which is folid in every kind, 
and not to cultivate too much, nor too much 
admire in him the frivolous talents he may 
have : his judgment (hould bo much exercifed, 
and he (hould be taught to refer every thing to 
fome certain determined points of the gofpel- 
morality, which ought to be deeply implanted 
E 2 in 
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in his heart ; fuch as the (hortnefs of life, the 
uncertainty of death, the conftant revolution 
of the things here below ; the happy or un- 
happy eternity that awaits us, and into which 
we launch at every inftant ; the extreme impor- 
tance of the duties of his calling, and how he 
is to prepare himfelf for a proper difcharge of 
them ; the peace and joy of a good confcience ; 
the dreadful remorfes that are brought on by 
fin; the difficulty, or rather the impoffibility, of 
(lopping on the brink of the precipice ; the 
diforder and confufion which the paffions occa- 
fion ; their perfidious allurements which lead 
always further than it was intended at firft, 
and finally terminate in a fad and ufelefs repen- 
tance. Thefe great truths cannot be too much 
inculcated to children, when once they are 
capable of underftanding and feeling them. 
They are the bafis of found judgment and of 
true wifdom, and contain every fafe and fure 
rule for a proper conduft through life. Happy 
the foul that reliffies them betimes, that wil- 
lingly liftens to the inftruftions that enforce 
them, and reads with pleafure the books that 
explain them f It never will fide with the 
world; and fliould its lot be to live in it, it 
will baffle all its fnares. 

'As to the meafures to betaken to feparate 
from the world, after having engaged in it, 

I can fee but one, which is, abfolutely to break 

off 
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off with it, and fo openly declare againft it as 
to preclude all inducement to a return. This 
ftep requires courage, but it is indifpenfible ; 
and it is not renouncing the world, to be ever 
defirous of holding by it in fome fhape or 
other. - Either the link by which thou remained 
conne&ed with the world will foon again bring 
on thy former connexions, or that one link will 
alone be thy ruin. The world, as well as God, 
will have us wholly to itfelf; it admits of no divf- 
fion; if thou quitted it but by halves, it either 
will rail at and cenfure thee, or will find ways 
and means to regain thee, and fetter thee more 
cMcly than ever. Thus, whild no advantage 
accrues to thee from the part of the world, 
thou hazarded every thing, by entering into a 
compofition with it. But how am I to feparate 
from it ? Be ferioufly willing to fave thy foul ; 
pray God to enlighten thee; advife with a 
prudent dire&or ; and thou no longer will be 
cmbarraffed on that head. All the difficulties 
in this matter proceed from the want of deter- 
mination in the wilL 

0 my Saviour ! as the world has defpifed, 
reje&ed* and crucified thee in thy adorable 
perfon; and as it ceafes not daily to defpife, 
rejeft, and crucify thee in thy faithful fervants, 
is there need of any thing more, if I belong 
to thee, to engage me to deted and fliun it ? 
Do not permit me to be ranked among thofe 

for 
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whom thou haft not prayed. Preferve me 
from the world, or (natch me out of it. I will 
have no (hare with it, becaufe it has none, and 
cannot have any with thee. That I may con- 
ceive of its maxims that horror which they 
deferve^ teach me to confront them with thine; 
to oppofe its darknefs, to thy light ; its cheating 
allurements, to thy raviftiing charms ; its de- 
ceitful and tranfitory pleafures, to thy real and 
everlafting delights ; thy folid and inward peace, 
to its fuperficial joys ; the repofe that is felt in 
thee, to the agitation that is experienced in it 
Grant that 1 may renounce it here below, thajt 
I may enjoy thee both in this life and in the 
next. Amen. 
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SIXTH LESSON. 

THfc DEVIL OCCUPIED IN EFFECTING THE 
RUIN OF MANKIND. 

Holt Writ teaches me in every page, that 
the devil is my enemy, and that he employs* 
againlt me all the refources he can meet with- 
in my vitiated nature, and in the partifafts of 
the world, where he reigns as fovereign. What 
men will he not endeavour to ruin, fince he* 
ufed every effort to ruin the Apoftles, whom the 
fpecial choice of Chrift did not fcreen from his 
attacks,, fince in fa£t he ruined one, and caufed 
another to fall, and ftaggered, for a time, the 
faith of them all. Our Lord, on the eve of 
hi^aS^reffing himfelf to Peter, faid of the 
twelve, Satan has deftred to have you, that hi 
may fift you as wheat *, that is, to affail you 
with the moll violent temptations, and to de- 
tach you from me. He even will fucceed to a 
certain degree. He has alked it of God, that 
he may involve you in his ruin ; and God has 
permitted him fo to do, to cure you of youtf 
prefumption, and convince you from experience* 
that you can do nothing without me * But I have 
payed for thec> Peter> for thee who wilt deny 
jne more cowardly than the reft ; that thy faith 

fail 

* Luke xxii 
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fail not , notwith (landing thy Ihort defe&ion, 
and thou being once converted , confirm thy bre- 
thren. 

How many important leffons arc contained 
in this gofpel text ! Satan wiihes to ruin us. 
He can ,do nothing of himfelf ; he mud afk 
God’s permiffion to tempt us. What he a(ks 
to an evil purpofe, God permits for our advan- 
tage. Preemption infallibly makes us fall; 
the grace which Chrift has obtained for us, 
fupports us, or recovers us from our fall. O 
my divine Mailer ! expound thefe leflons to my 
underftanding, and deeply engrave them in my 
heart. 

Satan wiihes to ruin us ; and why ? becaufe 
he is an enemy to the glory of God, and jealous 
of our happinefs. Having been created to glo- 
rify God to a moll eminent degree, dazzled 
with his own excellency, he rofe againll his 
Maker, aimed at being equal to him, and in- 
dependent of him. Overthrown and hurled 
into hell by the power of the Almighty, he 
Hill retains his original pride, and breathes 
nothing but revenge ; that is his primary objeft. 
Too weak to contend with God, he attacks 
us, who are dellined to replace him and the re- 
bel angels in heaven ; and tries to rob us of the 
happinefs from which he is fallen. He began 
to tempt mankind in our firll parents, whom 

' he 
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he inevitably would have ruined, if God had 
not then promifed them a liberator in theperfon 
of his Son. 

From hence we may judge how violent he is 
againft us, and how formidable an enemy he 
mult be. Sometimes like a roaring lion he goes 
about feeking to devour us, and feizes his prey 
with an impetuous fury. Sometimes he bor- 
rows the hiding of the ferpent, and by his in- 
finuating windings he fubtilely flips into our 
foul the* poifon with which he kills it. He 
powerfully a&s on our fenfes and humours, on 
our imagination and paflions ; he awakens re- 
membrances and excites thoughts, by which he 
troubles, darkens, and as it were intoxicates 
our reafon ; he folicits, he daggers and putties 
our will towards evil. Our confent is the only 
thing that is not at his difpofalf of that, we are 
at all times the maders. But alas ! how waver^ 
ing is our liberty, and how eafily does he gain 
it, whild he has every thing elfe in his power f 
He is fo much the more to be dreaded, as lie 
joins artifice to drength ; as he conceals himfelf 
at fird, and fliews not whither he would lead 
us ; as he drikes underhand blows, and only 
(hews himfelf when too late to be parried. Ob- 
ferve how Eve was feduced, by a quedion 
harmlefs in appearance; although flic knew 
the tempter, die replied ; from that moment 
e 3 flie 
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Ihe was overcome. Through Eve he made an 
attack upon Adam, who though aware of the 
fnare, made no greater refiftance. What ad- 
vantage then has he not over us, fince he cotu 
quered Our firft parents who were created in 
‘ fo perfett a ftate ! 

JJevbrthelefs, notwithftanding all his malice 
againft us, of himfelf he can do nothing ; he 
mult have God’s permiffion in order to tempt 
us. This is doubtlefs very humbling to a fpirit 
fo proud ; but the hatred he bears us, prompts 
him to fubmit to it. He receives not, however, 
a general permiffion, which he may interpret 
and extend as he pleafes $ God circumfcribes 
it as he thinks proper, and rules the time, the 
meafure, and circumftances of the temptation, 
never fuffering it to go beyond our ftrength, that 
is, beyond that ftrength which he at the fame time 
communicates to us by his grace j fo that he 
proportions the fuccour to the violence of the 
attack, fo as always to be able to come off vic- 
torious. This St. Paul exprefsly declares, and 
we have proofs of it in the temptation of Job, 
which God fet bounds to, and which Satan was 
jiot allowed to exceed. If we have here a mo- 
tive of confidence on the part of God, who 
never fails coming to the affiftance of his crea- 
ture, we have not lefs reafon to fear fromjhe 
devil, who avails himfelf of the divine permif- 
fion 
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ffon to its full extent, and (till more fo from* 
ourfelves, as the main power of the devil comes 
from our want of vigilance. And this fear is 
fo much the better grounded, as we never know 
what the ifliie of the temptation will be, nor 
whether God will fuccour us efficacioufly 
though he always fufficiendy affifts us : this he 
fiiffers us to be ignorant of, to exercife our 
faith, and confbantly to keep us in humility and 
dependance. But it is very certain that who- 
fbever is not on his guards who does not pray 
as he ought y who expofes himfelf to danger y, 
who prefumes on part viftories, and makes no 
ttfiftance on the firft onfet,, will be overcome y, 
nor can he impute his misfortune to God, who* 
Mciently warns us to take thofe precautions . 

What Satan defires to an evil purpofe, God> 
permits for our good and advantage. In fail,, 
what is God’s defign when he fuffers us to be 
tempted? It is our fan&ification ; which is* 
chiefly effected by the means of temptations* 
He means to make us feel our exceffive miferjr 
and weaknefs, and the extreme need we are ini 
of his grace y which we cannot be well ac- 
quainted with, but in thofe perilous occafions** 
This fentiment, which is acquired by reiterated 
experiences, leads us to the path of a profound 
humility, a virtue, which to a chriftian is the 
moft. effential y it checks the complacencies of 

felf^love, 
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felf-love, and gradually dcftroys them. God 
alfo means to animate and fortify our confi- 
dence in him; becaufe we then invoke him with 
greater ardour, and cry tp him : Save me , O 
Lord ; for I perijb. The prayer of him who is 
tempted comes from his heart and foul ; it is 
much more lively, prefling, and full of faith, than 
that which he puts up in a (late of tranquillity. 
This confidence increafes (till more, when God, 
after having permitted a long continuance of 
tempeft, unexpectedly brings on a comfortable 
calm ; whcri yielding to our invocation at the 
height of the ftorm, he encourages us by his 
prefence, ftretches forth his hand, and with- 
draws us from the danger which appeared to 
us inevitable. He alfo means to redouble our 
love, of which, through our fidelity, \ve then 
give him the ftrongeft proofs. The efforts we 
snuft make to refift a temptation, when violent 
and lafling, are not to be conceived ; and no- 
thing but an ardent love can be capable of 
them. This love, therefore, by exerting then 
all its might, expands the foul, aggrandizes 
its capacity, and whilft it extends the foul, it 
alfo extends itfelf. God means to exercife our 
patience. The exteriour evils, fuch as ficknefs, 
and others of that kind, are much lefs effica- 
cious to produce in us that virtue, than a lafling 
temptation, that weighs by far heavier on the 

foul> 
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foul, on account of the fin which it detefts, and 
which nevenhelefs it finds itfelf inceffantly on 
the point of committing. A ftate like {his* 
when borne with in peace, and with due fub- 
miflion to Providence, elevates the virtue of 
patience to a high degree of perfection. Fi- 
nally, God means to increafe both our merit 
and reward. Immenfe are the merits which 
are accumulated by an unwearied refiftanee to 
temptations*, and God alone can appreciate 
them. The foul that acquires them, can form 
no notion of {hem ; as it often fancies to have 
given confent, when it is quite the contrary* 
and thus becomes fcreened from vanity, which 
would rojb it of them. 

How many reafons are there here to. engage 
us fteadily to encounter thofe temptations 
which it may pleafe God to fend us, and to 
which on our fide we have given no occafion [ 
Ye pufillanimous fouls, who are fo apprehen- 
five of them, and who dread an interiour life* 
becaufe it is liable to them* be of good heart* 
and take courage from the confiderations which 
I have here fet before you, and bring to mind 
the following fentence : Blejfed is the man that 
endureth temptation ; for when he has been proved^ 
he Jball receive the crown of lfe> which God has 
pftmifed to them that love him *. The apoftle 

St. James 

• Jac. i. 12. 
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St. James fpeaks thus of every kind of trials* 
of which temptations are undoubtedly the 
greateft. 

I have alfo faid that prefumptiori infallibly 
makes us yield to temptation. Of this St. Peter 
is a ftriking inftance j more confident than the 
reft of the apoftles, notwithftanding the exprefs 
predi&ion of our Lord, he boldly protefted 
that he never would deny him, even though all 
the others did. And therefore his fall was by 
far more criminal ; becaufe the others only fled 
at the feizure of Jefus ; whereas Peter denied 
him at three different times, with imprecations 
and oaths. Let us never, therefore, rely on 
our own ftrength ; for we have no ftrength of 
our own. Neither fliould we rely on a certain 
ardour of courage, occafioned by a fenfible 
grace; there is nothing more equivocal and de- 
ceitful. Remote from danger, we may think, 
or even feel ourfelves capable of braving every 
thing; but on the occafion, when that fenfihle 
grace difappears, we are overcome as foon as 
we are attacked. Peter depended on that grace: 
he loved his Matter, and as he thought, more 
than the others ; he was burning -with zeal in 
his caufe. Confulting only that zeal, he rafhly* 
anfwered for the difpofitions of his heart, with 
which he was unacquainted. Let us not pre- 
fume on our former victories ; it was grace, not 

ourfelves/ 
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ourfelves, that gained them * and weaknefs is, 
at all times, our only portion. How many have 
yielded to temptation after a long refiftance ? 
They gloried in that refiftance, as if it had 
come from themfelves \ and God left them to 
themfelves, that they might learn from whence 
their former llrength had proceeded. 

Above all, let us never eipofe ourfelves to 
temptation \ this Would be a ralhnefs which 
Cod would punifti, as he did in Peter; Had 
he fled, like the reft •, had he hidden himfelf ; 
had he not been obftinate in following his 
Matter, that he might fee what would happen, 
he would not have been fufpe&ed to be of his 
difciples, nor in the occafion of denying him. 
His motive for following Chrift was good ; the 
Aing in itfelf was good alfo : but from the pre- 
diftion of his Matter, his' only refource was in 
flight. When God himfelf brings us into dan- 
ger, we may be allured of prote&ion ; but when 
we throw ourfelves into it, we are not to ex- 
pe& any fpecial afliftance; we are then re- 
duced to ordinary helps, which fuffice to juftify 
providence, but not to preferve us from fall- 
tog. It is thy own fault, would he fay, thou 
hadft no title to my help in a danger of thy own 
feeEng, or to which thou hadft expofed thyfelf 
Without my order. Nor are we to fay : It was 
to a good caufej my intention was upright. 

We 
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We ought moreover to have confidered whether 
it was God’s will, and whether he defigned to 
employ us on fuch an occafion. The deed in 
itfelf was good and holy; but God did not 
choofe to make ufe of us, and gave us no fign 
of it. Into how many fnares do we not daily 
fail, through aft impetuous, imprudent, and 
mifcpnceived zeal 1 

We alfo expofe ourfelves to temptation, when 
we remain longer in the occafion, or return to 
it oftener than God requires ; or negleft any ne- 
ceflary meafure to condu& ourfelves properly. 
This particularly regards the miniftera of God 
in the exercife of their fun&ions, and pious 
people of different fexes, who meet together 
for mutual edification and advancement in vir- 
tue. At no time is the devil more bufy than at 
fpeh meetings, nor more attentive to . take ad- 
vantage from them, in order to vitiate what is 
mod holy in 'itfelf. Let us therefore be as 
watchful on our part ; let us dread the flighted 
indiferetion. 

- Finally, the grace which Chrift has obtained 
for us by his prayer, either fupports us, or re-, 
covers us from our fall. It fupports and pre- 
vents us from falling, when furprifed by temp- 
tation, without giving caufe for it, we humbly 
recur to him, and confidently implore his af- 
fiftance. It recovers us from our fall, as a look 

from 
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from our Saviour recovered the apoftle, when 
God in a defign of mercy permits us to yield, 
that we may thereby know our weaknefs the 
better, that we may become more humble and 
more attentive in future. Thus, let the cafe 
be as it will, we ought never to fuffer our con- 
fidence to be (haken, nor imagine that all is 
loft, becaufe we have been overcome by temp- 
tation. _ Then the devil tries to drive us to de- 
fpair, as if there were no refource left •, it is 
one of his moft dangerous wiles, and our pride 
too often makes it fuccefsful ; for defpair is the 
offspring of pride, which a truly humble foul 
never is liable to. 

0 let us ftrongly guard againft all defpon- 
tfence, when we chance to be overcome. We 
have in God a moft tender Father, who runs at 
firft calf to our afliftance. We have in Jefus 
Chrift a charitable phyfician, who is always 
ready to drefs and to heal our wounds. God 
has the power to draw good from evil } he is 
willing fo to do, and will do it, if we put no 
obftacle. Peter, by his fall, which had more 
frailty than malice, did not ldfe the friendfliip 
of his Mafter ; he even more warmly excited 
hisgoodnefs and compaffion. Jefus looked on 
him, penetrated his heart with keen repentance, 
and drew bitter tears from his eyes. After his 
refurrettion he did not diftinguifh him the Iefs 

by 



Digitized by Google 




90 SCHOOL OF CHRIST. 

by a particular apparition •, he did not.eftablilh 
him the lefs the head of his ehurch, and did 
not withdraw from him any of the privileges 
which he once had promifed him. No } our 
preceding failures by no means weaken GodV 
benevolence towards us } they will not preju- 
dice our holinefs, if we make the fame ufe of 
them that Peter did} if we correfpond with the 
grace that calls us back } if we be humble and 
grateful as he was.; if the forgivenefs of our 
faults be an inducement to increafe our love. 

Behold, I am inftrufited, O Lord, by the 
lights thou haft given me : it only remains for 
me to hoard them up to advantage. I mull 
therefore be fully perfuaded that the devil aims 
at my ruin, and inceflantly aims at it with equal 
malignity and furyr That, however, I am not 
to lofe courage in the conflict with this invi* 
fible enemy, how crafty and violent he may be, 
from the confideration that his power goes, no 
farther than thou art pleafed to allow } that if 
his intention be bad, thy intention is good, 
and has only m view my greater fandlification. 
Grant, alfo, O mjr God, that I may never lofe 
fight of my own weaknefs } that it may infpire 
me with a diffidence of myielf, with vigilance, 
prudence, and with a continual recourfe to 
thee, who art faithful, and who will not permit 
the temptation to exceed the ftrength which I 

receive 
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receive from thy grace} to thee who wilt power- 
fully fupport me againft the aflaults of my ad- 
verfary, and who wilt raife me again* if I 
invoke thee, in cafe of an overthrow. Prote£fc 
me* O my Saviour* in this conftant warfare* 
which is only to end with life. Be my fhield 
againft the fiery darts of the wicked one ) heal 
the wounds he has given me* and preferve me 
from being wounded again : or* (houldft thou 
permit me to fall again* grant that it may con* 
duce to die welfare of my foul* 
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SEVENTH LESSON. 

THE LOVE OF GOD. - 

A Doctor of the law having afked our Sa- 
viour what was the great commandment; he 
anfwered, Thou Jhalt love the Lord thy God with 
thy whole heart , and with thy whole foul y and with 
thy whole mind ; this is the greatejl and the Jirfi 
commandment*. Of what law is the love of 
God the fir ft and the greateft commandment ? 
Of every law of which God is the author ; of 
the natural law ; of the law of Mofes, and of 
the gofpel law. A commandment fo neceffary 
on the part of God, that he could not give ex- 
iftence to rational beings, without impofing it 
upon them : fo neceffary on our part, that with- 
out the love of God, it is abfolutely impoffible 
for us either to be upright or happy. A com- 
v mandment which is fo conformable to our free 
and intelligent nature, that our whole under- 
ftanding is only given us to know God •, our 
whole will but to love him ; and all our liberty 
is only defigned that we fhould, by choice, give 
our whole mind to the knowledge, and our 
whole heart to the love of him. I am there- 
fore a monfter in the moral line, if I love not 
God ; if Ldo not acknowledge this obligation} 

or 

1 ' * Matth. xxii. 36,37,38. 



Digitized by Google 




SCHOOL OF CHRIST. 



93 

or if, whilft I acknowledge it, 1 do not do all 
I can to fulfil it; I degrade myfelf; I fwerve 
from my final end, as much as in me lies ; I 
renounce my nature ; I fink beneath the brute, 
that is faithful to the inftinCt it has received 
from the Creator, whilft I repel and oppofe the 
deep-rooted dnftinCt that prompts me to love 
God. 

But why has God impofed on me this law 
of love ? „ It is becaufe he is all truth, all per- 
feftion, and all that is good. Now truth, per- 
feflion, and whatever is good, are eflehtially 
amiable ; ' and on being capable of knowing 
them, we are obliged to love them. To afk, 
therefore, on what this law is grounded, is 
equivalently to afk, why God is what he is, and 
why I am what I am. As God is infinitely 
worthy of love, through the neceffity of his 
being, I am every way bound to love him, 
through the conftitution of mine. For God is 
not a truth, a perfection, a good that is purely 
ideal : he is a truth, that is the principal objeCt 
of my reafon ; a perfection, that is the rule and 
the model of my conduCt ; a gcfod, that is the 
inmoft defire of my heart, and the only fource 
of my happinefs. If, therefore, tire precept of 
loving God be, as it were, born with me ; if 
it le a precept interwoven with my exiflence ; 
if it be a precept that conftitutes my moral na- 
*ure ; did M not regard m^, I fhould ceafe 

being 
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being man, and (hould be ranked among the 
brutes. Can we then be furprifed that it fhould 
be the firft and the greateft commandment ? 

As my happinefs is annexed to the ©bferva- 
t}on of it, fo is my unhappinefs the inevitable 
confequence of the tranfgreffion of it. Setting 
ufide what revelation teaches, relative to the 
felicity of the virtuous, and the torments of 
the wicked in another life : reafon alone de- 
monftrates, that, confidering the nature of God 
and my own, and the neceffary relations that 
intervene between both, I cannot be happy but 
by loving him ; and abfolutely muft be unhappy 
by not loving him. This is a matter of expe* 
rience *, we need only refle& on ourfelves, and 
be fincere, to be forced to acknowledge it. 

It is true, that here below the happinefs of 
loving God is not without fome mixture of 
fufferings and temporal evils ; it is not without 
fome inquietude about lofing, through our own 
fault, fo great a treafure 5 it is true, that Ac 
deceitful hopes, the fatfe pleafures, the iiiufive 
enjoyments of thewicked, blunt or fufpend in 
them, the fentiment of the unhappinefs of not 
loving God. But it is alfo not lefs true, that 
in fome the fentiment of the happinefs, and in 
others the fentiment of the unhappinefs, is ha- 
bitual, and always is uppermoft on the fmalleft 
refleftion. However, whatever may be the vi- 
ciflitudes of this tranfitory life, as in the next 

the 
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i the love ©£ God will be pure, permanent, and 
P unchangeable \ the happinefs that will refult 
from it will partake of the fame qualities : in 
like manner, the privation of this love, being 
neither diverted npr deceived by the enjoyment 
> of any other objeft, will make itfelf be felt in . 
V its full force, and without interruption : md 
T fuch will be the great and inexplicable torment 
| of the reprobate, of which, upon earth, no juft 
i notion can be formed. 

But what fhould the qualities be, of the love 
•f of God ? fiich, no doubt, which God deferves 
f and exacts. We mu ft love him with our whole 
heart , with our whole Joul y with our whole mind ; 
vmother evangelift adds, with all our Jlrength*. 
Let us weigh well thefe expreflions *, and let us 
fee if they do not exhauft all the faculties we 
have of knowing arid of loving. We muft love 
God with a love of preference, which admits 
between him and every other obje& no fort of 
comparifon. It is a neceflary confequence of 
\ the infinity of his being. We muft love him 
l without divifion, and never fuffer any other 
| love to weaken, in the lea ft, our love for him. 

I His jealoufy would be hurt, and his holinefs 
offended. All our thoughts and fentiments, 
all our defires and aftions muft be referred to . 
this love, by a general or a particular intention ; 
or at lead: there muft be n nothing that excludes 

that 
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that reference. For fuch an exclufion would 
render vicious, and more or lefs criminal before 
God, every free aft that fhould be liable to it. 
The very words of the precept lead to that ; 
and to give them a lefs extent, would be evi- 
dently to alter their meaning. We mult thus 
love God at all times, and at every iriftant, 
when we have, and ought to have^ the ufe of 
our fpiritual faculties : for they are only given 
Us for that, and that is their molt eflential ex- 
ercife. 

We are not to imagine, that in any (late, 
either before or under the law of Mofes, much 
lefs under the chriftian difpenfation, the love 
which God exafts of us has been, or can be, 
natural ; that is, that man of himfelf, without 
God’s grace, can comply with the obligation of 
it. We cannot be ignorant, that at his firft 
creation, through a bounty purely gratuitous, 
he was placed in a ftate above the exigence of 
his nature, was deftined to a happinefs^ which 
was no ways his due, and which of himfelf he 
was incapable of meriting 5 he was eonfequently 
raifed to a reftitude of a fuperiour rank, was ' 
verted with fanftifying grace, and affifted with 
fupernatural means, that were proportionable 
to his deftination 5 and therefore was obliged 
to love God, with a dove that fur|>afles his na- 
tural capacity. The Creator then has placed 
ill his heart the germe of this love j which, 

he 



Digitized by Google 




I SCHOOL OF CHRIST* 97 

f he loft it by his difobediencfc, it would have 
been impoffible for him ever to have recovered 
it, if God, in different periods, had not procured 
him various means fo to do. Since the coming 
of Chrift, the germe of divine love is commu- 
nicated to us by bapeifm. Should (in ftifle it in 
* our heart, it grows again by repentance, when 
we faithfully correfpond with the graces which 
are given to prepare us for it 5 for grace alone 
gives us, or reftores us, to charity. 

But though charity in its fource folely pro- 
ceeds from God, its increafe depends on us; 
and as it is our duty to do what we can to diC- 
pofe ourfelves te receive it, when once we have 
received it, it is equally incumbent on us incef- 
fant ly to preferve and increafe it. For the love 
of God is kept up and augmented by pra&ifing 
it ; it is a fire that cannot fubfift without fuel : 
but it receives frefh vigour from whatever is 
added to it. This fuel is prayer, the ufe of the 
facraments, fpiritual reading, good works, the 
habitual difpofition of the foul, with its internal 
a&s, our ordinary aftions in general, which we 
| can and ought to fan&ify •, and, in particular, 
thofe aftions which are annexed ro the duties 
of our calling. 

O God, I have never unJerflood, till now, 
the nature of thy firft commandment \ nor yet 
the extent of the obligations it lays me under 5 
obligations moft pleafing, fince it is love that 
F commands 
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commands them, and are accomplifhed by love$ 
.obligations to which my heart ought to tend 
with all its weight, fince it is made to love thee; 
and fince the pra&ice of thy law is no other 
than the exercife of thy love. But, alas! fin 
has placed in me a propensity to evil, and a 
repugnance to do good ; which render the one 
difficult to avoid, the other gainful to pradife. 
It has fortified my felf-love, the irreconcilable 
enemy to fhy love; which attaches me to things 
ienfible and prefent; which makes me my own 
centre ; which engages me to refer every thing 
to myfelf, and vitiates the purity of thy fervice, 
by the feeking of my own intereft 5 of an irre- 
gular and miftaken intereft $ becaufe I prefer it 
to, and allow it not to depend upon thine. 
'Either I love thee not, and only obey thee 
through the fear of being loft ; or I ferve thee 
like a hireling, with the view of reward, which 
J. only confider as conducive to my happinefs. 
I reckon ; I calculate with thee ; I examine 
where I may lofe lefs, and gain more, for my- 
ielf ; and it feems that I Should not ferve thee, 
were I not forced td it, through the fear of 
junifliment ; or induced to it, through the hope 
of fafety. 

Is it then loving thee, O my God, to gui& 
myfelf folely by thofe motives?, Is this the 
ipirit, with which thou, who art charity, in- 
fpireft thy children ? Would an earthly 

thcr, 
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thcr, would even a matter be willing to be 
ferved in this manner? Does not true and 
perfect love banifli fear ? And without ex- 
cluding hope* does it not elevate the foul 
to purer and more noble fentiments ? Fear* 
though ufeful, and fometimes neceffary in tefnp- 
tation, ought never to be my only and habitual 
motive ; it may withdraw me from evil, but it 
does not bid me to do good ; it may induce me 
to avoid unhappinefs, but it cannot procure me 
happinefs ; alone it never will open to me the 
gates of heaven, where no one can enter but 
through love. Inftead of widening, it con- 
tracts the foul, and infpires it only with mean 
fentiments, by iftcefiantly bringing it back to 
itfe/f; it brings on agitation, grief, and fome- 
times a kind of defpair, from the confideration 
of thejuftice of God, of the inflexibility of his 
judgments, and the rigour of his vengeance : 
without tempering thefe anxieties and anguifhes 
with the leaft degree of confidence in the good- 
nefs of the very beft of fathers. 

Hope is a great fpur to virtue 5 it powerfully 
fupports the foul in trial and affliction: but if 
not fpirited by love, it does not difpel thofe 
troublefome inquietudes, thofe frightful doubts 
that torment us 5 nor does it render us capable 
of any generous effort. Contracted and bound- 
ed by interefted views, it confines us within 
the narrow circle of what we think abfolutely 
f % neceffary 
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neceflary to fave us. It animates and fupports 
us in things that .are of drift duty ; it abandons 
ms on the occafions on which love alone can lift 
us above human weaknefs, and produce in us 
the fublimeft afts of heroic virtue. Hope is 
not fufficient to juftify the finner ; of itfelf, it 
does not difpofe him to receive the grace of the 
facrament ; there muft be a commencement of 
love, howfoever theology may explain it. Fear 
has its advantages, I have already faid ; here 
below, hope ought never to leave us, to what- 
soever degree of perfeftion we may have at- 
tained ; nor can we fufficiently ind ulge and 
ftrengthen it : but dill it is love that fhould be 
^the rule of a chriftian, and the mairl-fpring of 
*his aftions. , 

Have I hitherto been a chriftian ? I think 
xnyfelf fuch, becaufe I dread my damnation, 
and intend my falvation; but to fear damnation, 
and to wifh for falvation, if we ft op there, is 
not to love God, but to love ourfelves ; it is not' 
to aft for him, but to labour for ourfelves ; it 
is not to be taken up with his glory, and the 
accomplifhment of his will, but only to think 
of our own intereft. The primary and traii- 
fcendant will of God is, that I fhould love him $ 
every other will which he has, terminates there; 
and this is exaftly what I do not accomplifh, or 
accompliih very imperfeftly. 

And 
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And yet the whole chriftian religion preaches 
nothing but love : all that God is in himfelf 
all that he is with relation to me ; all that he 
promifes me for eternity, are fo many powerful 
motives to love him. Love is a homage which* 
I owe to the infinite beauty, to the infinite per- 
feftion of his being y it is a tribute of gratitude* 
which I owe to his benefits ; it . is the only re- 
turn with which I can requite his love, which; 
has prevented me. 

CLmy foul, refleft on the words with which- 
thy God addrefles thee by his prophet : I have 
loved thee with an eternal charity *. I flood not 
in need of thee for my felicity. Thou wert ir* 
die abyfs'of nothing, from whence I have drawn? 
thee through love. Thou holdeft from my lover 
all the natural faculties with which I enriched; 
thee. If thou lovefi thyfelf ; if thou thi-nkcft 
thyfelf worthy of being loved, to me alone art 
thou indebted for it $ it is a juft reafon for thee 
to determine to love thy Creator^ The love: 
thou haft for thyfelf would be in order, if it 
were a motive for thee to love me, and were 
Cubordinate to my love ; it is only unjuft, be- 
eaufe it flops at thyfelf, without reaching me. 
I will not remind thee of this univerfe, which 
is thy palace, and which I have built for thee 5 
all the creatures that are for thy ufe, and that 
•nly exift for thy wants or thy pleafures, invit^ 

the* 

* Jcr. xni. 3* 
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Jthce to love me, and reproach thee with thy ingra~ 
iitude when thou fixeft on them thofe affe&ions 
which thou oweft to their Maker and to thine. 
What I have done for thee in the order of na- 
ture, is invaluable, and thou doft not love me ! 
and thou daily abufeft my benefits, to offend 
me J 

But the above is nothing, when compared to 
what thou oweft me, in the order of grace ; 
I have created thee to be eternally happy with 
my happinefs ; to fee and poffefs me ; to be in- 
feparably united with me, and to be plunged ' 
for ever in a torrent of ineffable delights. This 
is thy end. I have endowed thee wijh fuper- 
watural gifts, fuitable to fo high a deftination. 
I only required thy love and thy obedience, in 
•rder to fecure the poffeffion of that immenfe 
benefit. Thou haft rebelled againft me, in the 
perfon of thy firft parents ; and thou haft loft 
all, without any remedy on thy part. I have 
returned to thee all agq,in to a greater advan- 
fage, by giving thee in my Son a Redeemer, 
who has given himfelf up for thee, through an 
incomprehenfible love $ who made himfelf man, 
to reconcile thee to me by his death ; who by 
his facrrfice, and the cffufions of his blood, has 
merited for thee the neceffary graces and helps, 
to enable thee to attain thy laft end ; who in 
quality of pontiff and mediator, ceaf® not to 
intercede for thee, and to folicit thy pardon as 
1 often 
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♦ftea as thou rendered thyfelf guilty, with an; 
aflurance of obtaining it,if thou dofl not obfti- 
nately refufe it 5 who ' through an admirable- 
invention of his love, nouriffies thee with hit; 
own flefti and blood, and transforms himfelf, an 
it were, into thee, or rather transforms thee 
into\ himfelf. For fo many fignal favours, and' 
for the eternal glory and happinefs to which I 
defign to raife thee, what do I require of thee 
That thou wouldft love thy Maker, thy Bene- 
factor, thy Saviour, and thy Re warder. And 
thou findeft this condition to be too feverc !• 
This commandment. feems to thee too difficult ! 

> Perhaps thou thinfeeft it unjuft ! G my God* 
what fhall I fay? Silence, fhame, confufion,. 
repentance, proteftation of loving thee in fu- 
ture with all my heart, with all my mind, with' 
all my foul, with all my ftrength. 

Imprint on me, O my divine Matter, this 
great and primary lefTon. Engrave it with 
burning flames, that it may never be effaced^ 
My mind is fully convinced of it ^ but it is my* 
ungrateful, my obdurate and infenfible heart, 
that muft be moved. It is not an inconceivable- 
myftery that it (heuld not relifh fuch a lefTon,. 
that if fhould have a kind of an averfion to it^ 
and that it fhould: conftantly refufe to put it in 
pra&ice? However inexpreffible, therefore, mufk 
be its perverfity and corruption ! O take from 
me this heart of ftone, and give me a heart of 

fleftu 
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flelh. Alas! it is only of done towards God ; but 
every other way, too carnal and too fenfible to 
creatures. It loves; for what heart does not 
love ? but It only loves itfelf, with an unjuft. 
and inordinate love. If it loved thee above all 
things, as it ought, by that alone it would pro- 
perly and perfeftly love; as it then would love 
its fovereign and only good. If the fource of 
its happinefs be not in my heart, but in thee, it 
therefore fhould quit itfelf, and conftantly tend 
towards thee; and feek its repofe but in thee 
alone. To love, is to live for, and in the objeft 
that is loved ; may I, therefore, from this mo. 
meat, O my God, live for thee and in thee. 



EIGHTH 
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EIGHTH LESSON. 

THE LOVE OF GOD, ONCE MORE. 

As the obligation of loving God is the molt 
eflential and the raoft indifpenfable duty of a : 
ehriftian; a duty from which all other dutie9 
take their rife, and to which they mull all re- 
turn ; there is nothing more important than to. 
be afTured as much as he can be, that he fulfils 
it; at lead, in fuch a manner, as not to endan- 
ger his falvatiom Of this, However, we cannot 
Have a complete certainty: and therefore we 
muft be fatisfied with a moral aflurance. Sad 
is this condition- of man, by which he is unable 
to be fure and certain that he fully difcharges 
the very firft of his duties 5 and that on which 
depends his eternal felicity; Saint Auftin faid 
to God, My confciertce gives me a fure tejlimony 
that Hove thee. Other faints, both before and 
after him, might have faid as much ; but with- 
out an exprefs revelation, neither he nor the 
others had a certain knowledge that their love 
was fuch as to deferve heaven. How comes 
this ? becaufe, in fa£t, it is impofiible to come 
to a juft determination on that head. We, in- 
deed, know, that the leaft degree of pure cha- 
rity is fufficient to fave us \ but how can we be 
fure that we have pure charity, even in its 
f 3 lowed 
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lowed degree ? Does not our felf-love deceive 
us ? and is eVen our confidence, in this point, 
that fort of witnefs, that is not liable to miftake? 
Supernatural charity, in its fource, comes from 
God 5 he infufes it into the heart, and he alone 
has a juft knowledge of what he does. 

If, as St. Bernard decides it, the meafure of 
loving God be to love him without meafure ; 
who will flatter himfelf that he loves in this 
manner ? Not, furely, the faints ; on the con- 
trary, they continually reproach themfelves 
for not loving enough. They have no defire 
more ardent, or more confident, than to love 
ftill more ; and that is the beft proof that they 
love God as they ought ; but it is no proof to 
them ; and they are not allowed to reft on it 
with refle&ion ; it is a proof only to God, who 
fathoms, and beholds with complacency, their 
inward difpofitions, and is pleafed with their 
peaceful inquietude on that head. For it is to 
be obferved, that when they reproach themfelves 
in this manner, they are not difturbed: the 
ftate of uncertainty they are in proceeds not from 
refleftion, but only from inftirtft and fentiment: 
befides, in the eftimation of their love, it is not 
their own intereft, but the intereft of God they 
cdnfider. They are therefore perfeftly tranquil 
on their lot. But reflefting on what God is in 
himfelf, on what he defires, and what he has 
done for diem, they keenly feel the impoflibility 

they 
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they are in; of worthily requiting him by them 
love;. this excites in them continual efforts to 
redouble it; it inceffantly confumes them by 
repeated defires, and even caufes in them an 
inexprefiible pain at not being able to arrive at 
the term of their wifhes : and that is the deli* 
sious torment of divine love ; a torment which 
is given but to few to experience, becaufe there 
are but few who take proper pains to love God 
with their whole heart. 

Let us dive farther* into the. thought of St« 
Bernard ; and the better to fee the truth, of it,- 
iet us confider the energy of the words- of the 
precept. We. mud ftart, by taking for rule, 
that, where God, and efpecially where the love 
that is due to him is in queftion, we give to ' 
the expreffions of the law which commands 
this love, all the extent of which they are fuf- 
ceptible. If, therefore,* on account of the in- 
finity of the objeft, that extent may go to in- 
finitude ; and if, moreover, the terms of the 
law admit of no modification, nor reftriftion, , 
to give them any would be. evidently to weaken 
and diftort their meaning. 

I am commanded to love* God 'with all my 
heart, with all my mind, with all my foul, and; 

. with all my ftrength ; it is God who fpeaks 
thus. Could, he have exprefied himfelf in a 
manner more energetic, more general, and more 
unlimited^ Find here, if you can, any bounds.* 

that 



Digitized by Google 




toS SCHOOL Of CHRIST: 

that are fet to the faculties of man in them- 
felves, or in the increafe of them ; or to the 
purity of the motive, or to the continuity of his 
love ; there are none, and there can be none* 
Whatever is in a rational" creature that is ca- 
pable of concurring to the love of God, the un- 
der (landing, memory, and will, the affective 
and fenfitive powers of the foul, all (hould be 
employed. The body and its faculties are not 
to be excepted; not even things external, as 
far as they are at the diipofal of the foul. And 
all that the foul is, aH that it has, all that de- 
pends upon it, (hould be copfecrated to the love 
of God. Nor is it to be a part only of the 
heart, of the mind, of the foul, and of its 
ftrength ; but the whole heart, and the fame 
of the others : fo that if there be in my heart 
an affe&ion ; in my mind} a thought ; in my 
foul, a free motion ; in my ftrength, an effort; 
a ftep ; an aftion that does not tend dire&ly or 
indire£Hy to God ; that has fome Other ofej*e& 
befides God ; that has not at leaft a remote re- 
ference to God, I do not give him all that I 
owe to him, and* all that he exa&s ; and thereby 
fail in fulfilling the commandment. 

, As to the purity of the motive, it arifes from 
thefe words : The Lord thy God . Who can pre- 
tend to fay, to what height (hould reach the 
purity of a love, that has for its objeft the only 
Being, the abfolute Being, the infinitely perfeft 

Being* 
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Being, the Being infinitely amiable in himfelf, 
the Being hy -whom and for whom alone all 
other beings exifl i The divine love cannot be fo . 
pure as it (hould be, but in God. In creatures, 
it necefiarily degenerates ; and for this reafon, 
they are obliged inceflantly to labour to purify it* 
knowing that their Jove will be ^Jways fo ; and 
that, Ibbuld they live upon earth for millions of 
ages, being totally taken up with that objeft, 
their love would never attain fuch a degree of 
purity as not to be capable of addition. 

Laftly, in refpe£l to the continuity of love, 
k is evident that the obligation of loving God 
embraces all the irritants of our life ; fince the 
radons for loving him always fubfift and a£t, 
and allow us no interval for the leaft difpenfa- 
tion. The love of God ought not to be lefs 
continual than prayer, through the intention 
and the difpofition of the foul. Befides, love i§ 
the life of the heart; to the heart, to love is 
to refpire ; which makes St. Gregory of Nazi-? 
anzen fay, that the a£U of divine love Ihould 
be as frequent as thole of reljpiration ; as God 
is more neceffary to the life of the foul, thaq 
the air is to the life of the body. From whence 
it is eafy to conclude, that this love ought tp 
influence our actions, and render them fuper- 
natur^l apd holy. It is the do&rine of St.PauJ, 
Whether you eat or tfrink, or whatfoever elfe you do, 

do 
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do all to the glory of God *1 To aft for tic glory 
of God is doubtlefs to aft through a* motive of 
the pureft love. Now if eating, drinking, and 
deeping-; if the relaxations that are necefiary 
both for fot^l body, and other fuch like aftions, 
ought to* be animated with a motive of God’s 
glory ; with much greater, reafon, the fame 
fhould be laid of all thole aftions that are more 
ferious and important. 

Nor are we to imagine, that this is oply a* 
mere counfel, and a point of perfeftion ; for it is 
a real obligation, and the greatelt of obligations 
by which man, can be bound. Deliberately to 
exclude the glory of God from any thought, 
word, or aftion whatfoever ; or to think, fay, 
or do, through a motive that is incompatible 
with his glory, is manifelHy a fin, more or lefs 
grievous, according to the intention and the 
quality of the fubjeft. Let not timorous fouls 
be alarmed at this, f da not fay, that a failure 
in this duty, that is incumbent on all our free 
afts, is at all times a confiderable breach of it $ 
but I fay, that it is a breach ; and that the 
chriftian, at whatfoever moment he may be 
alked for the motive that caufes him to aft, 
ought to be in a difpofition of anfwering, that 
either his immediate or remote motive is th# 
glory of God. If this be exaftly true, what 

becomes 

• i Cor. x. 31. 
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becomes of the major part of chriftians, and 
with what a multitude of faults do not their 
lives teem ? 

But, it may be faid, the thing is fo trifling, 
and fo infignificant in itfelf. No matter. God 
confiders the thing l^fs, than he does its motive; 
and it is this very motive which he claims, and 
which ultimately ought to tend towards him. 
Your 4ire& view may be your health, your 
fettling in life, v your fortune, and even your 
amufement ; but all that mult bear a reference . 
to a chriftian and fupernatural end, which is no 
other than the glory of God. Even your falva- 
don, and all that leads you to it, ftiould be 
fubordinate to the glory and the love of God* 
If in things of lefs confequence you do nbt pay 
attention to this important end, in which are 
"comprehended all other laudable and lawful 
ends, infenfibly and gradually you will negleft 
it on more important occafions, and will expofe 
yourfelf to confiderable tranlgreflions. 

You alk, how it is poffible to have at all times 
the love of God in view ? And I afk, how a 
chriftian can be for one moment without that 
view? I do not fay, an exprefs and formal 
view, but at leaft intentional and virtual. Love 
with all your heart, and you will readily con- 
ceive, how he who loves, does all through love, 
and for love. Can you be ignorant of what a 

' very 
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▼ery fmall attention to the motions of your heart 
would readily teach you ; that all human paf- 
fions are reducible to love, and that the whole 
con dud of bur life is regulated by that ? What 
makes this truth difficult to be conceived, and 
(hill more to be pra&ifed, is, that you do not 
love God ; or that your love is divided j or in 
fliort, that another love rules your love for 
him. 

Jhe worldly chrifiian, for inftance, who is 
a (lave to felf-love, and paffionately fond of 
earthly things, will never be able to conceive 
what it is to love God •, nor yet the nature and 
the extent of that precept. And confequentjy 
he reduces the obligation of it aimoft to no- 
thing. He thinks he complies with it, by per- 
forming fome exteriour duties of religion, and 
avoiding fome certain grievous offences. But 
in other refpeds, his mind and heart are taken 
up with his temporal chpcerns \ the fuccefs 
of which he ardently purfues ; he is taken up 
with his humours and fancies, with feafting, 
gaming, and company keeping y which, without 
fcruple, he indulges ; provided he does not fall 
into any notable excefs. What room can the 
love of God find in all this, fince it has no (hare 
in it ? Such a man only loves himfelf* and his 
own well-being *, he only laves the world, and 
the things of the world 5 his heart is full of 

every 
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every thing but of God, to whom he is infen- 
fible ; the thought of whom is painful, and even 
troublefome to his worldly mind. 

There a*e others who love God enough to 
avoid what has any appearance of evil; but 
they go no farther ; and they love not enough 
to do all that has any appearance of good. 
This is a very common difpofition^among thofe 
who ferve God through felf-love, from the fear 
of being loft, or with the view of being faved. 
It is not precifely an offence againft God which 
they apprehend, but the evil that would refult 
from it to themfelves. Neverthelefs, when we 
truly love any one, we are not lefs folicitous to 
do what is pleafing to him, than to Ihun what 
may difpleafe him ; we do not flop at not of* 
fending him, but with to be agreeable to him ; 
we feek every occasion that may effeft our with, 
and feel forry for every opportunity we negleft. 
Unlefs love produce this effeft, it does not de- 
fer ve that name, even in the notions of the 
world*] how then can it be deemed fuch in the 
notions of God? and how can he be fatisfied 
with a love, of which in faft he is not the ob- 
jeft ? If you loved me, might he fay, would 
you content yourfelf with not offending me, 
becaufe your intereft is concerned ? Would 
you not be defirous to pleafe mie, by doing what 
you know is agreeable to me ? Would you not 
be as forry for the omiffion of an aft of virtue, 
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as for the commiffion of a fault ? If my glory f 
if the hallowing of my name, were your priir~ 
cipal object, would you not anticipate my 
wifhes ? Would a rigorous injun&ion be necef- 
iary ; or would not the bare intimation of my 
will and pleafure be fufficient ? Thofe who truly 
love me, aim at doing that which is righty 
good, and perfeft ; they are averfe from evil, 
and turn towards virtue ; their fir ft object is 
my intereft; which when they feek, they find 
their own. Judge of my friendfhip, and of 
what it requires, from the principles and rules 
of human friendfhip, and Hand confounded. 

0 ye ungenerous and imperfeft chriftians, 
who are incomparably the greateft number; you 
flatter yourfelvea that you love God, and yet 
you undergo po inconveniency ; the leaft' effort 
is painful to you; you are for ever reckoning 
what his fervice cofts you 5 and are apt to 
imagine that he is more your debtor, than you 
are his. How pan you dwell in your error? 
What bounds do you fet to the love of God t 
Such only which you are pleafed v to give it * 
fuch as lay you under no reftraint, and bring: 
on no trouble. Would this be deemed' loving, 
among men ? and you would have it to be * 
fufficient love for God ? You are truly blind, 
and truly miftaken. 

1 comply, you fay, with what is eflintial 
the precept. How do~ you know that? By' 

whs* 
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what authority, and by what rule, do you dif- 
tinguifli between what is eflential in the pre- 
cept, and what is not ? Shew me anywhere 
that God authorises you to make that diftinc- 
tion ; name me one faint who has ever made it, 
and who has followed it in pra&ice. I pofi- 
tively decide, that to ftop at what you call the 
efTential of the love of God, is openly to go 
againft the very eflence of that precept, the na-> 
ture of whfch admits of no limits. 

I mean, you reply, by the eflential, that 
which I cannot omit, without expofing myfelf 
to damnation. If that be your meaning, I an- 
tver, in the firft place, that you never will be 
able absolutely to determine it $ Secondly, that, 
indoubt, unlefs you declare for God againft 
yourfelf, you will run the hazard which you 
are apprehenfive of ; thirdly, that the mean, 
fervile, and interefted difpolition, by which you 
bound the precept to’ what does not expofe you 
to ruin, is bad, and ought to make you tremble 
becaufe it is at leaft doubtful, whether it does 
not exclude the love of God ; a love which it is 
eflential to confider God* in, and for himfelL 
If you do not confider him habitually in this 
manner, you have not habitually the love of 
God, that is evident ; and if you be not. in ha*- 
bitual charity, you are in a ftate of damnation^ 
which is equally evident. 

A* 
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As .to you, O faithful fouls, who iincerely 
love God ; who have no other defire, than that 
of loving him ftill more ; who are in defblation, 
when on examining your heart, you feel not 
that love ; and on that account, are afflidled at 
your fmalleft faults, left they (hould make you 
lofe your only fovereign good; be of good heart, 
not from your own notions, but from the deci- 
fions of a pious and experienced director . It is 
proper to be under fuch a fear, but it (hould 
have juft bounds, and never excite trouble. 

In order to quiet your mind, you (hould 
know that all faults of mere frailty, in which 
there is no deliberation ; of which you repent; 
at which you humble yourfelves ; which you 
drive to correft, and from which you con- 
dandy beg of God to preferve you, are not faults 
that weaken the love of God ; on the contrary, 
the good effeds tK^y produce contribute to in- 
creafe it. You muft carefully diftinguilh the 
reariove from the fenfible love ; the love that is 
Amply affe&ive, from the effe&ive love. The 
real love is wholly fpiritual, as is its objefl: ; it 
refides in the centre of the will ; and of itfelf, 
it does not caufe itfelf to be felt. But it pre- 
fides over our intentions ; it infpires our motives, 
and governs our aftions ; it animates> every 
thing, without making its appearance ; without 
2ven being thought o L The (enfible love does 

not 
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not depend upon us ; it is a certain fweetnefs 
that God difFufes in the heart, when he pleafes, 
and when he judges it necefiary for our advance- 
ment. Jt often happens, that felf-love flips in, 
from a defire of experiencing this pleafing fen- 
timenl ; and that' is always the cafe, when that 
defire is not tranquil, and perfectly fufemiffive 
to the divine will. When^we are weaned from 
the fentiment of love, we are not to imagine 
that we thereby lofe its reality. On the con- 
trary, our love is never more pure, than when 
difengaged from all fentiment, from refleftion, 
and perception. 

The afFe<ftive love is very good in itfelf 5 but 
wemuft judge of its folidity from the efFefts it 
produces. In vain fhould we multiply afts of 
the love of God, if they be barren ; they only 
ferve to deceive us : nor is it very uncommon 
to fall into this delufion, by miftakfag an empty 
Ihow for the thing itfelf. The real love is 
therefore the efFeftive love ; that which fhows 
itfelf by its 'works, He , fays our Saviour, that 
hath my commandments > and keepeth them , he it is 
that toveth me *. The aftion and the prafticc 
of virtue, is the real proof of th6 love ; becaufe 
it cofts pains to aft, and to ufe violence to na- 
ture ; whereas it is an eafy matter to fay that 
we love, without g ng farther. The effeftive 
love is not withou; affeftion: for who could 

combat 

* Joan, xiv* 7 , 1 , 
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combat and mortify himfelf inceffantly for God, 
if his love were not affeXionate i But this 
aflfeXion habitually dwells in the heart, and 
only fhews itfelf occafionally by forma! a Xs. 
Nay, it fometimes is fo very deeply hidden, as 
not to be perceptible; becaufe it becomes, as 
it were, natural to the foul ; and God thus con- 
ceals it, that the foul may find nothing in itfelf 
to lean upon, and that it may drop the habit of 
refleXing on itfelf. 

If therefore there be occafions, fuch as ftrong 
temptations, in which you Hand in need of 
being fatisfied that you love God, examine your- 
felf on the effcXs of your love. See whether 
you be faithful in mortifying yourfelf in every- 
thing, in liftening to grace, and in doing what 
it demands of you; fee whether at all times 
you prefer God’s caufe tQ your own ; fee whe- 
ther you lament your fmalleft tranfgreffions, 
and try to repair and expiate them; if fuch Be 
your habitual difpofition, let your confcience be 
at reft, and ceafe to be folicitous about your 
love for God. 

But Hill continue to love with fimplicity, with- 
out fo many reflexions on your own difpofi- 
tions ; as they are only the fuggeftions of a re- 
fined felf-love, and cannot fail being hurtful 
to your fpiritual progrefs. 

O my God, I did not know till now, what 
it is to love thee. Thy love is an ocean, without 

ihore 
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lhore qt bottom > into which I muft plunge, as 
into an abyfs. How remote have I been from 
loving thee as I ought, and as thou deferveft ! 
May I begin at laft 5 may I begin every day ; 
♦may I never fet bounds or limits to my love. 
May it always increafe 5 may I always find it 
too weak, too little worthy of thee, O infinite 
beauty, O infinite perfeftion ! When will my 
love come up to thine for me ? Never : it is 
impoffible it Ihould ; and therefore I never 
Ihould' be fatisfied with myfelf on that head. 
Thou hall loved me as a God 5 I (hail not love 
thee, and I cannot love thee, but as a poor, 
miferable creature. At leaft, O Lord, grant 
me to love thee with all the capacity of my 
Aeart; dilate it; empty it of every other affec- 
tion; and fill it, thou alone, from this moment 
and for ever. Amen . 
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NINTH LESSON. 

•< 

THE PRACTICE OF -THE LOVE OF GOD. 

Every thing in the gofpel % is either counfel 
or command ; and confequently, every thing 
contained in it has a tendency to practice. All 
our lights and fentiments are only given us to 
that end ; and unlefs we make ufe of them for 
that purpofe, they only ferve to render us more 
culpable. What would it avail us to be in- 
ftruCted in the nature, the properties, and the 
advantages of the divine love j or even to have 
pious wilhes and affectionate inclinations, un- 
lefs they produce effects ? Lefs theory, and 
more practice ; it is thus that good and folid 
chriftians think. The principles and the mo- 
tives are neceffary, becaufe they fpur cfn to 
action, which they direCt and fupport ; but yet 
it is to adtion to which all Ihould be referred. 
And this is fo much the more true, that in 
every thing, but efpecially in what relates to 
the love of God, it is from praCtice that know- 
ledge is obtained and perfected. Let us there- 
fore refolve to reafon lefs on this matter, and 
Xo do more. 

The practice of the love of God in detail, em- 
braces all chriftian virtues \ which, under diffe- 
rent 
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rent names, are nothing more than the exercife 
of- this love relative to different objefts. But 
in order to circumfcribe a lefion which other- 
wife would be too extenfive, I fhall only fpeak 
of the love of God, as it is of itfelf ; and even 
then I fhall not touch upon every particular, 
to avoid anticipating what other leffons may 
give me an opportunity of explaining. 

Love, or charity, is a gift of God : we begin 
to have it, when he‘ infufes a defire of it into 
our fouls. This defire is like the firft fpark of 
it ; it is our concern to turn it, by our concep- 
tion, into a 'fire that inflames us. Jefus Chrift 
declares, that he came to cafi fire on the earth ; 
wd what nvill he, but that it be kindled * ? 

. As God wifhes us to love him, he is always 
difpofed to grant us his love ; if on our part we 
are alfo defirous of it, l$t us ardently, fre- 
quently, and perfeveringly afk of him this pre- 
cious gift. To this end, let us direft all our . 
prayers •, let it be the objeft of Our holy afpira- 
tions. Muft I fay it ? In the fervice of God, 
we are too attentive to our own interefts, and 
not fufliciently fo to his. There is nothing 
more common than to meet with fouls, that are 
occupied with their fins, and for ever folicitous 
abojit the pardon of them \ who think of nothing 
but fatisfaftory works, and of gaining indul- 
gences. That is not amifs, and, I am far from 
, ' c blaming 

* Luke xii. 49. 
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blaming it. But it would be much better, even 
in behalf of the obje&, which they have in view, 
were they to think more of the love of God ; 
were they to turn that way their chief pious 
practices; and were they to beg it of him as the 
grace by excellence ; with love they would ob- 
tain whatever they wilh for befides, more af- 
furedly, and more abundantly. Let us then 
never ceafe reiterating our entreaties, until they 
are fuccefsful; and when we have reafon to 
believe that love has taken pofleffion of our 
heart, let us daily pray for its increafe, and for 
grace to perfevere in it till death. We cannot 
infift too much upon this head ; we cannot put 
up a more pleafing prayer. Why then go to 
books to find a prayer, that you ought con* 
flantly to carry in the bottom of your heart ? 

We are not, however, to flop here. Love in- 
creafes as it is exercifed ; and its increafe de- 
pends upon us. Let us therefore make fre- 
quent, exprefs, and formal a£ts of it, until it 
become as habitual and natural for us to love, 
as to breathe. Befides the times that are def- 
tined for prayer, let us have fome Hated mo- 
ments in the day for the performing of thofe 
a&s; and let us entreat God fo frequently to 
infpire us with them, as to render them in 
fome fhape continual. But let us guard againft 
performing them fuperficially, and by rote: 
they mull be intimate, di&ated by the heart, and 

accompanied 
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accompanied with a degree ^of recolle&ion. 
The love of God, in its kind, is a paffion, and 
is even much ftronger than the molt violent 
natural paffions; becaufe it fubdues them all. 
And is it not the property of all paffions to keep 
us conftantly intent upon their refpe&ive ob- 
jects? fo as to live more for that objeft, than for 
ourfelves, and to be more taken up with it, than 
with ourfelves ? Thus fliould it be with the lovd 
of God ; it fliould attraft all our thoughts and 
affe&ions, and the a£ts of it fliould fucceed v 
each other in our heart, almoft without inter- 
ruption. This is what is experienced in the 
firftftages of the inward life, where all is love; 
all breathings of love that abforb every other 
ientiment, and that with wonderful delight. 
At that jun&ure, it would be impofliblc to 
reckon up the a&s, that are. multiplied by day 
and by night, and which, properly fpeaking, 
make but one continuity. In this manner is 
love pra£Ufed in a heart where God fovereignly 
reigns. Did we know what it was, what efforts 
would we not make to experience it ? 

It is not fuflicient to practice love ; we mull 
alfo endeavour to purify.it. At firft, a good 
fhare of felf-lovc intervenes, which is unavoid- 
able ; and which God for a while permits. But 
in proportion as he beflows his lights, and 
points out to us what on our part is impure 
that flips into that heavenly flame, it becomes 
, G 2 our 
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our duty to be extremely attentive, to profit by 
fuch light, and gradually to purify what may 
tarnilh and fully our love. Hence we mud en- 
deavour to difengage out motives from all that 
appertains not to God. We mull habituate 
ourfelves to -confider, before every thing elfe, 
his glory, his pleafure, and the fulfilling of his 
will ; and without excluding other fecondary 
motives, that always muft hold the firft place. 
This difpofition is not common, even among the 
belt chriftians ; and yet it is the moft excellent, 
the moft glorious to God, and every one ought 
to endeavour to arriye at it.~ I (hall {hew, in 
its proper place, that fuch is the drift of the 
Lord’s Prayer, which would lead ftraight to the 
pra&ice of pure love, were we duly penetrated 
with the fentiments it contains. 

It is not the work of one day thus perfeftly 
to purify our motives. Self-love, when driven 
from one place, (hews kfelf elfewhere, under a 
new form. I do not imagine, that with an or- 
dinary grace it can be entirely banifhed from the 
foul, unlefs God himfelf undertook the work, 
and>employed the crucible of trials to feparate 
from charity all foreign alloy. Let us, however, 
do what depehds upon us ; and let us conjure 
him to gjve us a helping hand iri the under- 
taking, in order to fupply our own infufficiency; 
whenever he (hall think it; expedient, he will 

comply 
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•omply with our requeft, if our prayer be fin- 
cere, and if we negledt nothing on our part for 
the obtaining of fo great a favour. 

No one is ignorant that love lncreafes b j 
praftices of piety, by good works, and by fre- 
quenting the facraments. But the whole de- 
pends upon the manner in which thofe things 
are performed. Let love animate your prayers* 
and your prayers ill return will fncreafe your 
love. Let your good works be done through .a 
motive of love, and an increafe of love will be 
the reward. s Let love conduct you to the holy' 
table, and you will corfie from it at each time 
with a new degree of love. If you dcr not reap 
tins fruit from fo many prayers, good works* 
and communions, only blame yourfelf, and your 
imperfect difpofitions. You recite a quantity 
of prayers*- but your mind is not attentive to> 
them, and they do not ffart from your heart. 
You only pray for your own intereft ; and you 
do not confider that your greateft intereft is to* 
love God properly. You afk every thing of 
him, befides love * which you ought to afk for, 
above every thing. You do good works ; but 
felf-love has a great fhare in them : you have 
human views 5. it is yourfelf that you conft- 
der *. and amongft die, many deeds you perform* 
there is hardly one that is done purely for God. 

, You communicate, either through cuftom, and 
without thinking on fo great an addon 5 or with 

awe* 
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awe, with fear, and almoft without any fenti- 
ment of love. You have a good motive, when 
you mean to gain an indulgence, to honour a 
faint, to fatisfy a particular devotion ; but have 
you ever had for motive, the uniting yourfelf 
with Jefus Chrift, as with the fource of love ? 

If this motive be the beft, the moft fuitable to a 
facrament, which is all love, and of which the 
only intent is to increafe love m your heart, why 
do you not make ufe of it, without neglecting 
the others ? and why does not your principal 
intention direCt itfelf thither l St. Paul exhorts 
you. to be zealous for the better gifts # ; love in- 
cludes them all, and even furpafles them ; and, 
according to the doftrine of the fame apoftle, 
they are nothing without love. 

Even profane love, much more fo the divine, 
which is the moft intimate of loves, feeks retire- 
ment and -folitude to converfe with its beloved 
©bje&. God, therefore, being always prefenl 
to the heart that loves him, engages it to with- 
draw itfelf, as much as it can from creatures, 
that it may colled itfelf within itfelf ; there to 
enjoy the moft delicious of interepurfes, and to I 
confecrate to God thofe moments in which, J 
being difengaged from every other concern, it I 
is wholly taken up with him. And this is the 
holy increafe of the prefence of God, and of 
grayer \ which is at once the principal and the \ 

effect | 

* i Cor. su..3.u j 
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dfefl of love. Love God intimately, and you 
always will have him prefent ; and you will 
only aim at being alone with him; and you 
will fhun men and worldly things, that diftra£fc 
you from his prefence. You will lend yourfelf 
to exteriour affairs, no farther than God de- 
mands of you ; but you will barely lend your- 
Telf, without ever being taken up with them* 
becaufe you will have an inward occupation* 
which you will prefer to every other. 

You who make profelfion of piety, is it in 
this manner that you prefprve and nourifh the 
love of God ? You fancy that you love him * 
and you love neither retirement, nor folitude, 
hot prayer.' You only think of your affairs * 
you have a number of connexions, and you feek 
to multiply them. You find folitucte irkfome 
and infupportable * your whole day paffes in 
receiving and paying vifits, in reading or writing 
letters, in gratifying your curiofity in learning 
public news, and in communicating what you 
have learnt ; and then you give fome moment* 
to God, before whom you prefent yourfelf, with 
a diffipated mind, and a dry, barren heart. If 
you read a good “book, it is only with your 
eyes ; you neither underftand nor relilh it ; ife 
at molt makes the flighted impreffion, that in 
a moment is effaced. If you mean to pray, you 
take up a book, from having nothing of your 
own. If you try to meditate, your meditation 
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is inceffantly croflecl by impertinent fancier, 
and a calm recolle&ion appears to you al- 
moft impoflible* As to that fort-pf prayer, 
■which by far is the beft, and that fecret com- 
munication of the heart with God, you are 
unacquainted with it ; you do not love it, and 
you are not capable of pra&ifing it. You can- 
not conceive how any one can fpend an hour 
in filence, before the divine Majefty j and you 
fet that down as a lofs of time, as a pious idle- 
ness,, or even as a dangerous illufion. And yet 
you flatter yourfelf that you love 1 which hap- 
pens becaufe you have never ferioufly refle£ted 
on the nature and the effefts of love. 

As to you, who are inward men, whom God 
has brought into folitude to fpeak to your heart, 
to whom he has given to tafte the fweetnefs of 
prayer, through the infufion of his holy love ; 
be greatly careful, efpecially'when that love (hall 
ceafe to be fenfible, not to fpread yourfelvea 
abroad, any farther than God requires ; be care- 
ful not to be difiipated by ufelefs convferfations, 
not to be curious in what happens in life, not to 
overload yourfelvea with unneceflfary concerns, 
even though charity and zeal fhould feem to be 
your motive ; particularly be careful not to 
omit prayer, in whatfoevejr ftate of languor, of 
drynefs, and infenfibility you may be. Provided 
you have given no occafion to fuch a ftate, be 
at reft •, and if you deferve a reproach, imme- 
diately 
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dlately repair the fault ; but once mote, never 
abandon prayer, which is the chief fuel of 
love. If you take from it its nourifhment, ft 
will gradually decay, and at laft will perifh. 

But do not imagine that you can perfevere 
either in recolle&ion, or in prayer, or in the 
divine love, without the mortification of the 
Heart. This is the capital point 5 the pra&ice 
of which never (hould be interrupted or flack- 
ened. You carry within you an irreconcilable 
enemy to the love, of God, which is felf-love. 
Thefe two loves are incompatible : where one' 
of the two reigns, it neceffarily excludes the 
other. IF, therefore, you wifh to advance m 
the love of God, you muft refolutely attack 
ictf-iove $ you muft fight it every where, and 
purfue it from one intrenchment to another, 
without any truce,, until you have baniftied it 
from your heart. This is in fuch manner the- 
work of God, that it is alfo yours : the fucceft 
of it demands of you the greateft efforts $ and; 
a.fteady, refblute will. Inceffantfy pray to God 
that he would enligliteir you on the malignity' 
and fubtlety of thft enemy $ that he would dis- 
cover to you its wiles &nd‘ windings, and that 
lie would give you an invincible force, that you- 
may never fpare it. Among all the practices,, 
this is the moft indifpenfable as well as the 
mpft difficult. It is a well-known maxim, that 
the love of God can live in us, but in propor- 
G 3 tion> 
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t}on as felf-love dies ; and though we all agree 
in this truth, there are very few who are willing 
to purchafe the love of God, by the facrifice of 
felf-love. The divine love increafes alfb by 
whatever eontradi£ls the will, abafes the pride 
of the mind, and weans from earthly things* 
And therefore contradictions, humiliations, and 
human difappointments are precious to one who 
loyes ; he ftudies to bear them in a chriftian 
light, and to improve them into an increafe of his 
love. He endeavours to ftifle all fenfibility and 
reflection, all ipward rebellions and complains 5. 
*he does not murmur ; feeks no human confola- 
tion ; he enters into no juftification, unlefs it 
be abfolutely neceflary. He condemns himfelf 
for the leaft indeliberate motions of impatience 
and irritation ; and labours with himfelf until he 
become, as it were, infenfible to every ill treat- 
ment, and to every event. 

Laftly, divine love is augmented by facrifices 
©f every kind, both exterior and interior. Of 
its own nature, it only wiflies to give ; it is fa- 
tisfied no further than it gives ; it abhors the 
leaftreferve; it is happy when it has Gripped 
itfelf of every thing for God. Wherefore the 
occafions that prefent themfelves of giving any 
thing to God, ought to appear to you very 
precious i do not negleCt any one of them; 
and if you meet with none, lament your lofs> 
and beg of God to put you in the way of 

them* 
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them. Give with heart and goodwill, and 
without any other regret than that you give 
not enough. The more nature {hall feel, the 
more will your love increafe. It will be at its 
height, when after having robbed you of ever j 
thing, it fhall remain alone, and be the foie 
poflefior of your heart. Then you will be able 
to fay with . truth, with St. Francis, My God p 
thou art my all ; out of thee I have nothing, and 
in thee I have all \ thy riches, thy felicity make 
mine. 

Thofe who love, {land not in need of any 
teflon on this head ; they need only follow the 
inftin£t of love. As it is the molt pleafing, fo 
it is the mod imperious of mailers * I would 
fay the molt tyrannic, were it not infinitely 
Juft in all its pretenfions. When it has gained 
over a heart by its charms, with what force 
does it afterwards dominate ! with what autho- 
rity does it command ! how it {trips the foul 
without pity ! how it feeks every where to fee 
if there be any thiqg left to begin ! how it 
feizes what the heart has not courage to yield, 
and yet does not dare to refufe. It makes of 
every thing its prey * devours every thing* and 
never being fated, it expedts at every hour new 
aliment. The fire is but a faint irpage of it» 
aflivity, and o{ its inferable avidity. It muft 
reign alone in a foul, as foon as it poflefles it,. 
Sod dilpotes of it at pleafure,* it breaks and 

overfet* 
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overfets whatever oppofes it ; it Changes and 
converts into itfelf all the thoughts of the mind, 
and all the motions of the heart. 

Let us therefore give ourfelves, let us devote 
ourfelves to the divine love ; then let us allow 
it to afl:, and let us faithfully correfpond with 
its aCtion. We never {hall love God as we 
ought, but through the impulfe of his grace. 
What are, alas ! ail our feeble endeavours ! 
are we even capable of it, we who are repug- 
nant to the divine love with all the force of the 
human felf. Let us pray that this grace may 
defcend into our fouls, accompanied with the 
facred fire that darts from the heart of God ; 
that it may enkindle it in ours ; that it may keep 
up its a£tivity ; that it may inftruCk us in what 
we are to do on our part ; that it may excite 
and fupport our will in the execution. 

O my God ! thou alone knoweft the meafure 
of love, which thou haft deftined for me, and 
which I am to fill up. Do not permit that, 
through my own fault, the eternal defigns of 
thy goodnefs over me, fliould not have full ef- 
fect. I am willing, O Lord, perfectly to fulfil 
them ; but what call I do without thee, fince it 
is thou that giveft me that will ? Grant me to 
love thee with all die plenitude of my heart ; 
to love thee always; to love thee more and 
more ; to teftify my love for thee, by every pof- 
fible. means. How far have I been from begin- 

' ning 
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ning to love thee, as foon as I began to know 
thee. lever, therefore, (hall have to reproach 
royfelf for having begun too late. But grant 
that I may repair the paft, by my ardour anct 
fidelity for the future. I have no longer but 
one defire, which is, not to quit this world, 
until I -have attained to the degree of love which, 
thou haft fixed for me, and by which I am to 
glorify thee through all eternity. Amin. 
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THE LOVE OF OUR NEIGHBOUR* 



After having faid that the greatefl and the* 
firft commandment was the love of God, Jefus 
Chrift added: The fecond is /ike to this, thou Jhalt 
love thy neighbour as thyfelf *. By the word 
neighbour, he means all men, without excep- 
tion. And on what does he ground this pre- 
cept ? He grounds it on the firft ; to which* 
he fays, this is like. That is to fay, that I am 

to love God ; I am to love the men who are 

7 ✓ 

made to the image and to the refemblance of 
God. If I love the original, my love fhould 
proportionably extend itfelf to the image that 
reprefents it. This quality of image of God* 
formed by God’s own hand, and for that rea- 
fon deftined to know, to love, and to pofTefe 
God, is the brighteft of our titles ; the primary 
caufe of all the good qualities which he has 
placed in us, and the foundation of all our du- 
ties, as well with refpeft to God, as with re- 
fpeft to our fellow-men. With refpeft to God; 
the image only exifts for the fake of the origi- 
nal, to which this image ought to be totally re- 
ferred. With refpeft to our neighbour : the 
'fame image of God, which I behold in myfelf* 
I behold in every other man : and as I have no 

other 

* Matt. xxii. 3 
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©ther reafon to love myfelf than the quality of 
image of God, I owe the fame love to thofe 
who are of the fame nature with myfelf;, under 
this afped I am to cherifh them neither more 
nor lefs than myfelf. 

This precept of the love of our neighbour is 
included in two grand maxims, of which the 
one forbids me to hurt him : See thou tiever do 
to another , •what thou wouldjl hate to have done to 
thee by another * \ and the other obliges me to 
do good to him. All things whatfoever you would 
that men Jbould do to you , do you alfo to them f. 
Thefe two maxims, which comprehend all, and 
the pra&Lce of which is of an infinite extent, 
are announced, the one in the Old Teftament, 
and the other in the New. They are a fure 
guide for confcience ; I need only apply them 
on all occafions to the conduct which I hold 
with regard to others, in my judgments and 
affeftions ; in my words and aftions. *~A11 the 
abufes and diforders; all the injuftices, and ab- 
moft all the evils that overflow the earth, come 
from a deficiency of the former 5 peace, union, 
innocence, and happinefs would reign among 
the Tace of men, were the' latter ftri£Hy ob- 
ferved. 

Reafon dearly di&ates to its thefe two rule© 
Of condud j we. carry them in the heart. Our 

reafe* 

f Tob. lv. x<L t Matt vii xa. 
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reafon and our heart equally concur to approve 
us, when we are faithful to them, and to cory- 
demn us when we violate them. As long as 
we are in our fober fenfes, it is impoflible for 
us to deceive ourfelves in either the one or the 
other point. Our natural lights, and our moral 
inftinft, therefore, fuhfcribe here to the equality 
and to the neceflity of this grand precept of the 
gofpel ; and at all times the idolater, as well as 
the chriftian ; the vulgar, as well as the wife 
and reflecting man, have admired that beautiful 
faying of a pagan poet : 1 am man ; nothing that 
ititerejls another man y is foreign to me. 

If it Jbe fo, why then is this fo juft a pre- 
cept, and fo conformable to our nature, fo 
univerfally and fo conftantly violated in the 
one of its branches, and fo neglected in the 
other ? Where is the chriftian who is not 
here forced to pronounce againft himfelf ? Ido 
not choofe, that my neighbour fliould hurt me 
in any thing ; and by every way and means I 
feek to enrich myfelf, at the expence of my 
neighbour. I am jealous of. my honour and 
reputation ; and by my cenfures, my back- 
bitings, and often calumnies, I blacken the 
honour, and tear the reputation of my neigh- 
bour. I expect my neighbour to put up with 
my humour, to excufe my faults,, and bear with 
my inattentions, my miftakes, and my irregular 

proceedings 
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proceedings ; and I excufe nothing in my neigh- 
bour ; I bear with him hi nothing ; I pardon 
him nothing. I am delicate, ferifible, and in- 
exorable over my own rights and prettnfions ; 
and I trample under foot the rights and preten- 
fions of my neighbour. I love in others up- 
rightnefs, franknfefs and truth; and I am all 
folfehood, diffimulation, and lies, with regard 
to my neighbour. I wilh to be applauded, 
when fuccefsful, and to receive congratulation 
at my happinefs ; and I meanly bear envy to 
the fuccefs of my neighbour ; I grieve, and fc- 
cretly repine at it. I think myfelf deferving of 
tvery thing ; and I judge him unworthy of every 
thing. I expeCt comfort from him in my for- 
rows, affiftance in my wants; his counfels, his 
prote&ion, and fervices; whilft I am cold and in* 
different about his misfortunes ; I nodonger re- 
gard him; I no longer know him; I abandon him 
in his diftrefs ; I afford him no refource by my 
advice, by my credit, or by any kind of fervice. 

Exclufive of a fmall number of upright hearts, 
this is what men are, in regard to each other. 
They are wicked, either through paffion, or 
from fyftem and reflection ; and they do good 
but from vanity, from intereft, from oftenta- 
tion, ^rom human refpeCt, or that they may 
avoid importunities ; they do as little good, and 
as late as' they can, and not till after they have 
made- thofe whom they oblige keenly to feel 
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aei or cnariry to war a mankind. A new com - 
mandment I give unto you, that you love one another *; 
as I have loved you , that you alfo love one atiGther . 
He feverally repeats and inculcates it ; and in 
what circumftance ? On coming from the laft 
fupper, at the moment he was going to con- 
fummate his facrifice *, fo that this commancU 
ment ought to be confidered as the laft will and 
teftr.ment of our divine Mafter. It is in faift re- 
markable, that he waited for that fo interefting 
a moment to promulge it. 

Love one another , as I have loved you . In what 
manner has he loved us ? With a love wholly 
divine, that took its rife in the love which he 
bore to his Father, and which was only the 
expanfion of it : with a preventing and gra- 
tuitous love that made him come down from 
heaven upon earth for us. O incomprehenfible 
charity ! the eternal Word made himfelf man^ 
made himfelf flefh, for the love of men. He is 
become our brother, and has made us partakers 
of the quality of children of God. He was born 

with 

* Joan. xiii. 34, 



SCHOOL OF CHRIST. 

with the defign of giving his life for us ; on his 
entrance into the world, he accepted his facri- 
fice ; he carried each one of us in his heart all 
the days of his life; we were prefent to his 
mind, when he was fhedding his blood on the 
crofs ; which he fhed for the remiflion of our 
fins, to reconcile us with his Father, and to 
reinftate us with advantage in our primitive 
rights, to merit for us the eternal happinefs and 
the proper graces that lead us to it. 

What had we done, and by what had we 
renderd ourfelves worthy of fo fignal a benefit ? 
As God, we had offended him ; and his juflice 
exa&ed our eternal perdition. As man, we 
ha ve perfecuted, blafphemed, outraged, and 
fixed him to the crofs through the hands of the 
Jews and Gentiles. His death was the work 
of fin ; and we are all finners. He then had 
before his eyes our iniquities, our ingratitude, 
the abufe of his graces, or rather he bore them 
in his body upon the tree* \ and he had us not left 
in view than his executioners, when he faid. 
Father , forgive them i for they know not what they 
do f . There is no exaggeration here $ it is all 
literally true : fince, according to the do&rine 
of St. Paul, whofoever renders himfelf guilty 
of one mortal fin, crucifies again , for as much 
as in him lies, the Son of God, and makes him a- 
mockery It is thus that Jefus Chrift has loved 

us, 

* i Pet. ii. 24 * f Luc. xxiil 34. $ Heb. ri. 6% 
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us, and ceafes not to love us: continually offer-* 
ing his blood for us in heaven; daily renewing 
in all parts of the world the facrifke of the 
crofs in that of our altars, applying to us the 
merits of it ; and notwithftanding our obftinate 
refiftance, never abandoning us to our laft gafp, 
which decides our eternity. What an example 
of love ! It is a God who gives it us, and pro 
pofes it to our imitation. 

He has faid that there was no greater love 
than for a man to lay down his life for his- 
friends *. This was the cafe, before he ap- 
peared upon the earth ; and the fingle averred 
infiance of the kind that profane antiquity ex- 
hibits, has been, and continues to be a fubjeft 
of admiration. But Jefus Chrift has done more; 
he has laid down his life for his enemies, both 
for thofe who in fa& deprived him of it, and for 
thofe who were to deprive him of it only by 
their intention and evil will; and that not 
only once, but as often as they fin mortally. 

Now it is in this manner that he commands 
us to love one another. Had he not reafon to 
ftyle this injun&ion a new commandment, fince 
it goes fo much beyond what the natural law 
prefcribes ? It is then true that the chriftian, 
after the example of Jefus Chrift, ought to love 
his neighbour, be he who he will, even his 
enemy, to fuch a pafs as to be difpofed to fa- 

crifice- 
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ttifice his fortune, his reputation, and his life, 
to procure him eternal falvation. If, in the 
difpofition of the heart, his love does not reach 
fhat, he does not fulfil the grand command- 
ment of the new law 5 he is a difciple ofjefus 
Chrift but by name ; he pronounces before hand 
fentence againft himfelf $ fince he renounces 
that love by whifch he has been redeemed, and 
which is the primary title of his falvation. Let 
tts fcrioufly ponder this truth 5 and let us fee 
what ought to be our fentiments and our con- 
duct towards out neighbour, in confequence of 
a difpofition that is fo fupernatural, fo fublime,, 
and at th^ fame time fo indifpenfable. 

jefus Chrift has fo much at heart the execu- 
tion of his commandment, that he will have it 
to be the mark by which his difciples are to be 
known *. Every mart fliould have fomething 
diftin&ive, and be noways equivocal. It is 
therefore neceflary that the difciples of 'Jefus 
Chrift fliould love one another in a manner that 
chara&erifes them in the eyes of other men, 
that draws their attention, and induces them to 
ilk, What kind of people are thefe, who love 
one another thus ? Such were the primitive 
chriftians of Jerufalem, who placed their for- 
tunes in common,, and had but one heart, and 
one foul. And this their union rendered them 
dear to the people, who bellowed on them 

much 

* Joan. xiii. 35. 
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much praife •, and who, through refped, liaA 
not courage to join with them. Such alfo were 
thofe who fo cordially pradlifed hofpitality to- 
wards Pacomius, and other pagan foldiers, that 
he was quite aftonifhed at it ; and having learnt 
who thofe men were whom he found fo chari- 
table, from that moment he refolved to embrace 
chriftianity. Such were, in general, the faith- 
ful of the primitive church. The heathens, as 
Tertullian relates, were in admiration at their 
mutual charity ; and ufed to fay the one to the 
other, See how they love otie another • They at 
firft calumniated their aflemblies, their agapes y 
and the name of brethren, which they aflumed; 
judging of chriftians by themfelves, and pre- 
fuming that in thofe aflemblies the fame dif- 
orders happened as in theirs. But they were 
at laft undeceived, and forced to do them juf- 
tice. As to the martyrs, they not only died to 
preferve their faith, but alfo to propagate it; 
they prayed for the people who were crying 
aloud for their death, for their judges, for their 
executioners ; and their blood was a fruitful 
feed of new chriftians. The afts that remain 
on them, teftify the ardour of their charity in 
this point ; and it is certain that the cor^verfion 
of the heathenifh world is chiefly owing to 
them. This fpiritof charity was ftill in its full 
vigour at the time of Julian the apoftate. The 
chriftians, did he fay, feed their own poor and 

ours. 
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ours. He lamented that the heathens were 
very far from refembling them in that refpeft. 
He acknowledged, in fpite of him, that it was 
the faireft character of chriftianity* and made 
vain efforts to counterfeit it. 

0 charity ! the ornament and glory of the 
primitive ages of the church, what is become 
of thee i Thou art no longer known nor prac- 
tifed, but by a fmall number of chriftians: and 
thou art very far from being the diftin&ive'of 
the major part^ Every one only loves himfelf, 
thinks only of his own interefts 5 the lower 
. fort arc oppreffed, the poor are negle&ed, the 
hck are abandoned •, and men born for heaven, 
b 7 fraud and violence fnatch from each other, 
and wrangle among themfelves for the falfe 
good things of the earth. 

Is it to be wondered at, that faith fhould be 
cxtinft, where charity is grown fo cold ? Has 
not Jefus Chrift declared that the charity , that 
lhould unite his difciples, would be the chief 
proof of his million. That they all may be one, 
did he fay, in his laft prayer, as thou , Father in 
in me , and I in thee ; that they alfo may be one in 
us : that the world may believe that thou hajl fenS 
me * ; and again, that they may be made perfect in 
one ; and the world may know that thou hajl fent 
me\. Hence in the judgment of Chrift him- 
felf, charity towards our neighbour, and the 

mutual 

* Joan, xvih %i% t Ibid. 
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mutual union of minds and hearts* is the mod 
fenfible demonftration of the divinity of his re- 
ligion. Although to a certain degree we might 
mean well in difputing the other proofs, in our 
confcience we muff always yield to this -, and 
we fhall not hefitate to own that a religion 
that commands and infpires fuch fentiments, 
has God for its author. I therefore Strike at 
the truth of chriftianity, both for myfelf and 
others ; I fhake the principal foundation of 
faith, when I am deficient in charity, in what- 
soever manner it may be ; there is room to fay 
that I believe but faintly, if I but faintly love 
my neighbour ; and that I do not believe at all, 
if I be quite hard-hearted and infenfible to- 
wards him. 

Divine Mafter of charity, Model infinitely 
perfect of that which came down from heaven 
with thee, infufe it into my heart ; and may its 
fire confume in me whatever may oppofe it. 
Through thy help and example, may I in future 
love my neigbour, as thou haft loved me. How 
guilty do I (land on this head ! Alas ! I have 
not as yet been chriftian ; I have not at yet bore 
the mark of thy difciples. Render my heart 
as vaft as the univerfe ; may it be interefted in 
the Salvation of all men-, may it incdTantly pray 
to thee for this grand object, and may it be 
difpofed to procure it by every kind of Sacrifices. 
Render it upright and juft towards my bre- 



thren ; 
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thrcn ; this fays but little : may it be affec- 
tionate, tender, compaffionate, preventing, ge- 
nerous, at all times ready to oblige s may it be 
meek, patient, difinterefted, remote' from all 
jealoufy, from all envy, from all malignity ; in 
a word, reform it upon thy own. May that 
adorable heart be always prefent to my mind, 
and may I ftudy to exprefs in myfelf all its fen-' 
timents. And penetrated with gratitude for 
the love thou haft (hewn me, I may acquit my- 
felf towards thee in the perfon of my brethren, 
whom thou commandeft me to confider and to 
treat as thyfelf. Amen. 
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ELEVENTH LESSON. 

THE PRACTICE OF THE LOVE OF OUR 
NEIGHBOUR. 

Self-love is not lefs enemy of the love of 
our neighbour, than it is to the love of God ; 
it is the only obdacle to the fulfilling of the one 
and the other precept. Jealous of our own 
excellence, we place the beft part of our merit 
in defpifing others *, we tend with all our might 
to raife ourfelves above them ; and if we cannot 
fucceed, we bear them envy, we lower them 
at lead in our own mind, and thus confole our- 
felves for their elevation. Behold pride, and 
all its confequences, that are fo prej udicial to 
the love of our neighbour. 

In loving ourfelves with an exclufive love, or 
what comes to the fame, in loving nothing but 
with a reference to ourfelves, we feek our hap- 
pinefs at the expence of that of others ; or at 
lead without being in any pain about it ; their 
good fortune awakens our fufpicions ; it feems 
to us almod a theft of what appertains to us ; 
becaufe, in faft, our infatiable paffions covet 
every thing, appropriate every thing to them- 
felves, and think every thing lawful to attain 
to their end. Behold cupidity, with all the in- 
judices it brings on. 

< Delicate 
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Delicate in the extreme, on what we imagine 
is our due ; (and what bounds can be fet. on 
this point to bur pretentions ?) we take offence 
at the leaft trifle; if able, we return to our 
neighbour with ufury the evil he has done us \ 
if we be not able, we retain in the heart refent- 
ment and hatred. Behold revenge, with its 
fatal effedls : revenge, that is praftifed in every 
fca$e; and that, all unjuft as it is, appears to 
us fo reafonable, that it is the point on which 
we have the greateft difficulty to fubmit our- 
felves to the gofpel. 

Blind to ourfelves, admirers of our godd qua- 
lities, whether real or imaginary, we do not 
fee, and we will not 'fee in others any thing 
but their faults ; we affix to them thofe which 
they have not ; we calumniate their virtues ; 
we fpy their conduit to find out their failings ; 
we feel a fecret pleafure in the accounts we 
have of them from (lander, and we are eager in 
fpreading them about. Behold malignity that 
infefts all with its poifon. Thefe vices, that 
are the fcourges of fociety, and a great many 
more, which it would be too long to enumerate, 
are fo many offsprings of felf-love. 

It would therefore be fufficient to be well 
acquainted with it, and to combat it, in order 
to pra£ttfe, in an excellent degree, the fecond 
precept of charity. But who is the man that 
makes a ferious ftudy of his own felMove; who 
H 2 dives 
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Jives into the injuftice of it; who is willing to 
be convinced of the oppofition it has, not only 
to religion, but alfo to reafon ? We may find 
among moralifts plenty of reflexions on felf- 
love in general ; but they are no mere than 
vague and fubtle fpeculations, didlated to their 
authors by felf-love itfelf ; they only reprefent 
them as pieces of wit, and of nice obfervation ; 
they are read, they are admired in that refped, 
but no one thinks of applying them to himfelf. 
We are fagacious enough in difcovering the 
felf-love of others ; but we (hut our eyes to our 
own ; and though we agree that we are not ex- 
empt from it, we always find out the fecret for 
our j unification, when we come to particulars. 
There is hardly any one who is willing to know 
himfelf; and it is felf-love that oppofes it, 
through the fear of too clear a fight of its de- 
formity ; neverthelefs, without that knowledge, 
there can be no humility, and without humility 
there can be no charity. 

But even when we acknowledge that in fome 
certain points we are ruled by felf-love, we are 
Hill very remote from corre&ing ourfelves of it. 
I have undertaken it, we fay, but I could not 
bring it about ; it is my chara&er, I am fo 
formed ; I cannot reform myfelf ; my neigh- 
bour muftrput up with me, fuch as I am. Thus 
do we always find reafons to juftify and excufe 

ourfelves, and it is felf-love that furnilhes them; 

it 
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It is felf-love that, whilft it exafts for itfclf the 
charity of others, difpenfes itfelf from charity 
with regard to them* How then is it poffible 
that the pra&ice of that virtue fhould not be as 
uncommon as it is difficult ? 

The detail of the duties that charity impofes- 
©n us, is endlefs. It is no fmall thing to "have 
an exaft knowledge of them, and to difcharge 
them according, to occurrences* The negative 
part of this precept, that forbids hurting our 
neighbour, is more limited, and in general we 
are better inftriu9;ed in it j or at leaft with a 
little refledllon, iris eafy to obtain inftruclion : 
hccaufe it holds with the natural law, the prin- 
rijfes of which are engraved in every heart, 
in upright man will find no difficulty in re- 
fraining from hurting his neighbour both in 
fpirituals and temporals. But the pofitive du- 
ties that charity preferibes are of a greater ex- 
tehtj and thofe we do not fufficiently ftudy* 
and ftill lefs do we try to pra&ife. 

The world in this refpeft confines itfelf ter 
politenefs, which is but a phantom of charity, 
which only confifts in words ; and to define it 
properly, is^only a mutual and tacit convention 
to flatter each other. Charity does not exclude 
feal politenefs j it even fuppofes it, or. it emi- 
nently fupplies it. But it is fincere, cordial* 
and effective, which politenefs always is not, 

and 
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and it a£ls through motives by far more ele- 
vated. 

/ 

It is only in the gofpel, in the epiftles of 
the apoftles, in the examples of Jefus Chrift, of 
his difciples, and of the primitive chriftians, 
that we can perfeftly learn the duties of cha- 
rity. Read thofe divine writings, ftudy thofe 
models, efpecially the model by excellence; 
enter into the fentiments of his heart ; be well 
perfuaded that they ought to be yours. Entreat 
him to enlighten you on a matter that is fo im- 
portant to your falvation and perfe&ion Then 
pra&ice according to the lights you receive, 
you will daily acquire new lights ; and at laft 
you will become confummated in the fciencc of 
charity. 

It embraces almoft all other virtues ; and it 
fuppofes thofe which have God for their imme- 
diate objefh Of this you may be convinced, 
from the admirable defcription of them by St. 
Paul, in his Fir ft Epiftle to the Corinthians; 
and it is not without reafon that he has faid, 
that he who loves his neighbour , has filled the law* 
St. John, the apoftle of charity, thought the 
farpe ; and befides the proof we draw of it fr° m 
his epiitles, St. Jerome relates, that in his ex- 
treme old age, not being able to hold a long 
difcourfe to the faithful, he was fatisfied with 
faying, My dear children , love ye one another ; 

and 
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and on his difciples expreffing their furptife at 
fo frequent a repetition, he anfwered, that it 
vjos the precept of the Lord , which alone is fuf* 
ficient , if it be fulfilled . From heilce Y e may 
judge what extent thefe two apoftles' gave iu 
They perfe£Uy underftood the fpirit of th« 
chriftian law, of- which love is the plenitude. 
They knew' that, as* we cannot love God, with- 
out loving ouf neighbour \ fo it is impoflible to 
love our neighbour, without loving God. They 
alfo knew the well-ordered love of outfelves is 
infeparable from thofe rwo loves v. and- that we 
are deficient in both, from our not undemand- 
ing our real interefts.- Let us- not, therefore, 
deceive our felves 5 let us be afiured that we 
cannot be peffeft chriftians K any other way than* 
by perfect charity. 

Not to hurt any one, either in his fortune* 
or reputation, either in his rights or lawful 
pret^nfious ; not to hurt him either in deed or 
hy will and Ample defire, is merely to be juft. 
And yet* how few chriftians have a- confidence- 
that is entirely clear on that head ? To be cha- 
ritable,. we. mud do, or at lead be fincerely 
willing to do to others all the good that we 
would wifh others to do to us in the* fame cir-^ 
oumftances and even more, fpiritual than tem-.V 
poral good \ each one according to his refpeC- 
tive ftation, and within his' reach : in as much* 

« the fpiritual advantage is of a much greater 

confequence; 
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confequence j and as, according to die divine 
appointment, the good temporal Ihould be re- 
ferred to the fpiritual. I do no barm to my 
neighbour, I wife him none ; may the evil I 
wife him fall upon myfelf 5 I try to live peace- 
ably with all the world. This is the language 
of many chriftians, to which they confine their 
charity,. and imagine that God demands nothing 
more. They are clumfily miftaken, and do not 
reflect that the beneficence of God, with re- 
gard to men, is the model of that which Jefua 
Chrift propofes to us towards our fellow-men. 
For in this account, he fays : Be you perfeft, as 
your heavenly Father is perfect *. * Love your en&± 
mies ; do good to them, that hate you y and pray for 
them that pcrfecute and calumniate you : that you 
may he the children of your Father y who is in hea- 
ven f . In the diftribution which he makes to 
men of temporal goods, he does not confult 
their merit, but his own bounty ^ he makes his 
fun rife alike upon the good and the bad, and 
rains upon the juft and the unjuft. In, the fu- 
pernatural order of things, he wills^ the falva- 
tion of all •, and furnifees the proper means ta 
all. If in this refpeft his providence is hidden 
from us, it is not lefs effe&ive; and we feall 
one day fee with aftonifement, that thofe who. 
have loft themfelves have had more lights and 
graces than were neceffary to lave them* Hence 

our 
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eur charity ought to be univerfal, as to perfons*. 
to places, to times; and to all forts of good 
things that are in our power ; and when thefe* 
fail us, we have always the refotirce of agooct 
will, of defire, and of prayer. 

To praftife properly fuch a charity, it is 
hardly to be imagined to what a degree we 
muft every way reftrain, defpoil, and mortify 
eurfelves. JPor example: you have the abun- 
dant necefiary ; you have the fuperfluous; you- 
have all youx conveniencies v and becaufe you 
beftow fome flight alms, without diminifh- 
ing any thing of your luxury and fumptuouf- 
nefs, you are at eafe, and flatter yourfelfthat 
70U are charitable. It is a grofs error. If there- 
in a poor objeflfe; who is deftitute of the necef- 
fary, and in behalf of whom you do not trench; 
upon your fuperfluous expences, upon your 
'comforts, even upon the abundance, that you - 
deem necefiary with refpeft to you ; you fin 
againftcharity, and you will anfwer before God 
for having been ignorant of his indigence, of 
which you ought to have taken information. 
That which you owe to your birth, to yPur 
rank, to your ftation, goes very much behind 
what you owe to the primary neceflities of your 
neighbour. In like manner, though you may 
riot be charged with the spiritual miriiftry, if. 
from Want of a jgood eounfel, of a reprimand, 
of carp and vigilance in regard to. thofe over 
h 3. whom 
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whom you have infpeCtion ; if from want of 
receiving from you inftruCtion and good ex- 
ample, they offend God, they do not amend, 
they expofe themfelves to ruin, and in faCt lofe 
themfelves, you grievoufly wound charity ; and 
you will be refponfible for the foul of your 
neighbour. If your humour, your impatience, 
your haughtinefs is to him an occafion of fall, 
his fall will be imputed to you. Nay more; 
even though your faults were to him an exer- 
cife of patience, and were conducive to his 
fanCtification, you will not be lefs culpable. I 
(hall not purfue this detail, which is immenfe. 
But I am not afraid to advance, that charity is 
of a continual praCtice 5 and that we cannot be 
faithful in it, without tending to all the per- 
fection of chriftianity. What a well-fupported 
attention is requifite to deal prudently with our 
neighbour ; to bear with him, to excufe his 
faults, to accommodate ourfelves to his cha- 
racter, to prevent him, and to guefs in fome 
meafure at what may oblige him ! Upon how 
many occafions mull we not yield, and relent 
in our rights ? How many things mud we not 
fuffer, and pafs over in filence ? How many 
natural motions of felf-love, of fenfibility, of 
repugnance, and of refentment mud we not 
ftifle ? and that to fulfil this one only part of 
the precept: Bear the burdens of one another . 
Under a certain relation, the practice of chrif- 
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tian mortification is the fame with that of char 
rity ; and it is only by a continual death to our* 
felves that we attain to the higheft point of 
the love of our neighbour. 

For there are degree* to infinity in the prac- 
tice of this precept ; or rather each degree is 
fufceptible of perfection to infinity. The firft 
is to do to others all the good of which we are 
capable. The. fecond,.. to do it well* to do it 
opportunely ; ta do it with a. juft meafure ; and 
to join all that can render it more endearing or 
more ufeful to our neighbour ; and whilft we 
oblige fome, never to difoblige others. The 
third, to -do good on every occafion, whatever 
itmay coft ns^.and never to confult vfi that re- 
gard our own intereft, our delicacy, our natural 
inclinations, pr aversions. The fourth, in fhort, 
to do it through the . moft pure and excellent 
motives. What an ample fubje£t of examina- 
tion, for a foul that afpires to the perfection of 
charity; and who is the chriftian, who ought not 
te afpire to it ? . 

To love our neighbour in this manner, it is 
ablblutely neeefiary to confider him in Jefus 
Chrift; /to. oblige in him the perfon of Jefus 
Chrift ; to fuller from him in the view of Jefus 
Chrift; to have, in a word, always Jefus Chrift 
prefent to the mind and heart in all our con- 
nexions with our neighbour. It is. alfo upon 
this account that Jefus Chrift in his gofppl 

every 
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every where fubftitutes our neighbour for him- 
felf ; and declares, that at the laft judgment 
he fhall hold as done to himfelf, to reward or 
to puniffi the good or the evil done to the leaft 
of his. How difficult it is to raife ourfelves up 
at all times to fo fupernatural a view, and not 
frequently to confider the man in the man ! 
And yet without that, you never will love your 
neighbour as you ought. The man prefenting 
himfelf before you, with his faults, will fhock 
you ; will difguft you ; will excite your con- 
tempt, or will leave you at leaft in a cold in- 
difference. You will think that you owe 
him nothing ; on the contrary, that he is your 
debtor. Or if you oblige him, if you (hew him 
attention, your friendfhip and attention will be 
purely human, upon which a refined and re- 
flexed felf-love will find nourifhment. 

Who would not be frightened, O my'Saviour, 
on confidering the extent and the perfection, of 
the duties of charity ! But how much more 
am I affrighted, when I caft my eyes on myfelf, 
and bring home thofe duties to my own con- 
dud ! But what comforts me in fome degree 
is, that I think I fincerely deteft all the fins I 
have committed in this matter, and that I am 
refolved to repair them by the molt exaCt prac- 
tice of this virtue. What comforts ifre ftill 
more is, that thou art charity itfelf, and quite 
ready to pardon whomfoever that acknowledges 
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himfelf guilty. Whither could I go* unlefs it 
be to thee, to learn what charity is; to find 
in thy love for me, the motive and the model 
of my kwe for my neighbour ; and to receive 
the fuccours, without which my feeble will can 
do nothing ? Penetrate me with thy fcntiments 
for my brethren, that are thine. I wifh to love 
them, becaufe thou loveft them, as thou loveft 
them ; that thereby I may dcferve to be eter- 
nally. loved by thee. Amen* 
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TWELFTH LESSON. 



SELF-DENIAL, 



The faying in the gofpel the moft harfli to 
man is this : If any man will come after me , let him* 
deny himfelf*. Nature fhudders at the found of 
thefe words ; the mind recoils ; the. will revolts* 
and human felf refills them with all its might. 
It is not to be wondered at, fince by fetting 
man againft himfelf, it obliges him continually 
to war upon himfelf ; and, in a word, to de- 
flroy himfelf, that he may fubftitute a new man 
for the old. What a morality ! who can com- 
prehend it ? who can relifh it ? who can prac- 
tife it ? 

Human philofophy never taught a morality 
like this •, it was beyond the reach of it. Either 
it granted all to the fenfes, by eftablifhing wif- 
dom in a moderate enjoyment of pleafures, by 
putting under calculation, and compenfating 
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not in need of the concurrence of the Deity. 
Jefus Chrift appears, after Epicurus and Zeno ; 
and commands every one who means- to be' his 
difciple, at once to renounce the pleafures of 
the fenfes, and the pride of reafon ; prescribing 
the fevereft mortification, and the mod pro- 
found humility.. Thus does he confound the 
falfe wifdom that was in. concert with corrupt 
nature, or only invited man ta become better, 
by rendering him more proud * y and he exaflts 
of him the completed reformation, with refpedi 
to the two fobftances of which he is compofed, 
without having it in his power to applaud him- 
felf for it, as if it were a work of his own. He 
admits o£ no temperament in this total abne- ' 
gation. ' No medium, does he fay ; either deny 
yourfelf, or I deny you 5 it is only upon this 
condition that you can belong to me. Once 
more, what a fentence ! and who can bear it ! 

Nevertheless it is a God-Man 5 it is the in- 
created Wifdom who fpeaks in this manner ; he 
defcended upon earth to teach us the way to 
happinefs ; and he (hews us no other than that 
of felf-deniaL He walked in it the firft \ and 
though there was nothing in himfelf that could 
be reformed, he renounced in all things his 
judgment and will. He invites us, to Whom 
this reformation is neceflary, to follow him, if 
we mean to attain to the fame term of eternal 
felicity. 

A language 
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A language like this, unheard of before, hr 
the mouth of Jefus Chrift, deferves, mod un- 
doubtedly, all our attention. We miift dive 
into it ; not to examine it, but to inftrudt our- 
felves, and to agree that it is worthy of the di- 
vine Legiflator who pronounced it. What then 
is it to deny one’s felf ? Why mull we deny 
ourfelves ? To what pafs mull we deny our- 
felves ? What are the fruits of this denial ? 
what will be its reward ? fo many queftions are 
thefe, into which a chriftian cannot penetrate 
enough. 

What is it to deny one’s felf, and what are we 
to underftand by that ? To form a juft notion 
of it, let us enter as far as we can into the na- 
ture of man. He is compofedof two fubftances; 
the foul and the body^: the foul governs ; the 
body is the inftrument and the executor of the 
will of the foul. The union of thefe two fub- 
ftances form the felf ; it is the foul that pro- 
nounces this felf ; but it does not pronounce itr 
for itfelf alone, it alfo comprifes the body, that 
is clofely united with it. To deny one’s felf* 
does not mean that the foul is to feparate itfelf 
from its body ; much lefs that it is to feparate 
itfelf from itfelf. This latter feparation is ab- 
furd, and contradiftory ; no being can feparate 
itfelf from itfelf. The other is poflible ; but 
it would be contrary to the inllitution of the 

Creator, 
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Creator, who does not allow us to feparate what 
he has joined. 

To deny one's felf, cannot even be to com* 
bat in one’s felf invincible propenfities, that 
precede all ufe of reafon, and that are a necef- 
fary confequence of our exigence. I necefiarily 
love my body ; I am neceffitated to provide for 
its prefervation and its wants; if under certain 
tales I facrifice my life, it can only be through 
views of a fuperior order i and to deprive my«? 
felf of it through defpair, would be an a& of 
folly. My foul loves itfelf, as necefiarily, as it 
knows itfelf ; becaufe it loves itfelf, it wifties 
,its happinefs, which is the objedt of all its de- 
fies, the drift of all its fteps and projedts * in a 
fford, its ultimate end, which it has not the: 
power to renounce. 

I cannot therefore pradtife felf-denial but 
with regard to the motions, the appetite?, the 
thoughts, and the affedtions that are fubjedt ta 
free will: and in ad that I muft difeern what is 
conformable or contrary to my reafonable na- 
ture, to its dignity, to its deftination, and to> 
* profound inftindk that infpires me with a re- 
fpeft and a love for moral order.. I have wants ^ 
1 muft fatify them, when no eflential reafon 
puts an obftacle to it. But I have defires that 
go beyond thofe wants : thefe I muft renounce $ 

1 have lawful affections ; but for them to be 
juft and approved by God, they muft be in 

order $ 
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order ; I mud keep them ih fubje&ion, and 
renounce whatfoever may fwerve from it. 5 
have other affeftions that prompt me to what 
is forbidden, either in itfelf, or on account cf 
circumftances : I never muft yield to them. I 
have paflions : but by their nature they muft be. 
fubjeCl to found reafon •, and when reafon con- 
demns them, either in their objeCf or in their 
excefs, they muft be repreflfed. . My fenfes have 
a ufe that is neceflary or lawful ; but they may 
have one that is dangerous, that would irritate 
my paflions, that would produce in me unlaw- 
ful defires; in this refpeft I muft mortify them# 
With much greater reafon all this is to be faidof 
the faculties of the foul, of the imagination, of 
the memory, of the underftanding, and of the 
will. My reafon, inftru&ed and guided by re*# 
ligion, muft regulate the ufe of them, and in- 
terdict tl>em whatever might lead me to vice,' 
or withdraw me from virtue. This is to re- 
nounce, not thofe faculties themfelves, but the 
images, the remembrances, the reafonings, the 
wifhes, either bad or frivolous and ufeiefs, or 
mifplaced or unfeafonable. I owe to myfelf a 
certain efteem, on account of the dignity of 
my nature ; but if this efteem pafles the juft 
bounds, it degenerates into pride ; if it refts 
on an unfolid ground, it degenerates into va- 
nity; and I muft renounce that pride and that 
vanity., I, cannot help loving mylelf ; but that 

love 
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love becomes unreasonable, and is not in order, 
when in contempt of God and of my neigh*- 
hour, it prefies me to bring every thing home 
to my felf ^ l then muft renounce it, and force 
it to keep itfelf within its proper limits.. I 
am at liberty to feek my happinefs in every 
thing : in that I do nothing but what is con- 
formable to my intelligent nature, and to the 
primary deffgns of the Creator. But whether 
through the error of my mind, or the depravity 
of my heart, I feek that happinefs where it is 
not, ^nd where it cannot be, I feek it at the 
expence of the happinefs of my neighbour, to 
which my own ought not to be hurtful \ and to 
attain it, I employ unjuft means, ft is. clear, 
, that upon finding out the error, that depravity, 
that injuftice, I am obliged to renounce them, 
and to reform what is vain and reprehenfible in 
the purfuit of my happinefs. Buch are the 
principal obje&s about which the gofpel fub^ 
jefts. me to the laws of felf-deniah. 

But why muft I deny rayfelf in this manner ? 
becaufe without that I debafe, I degrade, I per- 
vert my reafonable nature •, I am no longer nor 
man, nor dmftiam The heathens were ac- 
quainted with the four virtues of prqdenc^, 
jjiftice, ^fortitude, and temperance, of which 
they made the- bafe of their morality. And 
what is prudence, but a virtue that teaches me 
to diftinguifli the things that I ought, or. may 

lawfully 
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lawfully do, from thofc from which I ought to 
abftain ? Can I be juft, can I be ftrong, can 
I be temperate, unlefs I deny myfelf, as it were, 
at every inftant ? and can I pofiefs the habit of 
any virtue, unlefs I acquire the habit of felf- 
denial ? Every one knows the two words to 
which Epittetus reduced his do£lrine, abjlain 
end fuffer . What means abftain, unlefs it be" 
to deny one’s felf ? And what elfe is patience, 
but a continual felf-denial ? That which chrif- 
tianity adds to thefe precepts, drawn from 
found reafon, is only a more extenftve, and a 
more perfeft felf-denial; 

Is then my nature eftentially bad, and why 
has God made it fuch, as to be obliged incef- 
fantly to renounce it ? This is the problem 
which paganifm never could refolve, ever fince 
it had loft the traces of the primitive revelation. 
No ; your nature is not eftentially bad ; and 
that which you hold from God is nor what you 
are commanded to renounce. But man is no 
longer fuch as he came out of the hands of the 
Creator ; and fin has wholly vitiated him and 
all his faculties.. Even in his firft ftate of in- 
nocence, as he was defediible, in cafe he had 
been tried by temptation, as in fadl he was, he 
had to 'make to himfelf fome refiftance ; he had 
to praftife fome denial, in order to remain 
faithful to the obedience he owed to his Maker. 
For in (hort he only became guilty, for having 

yielded- 
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■yielded to that inexplicable principle of defe&i- 
bility, which every creature contains within 
itfetf, and for having given hold to the fug- 
geftions of the tempter. He was proud, and 
wifhed to equal God. He was curious, and 
wanted to acquire a knowledge of good and 
evil, which was interdi&ed him. He reafoned 
on the prohibition that God gave him, as if it 
had been the effeft of the envy which God 
bore him, and of the fear left he ihould be- 
come quite fimilar to him. He looked with 
too much complacency on the forbidden fruit, 
and fuffered himfelf to be tempted by its beauty, 
and by the tafte he expected from it. To fay 
all at once, he liftened to the devil * he liftened 
to himfelf, whilft he ought only to have liften- 
ed to God ; he ought to have denied himfelf 
in all thofe points, and he would not have 
finned. 

But fince his fall, being wounded in all the 
parts of his nature, he is obliged to pra&ife 
many other felf- denials, not for him to heal 
himfelf, but that grace may heal him and main- ~ 
tain him in health. He is all darknefs in mind* 
and his whole tendency is to be led aftray by 
his falfe notions, as well as his vain reafonings. 
He therefore muft be incellantly -diffident of his 
own pretended lights ; he muft renounce them, 
and reft himfelf only upon thofe which come 
to him from God, and which be ought humbly 

to 
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to implore. His will is all repugnance to 
good, and all propenfity to evil. He mull 
force that repugnance, he mult druggie 
againd that propenfity ; he mud hate, he mud 
weaken, he mud dedroy in himfelf thofe two 
enemies, not by his own drength, for he has 
none, but by the drength that grace communi- 
cates to him ; that is to fay, the divine attrac- 
tive that fpurs him on to good, and withdraws 
him from evil. Concupifcence continually at- 
tracts him towards fenfible objeCts, and folicits 
him to enjoy them ; his fenfes are always open 
to receive their impreflions ; his flefh often 
makes him experience humbling rebellions, to 
which he is expofed to confent ; the body only 
tends to enflave the foul, and to render it the 
minider of its pleafures. Unlefs he combats 
this unrelenting concupifcence, unlefs he cap- 
tivates his fenfes that are redlefs, fickle, cu- 
rious, and infatiable of new objeCts ; unlefs he 
mortifies his rebellious flefh, that only wants 
to be flattered, and is greedy of voluptuous fen- 
fa tions ; unlefs he keeps the body in the de- 
pendance of the foul, from which it ever en- 
deavours to withdraw itfelf ; he forgets God, 
and forgets himfelf; he becomes brute, and 
worfe than the brute, by employing his reafon 
in Satisfying and in judifying his grofs appetites. 
He is therefore under the neceflity of denying 
himfelf, unlefs he means to renounce God, his 

principle* 
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principle, and his end ; to renounce his high 
deftination 5 to renounce even his prefen t hap- 
pinefs; to renounce his quality of rational be- 
ing ; to be the fport of his errors and paffions ; 
to be the Have of his body and of external 
objects ; to live in inquietude, in agitation, in 
tedioufnefs, in difguft, and in continual tor- 
ment. 

Were he alone in the world, he would have 
to deny himfelf thus, for the fake of his real 
intereft ; but he is borri, and lives in fociety *j 
and fociety cannot peaceably fubfift, if each 
one of the members that compofe it, begin- 
ning from the* chiefs to the laft of fubjeCJs and 
citizens, do mot prefer the general welfare be- 
fore their own. How many new felf-denials*. 
tow many Sacrifices muft be made, if we be 
unwilling to introduce among men all forts of 
diforders and crimes 9 to be always in fears 
and alarms for our fafety ; to know no othet 
right than force, that pafles at every moment 
from one hand to another \ to fall a viCtim to 
the fraud and violence of others ; and, together 
with the ruin of the:body of fociety, to bring 
on the ruin of every individual 4 God, who 
will have concord, union, and peace to reign 
in all governments, was 'therefore to command 
the fovereigns and the people, all thofe re- 
nouncements that this end requires, he was to 
interdict them every defire, every project, every < 
^ aCtion 
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felf ; alone, in family, in fociety, fetf-denial is 
mdifpenfible. 

Tou detra&ors of the gofpel, (for k is efpe- 
daily in this particular that it difpleafes you) 
blame now, if you dare, in JefusChrift, a lefTon 
which you admire in a Seneca, in a Mark Au- 
relius ; a leifon which he has only perfe&ed, 
of which he has fet us the example, and the 
pra&ice of which his merits and grate have 
rendered pof&ble. The elogies, which in this 
point you lavifhly beftow on profane (ages, tell 
againft you, and are your condemnation. Tou 
praife them at free coft, as you acquit your- 
febes with them with a fterile admiration that 
obliges you to nothing. Whereas in fpite of 
you, you feel in the doftrine of Jefus Chriil an 
authority that fubjugates, judges, and condemns 
you; and upon this account you rife up againft 
it, you cenfure and blafpheme it. 

But to what pafs are we to deny ourfelves ? 
To fuch pafs as is neceffary perfedily to fulfil 
the law of God : a chriftian can have no doubt 
about that. Now the law of God cannot be 
perfe&ly obferved, unlefs that denial be uni- 
verfal, abfolute, and continual. If it be .not 
univerfal, if you do not hate, if you do not 
purfue whatever is vicious in your nature, you 
no longer can anfwer for yourfelf 5 nor can you 
know how far an indulgence, in any one point, 
may hurry you away. Y ou lop off the branches 
* 1 of 
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of a vice, but you fufier the toots to remain ; 
it will (hoot out new branches, which at laft 
you will tire in lopping, and will be the caufe 
of your ruin. In vain do you hold back the 
hand, if you hold not back the defire ; (boner 
or later the defire will force the hand. It is the 
£rft thought, the firft motion, (hat you mull: 
reprefs, as foon as you perceive it, and as (bon 
as God infpires you to do it. If you negleflt 
the thought, you will delight in it, and the 
a&ion will foon follow ; that a&ion reiterated, 
will lead to a habit, and one evil will bring on 
a greater. What is a look ? nothing in ap- 
pearance. One only is fufficieni, even tranfient 
and very rapid ; wiiich you do not renounce, 
to kindle a violent paflidh, of which you no 
longer will be mafter, and which will carry you 
to the greateft excefs. A look rendered David 
adulterer and murderer ; and without the ad- 
monition of a prophet, he would not have ac- 
knowledged it. What is a {mall illicit gain ? 
with that, great rapines almoft always begin. 
A word, a gefture, a wilful want of attention, 
is often the fource of the mod violent hatreds, 
and the moft terrible revenges. Every evil in 
its origin is but a (park, which would be of 
no confequence, were it carefully extinguifhed: 
affiftance comes too late, when it has produced 
a vaft conflagration. All the world is well ac- 
quainted with that. There is no one who, at 

the 
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the birth of a paffion, meant to go as far. as 
k poffibly could lead ; and yet we do not take 
nay meafurcs to renounce the firft approach, and 

- we judge that law too fevere that exacts it. 

- There is the fame danger, if felf-denial be 
not abfolute, if you* put it under conditions} 

" reftriftions, and referves. , Nature will always 
gain its' caufe, when you begin to difpufce with 
f it about the more or lefs, and allow it to ex- 
: pole its reafons. It is nothing, will it lay, that 

will be of no confequence, I will, flop there. 
J>o tk > t rely upon that ; or rather be allured of 
the contrary. You will hardly have granted 
"what it craves, before it will propofe to you 
fome thing, new, which you will find more 
. difficult to refufe. JTo ftate felf-denial at cer- 
tain bounds, is a- thing impracticable. You 
will flatter yourfelf m vain with the flopping 
at thole bounds 5 you neither will be able nor 
willing to do it. The referve you have put, 
the reftri&ion you have made, will weaken you 
in the very points in which you think yourfelf 
the firmed; \ and in a Ihort time you will eveh 
fail on the moft important occafions. 

' Self-denial muft be continual ; that is, that 
there is not one inftant in life, in which you 
fhould not be on your guard, in order to refill 
the firft impulfes of nature. This always aCls 
againft grace \ and you muft oppofe to it a Hill 
ftronger aClion : for to (land on a balance with 
1 a 1 it 
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it is quite a chimera. The moment in which 
your effort (hall leffen, and your vigilance re- 
Ux, will be the moment of your fall. Atten- 
tive to profit by the lead advantage, nature will 
furprife you ; and if it once gets the maftery, 
it will be more difficult to fubdue it again. Let 
us therefore embrace felf-denial in its full ex- 
tent; let us take the refolution of combating 
ourfelves in every thing, until death. Let us 
be attentive to what I am going to fay ; it is 
only at that moment that this praftice will 
feem pleafing to us : it is always harfh to all 
who embrace it but in part ; of the truth of 
this, the courageous fouls on the one hand, and 
the flothful on the other, give full teftimony. 
I know, that in fpite of our good refolutions, 
we ftill {hall be liable to a good many wealc- 
nefTes ; but if our will be fincere, God will be 
indulgent to us ; he himfelf will lift us up, fup- 
port us, and grant us perfeverance. 

We fhall reap the fruits of felf-denial, in 
proportion as we {hall pra£tice it : thofe fruits 
are innumerable ; I ihall only bring forward the 
chief. Order will reign within us ; reafon will 
be fubmiffi^e to God the paffions to reafon ; 
the fenfes and the flefli to the mind. We {hall 
gradually attain to the perfect liberty of the 
children of God ; we {hall have an abfolute 
command over ourfelves, with ftrength to check 
every diforderly motion in its birth, and to refilt 

\ the 
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die firft fuggeftions of the devil. We {hall 
have alfo the incomparable advantage of finning 
no more grievoufiy, nor with deliberation ; but 
lightly, and* through inadvertence, through fur- 
prife, and mere frailty 5 fo that our faults^ 
which will be attended with no bad confequence, 
will only ferveto keep us in humility, and in a 
diffidence of ourfelves. We fliall enjoy, a folid 
and lafting peace : for in proportion as we ach* 
vance in the pra£lke of felf-denial, $he coal- 
bats become lefs frequent, lefs ftrong, and of 
eourfe lefs painful ; and the victories will coft 
at lall almoft no kind of effort. The prefence 
ef God, the facility of praying,, the relifii foe 
heavenly things accompany that peace. The 
more we deny ourlelves for God, the more does 
he communicate himfelf, becaufe he finds m u« 
a greater purity, of heart* As to our neighbour, 
it is by felf-denial that we gain his elteem and 
affe&ion y we live upon fo much the better 
terms with every one, as we are- dead to our- 
felves, and feel much lefs liveHly what we may 
have occafion to fuffer ^ from others. With re- 
gard to the inevitable evils of life, of what kind' 
foever they may be, felf-denial raifes us above 
them, and- teaches us to turn them to profit. 

Such are the advantages we draw from it in 
this world : but what will be its reward in eter- 
nity ! If heaven be affured to thofe who die in 
the ftate of grace \ if the (maUeft degree of the 
' glory 
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glory and of the happinefs of the loweft of the 
deft, furpafles, without comparifon, all that 
the mind can conceive, and the heart defire, to 
what glory, to what happinefs will thofe fouls 
be raifed, who have denied themfelves upon 
earth ? If a cup of cold water given to a poor 
objeft will have its reward, how much greater 
will the reward be of an adt of felf-denial ? 
Whilft charity towards the wretched is fo 
pleafing, and felf-denial fo painful, what dif- 
ference therefore will not God make between 
thofe two adlions ; he who is the juft Appraifer, 
and the magnificent Rewarder ! And what will 
he not beftow on an habitual felf-denial, fol- 
lowed up to the fmalleft and the moft imper- 
ceptible niceties, even to the deftrudtion of the 
human felf, at lead in defire ! Let us rely upon 
God ; he will give himfelf to us in exadl pro- 
portion, as we (hall have given ourfelves to him 
by felf-denial. I flop here •, whatever more I 
might fay for the unfolding of this idea only, 
would weaken it. 

O my God, what a change has fuddenly 
come upon me ! I dreaded felf-denial, as the 
fevereft precept of the gofpel/, I taxed it al- 
moft of tyranny : and now I find it infinitely 
juft and reafonable; I love and defire it; I 
mean to devote myfelf to the pradlice of it, 
even for the comfort of my life. How blind 
have I hitherto been ! how little did I know my 
i. real 
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Fed mtereft, when I thought that felf-denial 
was oppofite to my happinefs ! on the contrary^ 
it is the only road that leads to it* Grant, O 
Lord, that I may always remain invincibly per** 
fuaded of this truth v and- may it be hencefor- 
ward the bafe and the rule of my conduit. I 
muft deny myfelf, in order to be happy in this 
life and the next. As much, therefore, as I 
wilh to be happy, fo much mu(l I wilh to deny 
myfelf. I take this refolution, O Lord \ I fet 
my hand to work under the dire&ion of thp 
grace. Aflift me, fupport me, give me ftrengtfe 
to perfevere in it to the end* Amen* 
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THIRTEENTH LESSON. 

THE EIGHT BEATITUDES. 

Jesus Christ, from the mountain where he 
was feated, opens to a long difcourfe which 
he makes to the people, by declaring who thofe 
are whom he holds to be happy, and in fa& are 
fo» Let us give ear to this difcourfe, which is 
addrefled to us all •, there is nothing fo in- 
terefting to us as the beginning of it ; and he 
who fpeaks, is the only one who deferves our 
whole belief. On the moft important matter of 
morality, with a divine authority he explains 
himfelf clearly, fimply, in a few words, with- 
out difplay of principles and of reafonings. 

Philo fophers at all times have reafoned upon 
hr.ppinefs : but all of them failed in their in- 
veiligations. Various as well as vain were 
their fyftems, groundlefs in themfelves, and 
unattainable in pra&ice, degenerating into de- 
putes among the wits in the fchools, and the 
men of letters in their clofet, without ever be- 
coming any rule of life, either for the learned 
or ignorant. This was becaufe two things 
were wanting to them ; a light to convince, and 
an authority to perfuade. Jefus Chrift alone, 
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in quality of* the fupreme reafon, has joined to 
the moft glaring light the moft cogent autho- 
rity. From hence flow the fimplicity and the 
force of his difcourfe; it enlightens and effe&s; 
it captivated the mind, and wins the heart* 

In chriftianity itfelf, the world has its ideas 
on happinefs: for who is not philofopher in 
this matter ? and' thefe ideas are direfHy oppo- 
fee to thofe of Jefus Chrift* To judge with 
fitreriefs on what fide- the truth is to be found* 
it is fufficient to pay attention to the principles 
which Jefus Chrift and the world follow* in 
their eftimation of happinefs. The world con- 
fiders happinefs - folely with a reference to the 
pefent life, and make# it confift in the enjoy- 
ment of fetUible obje&s.- Je£iis Chrift confiders * 
it chiefly .with a reference tothe lifeto come, and 
eftablUhes it here below in the ufe of the means 
that lead to eternal felicity; Moreover,* without: 
excluding from this tranfitory. life- all kind o£ 
happiuefs,» he peaces it in an intimate peace of 
the heart, that is independent of what the foul 
experiences on account of the tody.andof. ex- 
ternal objeAs. Without going any further, 
and without confuting experience* which here 
fovereignly decides, which of the two rea forts 
heft, of him who' conftitutes the happinefs of 
a being thatis intelligent, free, capable of virtue 
and of yice ? evidently deftined to immortality 
; -.I *3 * in 
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in a fixed, affured, and eternal Hate 5 or of 
him who annexes the happinefs of fuch a being 
to a ftate that is changeable, uncertain, of a 
very fhort duration, and on which there can 
be no dependance ? Of him who places it in 
the poffeffion of a good, that is infinitely above 
man, the knowledge of which wiH ravifh his 
mind with admiration, and the love of which 
will fill his heart with an ineffable joy ; or of 
him who places it in the poffeflion of obje&s 
that are greatly inferior to man, that cannot 
fatisfy his immenfe defire of knowing and of 
loving ? Of him who eftablifheg the feat of 
happinefs in the very centre of the foul, from 
whence it diffufes itfelf over all its faculties, 
and over the body that is united with it, as far 
as it is capable of it ; or of him who makes it 
refide in the imagination, in that which in the 
foul is fenfitive, and by which it holdsr by the 
body, fo as to depend upon its organs, and on 
the goodnefs of its conftitution ? Of him, in 
fhort, who gives us in the peace of the heart, 
a pledge of the happinefs to come ; or of him 
who keeps the heart always reftlefs, always fa- 
mifhed, and offers it nothing that contents iti 
Can we poffibly hefitate ? and muft we not ne- 
ceffarily agree, that on the fide of Jefus Chrift 
there is all truth and wifdom to be /ound ; 
whereas on the part of the world, all is falfo- 

hood 
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hood and folly. After this general reaibning^. 
which is evident and without reply to an up-* 
right foul i let us come to the explication of 
each beatitude, and let us put the maxima 
of the world in parallel with thole of Jefu* 
Chrifh 



jFIEST BEATITUDE. 

Blejfed, fays our Lord, are the poor in fpirit .* 
for theirs is the kingdom of heaven The pope 
in fpirit, that is to fay, in heart and affe&ion, 
are thofe who, if they poffefs riches, arc not 
attached to them, and^make a rational ufe of 
the m ; or if they do not poffefs them, do not 
defire them, and are content with the necefiary 
for their fubfiftence. Thefe two forts of poor 
are very rare j there are few rich, whofe heart 
is not attached to riches ; there arc few poor, 
who do not defire to be rich, and whom that 
defire does not engage to employ illicit- means* 
to become fa.. 

In viewing things only philofophically, the 
poor of whom Jefus Chrift fpeaks, are they' 
not truly happy ? The fir ft have indeed riche?,, 
but they are not tormented by them j they are 
the matters of them, but are no ways Haves to< 
them 5 they poffefs them, but are not ppffeffed. 

% 

* Matt. v» 3. ct feq. ; 
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by them. In taking proper pains to preferve 
their fortunes, or even to better it, they are 
free from folicitudes ; and the Ioffes they meet 
with do not afflict them. In other refpe&s, 
they enter into no law-fuits, but through ne- 
ceflity ; they are guilty of no injufticesf : they 
are liberal and benevolent ; ready at all times 
to relieve the needy, and are lefs rich for them- 
felves than for others. Thus do they raife 
themfelves above the envenomed fliafts of envy; 
from their readinefs to oblige, they procure 
themfelves friends ; they have the bleflings of 
the poor, and whilft they themfelves are happy, 
they conftitute the happinefs of all who are 
about them. 

The fecond have not the incumbrances that 
unavoidably attend great poffeflions, nor con- 
fiderable Ioffes to fuftain or to apprehend. They 
are ftrangers to the torment of fuperfluous de- 
fires; if they poffefs little, that little fuffices them. 
A nourifhment that is frugal and friendly to 
health, is the fruit of their labour ; and in fa- 
tisfying the Iirfh wants of nature, they tafte an 
innocent pleafure, which the rich man does not 
find in the abundance and in the conveniences 
of life. In the eftimation of the pagan fages, 
this mediocrity is preferable to opulency ; and 
the portrait they give of it in their writings, 
how charming foever it may be, falls lhort of 
the reality. This is what the world itf^lf, upon 
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the fmalleft refle&ion, muft agree to ; and can- 
not refufe the title of happy to thofe who make 
a good ufe of riches, or to thofe who know 
how to live without them. 

But their happinefs is by far greater, when 
we confider the thing in a- chriftian light* The 
heart of both the one and the other being dif- 
engaged from the good things of the earth, 
wholly bends itfclf towards thofe that are above; 
it anticipates the fruition of them, and being 
grounded on the promifes of Jefus Chrift, it 
knows that the kingdom of heaven is enfured 
to it,' provided it continues difengaged. How 
great is the happinefc of chriftian hope, which 
onnot be wanting to us but through our own 
iault, as on the part of God it refts on an' un- 
fcaken bafis ! That heavenly and everlafting 
kingdom belongs to me ; may the rich who is 
poor in fpirit fay to himfelf, as well as the poor 
who is content Arith his poverty ; it belongs to 
me, I have the exprefs word for it of Jefus 
Chrift, whofe kingdom it is ; for me to Be de- 
prived of it, I muft be willing to lofe it; and God 
forbid that I ever Ihould conceive fo fatal a de- 
fign : I hope that his-goodnefs will preferve me 
from it : and that I never (hall be fo infatuated 
as to facrifice an eternal good, to the afFe&ien 
of perifhable things. A chriftian whp thinks 
in this manner, who feeds upon fuch a pleating 
hope, who lives fo as not to make it void* muft 
. . he 
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he not be happy with a fupernatural happinefs, 
without fpeaking of the other kind of happi- 
nefs, which human wifdom does not deny 
him ? 

Still more happy, in every fenfe of the word, 
than either the one or the other, are the volun- 
tary poor, who pra&ifing the counfel of Jefus 
Chrift, in order to walk more freely in his 
footfteps, have ftript themfelves of all, and have 
vowed to poflefs nothing upon the earth. They 
have no care either to acquire or preferve j the 
houfe they dwell in furnifties them with what 
is neceflary ; one or two perfons have the charge 
of providing for the wants of all. In this re- 
fpedl, there is a perfedl equality amongft them*, 
and being ftrangers to the mine and the thine, 
there is nothing to prevent them from having but 
one heart and one foul, like the primitive chrif- 
tians of Jerufalem. They have full liberty to 
attend to heavenly things, and to employ them- 
felves in the fpiritual or temporal welfare of | 
their neighbour. If they poflefs the fpirit of 
their {late, and are faithful to their calling, 1 
they are angels upon earth, and already fliare jjjj 
in the happinefs of the bleflfed in heaven, as 
they only think of God, and live and labour 
only for him. If the world thinks them 
wretched, it is becaufe it knows them not, and 
becaufe their kind of happinefs is beyond its 
reach. 

Happy 
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Happy are the Tich, fays the worldling : for 
the good things of the earth are theirs. Al- 
though this happinefs were real, it could only 
belong to a fmall number ; and this already is 
an evident proof that it is not a real one. For 
the proper happinefs of man fhould be fuch, as 
that every man may attain to it ; if the major 
part be excluded from it, it no longer is the 
happinefs of man, but that of birth, of condi- 
tion, or of mduftt y. Happy are the rich ! But 
in what are they happy ? Is it bccaufe they 
fully fatisfy the wants of nature ? but to do that, 
it is iiot neceflary to be rich $ and to fupply the 
wants of the body is not a happinefs for the , 
foul 5 it is only a privation of fuffering, or at 
ffioft a phyfical well-being, that enables the foul 
to acquit itfelf of the fun&ions which it cannot 
cxercife without the body. But the foul has 
its happinefs apart, of an order that is much 
more elevated, which^H the riches of the uni- 
verfe never can procure. Is it becaufe they 
abound in the conveniencies of life ? But thefe 
convenieficies, without which mod men very 
comfortably live, are in faft more imaginary 
than real wants •, and to increafe our wants, 
which may be done almoft to infinity, is only to 
increafe our mifery and flayery. And therefore 
the rich are more dependent eh and are greater 
Haves to their bodies than the poor, and con- 
sequently in that refpett they are more, to he 
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pitied. Is it becaufe riches afford the means 
of enjoying every pleafure ? But the pleafures 
of the fenfes, which are bought by weight of 
gold, are the happinefs of the animal, (if, how- 
ever, the animal be fufceptible of happinefs) 
and no ways the happinefs of man. Thofe 
pleafures do not fatisfy his hunger, but increale 
it ; the more he indulges in them, the more do 
they pall upon him, and to be glutted with 
them, and to be a burden to one’s felf, is equi- 
valently the fame. 

Add to this, that the diforder and the excels 
of them are followed by fo many fatal confe- 
quences both for foul and body, that one mult 
be wholly unreafonable to place his happinefs 
in voluptuous fenfations. All the fages .of an- 
tiquity were of this opinion, and Plato has de- 
monftrated it. This, however, is but the fair' 
fide of riches. 

Now if we confrder them under the other 
afpe6l, with refpe£t to the anxieties it cofts to 
amafs or to keep them •> to the lawfuits they 
occafion ; to the endlefs defires they excite ;,to 
the habitual fear of lofing them, by a thoufand 
accidents, which often the belt precautions can- 
not guard againft ; to the certainty of - being 
one day defpoiled of them by death ; to the re- 
morfes of confcience arifing from an unjuft pof- 
feflion ; to the neceflity of reitoring, . which it 
is fo painful to fubmit to \ to the terrors of ano- 

, ther 
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dier life thar haunt a wicked rich man who ftiU 
retains a fpark of religion ; to the ptiblic hatred, 
that by his hard-heartednefe and infenfibility 
he draws upon himfelf ; to the envy that his 
floth, effeminacy, and pride excites in his in- 
feriors ; to all the evils, in a word, that attend 
and refult from great fortunes; to the mean 
and debafing vices that the love of money be- 
gets in a man ; to the dangers of every kind 
with which opulence is threatened r we flnril 
readily agree, that riches, far from rendering 
man happy, are the molt conducive to his 
mifery. 

As to the belief and the practice of religion, 
soft which are neceffary to fecure the hap- 
pinefs of a chriftian in another life; who is ig- 
norant that m this light Jefus Chrift has ana- 
thematized the rich ? Who is ignorant that 
piety is incompatible with the love of riches, 
and that it is a very rare thing to poflefs them 
and not to love them? It- is therefore averred, 
that they are at once hurtful to the happinefe 
of man and of the chriftian y and thaf in every 
point of view, happy are the poor in fpirit, for 
theirs is the kingdom of heaven r beeaufe they 
have incomparably lefs to fuffer upon earth, 
and beeaufe all things concurto fboth the pains 
that are inevitable in life. 

St. Auftin, in his expofition' of the fermon 
on the mountain, underftands by the poor in 
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fpirit, thofe who are humble, whofe mind and 
heart are free from all fwelling. In explaining 
the words of Jefus Chrift in this fenfe, who can 
doubt but the humble are happy in comparifon 
with the proud ? Is there a more cruel tor- 
ment of the foul than that of pride ? On the 
contrary, is there a more beatifying virtue than 
humility? I {hall not at prefent fay more on 
this fubjeft, that I may avoid uniting many 
things under one title. 



SECOND BEATITUDE.- 

The fecond beatitude is : Blejfed are the tneel; 
for they Jhall pojfefs the land . The meeknefs of 
which our Saviour fpeaks here, is not precifely 
that of the character with which we are born, 
and which may be improved by education. This 
is undoubtedly a pleafing quality of the foul, 
and affords the greatefl comfort in the com- 
merce of life •, every one wifhes to live with a 
meek chara&er, efpecially if it do not degene- 
rate into foftnefs and infipidity. The meek- 
nefs fpoken of in the gofpel, is a fupernatural 
virtue, founded on the love of God and of our 
neighbour, and acquired with the help of grace, 
by continual vi&ories over ourfelves. Thofe 
who are meek through character, are com- 
monly lefs capable of this virtue than others 

who 
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who are more lively and impatient ; becaufe 
natural meeknefs is generally joined to weak* 
nefs, that does not allow the foul to \ife a cer- 
tain violence with itfclf when the occafion 
offers. Such a one leems meek, he yields, he 
endures, becaufe he wants power to refill, and 
to repel what difpleafes. Supernatural meek- 
nefs confiits in fupporting the faults of our 
neighbour, all injuries, injuftices, and other 
ill-treatments, without irritation and impatience, 
in not breaking out into murmurs and com- 
plaints, in retaining no bitternefs nor rancour* 
and in fincerely forgiving. 

Meek fouls Jball pojjefs the land* They will 
mhdrit that land of the living, from whence the 
death of both foul and body is for ever banHhedt 
It will be their portion j becaufe chriftian meek* 
ntfs does not go without the retinue of other, 
virtues \ and becaufe it cannot be conftantly 
praftifed in its full extent, unlefs grace reign# 
in the heart. In cafe (t Ihould happen that one 
who is meek Ihould fall into any grievous fault* 
God, to whom meeknefs is infinitely plesfing, 
’would (bon go to his aififtance ; he would raife 
him up, and would not permit him to die in fin. 
h was in this confidence that the Pfolmift faid 
to God : O Lord , remember David, and all his 
meelnefs *. Eflential happinefs, therefore, is in- , 

fured 
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fured to him, which is fufficient to verify the 
words of Jefus Chrilt. 

But let us not ftop here; and let us fee if he, 
who is meek through virtue,, does not enjoy the 
happinefs that appertains to this life. It is not 
in our power to hinder our neighbour from 
having faults, which are often very inconve- 
nient ; neither can we corre£l, and fometimes 
we cannot admonilh him. And yet we have to 
live with this neighbour. It is a father, a mo- 
ther, a hufband, a brother, a filter, a mailer, a 
miltrefs, children, and even fervants and other 
people, with whom, through various reafons 
and interefts, we are linked. Mow is it poflible 
to be happy in fuch a lituation, which is daily, 
which fometimes lafts for life, and in which the 
occafions of being impatient are continual, uff- 
lefs the virtue of meeknefs come to our affif- 
tance? We fulfer, it is true, in the beginning* 
but, by dint of reprefling of ourfelves, we at- 
tain no longer to feel within us contrarieties 
nor rebellions*, at lall we hardly perceive the 
flighteft emotion; we pofiefs an habitual peace, 
which no turbulence nor buftle, no wrangling 
or quarrelling can dilturb. Is not this a hap- 
pinefs ? 

Who is not expofed to evil proceedings, to 
injuries, to injuftices of every kind ? Not to 
be fo, we mull have no dealings, no con- 
nexions' 
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ticxions with any one. ‘ If any 'one ofiends me, 
ufes'tne ill, or Tobs me of my property; if I 
am deftitute of meeknefs, what will become of 
me ? on the ^contrary, if I am meek, I Ihali 
be patient, I (hall freely forgive, i fhall always 
be ready to come to an accommodation, for 
the fake of peace. Is not this alfo an happi- 
nefs? Is he more fo, who experiences no- 
thing of the kind ? he is not; for though he be 
exteriorly more at reft, he has not the advan- 
tage of pra&ifing the mo ft comforting of vir- 
tues^ and of feeling the fweets of it; he.d6 alfo 
drived of thofe graces with which God amply 
rewards whatever violence we ufe with our- 
fe/fe s. Peace of mind is the only bleffing of 
fife; by means of meeknefs we fhall always 
enjoy it ; without meeknefs we never can enjoy 
•it ; there is 'nothing more evident. 

Befides, is there a more efficacious way to 
’Win every heart ? And to quote an example, 
vrhich every oiie is acquainted with ; : was it not 
by his incomparable meeknefs that St Francis 
of Sales was, of his age, the mod amiable, and 
the moft beloved ? Happy , therefore, are the 
w&i for they Jhall pojfefs the Jand of the livings 
their heart will always dwell in peace* they will 
maintaiu harmony with their neighbour, and will 
i>e equally cherifhed both by God and men. 

The world dares not fay, Happy are thofe 
are not meek ; who put up with nothing; 

who 
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who forgive nothing; it too clearly fees the 
falfehood and abfurdity o£ fuch a language: 
but it fays that we muft not be fo indulgent to 
the faults of our neighbour ; that it is proper, 
now and then to make him fenfible of them, 
provided we exceed not the bounds of civility 
and politenefs ; that we fhould make ourfelves 
refpefted and feared, and not fuffer ourfelves to 
be trampled under foot ; that we muft repel an 
injury, fo as not to be expofed to another ; that 
we muft (land up for our rights, and allow no 
one to invade them. Such are the maxims of 
the world, that are very oppofite to Chriftian 
meeknefs, and which, in pra&ice, are but too 
pun&ually followed. 

But let it be its own judge. Do thefe dif- 
pofitions procure happinefs ? As to the capital 
point, which is the happinefs of another life, 
it is manifeft, that to make thofe maxims the 
rule of one’s conduft, is to renounce, or very 
nearly to renounce it ; becaufe it is impoflible 
that to be haughty with our neighbour and in- 
tolerant of his faults, to be jealous of our 
rights, and too keenly to refent injuries, (hould 
not lead to confiderable faults, and even to ex- 
cefles ; and becaufe this kind of fin is very dif- 
ficultly repented of. The man, therefore, who 
is an enemy to chriftian meeknefs, always lofes 
himfelf irremediably. 



But 
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But does he at leaft fecure to himfelf the hap- 
pinefs of the prefent life?’ Not at all. Enter 
thofe to6f$, where this virtue is neither known 
nor praftifed* and fee whether the hulband 
and wife, the father, the mother, and the chil- 
dren, the brothers and filters, the mafter and 
die fervants contribute to their mutual happi- 
nefs. Politenefs, ittteteft, and fear, fometimds 
fave appearances ; but inwardly they feel the 
more. What repofe does the haughty, proud, 
vindi&ive than enjoy, who cannot put up with 
the lhadow of an offence ? he may not, perhaps, 
he the aggreffor ; but is always on the defen* 
fae*, at the leaft word, his repartee is in read!- 
neis ; unlefs you yield, unlefs you apologife, 
he is refolved to go to the greateft lengths. 
What does he inwardly feel ? what agitation ! 
what tranfports! what fury! he lofes his ap-^ 
petite and fleep, and never will be at reft, until 
he has had his revenge, and obtained fatisfac- 
tion. Perhaps, alfo, he neveT will forgive ; 
that is to fay, he will keep in his heart a poifon 
that will be the torment of his life. He will 
ftill be worfe, if,* with the defire of revenge, he 
has not the means of having it. 

And thofe who are inexorable concerning 
their rights, whp follow them up by the rigo- 
rous ways .of juftice, who know no tempera- 
Dtent, no accommodation, and are always 'ready 

to 
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to enter into or to fuftain a lawfuit ; are they 
happy ? can they poffibly be fo ? 

O chriftian meeknefs ! the world ha6 banifhed 
thee from the region which it inhabits; for 
which it is feverely punifhed, and for which it 
will one day be infinitely more fo. Let it ab- 
jure the maxims that are fo fatal to its happi- 
nefs ; let it fubmit itfelf to the divine Legiflator: 
and of a country of divifions, of quarrels, of 
hatred, and of revenge, of an anticipated hell; 
it will make an abode of charity, of mutual for- 
bearance, of love, of reconciliation, a terreflrial 
paradife. 



THIRD BEATITUDE* 

Bleffed are they that mourn ; for they Jhall k 
comforted. By thofe who mourn, we are to un- 
derftand both thofe chriftans, who having had 
the misfortune to offend God, fincerely return to 
him again, who detefl and repair their fins, and 
fpend in penance the remainder of their life; 
and thofe pure and innocent fouls, who being 
weaned at an early period from the vain plea- 
fures of the world, embrace a ferious and an 
auftere tenor of life, deeply deplore their own 
mifery, and lament that God is fo ill ferved, 
and fo much offended, and that fo many fouls 
fhould hurry on to their eternal perdition. 

Bleffed 
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Jeftis Chrift pronounces fuchpteifons bleffcd;* 
becaufe confolation awaits them j and a confo- 
lation that is folid and intimate, that will diffi- 
pate all their forrows, and that never will pafs 
away. You Jhatl lament and zueeft, does he fay 
elfewhere to his difciplcs ; but tie world jbaty 
rejoice; but yotdr forrow Jhall be turned into joy 
and your joy no man Jhall take from you . David 
reprefents the true fervants of God in this mor- 
tal life, as hufbandmen *hat fow in toil and in 
tears; but that at harveft they fhall come with, 
joyfulnefs, carrying their (heaves *. God him* 
felf (hall wipe away all tears from their eyes : 
uid death (hall be no more 5 nor mourning, 
nor crying, nor forrow (hall be more: for 
the former (late is paffed away ; and God (hall 
create in their favour a new ftate of things, 
*here all good things will be found, without 
any mixture of evil. 

Are then the friends of God deftitute of all 
confolation upon earth $ do they fafte no com- 
forts that are fuperior to any that the.world can 
afford ? From whence then arifes the habitual 
peace of their foul, and the ferenity of their 
countenance ? Why did St. Paul declare thtft 
he felt a fupcrabundant joy in all his tribula- 
tions ? Why did he fay that the God of all 
confolation fortified him infuch a manner in 
his afili£Kon$, a$ to enable him to afford comfort 
K to 

• PfaL cxxy« j* Apoc. xxl. 
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to thofe, who were tried by adverfity ? Behold 
an apoftle, who not only was abfolutely di- 
vorced from the pleafures of the world, but 
was the vi£Um of its moft cruel perfections ; 
whofe life was a continue*! feries of toils, dan- 
ger*, and of erodes of every kind ; who in the 
midft of them fought for no mitigation from 
creatures ; who afked even none from God, 
happy that he was to fuffer for his fake: behold, 
I fay, an apoftle, who is fo powerfully confoled 
and fupported from above, as to diffufe among 
the fuffering faithful the fuperabundance and 
fuperfluity of his joy. Why did St. Xaverius 
cry out in the midft of his apoftolical labours, 
yet overflowing with heavenly delights ; Enough, 
O Lord , enough; thy confolations are too much 
for my weaknefs ? Why was there never a 
faint, never an inward foul ; I do not fay who 
was defirous of exchanging the hardfhips and 
trials of virtue for the vain pleafures of the 
earth, but who even wifhed that God w r ould 
leflen them, and who did not retradl the com- 
plaints, that weak nature occaflonally might have 
been betrayed into ? This is attefted by the 
whole feries of their hiftory, It confequently 
follows, that thofe fuflerings were not without 
qonfolation, and that a fupernatural power 
raifed them above all human diltrefs. 

Yes, I advance, appealing to all converted 
finaers, thax the tears of penance are incom- 
parably 
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pfcrably fwceter than all the voluptuous delights 
of the world. But if the tears of penance con- 
tain fo much fweetnefs, what rtiuft be the tears 
of love ? Worldlings believe nothing of this ; 
bccaufe they have never experienced my thing 
of the kind ; they have not even an idea of it. 

But can common fenfe allow us to rely upon 
their judgment in this matter ? can they them- 
fetoes rely on it ? and if they were equitable, 
would they not agree that they were not com- 
petent judges in this particular, as they never 
had any experience of it, and nrver tried to ac- 
quire any. 

They.ceafe not to fay : Happy are thofe who 
ku£h ! Happy are thofe who tafte the pleafures 
of life, and have the ways and means of diver- 
sifying and multiplying them 1 But in the firft? 
place, the gofpel, through the mouth of the 
Eternal Truth, decides the contrary. Wot to you 
that laugh , to you who have your confolatioA* 
here below ; you will one day weep ; and yout> 
tears will never dry up, and nothing will miti- 
gate their bitternefs.. They rejedi the thought 
of this dreadful threat of endlefs weeping and i - 
gnafhing of teeth ; but their not thinking of it 
does not retard the moment of its approach ; 
and when it fhall come, their joy (hall be 
changed into a profound and irremediable for- 
tow. 

k % Secondly, 
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Secondly, this joy, which they fo much boaft, 
is it real ? does it reach the bottom of the 
heart, or does it flop at the furface ? is it a joy 
which reafon may avow, which keeps man in 
calmnefs, and leaves him the free ufe of his 
intelle&ml faculties ? is it without mixture of 
vexation? i: it durable ? does it repel tedioufnefs, 
that poifon of human life ? Let them anfwer 
here honeftl), after having refle&ed on the na- 
ture of this joy, and on the effefts which it 
produces in their foul ; if it be not fuch as I 
have been faying, found reafon difavows it, and 
reje&s the idea of its being conducive to hap- 
pinefs* 

After all, from what fource does it flow ? is 
It from the paffions ? But according to philo- 
sophy, not excepting that of Epicurus, the paf- 
fions are inimical to all wifdom, without which 
there can be no happinefs. The paffions arc 
fhameful, and we try to hide them from our- 
lelves ; and fhall man place his happinefs ifl 
what conilitutes his fhame ? The paffions are 
unruly and diforderly \ can happinefs be found 
in what is out of rule and of order ? In fhort, 
the paffions are fad ; there is not one of them 
that does not devour and confume the foul, that 
is enthralled by it \ not one, which upon re- 
flection we do not groan under, and which we 
do not ardently wifh to be freed from. Let us 
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therefore wave the paflions, and ceafe to expeffc 
from them happinefs, with which they are, in- 
compatible* 

What are the other pleafures of the world ? 

Is it gaming i * The world has perverted the 
nature and the defign of* it. It is* no longer a r 
divtrfion ? but a ferious occupation, that keeps 
wound up the whole attention of the mind, and 
Agitates the heart with contrary motions. It & 
an allurement to covetoufnefs ; a commerce of 
intereft, where dexterity, and fometimes fraud* 
try mutually to fupplantr each other ; it is a trial' 
of hazard, where the fortune of the gamefter 
n always in danger, where the pleafure of hi* 
gain is balanced from one moment to another 
ky the grief of his lofs ; it is a lottery, the 
chance of which he expefls in anxious fufpenfe 
between hope and fear ; where he is always- 
putting in, that he , may recover what he ha* 
loft, and where he is ruined, through the hope 
of becoming rich ; it is a tempeftuous ocean,, * 
where one wave lifts you up, and another lets* 
you down; where one wind chives you on, ano- 
ther drives you back ; and where at every mo- 
ment you run the hazard of being wrecked- 
The gamefter, whether he wins or. lofes* put* 
on a good face, but is inwardly racked with 
moft violent paffions. And can that be a plea- 
se which in itfelf is a torture; which in it* 

confequence* 



Agiti; 




by Google 




SCHOOL OP CHRIST. 

confequences impairs health, ruins fortunes, and 
brings on beggary ? 

Is it in feafting ? But at molt entertainments 
there is much conftraint and referve ; the moll 
delicate meats foon bring on a difguft, and ren- 
der the palate more difficult in its choice. A 
good appetite, which is the beft feafoning to 
viands j and a found ftomach, which facilitates 
digeftion, is much more the portion of the poor 
man, who lives Frugally by his labour, than of 
the rich, who fit down to table without being 
hungry, and whofe ftomach, being loaded with 
fuperfluities, performs very imperfe£Uy its func» 
lions. If eating and drinking be a pleafure 
that fhould attra& the attention of a rational 
being, it is not a faftidious opulence that re- 
liilies it the moft. As to the excefles of 
bauchery and drunkennefs, that attend thefeail- 
ings of voluptuous libertines, no honeft and 
reafonable man will give them the name of 
pleafure ; and lliofe who may call them fuch, 
arc evidently contradi£led by the fad effects 
that are unavoidably the rcfult of intempe* 
ranee. 

Is it in going to plays, whither moft world- 
lings refort, and return from them empty and 
fatigued l The difplay of ftrong paffions only 
awakens our own, and the foul is more taken 
with itfelf, than with what it fees and hears. 

Violent 
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Violent emotions fo rapidly fucceed each other, 
as finally to tire and exhauft. Comedy, indeed, 
occafions laughter, but it is a convulfive laugh* 
ter brought on by fits, the mere effeft of the 
imagination, and which, mud be fparingly in* 
dulged, to prevent its being hurtfuL Can fucli 
a mechanical laughter be the rdfult of real joy i 
Is it an indication of the compofure of the foul ? 
Does it allow you the power of refte&ion and % 
the pofieffion of yourfelf ? And when it ceafes* 
do you not fall back into your former gloomi* 
nefs ? 

Such are the chief diverfioris of the worlds 
Bo they make people happy ? was it ever even; 
imagined that they could afford any happinefs ? 
moft certainly not f they are at belt a momcn«* 
farydigreffion from the cares with which world* 
Engs are aflaiied, and clearly prove that to thofc 
who Hand in need of them, their exiftence is a 
burden, that they are habitually wretched, andr 
only aim at felf-for ge tfu Ine fs . But what dor 
they get hy lofihg themfelves in this rapid fuc* 
eeffion of falfe pleafures i ^hey deprive them* 
felves of refle&i on, the only means of extricating 
diem from their unhappy ftate. Such remedies 
as thofe which have no other tendency than to 
hinder a, man from entering into himfelf, pre* ^ - 
hippoTe that he cannot live with himfelf, with* 
out being moleftecf with corroding care 5 which, 
border to avoid, he has recourfe to fenfiblo 
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obje£ts. But they only are dangerous pal- 
liatives, which whilft by intervals they fufpend 
the evil, ferve but to increafe it, and to render 
it more infuppor table. I advance nothing here, 
the proof of which, each one does not carry in 
his heart. I have, therefore, reafon to con- 
clude, that he who cannot be without thefe kind 
of pleafures, on that very account muft be 
wretched ; and becomes {till more fo, by the 
ufe of them, in as much as in the long run they 
lofe all their virtue. 

The real chriftians (land not in need of fuch 
remedies ; which is an infallible mark that they 
are happy *, becaufe they can dwell with pleafure 
within themfelves : they at firlt deprive them- 
felves of them, through principle of confidence*, 
and God amply compenfates that fmall facri- 
fice. They foon perceive that they have loft 
nothing by it ; and, for a fuperficial joy, they 
obtain a firm, tranquil, and an unalterable 
gaiety \ the certain confequence of folid piety. 
Moderate amufements occafionally are not for- 
bidden them ; which they know how to tafte 
with fo much the more fatisfa&ion, as their 
confidence does not reproach them, and as they 
lofe not whilft they partake of them the intimate 
^enjoyment of God. 

Incredible as it may feem, I venture to ad- 
vance, that it is among thofe who are totally fe- 
queftered from the world ; it is in the auftereft 

cloifter, 
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doilter, where the real joy reGdes, the inno-' 
cent and pure joy, in which the foul recruits* 
its ftrength to ferve God better, and better to 
pra&ife the exercifes of penance and of prayer. 
There laughter is gracious, becaufe it is cor- 
dial, and the moft innocent trifle excites it* It 
is fp natural 5 it (hews fuch an inward content^ 
ment, that externs, who fometimes witnefs it, 
hot only are aftonilhed, but even jealous and 
envious. For the glory of God, I* moreover 
declare, that If never faw' any one, laugh niore 
heartily than a certain perfon, who, joined to 
the moft terrible inward trials, the moll dread- 
ful aufterities, and who in the intervals of her 
hrightfuK temptations, was gaiety itfelf. How 
truly did that foul verify the faying of out Lord; 
Blejfed are thofe who mourn'; or they Jball be com- 
forted! Thete could not be a life more fevere* 
and more painful to nature, from the accumu«* 
lation, the continuity, and the durations of her 
brofles and temptations ; , whilft at the fame 
time, there never was a* life exteriorly mot# 
cheerful, more ferene, and more expreffive of 
a heavenly joy, .which was perceptible to every- 
beholden. 
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FOURTH BEATITUDE, 



BleJJed are they that hunger a?ui thirft after juf« 
tice ; for they Jhall have their fill. The foul, as 
well as the body, wants nourifhment ; has its 
hunger and thirft ; which are more ardent, and 
are more ftrongly felt, when it enters into it- 
felf. This want proceeds from its not being 
fufficient to itfelf ; a quality which appertains 
only to God. But it is not every aliment that 
is proper to afluage this hunger and thirft; it 
muft be fuitable to the nature of the foul, and 
proportioned to the immenfity of its defires. 
As its two principal faculties are the under- 
Handing and will, its two principal defires are 
of knowing and of loving : thefe have no bounds, 
and cannot be filled, but by an objeft that is 
infinite. For it is impoflible that the foul fhould 
Hop at any thing that is finite ; the moment 
it perceives it to be fuch, it reaches ftill further, 
and admits of no limits, either to its knowledge 
or love. Hence it follows, that, as there is no 
objeft that is infinite but God, he is the only 
aliment of the foul; the only one capable of fa- 
tisfying its hunger and its thirft. 

The prefent life is not the place where it can 
be fully fatiated ; that is referved for it in the 
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life to come. But it ought here below to aim 
st fecuring that eternal fatiety. Jeftts Chrift 
teaches us the means of fo doing, in thefe 
words ; Bleffed are they that hunger and thirjl after 
jufitce . By yuftice> he xpeans holinefs; and the 
afiembJage of the virtues from whence it refults* 
In fa£fc, by holinefs alone can we approach to 
God, who is holy by efience, and who cannot 
unite himfelf with that which is not fo. It i$ 
therefore neeeffary, that the chriftian, in order 
te be happy, fhould be defirous to be holy, and 
that he fhould labour to become fo. The keener 
this his hunger and third fhall be, the more 
ttill he be fated v God, with whom he {hall 
fewe ardently defired to be united; God, to- 
wards whom he {hall. have incefiantly approach- 
ed, by wifh, ipve* . and by deedi will complete 
that union of faith and defire, with another im- 
mediate and intimate union ; he will ipake him 
cuter into bis joy, and {bare with him in his 
eternal felicity : then all hunger, thirft and de- 
fee will be no more;; lie will pofTcfs the fove- 
reign good, with afiurance of ppfleffing it for 
ever. - 

I Jhall he fatisfied faid the royal prophet, 
when thy ghry Jhall appear N Thy children , does 
hefay elfowher e y Jhall be inebriated with, the plenty 
t f thy houfe ,* and thau.Jhalt make them drink of the t 
imreqt tf thy plmjure ; for with thee is the fountain 
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tf liffy and in thy light we Jhall Jee light*. 3 
afpircs after knowledge, and the divine 1 
ihining upon him will open to him a*i inf 
treafure of knowledge, and will (hew him e 
thing in God : he will fee enough to fatisf) 
«cnoft vaft underftanding, and enough to ad 
for endlefs ages. Man is fond of eftjoym 
and God will difplay to him all the mag 
cence of his riches 5 he. will lavilh them 1 
him ; he will caufe to flow in upon him 
exhauftlefs torrent of the pureft delights. 1 
will he be happy, and happy for ever, accor< 
to the capacity of his being. 

But are not this hunger and thirfb after 
tice his torment here below ? does not < 
e*a£t from him painful duties, as neceflar 
holinefs ; and is not every duty thus enjoii 
an obftacle to his prefent happinefs, as it pu 
eonftraint on his liberty ? Thus do worldli 
think and fay, and even imperfeft chrifti; 
Both the one and the other fet blafpheme w 
Ihey do not underftand. No ; the hunger 
third after juftice arc not and cannot, be a I 
ment to a foul that is guided by found reaf< 
that is enlightened and animated by grace, 
carries within itfelf an innate refpeft, eftee 
and love for whatever is honeft, Juft, holy, 2 
conformable “to order. Grace unfolds th 
firft germes, which are implanted by the Crea 
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in tbe heart of man ; it expands hie mind, and 
warms, his will ; it excites him to pra&ife .that 
which is the obfe£i of his approbation and love 
and affords hhn ffrength to, overcome whatever 
oppofition he may experience within himfelf. 

The duties which God exa&s of man, in 
order to bring him to holinefs^are not, in them- 
fcives painful. The difficulty that- attends them 
comes from the refiftance of corrupt natures 
But grace, when once w.e have refolved to folr 
low it, fmooths by degrees that difficulty, which* 
by the influence of virtuous habits,, almoft in* 
tirely vanifhes at laft. 

Befides, it is. abfcdutely fatfe that every duty 
kin itfeUF an obftacle to the prefent happinefs of 
a rational being, to. whom reafon intimates thofe 
duties: on the contrary, it is but by the dif- 
charge of them that he c^n actually be happy; 
bof can h$ poffibly violate, them, without being 
unhappy from the inward reproaches of hi# 
confidence. It is not lefs falfe to fay, that duty 
is a reftraint upon liberty; which is only given 
to us, that we may do what is right, and that 
through our own choice ; for without that, no 
a&ion would be morally good, nor deferring of 
reward; and when we fubjeft our liberty to our 
duty, we anfwer the purpofe, for which it was 
given us : inftead of confining it, we enlarge 
it*, inftead of enflaving it, we give it freer fcope. 
The notion of being free, is not to do what- 
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foever we may chufe to do ; but to do what 
we ought to do, with the power of not doing 
it ; and to hold our free will fubmiffive to the 
immutable rule of order, is to make a proper 
ufe of it, upon which our happinefs depends. 

This happinefs, therefore, commences here 
below, through a hunger and third after juf- 
tice, or after holinefs; and it will be perfeft 
in heaven, through our indifloluble union with 
God, who is holinefs itfelf. Though we are 
only to be fully fatiated above, we ft ill alfuage 
our hunger upon earth, by the practice of our 
duties. It awakens, it is true, and makes itfelf 
be felt at every inftant; but it is a fentiment no 
ways importune to him who is willing to fatisfy 
it ; it would even be a motive of real grief to a 
chriftian not to experience it. He would think 
himfelf dead to what is good ; and to grace, 
which is the fource of all that is good ; he con- 
siders himfelf happy, and, in faft, is fo, but 
in as much as he has a relilh and an ardour for 
virtue, and craves after the pra&ice of it. Is it 
not bein£ happy by anticipation, to know, love, 
and ferve here below that Being, the fight and 
the love of whom will conftitutc our eternal fe- 
licity ? 

The world is grofsly midaken, when it holds 
thofe to be unhappy who only hunger and third 
after fupernatural things, which appear to it 
nearly imaginary, because it neither fees nor 
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feels fuch things ; as if that, which is of a Spi- 
ritual fubftance, could be aay ways fenfible. Its 
maxim is, happy arc thofe who are fated with 
riches, honours, and pleafures j hence it is to- 
wards thofe objefts, which alone it confiders to 
be real and folid, that the foul ought to bend its 
hunger and its third. 

But, in the firfl place, condant experience 
(hews, that neither the ambitious, nor the ava- 
ricious, nor the voluptuous,, are ever fated ; 
that they always wifli for more than what they 
actually pofiefs ; and therefore that they always 
aim at' being happy, and never, arc fo. And 
upon what account ? It is becaufe thofe ob- 
jefts being of an inferior nature to that of the 
foul, the pofieffion of them cannot perfedb the 
foul; but on the Contrary; defiles and degrades 
it. Now it is an undoubted principle, that 
what does not perfedt the foul, cannot contri- 
bute to its happinefs j and that what defiles and 
degrades it, diredHy tends to render it unhappy. 
The reafon of which is, that the perfedHon of 
the foul is the immediate difpofition towards its 
happinefs, and even is the moral caufe of it. 
Good and happy, wicked and unhappy, arc two 
ideas that hold infeparably together, of which 
the one is the con&quence of the other. Pro- 
fane philofophy wa6 not ignorant of this truth ; 
and Socrates eyery where reafons on this foun- 
dation. / 

Befides 
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leaft uneafincfs of mind caufes to difappear ? 
What is a happinefs that you never can detain, 
and that always is ready to forfake you ? What 
becomes of the man of pleafure, when age and 
infirmities,, or when habit and fatiety have 
brought on a difguft of what formerly was his 
delight? How wretched is the condition of 
the mifer, when a thoufand accidents, which he 
neither could forefee nor obviate, have robbed 
him of his treafyres ? Is he not more fenfible 
to the lofe, than he ever was to, the enjoyment 
of them ? and when the ambitious man, is forced 
to ftep down, perhaps with ignominy, from the 
high ftation to which he painfully afcended, 
wiat muft be his anguifh and defpair? Q, how 
much are the infcnfate to be pitied, who ri^n 
after a happinefs which they are never lure to 
attain; of whfch they are frequently fruftrated; 
in which they find nothing but fmoke and 
emptinefs, and of which, after all, they cannot 
enfure the pofleffion ! If all were to end with 
life, they ftill would be wretched. But of what 
Affable happinefs do they not deprive them- 
felves ; and to what dreadful mifery do they 
aot expofe themfelves ? 

He who hungers and thirds after juftice, 
with no rivals nor envious in his career 
every man, of whatfoever rank or condition he 
nay be, rich or. poor* learned or ignorant, in, 
ficknefs or in health, may advance in it; his 

race 




Digitized by Google 




arc 



SCHOOL OF CHRIjST. 



race is not liable to be interrupted or thwarted 
by any human event ; on the contrary, every 
thing helps to render it more rapid ; and he is 
fure of reaching the goal, where, together with 
immortality, he will experience a full fatiety of 
all his defires. 



FIFTH BEATITUDE. 

Blejfed are the merciful; for they Jhall obtain 
mercy . We all ftand in the greatefl need of the 
mercies of God, both for this world and the 
next. It is his merciful providence that fo ar- 
ranges every event in behalf of his eleft, as to 
fecure to them their final deftiny. It is through 
pure mercy, that God forgives our fins, as 
often as we return to him in humble repen- 
tance. It is through an attention that is full 
of mercy, that he preferves Us from a crowd of 
temptations, to which through our weaknefs we 
fhould yield. All thofe graces, whether com- 
mon or perfonal, known or unknown, which he 
inceffantly beftows on us, are fo many efFefts of 
his mercy. That fpecial grace, which prepares 
us for a happy death, which cuts the thread of 
life, whilft we are in a happy flate, and fecures 
our perfeverance, we owe it to his mercy. In a 
word, it is his mercy that crowns and rewards 
our good works 5 and if he has engaged himfelf 
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ib to dp through his juftjce, he owes it not to 
us, but to himfelf, in conference of his own 
purely-gratuitous promifes. Alas! what are 
otor good works in themfelves ; and what efti- 
mate would he form of them, were he to ex- 
amine them in full rigour ? Woe to the life the 
moft praife- worthy, fays St. Auflin, if they fern- 
tinize it without mercy V This merfcy, which 
according to the Scripture is above all * the 
works of God, attends us from our birth to our 
laft gafp, and follows us to the dread tribunal 
that is to decide our eternal lot. 

. Now the nature of mercy is to be gratuitous ; 
k is not a debt, but a pure benefit; and the Be* 
aefaftor has a right* to annex it to whatfoevef 
condition he pleafes. Jefus'Chrift declares to 
us here, and in feveral other places of the gof- 
pd, that God will {hew mercy to thofe who 
ftall have pra&ifed it towards their neighbour, 
who {hall have been charitable and compaft 
fionate to him, who {hall have affifted him, at 
leaft in wifli and defire, in his neceffities both 
temporal and fpirituah * Happy, therefore, with 
tefpeft to eternal life, are the men of mercy. 

But . are they not^ already fo in this life, as 
much as it is poffible for them to be ? Is there 
a fentiment that is more pleafing, more con- 
genial to the heart, than that of compaffion ? /is 
thete a comfortable feeling equal to that of re- 
lieving the wretched ? is there a mean more fare 
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of obtaining confidence and love ? and if this 
be true, with refpe£f to temporal diftrefs, how 
much more fo mult it be in regard to the fpiri- 
tual wants of our neighbour ? Who, befides 
the man who has experienced it, can feta juft 
value on the comfort that a minifter of God 
feels, when he reconciles, a finner to his Maker, 
and brings back to him a {frayed fheep; when 
he removes the perplexities of his neighbour, 
counfeis him in his doubt, calms his confidence, 
flrengthens him in his weaknefs* refiores him to 
peace in his fufferings, fupports him in his temp* 
tations; efpecially when he difpofes him to a 
chriftian death, and fucceeds in engaging him to- 
adopt the fentiments he fuggefted to him? The 
foie tendency, therefore, of the gofpel, is to make 
men happy, both in this world and the next; all 
its maxims and precepts have no other objefts. 
The charitable man, by his attention to the hap- 
pinefs of others, infallibly fecures his own. 

An impious and libertine fet o£ worldlings* 
who are hardly bold enough to calumniate cha- 
rity, yet fubftitute humanity in its room, and 
pretend that, independently of any fupernaturai 
motive, it is fufficient to reflect that we are 
men, to be induced to befriend our fellow-men.. 
According to this philo fophy, which is as falfe 
as it is dazzling, the relief of our neighbour in 
his fpiritual neceflities, which Is by far the 
moft important, moll be negle&ed, forfaken,. 
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and totally done away. Our pretended fagcs try 
to prefuade themfelves, that by their irreligious 
principles they drain the fotrrce of all fuch ne- 
ceffities, and thereby render more fervice to 
mankind. Without going farther, what has 
lately happened in France, and what that nation 
will long forely feel, clearly demonftrates how 
fatal a thing it is to deftroy religion, and to op- 
prefs its minifters. What benefit have thofe 
people reaped from fetting up and decreeing 
fuch principles, as well as thofe who have 
adopted them ? By what horrid means did they 
reduce them "to praftice ! To what extremities 
H they drive all ranks and conditions, in ba- 
uifhing from the kindom chriftan charity, toge- 
ther with thofe who praftifed it ! 

But this charmingphilanthropy, that laughs at 
all fpiritual fuccours, and teaches the ufelefinefs 
of them, is it at leaft attentive to the relief of the 
temporal wants of mankind ? In their writings, 
language, and projefts, nothing is more humane 
and beneficent. But how is it in the execution ? 
Poffibly fome liberalities proclaimed with often- 
tation, diftributed without difeernment, and pre- 
fently failing in their fource : it produces nothing 
elfe. Befides, the defigns of thefe grand par- 
fifans of humanity are no longer a fecret j they 
have at laft expofed to broad day light, what 
was concealed under fuch fpecious appearances, 
bet them found as loud as they will the words 
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of philanthropy and beneficence, I maintain 
that the fentiments that correfpond to thofe 
words are quite foreign to every one that has 
not and will not have religion. I maintain that 
whatfoever is an enemy to chriftian charity, is an 
interefted, hard-hearted, infen fible egotift, who 
is more difpofed to {trip the poor of what 
little they have, than to fupply them with what 
they want* I maintain that the fight of a needy 
or buffering object, far from exciting his com* 
paffion, (trikes him with horror, and provokes 
him to contempt. I maintain that bafhful dif- 
trefs which hides itfelf from public notice, and 
only reveals itfelf in fecret, has no accefs to him, 
makes no impreflion on him, and is always fure 
of a repulfe, when no motive of vanity inter- 
venes as a check upon him. Finally, I main- 
tain that the alms that vain-glory may draw 
from him, never are accompanied with any of 
thofe demonftrations of tendernefs and pityr 
which are as comfortable to the deftrefled as the 
benefit itfelf. It is well known, without my 
telling it, what advantage has accrued to the 
poor from the fpoliation of the clergy, brought 
on by fuch humane philofophers. They have 
robbed indigence of its patrimony and of all its 
refources *, it now dwells in every town, in 
every province, and overfpreads all France. 

Profane worldlings, with whom mercy is 
but an empty name, humanity but a cloak to 
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palliate your avarice and hardnefs of heart, and 
a pretext to discredit the chriltian religion ; you 
cannot impart bappinefs, you are . not happy 
yourfelves, and are preparing for yourfelves an 
endlsfe mifery. For judgment •without mercy, to 
him that hath not done mercy *> and much more 
fo to hhn who, having baniihed mercy from 
bis. own; heart, has endeavoured to root it out 
of! the heart of others. 



SIXTH BEATITUDE. 

w Mlejffid are the clean of heart ; for they JhpU fee 
God< At each beatitude, Jefus Chrift inform* 
us, under various expreffions, that the happinefs 
of $ian isreferved for the other life, in which 
he is, to fee and polfefs God ; and that in this 
he is only happy,' through the hope and the 
foretafte of fo delirable a ftate. What is requi- 
re to fee God, that being of an infinite purity, 
of which it is knpoffihle even for the greateft 
faints to form an idea? It is to have a heart 
free from every afFeCtion that is foreign to his 
love. The whole Chriftian perfection is ift 7 
eluded in this purity; and as cleannefs of head; 
may always increafe, the perfection of a chrif* 
tian has confequently no hounds. 

’ ■ ’* 

* * J*c. & 




Digitized by Google 





SCHOOL OF CHRIST. 

It has been elfewhere obferved, that all our 
affeftions muft have a reference to the love of 
God, that they muft be purified and fanftified 
by that love, that in this principle they muft not 
be diftin£h from it, but muft form one and the 
felf-fame love. As Jong as the foul admits of 
any mixture of felf-love, it cannot be elevated to 
the beatific vifion. Were we to die in the ftate 
of grace, we fhould have to pafs through the 
dreadful fire of purgatory, and fuffer a more 
,©r lefs enduring privation of the fovereign 
good, until we be entirely difengaged from all 
impurity, and until the divine love reign in us 
cxclufively of every other love. But whofoever 
dies with a heart truly pure, will immediately 
be admitted to the fight of God. 

From hence we may eafily conceive hov 
much it behoves us to acquire here below this 
purity, not only fuch as confifts in fandifying 
grace, but alfo that purity in which charity is 
free from the leaft fhade of felf-property. This 
is one of the reafons for which we are com- 
manded to love God with our whole heart, in 
order to be in a condition to poffefs him at the 
moment he fliall call us to himfelf. Every dit 
pofition on our part that might oblige God in 
the leaft to defer his receiving us into his bofom, 
is therefore contrary to the grand precept of the 
love of God. From whence we may judge how 
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affe&ions. To this point are dire&ed all die 
gofpel-maxims that relate to the mortification 
of the heart. Thofc maxims extend much far- 
ther than is generally imagined ; and there are 
very few who have a juft notion of their mean- 
ing. The mortification of the heart, the prac- 
tice of which feems fo difficult, opens the gates 
of heaven, and leads to eternal felicity. I (hall 
not fee God, until my heart ihall be purified ; 
and that fight will be fo much the more per- 
feft, as my heart (hall be pure y and the degree 
of its purity Svill be the meafure of nfy happi- 
nefe. Do I require more to induce me to em- 
Vace mortification, 'and root out felf-love ? 
Sfould we not confider one as fenfelefs, who, 
at the eipenfe of the hardfhip of a few hours, 
fcould refufe to purdhafe peace and comfort for 
the remainder of his life? Had' we the leaft 
fpark of faith, we fhould fee that it is a folly 
incomparably greater t6 be unwilling to reftrain 
one’s feif during the courfe of this mortal life, 
in order to attain more afluredly and fooner to 
the fight and the pofieffidn of God ; we would 
apply to every violence we had to ufe, thefe 
words of the apoftle : That which is at prefent 
momentary and light * of' our tribulation , worketh for 
us above meafure exceedingly an eternal weight of 
glory**. 

• a Cor. iv. 17. 
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But what name can be given to fuch a folly, 
if it be true that the labour of purifying the 
heart is the beft and the only means of fecuring 
to ourfelves any degree of happinefs upon earth? 
From whence proceed all the torments of the 
foul ? Philofophy itfelf teaches us that they 
originate from its ill-regulated, inordinate, and 
cxceflive affe&ions. Eftablifh rule, order, and 
moderation, and the foul is tranquil. All de- 
fires, fears, all reftleflnefs and anxieties, all 
murmurs and complaints, all fadnefs, anguilh, 
and defpair have no other fource than felfdove, 
and want of fubmiflion to the divine will. Sub- 
due felf-love, which is evidently unjuft and un- 
reasonable •, keep, as you ought to do, your will 
fubordinate to the will of God ; look for and 
receive every thing from his holy hand ; blefs 
him as Job did, for the evils as well as for the 
good things he fends, and you will enjoy calm- 
nefs and peace. 

It cofts much, you will fay, thus to curb and 
fubdue one’s felf. But does it coft lefs to give 
loofe to every impulfe of nature ? you only con- 
fider the hour of the combat; confider alfo the 
confequences and the fruits of the viftory. 
Begin by. acknowledging that you never enjoyed 
either happinefs or peace, as long as you yielded 
to the defires of your heart : this is a truth, 
which upon reflexion you have ever been con- 
vinced of. If fo, and if you ferioufly mean to 
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be happy, you have nothing elfe left, but to 
mortify thofe defires. . Anfwer this queftion : 
do you believe that the love of God will form 
your happinefs in eternity i You would not be 
a chriftian, were you to doubt it. If, th ere fore, 
you muft form your happinefs during time, for 
its nature is the fame, and produces in man the 
fame efie&s, as far as our prefent condition can 
admit : you therefore cannot be happy here 
below, but in as much as you love God. But 
the purer your heart is, and the more free from 
every other love, the more yoawMl love him. 
Hence it is that you dire&ly profecute your 
happinefs, when by mortification yoli try to 
purify your heart. I know that to be well con- 
vinced of this, we muft have had the experience 
of it ; but after fuch formal and reiterated ex- 
preffions of the gofpel, after fo many cogent 
reafons, after the unanimous confent of the 
faints, how can we.refufe to try the experi- 
ment ? 

You do not refufe it, you will fay. But your 
courage fails ; the continuity tires you ; you fee 
no end to fuch an inteftine warfare^ But how ! 
your courage fails you, in aiming at being 
happy ! You tire at the continuity of a path, 
in which every ftep you take advances you to 
happinefs ! and you boldly aflert, that you fee 
no end to this warfare, whilft.it is certain that 
L 2 ' the 
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the firft efforts overcome the mod powerful 
oppofitions, and that the vi^ory becomes daily 
lefs arduous ! In this cafe, our felf-love impofes 
upon us, and we are not unwilling that it 
fhould ; it makes us believe, that by entering 
into a compofition with it, we (hall not be 
lofers, and we fall into the fnare, for want of 
confulting found reafon, faith, and our own 
experience. 

The world, being quite earthly and carnal, 
does not affix any kind of happinefs to the in- 
tuitive vifion of God \ it has no knowledge of 
the cleannefs of heart, that produces the pure 
love of God, nor of the mortification of unruly 
affections that conduCts to that perfeCt clean- 
nefs. And how fhould it ; as even the major 
part of real chriPtians are unacquainted with it. 
Some confine themfelves to the avoiding of 
mortal fin : others to the fhunning of deliberate 
faults, that are any ways confiderable ; but when 
they are told to purify their mind from a thou- 
fand frivolous and idle thoughts that bring on 
diffipation, and their heart from a crowd of 
little attachments that weaken the love of God ; 
when they are told to curb their humour, and 
to correct their character ; to repel the views 
and the fuggeftions of felf-love, as they do not 
think themfelves obliged to it, they will not 
underftand it \ they have hardly a notion of it, 

and 
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and cannot be prevailed upon to pra&ice it. O 
how rare is cleannefs of heart, and how few 
there are who try to acquire it ! 

The fentence of Jefus Chrift is too fublime, 
even to be calumniated by the world, that has 
no conception q£ it ; it is never made mention 
of either in the converfations or in the wrings* 
of its partifans. But it has its own objecls of 
felicity, which, as they Are low a,nd earthly, 

. debafe the heart, and fully the. affections. It 
knows not what it is to lift itfelf up to things 
spiritual, fupernatural, and eternal *, and is con- 
ftantly plunged in the mire of creatures. Yet, 
in order to afpire after this felicity that is purely 
animal, it has to undergo a much feverer mor- 
tification, than that which is preferibed by the 
gofpel, to which it fubmits without difficulty, 
and thinks it reafonable fo to do* If it has !de- 
■ fefts of character, inclinations, and paffions that 
' might prove obftru&ive to its pleafures, fortune, 

1 and preferment, it does not indeed corredl or 
L root them out; but it hides and conceals them, 

• and (hews itfelf quite oppefite to what it really 
is, and is in a continued ftate of violence. This 
1 violence, I know, is-merely exterior, the inte- 
rior is the fame, and the heart retains the fame 
r difpofitions : but upon this very account, the 
mortification is the greater ; becaufe, being 
forced, the heart is enraged at the conftraint it 
experiences. What a train of vexations mud 
r that 




jgflffzed by GoOgle 




222 



SCHOOL OF CHRIST. 




that worldling undergo, who fuffers himfelf to 
be enflaved by a fading beauty ? What haugh 
tinefs and difdain muft he not put up with, who 
courts tlie protc&ion of fome great perfonage 
They fuffer and defpond, yet muft conceal their 
feelings. 

Such is the tyranny of the world over its flaves* 
whilft at the fame time it pronounces them 
happy *, they themfelves fay the fame, though 
in their heart they think the contrary. But their 
Haver y goes to that pafs, and the world would 
foon difcard them, fhould they venture to pub- 
lifli what they fecretly utter, and with which 
they dare hardly to intruft their moft intimate 
friends. Thus every way mortified, conftrained, 
contradicted, and humbled, they are forced to 
put up with endlefs vexations, and yet appear 
to be perfectly fatisfied. Compare this ftate 
towards happinefs both future and prefent, with 
that of a chriftian, who for God’s fake purifies 
his heart. 

Perhaps you will fay that the flavery of the 
world is not continual ; that thete is a time 
w hen you can (hake off all dependance, and live 
unconftrained. I know not when that time can 
arrive, unlefs it be when you have no farther 
pretenfions 5 when you no longer hope to pleafe 
the world, and when it abandons you, and 
forces you to abandon it. But as long as you 
have any expe&ations from it \ as loftg as you 
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place in it your felicity, it will enthral you, 
nor will you have lefs to fuffer in your latter 
years, than you had in your former. On this 
head I ^appeal to thofe of both fexes, who, not*- 
withftanding the unpleafantnefs and the infir- 
mities of an advanced age, are (till defirous to 
figure in afTemblies, and to be of every party of 
pleafure. 

Ye worldlings, boa ft now, if you can, your 
uncontroul and your liberty. Pity th^ chriftian, 
who ftudies to mortify his heart, and fay, that 
he is wretched. He retorts this upon you with, 
much greater reafon, upon you who are no 
more than vile and miferable Haves, loaded with 
the heavieft of chains, which in fpite of you, 
jou drag along and who, to complete your 
wretehednefs, are forced to call yourfelve^ 
free. 



SEVENTH BEATITUDE. 

BleJJed are the peace-makers ; for they Jhall he 
ealted the children of God . The child of God has 
a right to paternal inheritance *, the riches of 
God are his, and he pofleifes them in common 
with his Father. Thefe riches are wholly in 
God, and are nothing elfe but God himfelf. 
Jefus Chrift. therefore promifes upon this occa- 
fion the eternal poffeifion of God and of all true 
1 riches* 
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riches, to thofe who are peace-makers ; and he 
juftly (tiles them happy, becaufe in this pof- 
feflion they enjoy the moft perfect peace with 
God, with themfelves, with the angels, and 
with the eleCt, their brethren. They no longer 
will be in danger of offending God, nor of be- 
holding him in anger againit them ; they no 
longer will apprehend the threats of his jdltice, 
nor the feverity of his judgments, nor the rigour 
of his vengeance. Admitted to his friendfhip, 
and to an intimate familiarity with him, they 
will fee nothing in him that is terrible, but 
only what is amiable ; and they will enjoy ihe 
infinite charms of his perfections, as he him- 
felf enjoys them, without fearing that their 
union with him will ever admit of any altera- 
tion. They will not be lefs in peace with them- 
fdves. With refpeCt ' to the body, they will 
have no more wants, no ficknefs, no infirmities, 
no fufFerings ; with refpeCt to the foul, they 
will have no longer wifhes or fears, no forrow 
nor fadnefs, no rebellions nor conflicts : all 
will be in order, all will be tranquil, all will 
concur to their happinefs. The mind no longer 
will be agitated by a variety of thoughts : the 
fight of God will wholly occupy it; nor will 
the heart be agitated by a variety of motions, 
which will all be abforbed in the love of God i 
and this love will be an enjoying love, ever 
fweet, ever peaceable, ever fully fatiated. The 
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moftperfeft concord will alfa reign among the 
Elefled$ there will be no felf-love, no private 
intereft, no jealoufy, no envy: Each one fa- 

tisfied with his lot, will applaud the elevation of 
others; their felicity will be .an addition to his; 
and aS God wilL be all in all, all will blefs, 
praife, admire, and love him, as much in others 
as in themfelves: the diverfe. degrees of glory 
and happinefs, diftributed in the mod juft pro- 
portion, according to the merits, will form the 
beauty of the celeftial court ; and each one will 
enjoy this ravifhing fpeftacle, with & total difiru 
tereftednefs v concerning himfelf. O thou in- 
effable, thon univerfal, thou eternal peace, thoit 
wilt be the reward of tliofe who fhall have been 
peace-rrtakers upon earth t . ■« 

What 1 is peace to be the reward of peace ! 
Yes ; a peace that is pur-chafed by efforts, com- 
bats, and facrifices, will be followed and re- 
compenfed by, another molt delicious peace, iii 
which there will be no room for efforts, con- 
fli&s, , ©r facrifices. But peace and happineft 
are one. and . the fame thing. This^ therefore, 
means, that a confummate and everlafting 
happinefs will be the price of a commenced 
and tranfient happinefs ; and that the deftiny of 
the chi^iftian is ^o tafte here below the firft 
fruits of the felicity that -awaits him above. 
Whofoever views the chriftian morality in any 
other light, does not under ftand it. 

L 3 After 
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After this, who will dare to fay that the 
fchool of Jefus Chrift is not the fchool of hap- 
pinefs ? What does his gofpel, from one end 
of it to the other, command or recommend, but 
to preferve peace by every poffible means with 
God, with ourfelves, and with our neighbour ? 
with God, by the obfervance of his command- 
ments y by a filial fear of difpleafing him; by an 
humble return to him, when we have offended 
liim \ by prayer, and other pious exercifes, that 
unite us with him 5 by our fubmiffion to his 
holy will ; by our fidelity, in correfponding with 
his graces ; by our confidence in his goodnefs, 
and by patience in our trials ; with ourfelves, 
by obviating or remedying the reproaches of 
our confcience ; by bridling our paffions ; by 
checking our imagination ; by maintaining juft 
order in the faculties of the foul ; by fubmitting 
them to reafon, and reafon to faith *, by weak- 
ening from day to day our felf-love, the fource 
of all our vices, and of all our vexations *, with 
our neighbour, in the firft place, by giving him 
his due, according to the laws of juftice, and 
by not being too exaft and difficult about what 
may be due to ourfelves •, and then by being 
kind and benevolent to him, according to the 
laws of charity j by being tender of his reputa- 
tion *, by bearing with his defefts by guard- 
in^ againft his feeling ours ; by expreffing on 
every occafion a fincere regard for his perfon, 
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afid a warm zeal for his interefts. Is not the 
whole morality of Jefus Ghrill reduced to this ? 
and is it not evident that we advance towards 
happinefs, in proportion as we are exa£t in fol- 
lowing it ? 

To wifh to attain ttiis peace, without com- 
bating, is chimerical ; to effeft that, it would be 
neceflary that mart fliould be naturally good ; a 
friend to his duties, and free in himfelf from 
every obftacle in a faithful difcharge of them. 
To lay that fuch a peace cofts too much to be 
acquired, is an abfurdity* The acqtiifition of 
that which is indifpenfable to happinefs, never 
can colt too much. IJefides, the difficulty does 
Sot proceed from the things which are pre- 
ferred to me, the' opppfitiotf comes frpm my- \ 
ftlf ^ it' is this oppOfition, which, with God’s 
affiftance, I have to overcome - y and the greater 
it is, the more I muft arm myfelf with courage 
to conquer it, without ever relenting in the 
conflift : efpecially as I am furc of fuecefs, pro- 
vided I be willing. In a word* this triple peace 
is abfolutcly neceflary to me ; there is no hap- 
pinefs for me here below, unlefs I be well with 
God, with my neighbour, and with myfelf 
the means which the gofpel fiirnifhes me with,, 
are the only efficacious, but they are alfo infaW 
lible. I am therefore infane, and an enemy to 
tny peace, if knowing .thofe meaps, I efo not em- 
brace them. To all.this^there is no reply. 
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Such, however, is the blindn^fs of the world, 
that it not only is ignorant of thefe truths, but 
alfo it derides, it rejects, and with all its might 
it attacks them. It fpeaks of nothing but of 
peace, and pretends to give it to its partifans ; 
its language on this head is the moft impofing. 
But what kind of peace does it promife? a 
peace with their fenfes, with their paflions, and 
even with their vices, by granting them what- 
foever they a(k. This is contradictory ; for 
they always will afk for more than you will be 
able, even more than you will be willing to 
grant ; and the leaft obftacle, the lead refufal, 
will irritate them. You have therefore no ex- 
pectations from that quarter. It promifes them 
peace with their neighbour, by keeping up with 
him the appearance of politenefs, by fharing in 
his pleafures, by favouring his inclinations, by 
flattering or extenuating his vices, by adopting 
the fame maxims, and by leading the fame kind 
of life. Vicious and corrupted men enjoy 
among themfelves no other peace ; it is merely 
exterior, the heart has no fhare in it. 

But what becomes of this phantom of peace, 
when their various interefts mutually clafh ; 
when they purfue and difpute the fame obje&s: 
when he who has carried it provokes the jea- 
!t)ufy of his rivals ; when pride and felf-Iove, 
that domineer in human life, are wounded, 
which happens at every turn j when we fancy 

that 
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that our pretenfieiis are hurt, that our rights 
are injured, that there is a want of attention to 
what we think we defenre ? 

Is not the World full of dif&nfions, wrang- 
lings, hatreds, and revenge l Do not world- 
lings live in conftant diffidence of each other ? 
do they not live as if they were in a hoftile 
countary, where they rauft always be armed, in 
order to attack or defend themfelves ? What 
a folly it is to try to reconcile mutual peace 
with felf-intereft, that ' draws -every thing to 
itfelf, and would leave nothing to others ? 
What an impudent falffiood, .to promife peace 
on the one hand, and on the other, to authorife 
ihofe maxims that fet the paffions at variance, 
and foment diflenfions ! Find me a worldling, 
who views the public welfare any other way 
than with a reference to himfelf, who is over 
delicate in gratifying himfelf at the expence of 
others. Find me one who is not envious of the 
well-being, the fortune, the rank and reputa- 
tion of another. This unhappy paffion prevails 
in every condition from the higheft to the' 
loweft. Worldlings, indeed, carefully conceal it; 
they are affiamed of it, and fecretly. condemn it : 
hut it i$ not lefs true, that the morality of the 
world at bottom excites it, favours and juftifies 
it, and at the outfide condemns it in the pro* 
ceedings of others. And it is to be expefted, 
that for hearts thus difpofed, fuch a morality is 
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fecret of occafionally diverting his thoughts 5 
hut in the other world, that refource will faiL 
him, and he will become a prey to all the hor- 
rors of his wretched ftate.. 



EIGHTH BEATITUDE.. 

BleJJed are they that fuffer perfection for juftice 
fake : for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. To 
whom would the kingdom of heaven belong, if 
it were not deftined for thofe who are perse- 
cuted for juftice fake ? and who deferves better 
than they to occupy there a diflinguifhed place ? 
In this Sentence, JefusChrift comprehends thofe 
who, for the caufe of religion, of faith, or of 
the church, have to Suffer in their fortunes, in 
Jtheir honour, Dr life, from infidels, heretics, 
and fchifmatics; thofe whom a public profef- 
fion of piety expofes to cenfures the railleries 
and the contempt of the world ; or who upon 
that account meet with ill ufages and domeftic 
vexations : thofe alfo whp walking in the paths 
of an interior life, or exhorting others to walk in 
them* undergo humiliations, calumnies, and 
open perfections from prejudiced perfons, and 
from thofe devotees who are guided by their 
own judgment; laftly, thofe 'who by the divine 
permiffion, are tormented with horrible tempta- 
tions, contrary to purity, faith, hope, and cha* 
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rity ; who fuffer great vexations both in body 
and mind, through the malice of the devil, 
whofe martyrdom is incomparably more lading 
and more painful than ordinary martyrdoms. 

All fuch chriftians thus varioufly tried for 
God’s fake, if they fuffer with love, humility, 
patience, and perfeverance, are fure that their 
reward will be great in heaven ; and particu- 
larly with regard to thofe who give their life 
for the faith, the church has always profeded 
to believe that immediately on quitting the body, 
their fouls were tranfported into glory : fo that, 
according to St. Auflin, to pray for a_ martyr, 
would be doing him an injury* 

How can God refufe eternal happinefs, and 
the firft places in his kingdom to thofe who give 
him the Itrongelt proof of love, either in died* 
ding their blood for his fake, or in generoufly 
fuffering banifhment, poverty, prifons, ignomi* 
nies, calumnies, and all kinds of perfections ? 
How can Jefus Chrift, whofe life was fought for : 
at his birth, who was forced to flee into a flrang? j) 
land *, who during his million was expofed to 
public envy, and who at lafl was put to an in- 
famous death, refufe to {hare his heavenly in- 
heritance with his belt friends, who had the 
advantage of refembling him the molt ? How 
fhould not this beatitude, that fuppofes and in- 
cludes all the others in the molt eminent degree, 
receive the reward that is promifed to each one 

/ , of 
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of them ? On this head, among all true be- 
lievers, there is and there can be no doubt. 

But are thofe fufferers for juftice fake, happy 
under their fufferings ? This feems incompre- 
henfible, and even cantradi&ory to the genera*- 
Mty of mankind; who taking the fenfes for 
judges, know no evils but thofe of the body 5 
or who, full of pride and felf-love, cannot put 
up with contempt and calumny ; and confe- 
quently pronounce, that happinefs cannot be 
found in a dolorous or an humbling fituation. 

Were a ha'ppinefe purely natural in queftion, 
I Ihould not be afraid to appeal to the judgment 
of reafon.^ I would bid them caft an eye on 
Socrates drinking his potion of hemlock, arid 
boldly would alk them, if they were not of opi- 
nion that his lot was preferable to thaj of the 
iniquitous judges who condemned him. If they 
ventured to anfwer in the negative, it would be 
to declare, that virtue is but an erripty name, 
and that it did not deferve that we fhould fuffer 
for it. . I would fet before them the decHionof 
Cicero : who fays, that it is the voice of rea- 
son; that Regulus dying amidft the moft dread- 
ful torments, in fidelity to his oath, b more 
happy than the epicure Thorius, on hb couch 
°f rofes, and drinking etfquifite wines. Thus 
has human wifdom thought and fpoken, and it 
would have blulhe^ to have thought and fpoken 
otherwife. 

But 
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But as it is a fupernatural happinefs of which 
we now fpeak, I refer them to the martyrs. 
Let them interrogate them ; let them read their 
a&s; let them weigh their words 5 let them ex- 
amine their countenance, their ferenit.y, their 
firmnefs, and their ardour for differing ; let 
them judge whether fuch men edeem them- 
felves happy in ignominy and torments. Let 
them only read the letters which Ignatius wrote 
on his journey from Antioch to Rome, to be 
devoured by wild beads. 

According to the condition of the perfent 
life, I call that date happy which we love, with 
which we are fatisfied, which we would not ex- 
change for any other, and of which we do not 
allow ourfelvesa wifh of feeing it at an end, or 
mitigated. Now fuch has been the difpofition 
of the martyrs, the confeffors of Jefus Chrift, 
and of all his true difciples, who have had to 
fufFer for the fake of judice. Such a difpofition 
is not, doubtlefs, within the reach of human 
virtue ; it mud come from a higher region ; it 
is the effect of grace, which animates, fupports, 
comforts, and elevates the foul above nature, 
and opens to its view the heavenly manfions. 
It is, above all, the effe£V of that ardent charity 
that made St. Paul fay, Who Jhall feparate us 
from the love of Chrijl ? JJjall tribulation , or dijlrefs, 
or famine, or nakednefs y or danger, or perfection, 

or 
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«r the j word ? But in all thefe things we overcome 4 
bicaufe of him that hath loved us *. 

Yes, of all the beatitudes, this is the greateft 
and the moll complete, both in heaven and on 
earth. How does this happen? it is one of 
God’s fecrets. He has promife'd to thofe who 
fuffer for his fake, that they fhall poffefs their 
fouls in patience; he fulfils his promife; and 
all thofe who have gone through fuck trials,, 
teftify the truth of his word.. 

It but too commonly happens that people 
fuffer for the world’s fake. What happinCfs 
docs it procure for thofe who fuffer for it? 
vhat reward does it grant them i what encou- 
ragement, what comfort does it afford ? It has 
not even words to bellow ; and the firft thing it 
does, is to abandon thofe who are ih difgrace. 
It has its martyrs; it has thoufands of viftims 
that are facrificed to caprices, viciffitudes, and 
injuftices. Has it ever fancied to ftile -them 
happy ? xould it even attempt fo to do, with- 
out being in eontradi&ion with itfelf and its 
maxims ? Let us conclude without infilling 
any longer on fo evident a point, that the world 
is every way to be pitied, on account ot real 
happinefs of which it is ignorant, and which it 
never will poffefs. on account of the falfe plea- 
fees, the very enjoyment of which is painful 
«nd tirefome to it, and on account of the innu- 
merable 

* Rom. viii. 3^. et fc^. 
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merable evils with which it is opprefied, and tv 
which it finds no relief. 

O Jefus ! the only Benefadlor of mankind, 
when (hall we open our eyes to fee the beauty, 
the wifdom, and the folidity of thy dodlrine? 

It is proof again ft every thing : thy authority 
renders it unfhaken; experience confirms it, and 
found reafon juftifies it. Hadft thou only ut- 
tered the eight fentences, the explication of 
which I have been reading, could we difpute 
with thee the title of Divine Legiflator ? Thou 
haft done more ; to the leftbns, thou haft added 
example. Thy life, thy death,, and its glorious 
confequences, fpeak more forcibly than thy 
words. But, what no legiflator has done, nor 
could have done, thou at tr a die ft us inwardly by 
thy grace to the obfervance of thy laws; thou 
enlightened the minds, thou excited and fup- 
porteft the wills *, thou afiuageft with heavenly 
confolations the hardfhips of virtue, and rendered 
the pradlice of it as fweet as it is juft. Thou ^ 
haft in referve for it the mod magnificent r e* 
wards, and even in this life, thou wilt have us 
reap the fruits of it. 

O how I lament my not having embraced thy 
heavenly dodlrine ! Alas ! I have walked through 
difficult ways, where I have met with no- 
thing but thorns and if the long chain of my 
evils has not terminated in the evil that is ex* 
treme and irremediable, I am indebted for fuch 

a bleffing 
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a bleffing to thy goodnefs alone. Hitherto I 
have been more blind them culpable; but I 
deem I am unworthy of all pardon, if from this 
moment I become not a faithful obferver of a 
law, to which all my happinefs is annexed. I 
know my weaknefc, and the force of my habits; 
but if I rely upon thee, I can do every thing. 
Support me, O my Saviour, in the new career 
which I am going to enter, that, on thy foot- 
fteps, I may reach the kingdom of heaven. 
Amen. 
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THE QUALITIES OF CHRISTIAN JUSTICE. 

1 TELL yot /, fays our Lord, that unlefs your 
juftice abound more than that of the Scribes and Pha 
rifeesy you Jhall not enter into the kingdom of heaven 
It belongs to him who propofes a prize, to affix 
the conditions on which he will grant it. Eter 
nal happinefs is the prize propofed to us by 
Jefus Chrift, and the condition he exacts to put 
us in pofieflion of it, is, that we fhould be juft; 
but of fuch a juflice as he himfelf means it-, of 
a juft ice of which he alone is the judge, and 
confequently which is not to be underftood nor 
regulated according to our human ideas, but 
according to his that are divine. 

What was the juftice of the Scribes and Pha 
rifees ? Fir ft, it was an exterior juftice, whofc 
principle was not in the heart. Secondly, it 
was an imperfedl juftice, that negle£led the ef 
fential, and adhered to acceflories. Thirdly, it 
was a juftice which they imagined they could 
fulfil by their own ftrength, without (landing 
in need of the help of grace. Fourthly, it was 
a juftice infpired by motives ofintereft and vain 
glory. The Scribes and the Pharifees were the 
hypocritically juft, and were in no concern 
about being fuch in the fight of God ; provided 

they 
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they appeared fo before men. They were nice 
and fcrupulous in the extreme' in trifling ob- 
fervances, and gave no heed to the capital 
points of the law, fuch as the Jove of. God, 
and the love of their neighbour. They were 
proud, and gloried in their juftice, as being 
their own j and far from glorifying God, they 
did not even imagine that he could be the au- 
thor of It. iaftly, they were vain and inte- 
refted in their juftice, by which they wiftied to 
diftinguifh themfelves above- others, to attraA 
confideration, to occupy the iirft places, and 
to enrich themfelves by imposing uponr widows, 

an apparent piety. 

Tbefe Jewifh devotees, thefe men who Sepa- 
rated themfelves froir the crowd, and did not 
chufe tor have any thing in common with it, 
were, as k is well known, the great enemies 
of Jefus Chrift; it Was they who perfecuted, 
calumniated, and condemned him to death. 
Jefus Chrift, on his parti made open war upon 
them, not on their perfons, but on their maxims 
and on their kind of devotion : he was full of 
compaflion and indulgence towards humble Tin- 
ners; {hewed upon all occafions both indigna- 
tion and rigour againft thofe haughty juft. 
Upon till occafions, he fets his dodtrine in op- 
pofition to that of thofe falfe do&ors; and 
the fimpKcity of his conduft, remote from all 
' afFe£latlon, 
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affeflation, was a manifeft condemnation of 
their oftentation. 

The juftice which he recommends to his dif- 
ciples, and which can open to them the gates of 
heaven, muft therefore have the four qualities 
that are oppofite to pharifaical juftice. The in- 
terior muft be the foundation of it, and it -muft 
re fide in the heart. It muft be perfeft/ and 
without omitting lefs things, it muft chiefly ad- 
here to things that are greater. It muft be ac- 
companied with humility, with a fentiment of 
our own infufficiency, and of the neceffity of 
having continual recourfe to God by prayer. 
In fhort, it muft not be fullied with any motive 
of intereft or vanity, and muft have no other 
view than the glory of God and the edification 
of our neighbour. Let us fay a few words on 
thefe four qualities, of which, it may eafily be 
perceived, that the three laft depend upon the 
fir ft. 

That which at firft ftrikes us relative to thefe 
qualities, is a certain character of truth and of 
veafon, which we cannot deny them. Before 
all reafoning, and at the bare idea of juftieej 
we perceive, that fhould it be deficient in any 
one of thefe conditions, it is not a real juftice: 
much lefs fhould it be deficient in them all. 
We alfo perceive that according to found rea- 
fon, the juftice which God commands us to 
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pra&ife, muft be yefted with thefe qualities, 
and that he could not do otherwhe than exaft 
them. 

’ To begin with the firft ; we eafily conceive 
that men, in the obligations which they enjoin 
us, confine themfelves to the exterior and to 
bare outward effc&s: the public welfare re- 
quires nothing more : the fecret difpofitions of 
the heart do not regard human legiflators ; they 
do not exa€t them, becaufe they cannot know 
them with certainty. Their laws are merely ex- 
terior 5 they would exceed their power if they en- 
afted any others, and they would be infringed 
with impunity. In their eye we are fuppofed to 
be juft, when we appear fo to be; they inquire 
no farther, and it is always by the a&ions, and 
not by the intentions, that they judge their 
fellow-men. 

But God, whom the exterior cannot deceive, 
goes further on ; he attends to the interior ; 
this he e£a&s above every thing elfe, and with 
this he is fatisfied, when we add to it our exte- 
rior a&ion. In the heart, he fees the intention, 
the upright will, the fincerity of the defire •, and 
this juftice, which is perceived by him alone, is 
alfo the only juftice that is plfeafing to him, the 
only juftice that he confiders as Teal and worthy 
of reward! It is by the heart that we walk in 
his prefence, by the heart that we are juft be- 
fore him. He has preferibed to us exterior du- 
M ties 
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ties of juftice, and he undoubtedly will have 
us fulfil them ; but it is not for himfelf, nor 
to be allured of our inward fentiments, that he 
commands our actions ; upon which he fets no 
farther value than as they proceed from our in- 
ward difpofitions. , 7 j , Slris i* • 

Hence the firft care of the chriftian mud be 
to obferve the law of God in his heart ; that is 
to fay, to revere it, to love it, and to be fincerely 
willing to pradtife it. If he has this refpedt, 
this affedlion and will,' 'on the occafion he 
will ufe the necefiary endeavours to accomplilh 
what is commanded ; he will ufe them to the 
full extent of his power j he will ufe themcon- 
ftantly j or ftiould he begin to relent, he will 
give proof that the inward principle is weak- 
ened. 

Let us fee if our juftice has this firft qua- 
lity. Are we penetrated with refpedb for our 
ehriftian duties ? do we love them ? are we 
fincerely willing to fulfil them ? are we deter- 
mined fo to do, coft what it will ? With this 
view do we apply ourfelves to be well acquaint- 
ed with them, and do we make the gofpel our 
chief ftudy ? If we pay due attention, we lhall 
obferve that moil of its precepts immediately 
regard the heart, that they tend to reform and 
perfedb it ; and that even thofe precepts that 
have an exterior objedi, fuppofe inward difpo- 
fitions, without which the adtion would be of 
' no 
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no . merit before God ; fuch as vocal prayer, 
and all exterior -worihip ; fuch as alms-deeds, 
and aH works of charity. 

It isthereforewithreafon that thofe whounder- 
ftand well the gofpel; fo ftrongly recommend the ' 
interior, and never ceafe repeating that without 
&at there is no real piety, and no real juftice ; 
d&t on the contrar y, the more we cultivate our 
interior, the more we are;folidly virtuous. We 
cannot, therefore, examine ourfelves too much 
06 this head, and to be well fatisfied that our 
virtue is grounded, upon this foundation, that 
we give to our interior our firft care, and try 
to make daily progrefs in perfe&ing it. How 
tfeany chriftians have to reproaeh themfelves for 
more or lefs refemblmg the Pharifees in this 
particular ! How many know no more of piety 
than the outward practices of it, and have not 
die principle of it in their foul! and therefore 
God, who founds the hearts, what does he 
think of their juftice ? and what a mif-recfcon- 
mg for them, when they fhall appear before 
him ! 

In the fecond place, the juftice, that God ex- 
pe&s from Us, rauft be perfect ; that is to fay, 
entire in all its parts ; it muft embrace all great 
things, and extend itielf to the leaft. At it 
would be defective, if negle&ing little matters 
it (hould only attend to great things; it is 
much more defe&ive, if omitting great things, 
M2 it 
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it fliould confine itfelf to the lead. With this 
Jefus Chrift frequently reproached the Phari- 
fees •, and it was upon their account that, dif- 
tinguiftiing the efiential precepts which they 
violated without fcruple, from the fmall ob- 
fervances which they pra&ifed even beyond the 
letter, he eftablilhed this beautiful rule : Thefe 
things you ought to have done > and not to leave thofe 
undone *. The great precepts are of rigorous 
obligation, and muft be obferved preferably to 
all others. The fmaller obfervances are not to 
be omitted, becaufe they are the complement 
and the perfe&ion of the others. Thus in the 
chriflian law, all duties are fubordinate. Some 
are efiential, which no motive whatfoever can 
ever difpenfe with ; there are others lefs inte- 
refting, which we are always to obferve when 
we can ; but which we are to omit, or which 
ceafe to oblige, in concurrence with others that 
are more important. 

Can there be a rule more juft ? If chriftian 
holinefs did not embrace even the fmalleft du- 
ties, it would not be worthy to have God for 
its author. If it did not place a certain order 
•amongft them, and did not give the preference 
to fome over the others, it would not be con- 
formable to the fovereign reafon. That there- 
fore which conftitutes the perfeftion of it i 
that it omits nothing, and that it afligns to 

each 

* Matt, xxiii. 23. 
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each duty its proper rank according to its im- 
portance. 1 

Isour condttdfc guided by this rule? Two ' 
ftrts of chriftians deviate from it ; one fet, abiding 
by the letter of the law, are unacquainted witi« 
the fpirit of it. Stri & observers of certain ea^ 
terior pra&ices, that are good,' it is true, but of 
a fubakem goodnefe, in that they conftitute 
their juftice, and fail in the effential obligations , 
of charity, in neither loving God nor their neigh- 
bour. They are peevifh, harfti, fcornful, en- 
vious, back-biters, and calumniators ; and fre- 
quently are fuch through a falfe and fimulated 
zeal for the glory of God, by which they pre- 
tend txr juftify the malignity of their heart. 
They refembte the Pharifecs, who made no 
fcruplc to purchafe, with ready money, the , 
blood of die innocent; and on Judas’s returning 
it to them again, faid; h is not lawful to put 
it into the treafure of the temple, becaufe it is the, 
price tf blood *• This kind of language is not 
very uncommon among falfe devotees, and pe6» 
ple of party, who fufier themfelves to be blindly 
led away by prejudice and faction. 

The other fet, under protest of adhering to 
the fpirit of the law* often negled the letter 
of it. They ate for being juft and holy in 
high ftyle ; and do not ftop, fay they, at mi- 
nute^ things. But what they term minute, are 

points 
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points on which depends the perfe& observance 
of obje&s of confequence ; and there is room 
to fufpett that they fail, or that they foon will 
fail in thefr, when they allow themfebes to 
negleft thofe. Hence it is, that whofoever ha- 
bitually omits fome certain pra&ices of piety* 
the omiffion of which may not be grievous in 
itfelf, will (in fooner or later againft what is 
efientialin the exterior worftiip: and in all com- 
munities, the infraction of the ordinary rules 
leads by degrees to the violation of vows, asr 
diffipation leads to a difguft. of one’s condition 
m life, and the frnalieft irregularities to the 
greateft diforders. * . - 

The third quality of chriftan juftice is» that 
k fhould be accompanied with humility ; thatis, 
that we ihould acknowledge that God is the chief 
Author of it; that it is he who Ihft gives it 
us ; and then maintains and augments it by his 
grace; without having on our part any thing: 
more than a bare co-operation with the benign 
imprei&ons with which he infpires us; and 
even this very co-operation, thoughperfc&ly 
free, is due to the choice which he makes of 
his . graces, and of the cirCumftances in which, 
he bellows them. Hence we cannot, in truth, 
glory in our juftice, as if it belonged to our- 
felves; and all the glory refulting from it Ihould 
be giveii to God, without whom we cannot , 
do any thing in the order of falvation. Li fa&* 
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as our deftination is- wholly gratuitous on the 
part of God, and fupernatural, that ts to fay, 
furpaffing the exigence of Our nature ; the pros- 
per means to elevate us to that end, are aHfr 
fupernatural ; and we caw neither be acquainted 
with' them, nOr procure them, nor make any 
ufe Of them with our own ftreogth, efpcciaHy 
fince the firft fin, which has disordered and 
vitiated our nature: And therefore, even afteir 

that God has headed us through his pure mercy. 
We only have the power of accepting or of re*- 
filling the means which he leaves to ourdifpofaf. 
©od a£ts in bur regard the part of a phyfician, 
who pfefcribes the remedy; who prepares it; who 
accommodates it to our wants ; , who prefents it 1 , 
and invites us to take it, and who; notwithftand- 
ing our repugnance, determines us towards it, by 
gently inclining our will. Can we, who were 
unacquainted with ourmalady, and were very fat * 
from thinking of having recourfe to the Phyfi— 
man, maintain, without the greateff ingratitude, 
that we had cured ourfdves, becaufe we had 
taken the remedy that was given us ? It is there- 
fore with juft reafon that God exacts of us an 
humble acknowledgment of our infufficiency iri 
aM that is good, and a hearty thankfgiviiig for 
whatever juftiee we may have. 

Although this be the very eflence of our re- 
ligion, and though we profefs a belief of it, our 
fclf-love is not the lels induftrious to prompt 

us 
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us to glory in our feeble endeavours, to aferibe 
our virtues to ourfelves, to applaud ourfelves for 
them; and, like the Pharifee, in the gofpel, to 
prefer ourfelves before others, and to forget 
that all comes from God. A monftreus injus- 
tice U this, which is Sovereignly ^difpleafing to 
God, being the capital enemy of his glory. 

This pride is more common among thofe who 
haVe been preferved from great failings, and 
have not experienced much temptation, than 
among great but converted finners who have had 
a long experience of their weakriefc, or among 
thofe who have been violently tempted, and 
have found themfelves frequently on the brink 
of ruin. . Almoft all thofe who confine their 
devotion to exterior praftices, are fubjeft to 
this vice; and the more faithful they are in 
difeharging them, especially if they be work 
of Supererogation, the greater is the danger of 
their being proud of them. Let us dread the 
poifon of pride, againfb which we do not.fuffi- 
ciently guard ourfelves ; let us pray to God 
that he would vouchfafe, by every manner / of 
means, to preferve us in humility. 

Laftly, the fourth quality of chriftian jufticc 
.is that it fhould be above all motives of intcreft 
and vanity. It is a degrading of piety to mate 
it fubfervient to mercenary views, and to em- 
ploy it as a mean of meliorating our fortune- 
Nor is it lefs debafed> when upon that title we 
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feek the applaufe of men, and aim at honour- 
able diftin&ions. , In every age there have been 
Atch like Pbarifees, full of oftentation, defirous 
of attra&ing the eyes of the public, founding 
aloud their good works, extolling themfelvCs 
with an afie&ed modefty, or engaging others 
to extol them, and conhdering as loft whatever 
good they did,* that was entirely unknown. In 
their intention it was undoubtedly loft, becaufe^ 
it added pothing to their honour, pr brought 
them xk> praife nor favour* Thefe falfe juft 
have received their reward, fays our Saviour? 
which is as vain -as thfcmfelves, and they have 
nothing to expe&'from my Father. God only 
acknowledges what is done for his fake; and 
far from crowning thefe hypocrites, thefe 
mountebanks of piety; he will one day unmade 
them before the whole univerfe, and uncover 
their hidden turpitude, to their utrnoft fhiroe 
and confufioiw What defpair alfo will feiae; 
them? on feeing : fo many works, that ate loft for 
ever. And for which the divine jnftice refer yes; 
nothing but punifluaeots. Godpreferveu^ % 
from being of this number* 

Let us ftudy to preferve ourfelves from thefe 
defefts, or rather from thefe vices, towards- 
which we are but too much inclined. JefusChrift 
forefaw it, and he has omitted nothing to guard- 
ed againft them, by thundering fo loudly and 
fo frequently againft falfe piety, although he 
H 3 well 
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well knew that he (hould fall a vi&im to his 
cenfnTes. I know of nothing that is more ca- 
pable of infpiring us With horror of every thing 
pharifaical, than to have always before our eyes, 
what the Saviour of die world experienced from' 
that fet of men. 

O my divine Matter, how interefting are 
thy leflons, and how many things' are compre- 
hended in every word that comes from thy 
mouth ! In the vices of the Pharifees, which 
thou haft fo forcibly condemned, thou clearly 
Iheweft me what I am to fhun, and what I am 
to labour to become, in order to pleafe thee. 
But, Lord, I am a Pharifee in my heart, arid 
what man is not ? Their vices are thofe of ear 
'wretched nature. Thou who knoweft them; 
thou who haft perfenally fufieted from diem ftf 
much; thou whofe death was the confequence 
of them, as well as their remedy, heal me of 
this fatal malady ; and fince thou commandcft 
me to co-operate in my cure, teach me to de- 
tcft thefe vices, to fight agamft them, and to 
cleanfe myfclf entirely from them* 
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FIFTEENTH LESSON. 

SIN IS COMMITTED IN THE HEART* 

WHOSOEVER) fays Jcfus Chrift, Jhall loot on a 
woman to lujt after ker> hath already committed ' 
adultery with ' her in his heart *. It is not riecet 
firy that he fhould accompiiffi his criminal de-~ 
fign* it is fafficient to have conceived it, and 
to cafthis eyes on a woman with that inten- 
tfeh. The adultery is committed in fecret : 
God and the confcience of the guilty are wit- 
ifcflea of it ; and his crime, though unknown 
to men* will not efcape the divine vengeance; 
What is true, relative to adultery and fornka* 
tion, is equally’ true relative to alf other fins. 
The defire alone renders us guilty before God* 
Whether f it* be or be not followed with the ex* 
o^udon 5 by thefame reafon that he fets down 
te our account our good defires, when it is not 
ia out power to accompfifli them. ^ ; . 

And this bfccaufe fin .is properly an aft of the 
*ill, and becaufe the determination of com- 
storing it includes die whole malice of ir. The 
exterior aft confidered in itfelf, and feparated 
hom the evil intention, is fbmething purely 
phyficsd, and contains no morality* If it add4 
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any malice to the delign that is formed in the 
heart, it is becaufe it fuppofes a more deter- 
mined and perfevering will, that has employed 
itfelf about the means of the execution ; and 
' which having found them, has made ufe of 
them, without paying attention to the ctrafe- 
, quences, and palling oyer every confiderafaon 
both human and divine, which ought to have 
Hopped it. ; Add to this the hurt which the fin 
that is really committed does to our neighbour 
* the fcandal it caufes, die faults it occafions, and 
t)ie other pernicious effefts which it does, os 
may bring along with it; efie&s fox which the 
finner is xefpotnfible, and which, to the heft of 
bis power, be is obliged to’ repair* But ohfene 
even here, that what renders him more of 
Jefs guilty, is* the degree of knowledge, deter* 
ruination, and reflexion, which are things pyrel; 
interior, of which God alone is witneis and 
Judge. It remains therefore tree, that fiuh 
Committed in the heart, and that it draws all 
its malignity from our inward difpofitions. AU 
this is to be underftood of a good a&ion, which 
God appreciates and rewards according to the 
lame rulps. Should it feem hard that God 
ihould punifli the bare will, it fhould feem to 
us confoling that he accepts and rewards it * 
and f on both fides there is nothing but what j* 
Conformable to the moft exa& juftice. Men 
would follow the lame rule, could they judge 
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of the interior*; and as muck as they cim, they 
try to approach itw 

This Icfion of Jefus Cluift, fo exten&ve m 
its application) is of the utmoft cQrtfequencC. 
We may conclude from it, in the firft place, 
how holy the law of God is, that not only for* 
bids .every criminal action, bur moft feverely 
prohibits the very thought and defife of it * 
for God takes equivalently for done what is in- 
waidly confented tot becaufc God’s all-pctie- 
Orating eye beholds this confent, which is dif. 
plealing and o&nfive to him, and which he 
necqffarily muft punilh. 

Secondly, we may conclude how much it 
behoves us to watch over the motions and the 
affedions of our heart, whole depravity be* 
comes known to us as foon as ere attain the tiff 
of refie^kion * of that heart which feafible ob» 
je&s fio firongly tempt and folicit to evil; of 
that heart whieh is the feat of fo many pkfliont, 
of fo-raany vices and bad habits, which is fo 
fertile in illicit thoughts and defires, by which* * 
when wc enter into ourfelves, we find ourfefaqs 
continually farprifed, and which inecfiantly re*, 
tapii upon us, how careful foever we may be 
in driving them away. ^ r 

Thirdly* we may conclude, that if the fins that 
are exteriorly committed be very numerous, thofis 
that are inwardly committed are much more foi 
and that the heart at every inftant begetafrotfi 

ones, 
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ones, when once any paffiori takes pofleffion of 
it ; the crime is its food, and as it Were,* its < 
only refpiration. Take what paffion you pleafe, 
cither of love, avarice, ambition* envy, hatred, . 
or revenge, if there any one of; them that 
does not take up mil our faculties, and that 
allows us to think of any thing befides die 
gratifying of it ? Every thing awakens it, and 
brings it to our remembrance; the whole find 
to-bent upon it ; and its fifts multiply without: 
number in thoughts and defines* Who could: 
reckon up thofe of a day, of a Week* of a 
month, of a year, of a long feriesof a life fperit. 
under the flavery of the paffionst The number ‘ 
of the hairs of our head is not 'to be compared 
with it. And yet none of thefe fins have 
cfcaped God’s notice. We hardly paid any at- 
tention to them, whilft they Were -fucceeding 
each other fo rapidly in out heart ; and we' sit 
snoft retain a confuted remembrance of theflu 
But God has feen them, and fies them (fif* 
tinflly ; he knows the degrees of malice of 
each one of them; and uhlefs they he efiaced. 
by repentance, he wiH remember them, to 
punifti them for ever. Yes, thofe thoughts that 
pafled by like lightning, thofe defires' thathardly 
left the fmalleft track, and which we had loft 
fight of, a it and wiH be etemalljr prefent toGod, 
which he ever wilt hate, with which he ever will 
reproach us, and which better wiltavenge. 

If 
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If we were well perfuaded that fin is, pro- 
perly fpeaking, the fovereign, the only evil of 
man: becaufe all other evils, even thofe of 
heU, are only the punishment of it l if at the 
fame rime we confidered how eafily our heart 
commit*, it, when unchecked by piety and the 
fear of God ; it we confidered that a thought, 
that an unlawful defire is almoft without inter- 
miffion replaced by another ^ and that they 
form a long chain that extends to both extremi- 
ties of our life ; if faith fet before us the dread- 
ful confcquences of one mortal fin ; much more 
fo of a heap of fins, the one more grievous 
than the otheT ; becaufe the lights we receive, 
tie habit we contract, and the obduracy of the 
will daily incrcafe their malice, we fhould be 
ftized With horror, and become infupportable 
to ourfelves. 

Two things would throw us into the greateft' 
aftonifhment : our obftinate perfeverance in 
offending God, and God’s infinite patience in* 
bearing with us, in waiting for us, in inviting 
ms to repentance, in offering us his pardon,- 
n|d all the riches of hie mercy. Whilft we 
have rime, let xp endeavour to fathom theft 
two abyffes of the malice of man, and the 
goodnefs of God, that we may quit the ftate 
of fin, or that we may preferve ourfelves frdm 
hi that we may keep ourfelves in humility and 
in a diffidence of ourfelves } and that we may 

be 
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; be excited to love a God fo good, to patient, 
and fo merciful. If thefe truths do not (trike 
us here below* if inftead of pondering them 
and profiting by them, we try to throw them 
a tide, and to forget them » we (ball remem- 
ber them m fpite of us in . the cither life, *a, 
which they wills caufe both our torment a ni 
defpair* 

Alas! O Lord, how much have I hitherto 
been miftfeken in the date, of my foul before 
thee 1 I only reckoned my fins by my a£Uons* 
whilft I had to fum up the. number of them 
from my intentions , and defirea. Perhaps I 
may have thought myfelf innocent* or, at lead 
not very guilty, becaufe I did not perceive 
great and frequent diforders in my condtt&* 
but with how many crimes has my heart been. 

, fullied in thy fight, only becaufe it wilbed toi 
commit diem ? At all /times my (entimepts 
and my thoughts have been bent, towaids evil** 
which I have loved, which I have fought after, 
and of which I have made the hahituaL food of' 
my mind. 

To my fhame and cqnfufien, (hew me this? 
innumerable multitude, of inward fins, fuch as 
thou feefi them thyfelf. Render, me capable of; | 
fupportittg the fight of them, frightful as it is*. 
But whilft thou difeovereft them, infpire me . 
with a keen repentance : may I accufe myMf } 
! . . . ■ , > 

; • Gen. viii. 
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of them, firft before thee, and next at the feet 
of thy minifter,' in all the detail that my me- 
mory can procure, when affifted by thy light. 
May I deteft, may I deplore, aird may I expiate 
them ; may I labour the remainder of life to 
purify this heart, that is an kiexhauftible fource 
of iniquity. But with what other heart fhall I 
purify mine, that is only filth and corruption ? 
It fhall be with the virtue of thine, O my Sa- 
viour 1 Thine is the furnace of divine love. 
Throw into me a fpark of that facred fire, that 
bums and cbnfumes even the very root of all 
that is impure in me. Deftroy this unhappy 
concupifcence, this incentive to fin, which I 
have brought with me into the world; and 
create in me a new heart, that only produces 
good thoughts and holy defires, that fpends 
jifelf iu a £b of devotion and gratitude, and 
that repairs, hy an ardent charity all the disor- 
ders of cupidity. ' : 



. ; ) 
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SIXTEENTH LESSOR 

EVERY SINNER. IS A SLAVE TO SIN. 

It is a common prejudice, and an ordinary 
complaint, that the law o£ God hampers the li- 
berty of man, by circumfcribing it within the 
preciufts of certain duties, and by contrafling 
ft into narrow bounds, which he is not allowed 
to tranfgrefs. We are not free, it is faid, be- 
caufe we cannot a£t as we pleafe; the commands 
©f God are fo many (hades ; the (inner that leaps 
over every bar, and (tops at no fence, is more 
free than the righteous who attends always to* 
the law without ever fwerving from it* That 
worldlings fpeak, and even thofe chriftians wh$ 
devoid of charity* only keep the commandments 
trough. motives of fear alone*. 

It is eafy to anfwer, that as our liberty is 
God’s gift, we ought only to ufe -it according 
to the defigns of his will ; that he is mailer to 
fubje& it to lawst and that if? it be pained by 
inch a fubjedlion, we have no right to eomplam 
of if: bccaufe m quality of dependant creatures, 
it appertains not to us to do as we pleafe. But 
folid as this anfwer may be, tjiere is another 
uttered by Truth itfelf, that more direflly at- 
tacks the prejudice and complaint in queftion* 

Whofoev# 
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Whomever committeth jin> fays our Lord* is tbq 
fervant of fm *. far from, being more free, he 
confequently (hackles his liberty ; and the more 
he gives himfclf up to fin, the more does he 
increaiib his bondage. Once Jefus Chrift has 
fpoken, there is no room for difcuifion : it £ufc* 
fices that he has decided it in the manner the 
moft clear and explicit. He makes no exception 
either of perfons or of the kinds of fins ; but he 
abfolutely pronounces, that whofoever fins, by 
that, alone,' enflaves himfelf* Wherefore from 
his word, without farther reafoning, I am au- 
thorifedto conclude, that the more a man with- 
draws himfelf from fin, and the more he binds . 
WNelf to an exa£b obfervance of the divine'Iaw, 
the freer he is with the freedom which is that of 
the children of God, 

Never tbele fa as all the moral lentences of our 
Saviour emanate from the fovereign reafon, fie 
does not forbid us to employ with fobriety the 
natund light he has given us, in examining the 
truth of his oracles \ he even invites us to do itfc 
and it is the befit ufe we can make of our reafon* 
Let us therefore fee, in the firft place, in whafr 
true liberty confifts; fecondly, if the power of fin* 
n »gbc a confequeace of the liberty which man 
has received from God : thirdly, if the exercife 
this power be die £ime thing with the e'xer- 
c & of our liberty : fourthly, what is the. flavery 
■ - of 

f * Joan. Till 34, 
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of fin : fifthly and laftly, how when once we 
are engaged in this flavery, far from being able 
to free ourfelves. from it, we enthral ourfehres | 
more and more. 

Where (hall we take the idea of true liberty? 
In Grid himfelf, who is the fource of it, and 
who is not only the moff free of all beings, 
but the only eflentially and absolutely free Being. 
He receives no law from any one $ he has no 
other rule to his will, but his will itfelf: what- 
ever exifts out of himfelf, only exifts by him, 
becaufe he wills it, and fuch as he wills it, and 
noways can conftrain his fupreme independence. 
In him liberty is an infinite perfie&ion, as well 
as all the others ; it is a pure perfediem, with- 
out any mixture of deleft. Now God, who is 
infinitely free ip all that he exteriorly operate 
has only the choice of that which is good $ J# 
is not free with refpeft to evil, which he neither 
can will noT execute. His nature, and all his 
attributes, go again ft it * and he would ceafe to 
be God, could it be other wife. He therefor* 
rejefts evil through the neceffity of his bring, 
which is, of all neceffities, the moft invincible, 
which, far from impairing his liberty, confti- 
tutes the perfeftion and the excellency of & 

It therefore is not true, that liberty carries with 
it in its notion the power of finning: oath* 
contrary, perfeft liberty, which is in God alone, 
abfolutely excludes that power > it is folely con- 
* fined 
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fined and determined to what is good, and 
which way foever it is exercifed, it never can 
do any thing but what is good. It depends 
upon God outwardly t<v aft or not, to aft in 
fuch or fuch a maimer, to chnfe out of fuch or 
fitch a thing that is good, to manifefl! fuch or 
fajeh an attribute more than another *, but his 
liberty never can extend to evil, and yet he is 
fovereigniy free. 

Liberty confidered in man is alfo a perfec- 
tion * and even the moil excellent of all his 
perfections. God who in this has created him 
to his own likenefs, has given it him, in order 
tollable him to become morally good, righteous, 
aad holy, and enable of the happmefs to which 
ic has deftined him by way of reward. The 
power,’ therefore, in man of finning, is not the % 
confequence of fo excellent a gift,, which flows 
from fo pure a fource, and is granted for an 
end fo fublime. If it were, God would be the; 
author of that fatal power, which cannot be 
faid without blafphemy. From whence , then 
does it proceed, fince it comes not from God, 
and of itfelf is not annexed to liberty ? It comes 
hour the imperfeftion that is inherent in the 
creature. The creature is drawn out of no- 
thing, and on that account its will is not eflen- 
tbUy upright and bent towards reftitude, as is 
the will pf God 5 it is liable to fail, and can 
incline towards eviL Hence every intelligent 

and 
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and fate creature, that necef&rily has dudes to 
discharge in honour of ks'CYeator, and dot 
in difeharging them venders itfelf worthy of the 
end to which it is called, U capable of failing 
in its duties, and of deviating from its end. 
This power is in itfelf a radical impcrfe&ion, 
which inftead of being pleafed at havingk, we 
ought to lament and he humbled at it, and 
dread above all the exercife of, becaufe it would 
prove moft fatal* Hence as liberty is perfe&in 
God, becaufe it is impoffible that he fhould 
make a bad ufe of it } it is imperfeft in the 
creature, becaufe through a defeft that is in- 
terwoven in his nature, . it may abufe k; and 
by fe doing, turn it againft God and againft 
itfelf. * 

From hence it evidently appears, that the ex* 
ercife of the power of fuming, is not the fo* 
thing with the exercife of our liberty* It is true, 
were I not free, I could not fin, no mote that 
I could do any good: but it is not precifelfi^ 
cftufe I am free, that I fin ; it is becaufe lam ca» 
pable from my nature of doing what is wrong. 
In the aft itfelf, this capacity or power of doing 
wrong, which properly fpeaking is only a dc- 
feft, fuppofes the exercife of liberty, but it is 
fomething that is different from it; it is the 
abufe of liberty; it is the applicationwhich I 
make of it to an ebjeft, to which, in the inten- 
tion of God, I ought not to apply it. I there- 
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fprefin, bceaufe I have the power of turning 
myfetf towards evil 5 hat I am not left free, 
wbcnl abftain from finning : I am even in that 
cafeniorefree,becaufeI make a* better ufe 
ofmyHberty, by: making it referable the liberty 
of Gpd, and by renderings it iubfervient to the 
end for . which k wag- .given me. r ' 
from hence k foil owsthat by inning I 
wcakemtoy liberty with rdpe^l ia what is good, 
Iftrengthen.it with refpe&toevil, and I deviate 
more and: more from that equilibrium, whichin 
thecrearture forms the prefe&ion of it. I thereby 
become a flave to fin, the weight of which pre- 
ponderates* and habhually holds my wiH in a 
te of inclination to' it. And what is the 
ntefning of a flave to fin i It means a flave to 
fejifibfe; objo £b, which I fatter to aflfurae a 
power over me that does not belong to them ; 
to; a woman , for example, in whofe bonds I en- 
gage, and who captivates my liberty ; to money, 
th$*fefireajid thepoflfeffion of which, matter me 
to-Ajeir obedience,, and do npt leave me free in 
Ac life I ought to make of them; to honours 
and to vain glory the ambition rof, which rules 
all my Heps, and keeps me enfla^ed to falfe pre- 
judiocs, . a^d to ibe. opinions, of thepubfic. It 
timm a flave. to nay fenfes, by the impreffions 
of which l am blindly fed a way ; to my imagi- 
nation, ^ that prevails over ifeafon, and does not 
sUowmeto litten tbit; to my paffibnrthat fway 
r T 1 ' me 
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me at pJe$A*re, and hufcryme into extravagances, 
of which) ,of* coot jrtfl exion, I become aftamed: 
to bad hab&s, which) when once contra&ed, 
become a fecond nature, that. I canfcarcely 
jailer. 1 $ means, in a word,a flaveof the devil, 
who lay# faft hold of, and fetters my will, and 
who is almoft Aire of fuccefs of his artful 
fcarefc aftd>of the temptations hcfuggcfts. A 
ipoft debofing, heavy, and. infnppOrtable -fetvi- 
tiwfe, which, wbilft.it Jaffa* robrme at once of 
peace of mind and of heart, and commences 
my mifery bejce below, v to perpetuate it here- 
after. - 

* Neverthelcfs under fuch a general depen- 
dance I fancy myfelf free ; ; I flatter myfelf tto t 
in every thing: I follow my own will, whilft I 
am a&ually a boad-ilave to a crowd of tyrant 
This dangerous hnd fad illufion is owing to At 
will itfelf that is of the party, that puts on its 
own chains, and with which it is pleafed, at 
lead for a time. This is what malces us imagine 
that , we are at our own difpofal, though in re- 
ality we are not. In fad, what a ftrange liberty 
is that wltioh is deaf to the voice of God, of 
reafori) and of conscience; which mceffantly 
deviates from virtue, to follow evil ways : which 
is. dircdly taken up with things that are baneftrf 
, to its deftinaxion, which ihftead of -rendering 
k a man virtuous and' happy, renders him wicked 
and wretched ! Do we {tofiefs a thing more 

fully, 
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ftilly, becanfe we continually abufe it ? Are 
we more independant, when having lhaken off 
a juft and honorable yoke, we undergo the un- 
lawful and lhameful one of tyranny ? Such ne- 
verthelefs is the condition of a finner, and his 
blindnefs goes lb far, as to glory fo much the 
more in his liberty, as he is the more enflaved. 

But let us follow the march and the pro- 
grefs of this fervitude. When a chriftian, after 
uavmg lived fome time in innocence and in the 
obfervance of the divine law, yields to the al- 
wrements of fin, and begins to tafte the falfe 
Greets of it, I allow that at firft he thinks him- 
lelf more free, becaufe he opens to himfelf a 
f, reer: «»ut at the lame time' he Ihuts 
Mhunlidfthe one he was in before; and 
jf his liberty extends to new objeda, it is only 
by renouncing others,about which it is no longer 
emp oyed. Hence, what on the one hand it 

gams, if it be a gain, it lofes on the other. 

But n^rs are foon going to alter. Sin, fo 

«traa,ng and pleafing at firft effay, gradually 
fetters the will ; which finds, not without fome 
nneafinefs, that it no longer can leave it. Not 
Z* fin has acquired new charms; on the con- 
a* r 7, it has daily fewer. But its liberty is 
weakened, and cannot eafily draw back. A kind 
«f an almoft irrefiftible force drags us along fo, 
J* Path of and continually hurries us' 

m ****** fengfh** An habit i, contraded • 

N that’ 
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that which at £rft was more voluntary, becomes 
at laft almoft quite mechanical ; the firftlm* 
predion of the obje£t nearly forces confent, 
and we iky that we are no loiter free to refufe 
it; and on that account we pretend excufc 
Grace a&s, confcience fpeaks, and remorfes 
are felt": we are even tired, diigufted, and 
wearied with what formerly feemed delightful. 
But fin is the ftrongeft, it commands and mail 
he obeyed. We fin, no longer with a free de- 
termination, but becaufe we can hardly do 
otherwife. We groan under this fatal necef- 
fity, and wifli to break our chains ; but it is no 
longer time ; in fpite of us we muft drag them 
evento the grave, unlefs God come to our af- 
fi&ance. 

' Sinners, boafl: now of your liberty. Whilft 
the path of the commandments of God widens 
daily to the righteous man, whilft.the more he 
advances in it, the more pleafing it becomes ; 
to you the path of fin continually grows nar- 
rower, and daily becomes more laborious and 
painful ; you repent, but in vain, chat you ever 
engaged in it. The faithful chriftian feels that 
his liberty is developed and increafed by the 
pra&ice of virtue,; all relu&ances vanilh, all 
dif&culties are removed, and pleafure fucceeds 
pain. As to you, it is quite the reverfe ; you* 
begin with pleafure, and end in pain ; from! the 
v abit you have formed, fin becomes inlipid ; 

you 
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you fwallow it like water, without the lead re* 
lift; you even experience a certain repugnanC* 
in yielding to it, and are in defpair that you 
cannot withdraw from it. St. Auguftin, front 
felf-evidence, hag perfectly delineated this un- 
happy ftate ; and evpry inveterate (inner, un- , 
lefs decidedly impious, mutt yield to the truth 
of it. . 

The moment in which the (inner feels mod 
the lofs of his liberty is, when ftrongly urged 
by grace, he fees the diforder and the danger 
of his fituadon, and forms the de(ign of quitting 
it. What confii&s! what inward ftruggles! 
what attacks! what refiftancc ! what relblutions 
a hundred times takei^ and a hundred times 
Tetra&ed ! He would, and he does not will $ 
he takes fome Heps towards his conversion, and 
then he draws back $ he drives to rife up, and 
falls down again rntore heavily : not unlike a 
man plunged in mire, who having nothing to 
hold by, finks (till deeper, as he druggies to 
get out. There are always delays : to-morrow* 
to-morrow ; never to-day, neyer at this mo- 
ment He has not the ftrength to determine 
to give this cpnfent, -without which there can 
be no converfion : yet he wiflies to give it, but 
with an inefficacious defire ; he reproaches his 
will, but he is no longer matter of it $ he fheds 
tears through vexation and rage ; and withal he 
does net change, and abfolutely never will, ua- 
n % lefs 
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left God in his mercy imfhackle his liberty. 
There is not therefore in morality, a mote cer* 
tain maxim, than that of Jefus Chrift, that he 
who commits fin is a Have to fin. This is not 
die* place to fpeak of the difmal confequences 
of fuch flavery. We well know that it leads to 
final impenitence, and then to hell. 

Here let every one make his prayer, and place 
himfelf in the difpofitions that are fuitable to 
the ftate he is in. If he has had the happinefs 
of being preferved from the fcrvitude of fin, 
by riot having contracted the habit of it, kt 
him give thanks to God ; but let him watch 
over himfelf, left he ihould unfortunately ex- 
perience the fad efie&s of that habit 5 be it 
known to him, that venial fin deliberately com- 
mitted, leads to mortal fin \ and that one (ingle 
fall is fufficient to give birth to habit : becaufe, 
once we have fallen, it is not in our power 
to rife again. If at this prefent moment he 
be a Have to fin, let him lift up his hands to 
God ; let him humbly implore his affiftsnce} 
let him faithfully execute whatever he fhall be 
infpired with by graces let him not be'dif* 
heartened ; let him not defpair ; let him wait 
with confidence and patience for his delivery. 
Solid conversions, in general, come on by de- 
grees. Finally, if after having been for a long 
while a Have, he has broken through his chains* 
let him fing to God, the remainder of his days, 

• - a canticle 
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a canticle of gratitude : but let him remember 
that the more he has received from grace, the 
more he ought to return by a generous fide* 
lity ; for the fmalleft negleft might occafion in 
him a relapfe ftiU snort dangerous, and perhaps 
irremediable. 
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SEVENTEENTH LESSON. 

THE TRUTH MAKES US FREE. 

The truth Jhall male you free faid our Sa- 

viour to the Jews. The carnal Jews did not 
underftand the fenfe of this faying \ they un- 
derftood it of a freedom from a temporal fervi- 
tude ; and according to this interpretation, they 
looked upon it as falfe and injurious to their 
nation. They therefore replied : We have never 
hen Jlaves to any man . They ought, however, 
to have underftood, that our Lord fpoke to 
them of a mere exalted and of a quite fpiritual 
deliverance, as it was to be the effeft of the 
truth. We have no reafon to be furprifed at 
the ignorance and blindnefs of the Jews ; al- 
though chriftians, we are in general neither 
lefs ignorant nor blind : and when , the fame 
words uccur to us in the gofpel, which are 
equally addrfcfled to us, we hardly underftand 
them better. Yet a full knowledge of them is 
of the utmoft confequence to us all. , W^ at 
then is the truth ? What does it free us from? 
How does it affe£fc this freedom ? and what 

muft 

• Joan. viii. 3 a. 
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muft we do on our part, in order to fecond its 
operation l 

The, truth, is God himfelf. But God in his 
own* nature, is too much above our reach : ou* 
minds are incapable of thus contemplating the 
truth in its own eflfence ; they would immedi* 
ately be dazzled and loft in it. Befides, this 
contemplation would be barren, nor would it 
enable us to make any juft application. Wit- 
nefs the abftra&ed fpeculations of the Plato* 
mans, as well as thofe of the fcholaftics* on the 
divine nature* What moral rules do they draw 
from them ?. And what benefit accrues fron> 
the fuhlimeft knowledge, unlefs it tend to- the 
regulation of our morals?' That the truth, 
therefore might be ufeful to us, it has mani- 
ffefted and rendered itfelf fenfible in the per- 
fbn of Jefus Chrift, who fays of himfelf : I ant 
the Truth ; and who in dire£t terms declares it 
to the Jews on the fame occafion, when he 
feys : If the Sm jbatt make you free t you Jball be 
free indeed # * 

In vetting itfelf with our nature, the truth* 
has approached towards u6 ; it has proportion^ 
«& itfelf to our weaknefs, by lowering itfelf to; 
our level; it has placed its inftru&ions within 
our reach, by its examples, which it has ren- 
dered palpable, and by his grace, which ren- 
ders them imitable* We* therefore, fince the 

eoming 
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coming of Jefus Chrift, have nothing more to 
wifh for, for the regulation of our lives •, be- 
caufe in him we find the truth, and a truth 
that is not lefs calculated for the heart than for 
the mind. An acceffible truth, that tempe- 
rates its fplendour, and difclofes its charms in 
fuch a manner, as to enable us to contemplate 
them without either effort or fear ; a truth 
which every kind of motive induces us tp imi- 
tate * becaufe it is a God-Man in which it fliews 
itfelf, and becaufe to the molt fimple and fami- 
liar leffons, and to the moil perfuafi ve and moving 
examples, it joins the molt powerful helps. 

What does this truth free us from, if we take 
it for our guide ? It frees us from our errors. 
Morality, which is properly the fcience of man, 
the fcience which interefls him the moft to be 
acquainted with, the fcience which through 
virtue leads him to happinefs, is the fcience of 
which he knows the lead, even when he flatters 
himfelf that he is the moft verfed in it The 
vulgar who do not ftudy.it, and who have no 
other light than a certain inftind and a fcantily 
cultivated reafon, are lefs liable to go aftray 
than the proud philofopher, who ia for fathom- 
ing it with his own reflexions, and for reducing j 
it into fyftem. He does not reft it on its real 
bafis 5 he is ignorant of moft of its principles! 
and from thofe- of which he may have a glimpfei 
he draws falfe confequerices $ he never rightly 

hits 
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hits upon the drift and the end of it. The fub- 
je£l of happinefs, which hun*an reafon never 
has been able to clear, and on which the fage$ 
of antiquity have fruitlessly difputed, furnifties 
an evident proof, that morality is not within the 
reach of our natural lights alone, and that re* 
velation is neceflary, before we can comprehend 
it. For the juft idea of happinefs is the key of 
this Science y happinefs is the term to which it 
tends y and its obje£t is to teach us the means 
of attaining it. Now read as much as you 
pleafe both ancient and modern moralifts, who 
on writing on this fubje£t have only confulted 
their own reafonings,. and have fet afide the 
revealed truth, you will find in none of them 
neither an exa& definition of happinefs, or a 
lure indication of the way that leads to it. 

But what is a wifdqm that is deceived in thefe 
two points, on which it fancies itfelf the mo(f 
knowing, but a falfe, illufory, infane and pre- 
lumptuous wifdom, that at every ftep ftrays 
farther from the truth,, and becomes fo much 
the lefs able to find it, as it is obftinate in the 
fcarch of it. And if fuch has been, if fuch 
ftiU is the blindnefs of the greateft geniufes^of 
thofe who have given themfelves out for the 
teachers of mankind, what muft the blindnefs 
be of their difciples, who decide upon theft au- 
thority, and fwear to their word ? The igno- 
**nt multitude, as I have faid, are not f6 liable' 
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to their going aftray ; becaufe, as they reafon 
lefs, they do not pervert the firft ljeffons of na- 
ture; they more eafily recover their wanderings, 
becaufe the paffions have more {hare in them 
than the mind ; and their ignorance, which they 
readily own* renders them more fufceptihle of 
inftru&ion, when they fall into good hands. 
But in other refpe&s, what llupidity, what 
flavery of their fenfes are they not fubjeft to ! 
What difficulty do they not find in railing 
themfelves up to any fpiritual idea ! What can 
prevent their being led away by fedu&ion ! and 
when once feduced, to what extremities do they 
go, liftening only to their brutal paffions, and 
uncontrouled by any kind of reflexion. 

Let both the learned and the ignorant liften to 
JefusChrift ; they will be freed from their errors 
their doubts and uncertainties on the eflential 
points of morality, in beginning from the point 
happinefs: they will be furely and perfectly in- 
ftrufted in all they ought to know and prac- 
tife. The gofpel on thefe objedls is eafily un- 
derflood ; befides, the church has never wanted 
enlightened and pious mailers to explain it. 

The truth will free us from our prejudices ; 
the world teems with them ; we find them 
eftabUihed when we come into it; we fuck 
them in with our milk, and they are the bale 
on which our education is founded. There are 
prejudices that are general* prejudices that ap- 
pertain 
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pertain to ranks and conditions, prejudices of 
bodies of men, and prejudices that are per- 
fonal. In what country do not people reafon, 
judge, and conduft themfelves otherwife than 
according to prejudices ? What man is exempt 
from them?, what mind, what character has 
ftrength enough to guard againft them or to 
fliake them off ? Before we are aHe to appre- 
ciate what riches and honours are, we are 
taught to prize them, tohold in eftimatien thofe 
who poffefs them, , and to look .upon them as* 
Happy ; we are taught to be proud of our birth, 
thould it be iHuftrious, and to be afliamed of 
k, if it be obfcure •,*' to judge of merit not from* 
perfonal qualities, but from rank, , diftin&ion, . 
privileges, and reputation*. We are taught to 
tefpe& the world^and its opinions* to be gentle 
with it, to fear it,, to live according, to its max-- 
uns and cuftoms, and to make it . a falfe point 
of honour in not deviating from them* Thefc 
prejudices* which are numberlefs, and which 
even extend to the gofpel and practices of piety," 
being rboted in the foul, rule our-whole life. 
It is not.an cafy matter for the truth to free us 
from them ; in fa £t, there are very few whom, 
it perfe&ly frees > becauie we either do not 
liften to it* or are unwilling to follow it in all 
its branches. For it is evident that whofoever 
eonfults Jefus Chrift on what he fhould think 
of things* mufthavehis mind free from all kind* 
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of prejudice 5 and if, through weaknefs, he 
fheuld chance to yield to any, he will condemn 
himfelf for it, as a prevarication. 

The truth frees us from the illufion of the 
fenfes, which deceive us by furfaces and ap- 
pearances, and prepoflefles us in favour of pre- 
font obje&s, as if they were the only real blef- 
fings; and that the objeds to come, that ate 
propofed to us by faith, were only chimeri- 
cal : from the illufion of the imagination, that 
equally deceives us, by enchanting or frightful 
pictures which it fets before us ; that amufes 
or occupies us with a thoufand vain projetts, 
entertains us with falfe hopes or fears, and tor- 
ments us with the promife of rendering us 
happy : from the illufion of the mind, which 
by giving Us a favourable opinion of our own 
merit, makes us believe that we are capable of 
every thing, that we may afpire to, and fuccced 
in every thing ; which fwells us with preemp- 
tion and vanity *, which leads us to a neglcft of 
folid talents, in order to cultivate others that 
are more brilliant and frivolous j which fills us 
with arrogance, difdain, and contempt of thofe 
Who do not do us juftice ; that is, who do not 
think in our regard as we think of ourfelvcs } 
makes us dupes to praifes of a mean and into- 
retted adulation : from the illufion of the heart, 
which, being prone to fdf-deception by taking 
that to be true which flatters, and that to be 

good 
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good which pleafes, and that to be bad which 
it diflikes, adheres to perfons and to things 
more through** tafte and fancy, than from rea- 
fon 5 and in like manner lets them afide ; and 
liftening only to a blind fentiment, is impatient 
of being undeceived. Neither the advice of 
others, nor our own reflexions, will free you 
from fo many illufionss, which you do not per- 
ceive, and which you are unwilling to acknow- 
ledge. It is neceffary that the truth itfelf 
Should enlighten you, and difpel them by means 
of its light. You only perfevere in them, be- 
caufe you refufe to confult it- Not fatisfied 
with freeing us from this heap of errors, pre- 
judices, and illufions, the truth aicends to the 
fcurcej and if we be docile, it will free us 
from our paffions and vices, from pride and 
felf-loye. Philofpphy has attempted to prefcribe 
remedies for the paffions, but authourity was 
wanting in them to make them go down ; and 
thofe who prefcribed them, annulled their fine 
precepts by then wicked examples. As to the 
vices, philofophy know how to define them, 
how to paint their deformity, and how to point 
out their ridicule and excefies *, but it went no 
farther *, and in general thdfe grave matters of 
morality were not lefs vicious and perverfe than 
others. Befides, it is well knoWn how power-: 
fully they were ruled by pride and felf-love, 
and how fovereignly they defpifed the reft of 

their 
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their fellow-men ; the moft zealous among 
them in favour of virtue, imagined that it was 
in their oWn power to acquire it, and thought 
it needlefs to apply for it to the deity 4 and their 
feeming progrefs in the pra&ice of it, only 
rendered them more proud and more felf- 
oonceited. f 

It was therefore neceflary that the truth* 
fliould come down upon earth, to teach man to* 
hate and deny himfelf, continually, to war upon 
himfelf, and at the fame time to acknowledge: 
that he could not conquerwithout the help of 
a fuperoatural affiftance, to beg it of God bp 
humble prayer, and to aforibe to him all the 
honour of his viftoriesw 

But how does the truth fet us free? In # 
manner that k is impoffible to explain * it is s 
fecrct which it keeps to itfelf. Without tfc 
leaft infringement of our liberty, it a£h upon 
the mind, and alters our ideas ; it a&s on the 
heart, and gives it new difpofttions : all' on a 
fttdden, we become new men 5 we efteem what 
we defpked ; we defpife what we efteemed; we 
love what we abhorred ; we abhor what we 
|oved« It is in die very bottom of the foul^ 
where, with as much gentlenefs as efficacy, this 
wonderful change is effie&ed y it takes place it* 
an inftant \ and if we afterwards faithfully, cor* 
aefpond wkh it, it produces the moft defiraMe 
cleft s both for our ^erfeftion and happing 

The 
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The malady has ceafed ; we are in full conva* 
lefccncej and to recover that firft health which 
fin had deprived us of, we need only follow the 
regimen which the truth prescribed to us. For 
the truth, when once it has fhewn itfelf, and 
we have embraced it, no longer abandons us j. 
it helps us fucceffively to ihake off our bonds, 
and in the long run fets us entirely free. At 
kail: this is the defign, which if it be not ac- 
cotnpliihed, it is by want of oui *dufe correspond- 
ence with it. 

The radical change, which is the eflential, 
is efre&ed in us, without our concurrence ; but 
th^ alterations that follow require our, co- 
operation ; without which we lofe even our 
firft grace, and beeoihe worfe and greater Haves 
than before. The example of Saul is a ftriking 
inftance of this *. Samuel, after having con- 
fecrated him king, announced to him that he 
Was going to be changed into another man 5 in 
faft he was fo ; and at the very moment that 
he left Samuel, God y fays the Scripture, gave 
him another hearty. Behold him, enlightened, 
guided, and animated by the truth 5 he foe- 
ceeded in every thing, and whilft he confulted 
but the truth, God profpered his enterprifes. 
He twice difobeys Samuel, who to him was the 
organ of the truth 5 the fpirit of God leaves 
Jum; an evil fpirit force? him \ he becomes 

jealous 

? zKisgsx.6* f Ibid 9, 
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jealous of David’s glory, that reflected upon 
him, and throughout his whole reign,, all his 
thoughts are employed about the means of de- 
ftroying him. From time to time, the light 
makes its appearance ; he fees it, but does not 
follow it, and finally he is loft* 

When therefore the truth fhaUhavc effe&ed 
in us a change like that in Saul ; if we mean to 
be fet at full liberty, we muft infeparably adhere 
to it, and give it an abfolute fway over our 
whole conduCt. We muft embrace it in the 
entire, and confult it in everything. We muft 
liften to it when it inftru&s us ; we muft love 
it when it reproves ; and obey it when it com- 
mands : we muft. not expeCt it will flatter us, 
or overlook our defers $ if it did, it would 
not be inflexible and incorrupt 5 if it could have 
any complaifance for our vices, or even for ou» 
(mailed imperfections, it would not be the 
Truth. As it is infinitely wife, it accommo* 
dates itfelf to out weaknefs, by its various de- 
grees of correction, and by the imperceptible 
manner in which it enlightens arid heals us* 
But we muft always follow it;, it fuffers no 
ftoppage ; it loves, us too tenderly to free us, 
hut by halves. ' O how free, how happy IhouM 
we be, were w « to allow it an abfolute difpofal 
of our heart ! 

But of all our evils, the mod univerfal and 
the mod deplorable is, that we do not love the 
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truth; we are fraid to know it, we (hun it and 
even hate it when it (hews a fevere countenance, 
when it reproaches our faults, and prefcribes 
for us remedies that are difagreeable to nature. 
At firft we turn away our own eyes, that we 
may not fee it ; we (hut our ears that we may 
not hear it ; (hould it fpeak aloud, (hould it 
prefs upon us, 'we refill and repel it, we afie& 
not to know it 5 and falfe reafons are never 
wanting to lead us into a perfuafion that it is 
not the truth that fpeaks. It does not drop the 
purfuit ; for a long time it renews th£ attack, 
by afluming every (hape and employing every 
means to win us. But at lad the moment 
comes^ which moment the truth alone knows, 
in which our rebellion and obftinacy irritate and 
force it to forfake us. We then applaud our- 
(elves for being freed from its importune admo- 
nitions; and do not fee that, abandoned and 
condemned by our heavenly Phyfician, we mud 
irremediably perilh. 

O thou incarnated Truth, thou Truth that 
haft done incomprehenfible prodigies to abafe 
thyfelf down to us, and to induce us to love 
thee •, in what manner foever thou dealeft with 
me, never permit me to miftake or to hate thee. 
What would become of me, were I to go to fuch 
a pitch of blindnefs and folly ! by hating thee, I 
could not hurt thee, but I (hould thereby dif- 
pleafe thee and lofe myfelf. O rather grant me 

to 



Digitized by 




9CHOOI * 09 CBBIS** 

to chftrUh thee even when thou feemeft bitter j 
and when thou reprimanded, may I only cbnfi* 
dcr thy zeal and affection for me. Wouldft 
thou be interefted in my progrefs and happi- 
acfs, wert thou filent on my vices? . Aflume att 
the authority over me that belongs to thee, and 
exercife it as thou pleafefi. Deliver me from all 
my miferies, which I neither know, nor can 
know, nor. yet be freed from, but by thee- 
Whether thou fpeakeft inwardly to my heart,, 
or makeft ufe of the miniftery of men, I fhall 
think myfelf happy to hear and to follow thy 
voice. I fhould deem it the greateft of misfor- 
tunes to force thee, through my indocility, to 
abandon me. Be thou ray Teacher and my fo* 
vereign upon earth, and after havings freed me ; 
from fin and the corruption of nature, graat 
me to contemplate and to love thee eternally in 
the kingdom of perfect liberty. Amen., 
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EIGHTEENTH LESSON. 

WHOSOEVER DOES EVIL, HATES THE LIGHT. 



One of the mod important Sentences of mo* 
raKty is that of Jefus Chrift to Nicodemust 
Every one that doth evil , hateth the light , and 
someth not to the light , theft his works may not be 
reproved *. Our a&ions, whether good or bad, 
are liable upon earth to three kinds of judg- 
ments \ to that of God, to our own, and to 
that of other men. God judges them with a 
light, which is no other than his fupreme truth, 
Hid intimates his judgment to our confcience * 
we judge them with tl>e light of reafon, which 
either approves or condemns them : other men 
in like manner, when they come to their know* 
ledge, judge them according to the appearance 
of goodnefs or of malice which they offer to 
their view. Befides thefe lights, which are 
common to all men, the chriftians. have thole 
©f the gofpel and of inward grace. He who 
does a good a£tion cannot hate any of thefe 
lights, becaufe they are the rule of his condu&; 
nor does he fear any of thefe judgments, as he 
has all reafon to think that they are favourable. 

He 
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He a&s with confidence under the eyes of God: 
far from ihunning his looks, he refle&s with 
pleafure that God fees him, and feels comfort 
from the good teftimony which the divine light 
gives to his confcience. Far from feeking to 
fubtra& his aftion from the judgment of reafon, 
he confults it before he a£ts, and feeures its ap- 
probation. As to other men, though he ambi- 
tions not their fufirage, ihoul<l he be humble, 
he has no intereft to hide himfelf from, them, 
and has nothing to apprehend from their being 
acquainted with his condudr : becaufe if they be 
equitable, they mult needs praife, and flbouid 
they be , otherwife, their praife* or their cen- 
fures are alike indifferent. 

This is not the cafe with him who does evil. 
He hates the light of God, that inwardly con- 
demns him ; he hates the light of reafon, that 
pronounces againft him ; he hates the light of 
other men, who being impartial judges in 
a&ions not their own, readily difepprove thofe 
that ^re had. This requires fome fort of ex- 
plication. 

Properly {peaking,, we do no evil but in as 
much as we know it, and determine ourfelvcs 
towards it> with fome degree of refle&ien. Now 
wherefoever there is malice, either in an a&ipn* 
or in the caufe ojr occafion of it, it is morally iffl- 
poflible that we fhould not hear both before and 
after, the voice of confcience which is the voice of 

Go d, 
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God, whofe admonitions and reproaches hare for 
their ofejeA to prevent us from a&ing wrong, or 
to excite our repentance. Before the aftion, he 
diverts us fromit byreafons that are taken from 
thegrievoufnefs of the fin, and from ks con- 
fequences : after the a&ion, he purfues with 
keen xemorfes, and allows us no repofe. He 
therefore, who determinately wills the evil, and 
does it, confequently hates the divine light, be- 
caufe it ftops him, and puts an obftacle to his 
wifiies ; he hates it, becaufe having perceived 
it, and knowing that he is obliged to follow it, 
he can expeft no other than his own condemna- 
tie ft for having contemned and reje&ed it ; he 
kites it, becaufe, after having executed his de- 
fign, it deprives him of his tranquillity, and 
ceafes not to torment him ; he hates it, becauff 
he confiders it to be the enemy of his hap- 
pinefs; he could wifh never to fee it again, he 
flrans it and turns from it, and that he may the 
more freely be gratified, he goes even fo far as 
to with that it did not exift. 

He bates not lets the light of his reafon. 
When he defights in evil, his firft care is to fet 
afide all inftru&ion on his part, all couiifel and 
all falutary reflexion; he liliens only to his 
pafliont, to his imagination, and the corrupt de- 
fires of his hear; the filences his reafon, both be- 
fore and after his fin ; he tries to Hum thought, 
leeks dhfipation ; and were it in his power, 

he 
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he would dhrcft himfelf of the quality of tatumd 
being, and would reduce himfelf to (he mfUaft 
of the brute, whctfe condition he envies. 

As to his fellow-men, if they be wife sad 
virtuous, he equally hates them : he carefully 
conceals from them his a£ttons, and takes every 
precaution to remove from diem die fmaHeft 
fufpicion. He opens and trulls himfelf only to 
thofe who think as he does, who are die accom- 
plices and the companions of his diforders. Be- 
fore every one elfe he counterfeits his difpofi* 
tions ; he eicufes and juftifies himfelf, and 
would fee! undone were he known for what be 

is. From hence fprings his frame, when he 
finds he is dete&ed, when his condu£tise»* 
poled to public eenfure; from hence abb cooW 
his rage againft thofe in whofe countenanced 
reads his own condemnation. O thou monl 
inftmft of man, how deepiy art thou rooted* 
his bread I how indeftru&ible art thofc? aai 
how wretched is he when he does not folio* 
thee ! thou manifefts thyfelf in him from his 
carlieft years, nor doll ehou wait for maturity 
of age to make him feel thy inevitable power* 
Hardly has he the idea of evil, hardly does no 
conceive the defire of it, than he^ is forced to 
hide himfelf from the face of heaven, of the 
earth, and from his own, in order to commit 

it. What does this mean, unlefc it he that he 
has engraved in his very nature that whb&eft* 
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Is guilty, cannot avoid being condemned; and 
that every tribunal, whether of God, of hie own 
reafon, or of the univerfe, pronounce againft 
him ? It is not therefore poflible for him to 
difguMe to himfelf that all evil ts odious and 
pttnifhable, and nd whore finds a defender. 
And yet he love* it, he commits it, perfifts in 
it, takes a habit df it, grows grey in it, and 
confents to die m it* What a Rate ! what a 
fife! what a death! Is he not fovereignly 
wretched ? and does he not carry about with 
him an anticipated hell ? 

Let us now fee into what precipices he is led 
ky his hatred of the light, which foever way it 
prefents kfelf before him. He daily conceives 
a greater averfion-from it, in proportion as ho 
petfeveres in evil, and finks deeper into it. At 
ftrft he but faintly oppofed it ; he frequently 
yielded to it, repented his refiftance, and was 
pkafed at having followed it. He again jbr- 
fodk^ it, returned to it anew, and pfomtfed never 
more to forfake it. Bnt at laft, the pa (Rons 
having taken the lead, and the will being en- 
tirely on their fide, he forms the unhappy re- 
foluttqn of ridding himfelf of all importunate 
light. * 

To begin by confidence, not fatisficd with 
driving away all remorfe, by leading a dtffipated 
life, and by fhunning whatever might bring him 
home to refieftion, he labours to depriveit of 

its 
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its authority, and to (hake the foundations on 
which it refts. The chief foundation of con- 
fcience, is revealed religion. He leaves off the 
practices of it : for him there is no more wor- 
fhip, no more facraments, nor fermons, nor 
fpiritual reading, nor prayer. He rejeds the 
myfteries and the dogmas of it, on the pretence 
of their incomprehenfibility : they are above his 
reafon ; his reafon is made to take every thing 
in; therefore thofe myfteries and dogmas are 
fo many itnpoftures. He attacks the proofs of 
it that are of fad, fuch as miracles and prophe* 
fies ; he allows hirnfelf to doubt and to reafon 
upon them; he forges to himfelf objedions, 
which in his own mind he fets down as demon- 
ftfations. In default of folid reafons, he has re* 
COurfe to the weapons of ridicule, and applaud 
himfelf for his blafphemous pleafantrics, as for 
fo many unanfwerable arguments ; becaufe, in 
fad, they deferve no other anfwer than con- 
tempt. He therefore is now at reft, with re- 
aped to revelation ; that great light is from 
henceforth fet afide with regard to him, at lead 
he flatters himfelf that it is : hell no longer ter- 
rifies him ; the thought of which formerly won- 
derfully tormented him. 

But if he be tranquil with refpcd to religion, 
he is hot as yet fo in regard to reafon. The 
light of tjie natural law incefiantly prefents it- 
fidf before him and condemns him; this flfo 

muft 
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muft be made tcfdHappcar. -The cry of reafon* 
is, that there is God and a providence ; that 
the human will is free ; that the notions of 1 
virtue and vice are not vain ; that there exifts* 
a moral good and evil; that our foul is Ipirfruol, 
and does not pcrifti with the body 5 that con- 
fequendy there is another life, and that? the 
wicked will not efeape the divine vengeance. 
Then revelation returns upon him anew, and 
preSes him with all its weight. He is there- 
fore under the neceffity of giving the He to 
rtafon, and. reducing it to filence, on all thofe 
particulars* This is not fo eafily effe&ed, as ; 
die prbofs of thofe firft truths are moll cogent' 
and evident. He, however undertakes it, be-' 
caufe he is unable to fuftain filch a light; and 
bccaufe the neceffity pf juftifying his pafEons v 
leads him to that. He therefore throws him*- 
felf into lyftems, as extravagant as impioti9, of 
matterialifm and fatality j he admits of a world 2 
drifting without a caufe, of 'a motion without’ 
a primary mover; of ?. liable order without a it 
ordering intelligence, and of a feries of gene-' 
rations without a- beginning. To him every 
thing becomes the effeft of chanee, a mere 
empty word, and of a fortuitous concurrence 
of imaginary atoms, which, each one fepa- 
irately, dp not think, do not feel, and do not 
will $ but of which the re-union, the organizat- 
ion^ and the motion produce thought, fenfa- 
o tion, 
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t ion, and volition. He lofes himfelf in his 
fuppofitions, fubtletie$,and fophifms ; hefwal- 
lows down the mod palpable contradiftions and 
the mod manifed absurdities, and thus becomes 
devoid both of confcience and reafon. But does 
he lofe both the one and the other? and is he 
never to have a fight of them any more 1 No-, 
that is impofiible % nor do I even believe, that 
with all his endeavours, he can bring himfelf 
to doubt for an indant of the truths I tore 
been mentioning. 

He does not, however, publifh lefs loudly 
that he has obtained conviction ; that he # 
cured of all the vain terrors and falfe preju- 
dices, to which the vulgar are both the dupe and j 

the vi&im ; he boads, at lead, that he is in the | 

happy date of Pyrrhonifm, of indifference and 
of unconcernednefs. He fpeaks, he writes, 
feeks to make profelytes, that he may extinguish 
In others the light that condemns him : for he 
' cannot fee with indifference that others Ihould 
think otherwife than himfelf ; thofe who de- 
clare themfelves to be of an oppofite fentiment 
to his,, are fo many accufers who depofe againft 
him* To him their l*are prefence is a torment 
that racks him. If he cannot gain them to his 
party, he becomes their greated enemy. This 
is the. foundation of the hatred which vice at all 
times has vowed againd virtue* 

. You 
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You acknowledge and refpeft as divine, a 
gofpel in which I read ♦againil me the fentence 
of an eternal death* you alfo read it; you 
think it juft, and you fubferibe to it ; how can 
I but hate you ; how can I but wifh to deftrcfy 
you, if you do not efpoufe ifiy caufe ? You 
adore a God-Man, J6fu$ Chrift, whofe arm is 
lifted to cruih me; and who, if I did impeni- 
tent, will not, and cannot forgive me. How 
can I poflibly love you, whilft at this prefent 
time you join with him againft me ; and will 
one day applaud his tfrath, and my eternal 
ruin ? 'You admit of a God, of a providence, 
of a free will, and the like. But I have no- 
thing but evils to expeft hereafter, fhOuld thofe 
things be true ; and it is my greateft intereft 
that they (hotrld be falfe. Can 1 fympathize 
with you, can I do otherwife than hate you to 
death, when you ground your mod plea ling 
hope on what entails upon me an endlefs and 
irremediable mifery ? \ I will not believe in vir- 
tue, becaufe I have abjured its prattice ; and 
you force me to pay it homage and, refped it. 
Your condufi rifes up againft mine, and ren- 
ders. me inexcuiable even to myfelf. Can I 
bear with you, can I pardon you for being vir- 
tuous ? Either think and a& as I do, who am 
refolved never to alter, or I (hall unrelentingly 
purfue in you that odioua light that pronounces 
my condemnation. 

o 2 Thus 

/ 
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Thus fays the impious in his heart; and if 
his rage againft the true believers be not at all 
times openly avowed, it is owing to his. want 
of power and opportunity. We have lately 
experienced what the fe£l of our falfe philo- 
iophers is capable of, of thofe grand partifans 
of tolerance and humanity, when they thought 
themfelves ftrongeft : their language no 
longer will impofc upon any one, after there- 
flexed and combined barbarity of their aftions. 
By this dreadful exjdofioji of their fury, what 
cife have they donei, but to verify the orajcleof 
Jefus Chrift : Whofoever xk$s evil, hates the light) 
and ftrives to annihilate it in every one that feu 
it before him. 

O my Saviour ! preferve me from heing of 
tiie number of thofe wretches, whoj hate evoj 
light, becaufe their works are evU : they 
and reprobate themfelves, becaufe their own 
reafon rifes up in judgment againft them, Alasf 
when I bring to mind my former wanderings,. I 
fee that I tried as they did, to juftify them* If 
1-have not gone fo far, if I have- not been ba- 
ried into an abyfs of darknefs, mayimmortal 
thanks be given unto thee. I have ftroven to> 
blind myfelf ; but thy light has . faved me from; 
my fatal endeavours. It has ihewed itfelf fo? 
beautiful and attra&ive, fo powerful and plead- 
ing, that at laft is has won me j and has wde 
me blulh at being any longer its enemy* 

light } 
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Light , that enlighteneth every man that cometh into 
this world *, lift me up dire&, and conduft me 
to thee ; and that I may ever love thee, grant 
me grace te love, and ever to pra&ife virtue. 
Amen . 



• Joaa. i. 9 . 
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NINETEENTH LESSON. 

\^E CANNOT SERVE TWO MASTERS. 

No man can ferve two mafters *, fays Jcfus 
Chrift. For this it is fufficient that their wills 
(hould be fometimes different, and that their 
orders {hould clafli. Much more fo {hould they 
be mutual enemies, Ihould they have oppofite 
wills, and (hould give contrary orders, as our 
Saviour fuppofes. Far , he adds, he either will 
hate the one, and love the other : or he will fujiat n 
- the one, and defpife the other . You cannot fervt 
God and Mammon . % What our Lord fays of tbe 
love of money or of avarice, is equally appli* 
cable to all the other vices to which mankind 
are fubjeft. Thofe vices become our mafters, 
when we fuffer ourfelves to be enflaved'by 
them, and a compliance With their demands is 
incompatible ,with the fervice of God. 

But to avoid entering into any particular de- 
tail, and to bring them all under one notion 
that includes them all, I fay that we cannot at 
once ferve God, who enjoins every virtue, and 
the'World that favours every vice. This is evi- 
dent of itfeif, and (lands not in need of proof. 

It 

* Matt vi. 24. 
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It is but too obvious that the wills aijd fenti- 
ments of thefe two matters, being in a total and 
continual oppofition, they will always command 
things that are contrary, and confequently if wc 
refpeft and love the one, we (hall defpife and 
hate the other. It is therefore abfolutely ne- 
ceflaTy to choofe either God or the world, fince 
we cannot conciliate them together, nor be at 
the, fame time in regard to the ^one and the 
other, in that difpofition of refpe£t and of love 
which we owe to our mafters. 

God has his fervants, who are wholly de- 
voted to him: the world alfo has its decided' 
partifans, and by far more numerous. I do 
mot; here examine which of thefe two parties 
is the mod wife, equitable, and happy, i only 
©bfervje, that 'both the one and the other, are 
confident, in adhering only to one matter,' by 
which they fubferibe to the faying of our Lord, 
who declares it impoffible to ferve two. 

But tljiere is a clafs of ambiguous chriftians, 
or of mitigated worldlings, who pretend to di- 
vide themfelves between God and the world ; 
who pretend to confult the interefts of both, 
and to ferve the one without difobeying the 
other, to refpeft and to love both, to difpleafe 
Neither, and even to gain the good will of bbthj 
by fuch an equivocal conduct. Thefe chrif- 
. tians formally contradift Chrift, and maintaiiiit 
againft him that wc can ferve twp mafters. It will 
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be no hard tafk to confute them, and to fcew 
that they are bad fervants both of God and the 
world ; that they pleafe neither, that they them- 
felves are pleafed with neither, and that in one 
fenfe they are more foolifh and are more to be 
pitied than the avowed partifansof the world* 
Let us draw their pi&ure. They are people 
who are convinced of the truth of religion * 
but who in their heart do not love it ; who 
only pra&ife it through the fear' of being loft, 
and whq are unwilling to do more than what 
is barely neceffary to efcape eternal damnation. 
They have fome principles, as weir as feme con- 
science 3 but they do not chufe to follow up 
thefe principles, nor to liftea in all things to 
eonfcience. For they have other principles 
fuggefted to them by corrupt nature, which they 
reconcile as well as they can with chofe of the 
gofpel, and on many heads have a eonfcience 
that is falfe ; to which that which is true amft 
yield and fubmit. Should you propofe to them 
an open breach of any of God’s commandments, 
they will not comply : hut OiouM*it be a point, 
in which a fin does not evidently appear, ah 
though there be a well-grounded doubt, or 
where the danger of failing be very confider- 
able, they will not draw back* The eflentiai 
worflaip, they are refclved not to omit: but 
that which, without being of fo ftrift an obli- 
gation, is neverjhefcfe indifpenfabJe for the en* 

- tertaining. 
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ftrtaiamg of true piety, they are refolded sot* 
to embrace. In like manner, with regard to duo 
world, they do not adopt thole maxima which too 
dearly tend to impiety and libertinifm ; but at 
die fame time they do not reje& thofe, which in' 
a more imfireA and confined manner eontradifk 
die morality of Chrift. They do not iadiferi— 
minately aHow themfelves all kinds of pkafuresf 
there are feme places of refort, which they 
would not frequent. But as to feme certain 
pkafure^ which tb a deUcate mind would ap- 
piar fufpicioua* »4 to fome certain aflemWies, 
which though not wholly indecent, are in many * 
ftapes unbecoming, they do not think them- 
felves obliged to refrain from mixing with them. 
They are in a word irrefolute and wavering 
fouls that are ruled by human refpeft, whom 
fe&km attra&s on the one fide, whom duty 
Withholds on the othex^ who float between vir- 
tue and vice* rejeftiag the aufterity of the 
one, as weU as the licontioufnefs of the other $ 
fancying that they can obey the law of God’ 
Without being wholly captivated, and that they 
can tafte of the joys of the world, without being ; 
tmxtierfod in them \ fancying that they can give 
a few moments in the morning to fome prac- 
tices of devotion* and the remainder of th$- 
day to diverfiop \ and thus Work out their fair " 
ration at as e*fy a rate^and with as little trouble 
ss poftye* ^ 

s ^ 03 From 
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From this faithful and no ways exaggerate! 
picture, have I not a right to conclude, that 
thefe half-chriftians, half- worldlings, are bad 
"fervants of God and of the world, becaufe they 
are neither attached to the one nor to the other? 
In fad, that which a matter chiefly expefts 
from his fervant is love and afFe&ion; he would 
have him to be attached to his fervice, and go 
throifgh it with good will. That God exafts 
of his fervants to be in thefe difpofitions, and 
that he has a right fo to do, is what cannot be 
difputed, and this is exadly what the half- 
chriftian refufes to gite him ; he ferveS him; 
not with a good will, but through neceffity, 
becaufe his chief intereft is concerned ; and if 
he could leave off ferving him without running 
any rifle, he would ceafe doing it. Does not 
this difpofition (hew itfelf dearly throughout 
his whole conduft ? and if he were truly and 
afledionately attached to God, would he not 
blufh at giving him fuch a rival as the world 
both in his heart and mind ? 

On the other hand, the world does not cxatt 
lefs than God the whole affe&ion of its fer- 
vants, although it has no claim to it. As foon 
as we in any (hape belong to it, and are willing 
to fcrve it, it experts that we (hottld belong to 
it totally, that we (hould obey it in every thing# * 
and acknowledge no other matter: and this 
is what the half-worldling cannot be prevailed 

v upon 
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upon to grant : by 'which be proven that he does 
not really love either God or the world, but 
that he love* himfelf ; that in ferving God he 
only thinks of being fecure m future, and in 
ferving the world, of enjoying the prefent $ that 
he wants in lofe nothing, and gain both ways* 
He injures God by thinking that he cannot be 
happy in his fervice here below, he does the 
world juftice by believing that it can give him 
nothing hereafter; and it is to find every where 
his intereft, that he determines to ferve both* 
This, however, is impra&icable, and with all 
his meafures and precautions, he fucceeds not 
m fatisfymg either. - 

And how fhoidd he fatisfy two enemies, who 
mutually contend for hie heart, and which each 
one wants wholly to pofief$, whilft he is bent 
upon dividing it between them ? How (hould 
he fatisfy them, fince each of them demands 
more than he gives, and than he is determined 
tb give? God will have us belong wholly to 
him, and to him alone ; he does not fuffer its 
to embrace his iervice in part only, or to 
ucglcft thef leaft tittle of his will, to* do the will* 
of any ether matter : the title of matter only 
belongs to him, and no other ean> afliinje it but 
through usurpation. He wiH have us at every 
i moment and. on every occafion under his cpm- 
maud and dependant upon him. If in any cafe, 
whatfoev^r you obey any one elfe, he j.uftiy 
' complains* 
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complains, he exprtfes hi* difcontent, he erea 
flw*s indignation ; and things nay go f© far 
as for him to renounce you, and m longer ac- 
knowledge you for his fervant. 

The world, like a tyrant and an tx&rper has 
the fame pretentions which God has in. quality 
of lawful and only fbvereign. It is writatod it 
, the preference we givexnrer k to God ; it warns 
alfb to rule alone, and would have us abandon 
ks enemy, to be wholly devoted to it. With 
what eye therefore do they fee both the one aad 
the other; how do they accept a mutilated fcr- 
vice, which we render them but with reluc- 
tance, and as it were by force ? Can they it- 
jaiain filent, muft they not (hew their refent- 
fftem ? God by fecret remorfe« f fears, tod 
anxieties with which he agitates and diftrafl* 
the foul ; the world, by keen railleries, pungent 
cenfures, and more or left fevere persecution* 
From hence it happens that as they are ill &• 
tbfied with fervantt of this (tamp, thefe aUo in 
hheir turn are not fiatiafied either with God or 
the world. 

They are not fatisfied with God, who ever 
f be ws them a fevere countenance, who loads 
them with reproaches, with whom they never 
•have any peace of mind, and who every way 
makes them feel that he is difiatisfzed with their 
fervice. And therefore when they appear be- 
fore him, it is always with ^rchi&anoe, well 

knowing 
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knowing that they cannot expe£i a favourable 
reception, or any con (elation. Can k therefore 
he won de r ed at that they find his feivioe to be 
hand; that they fhould complain that his yoke 
ts infupportabie, though they try all they can 
to lighten it ? are they not tempted at crcty 
moment to (hake k off? and if they yield not to 
the temptation, is it not through the fear of 
hell i Such chrHUans are very far from be- 
holding in God k father; and if they view him 
in any other light* whatxomfort on they enjoy 
b the con&rainedobedience which they render 
him ? - 

Neither have they more reafon to be ptea&d 
with die world, bccaufe what they do in its 
fervice is done ungracefully, and with referve. 
They fometintes find themfeives ridiculed for 
retaining their pra& ices of piety ; they ate 
laughed at on alledging confidence, and mocked 
as being ferupuious* Sometimes they are fee 
down as hypocrites, who play with devotion to 
acquire a certain air, to gain fomc private end, 
and to obtain a certain consideration among 
thofe who axe truly virtuous. Sometimes the 
world attacks thek inefoiotion, and pxeflks 
diem to take a decifrre part between God and 
itfelf. It nearly fpeaks to them as Ettas did to 
the Ifraelites ; Hew bug do you folthitwtm two 
JUesP Walk ftraighi in the road of. chrifttan 
penitence, or in that of the p kraftm fc&ryou. 

If 
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If the Lord be your God, ferve him alone; if 
I am your divinity) only facrifice to me.. In 
general the world looks on them with an evil 
eye ; it is diffident of them, an d defpifes them; 
it often is the firft to quit them, and thus forces 
them to quit it. 

In one fenfe it is therefore true, that all fuch 
doubtful chriftiatiS are more foolifit than the 
avowed worldlings, and that' they veafon left 
juftly. * 1 For thefc aft confidently with their 
principles, ''and are fteady in conduft ; whereas 
thofe are in a perpetual contradiction with 
themfelves, and are ever unitable. For the 
fame realbn, they are in fome refpeCk more to 
be pitied, as they do not tafte the true happi* 
nefs of virtue, nor the falfe happinefs of vice ; 
and only feel die thorns of the one, and the k- 
moifes of the other. 

The world, after all, ha£ its joys : they arc 
: vain, it is true, and deceitful ; but fuch as they 
> are, they feduce, intoxicate, and procure a kind 
of enjoyment. The worldling favours them, 
and lofcs no part of them ^ but the chriftian I 
: here fpeak of, hardly dares touch diem with bis 
^ Kps, and the little fweetnefs he taftea of them 
, food turns into bittemefs. Add to this, that 
< the worldling blinds himfelf to the terrors of a 
: future life, which would difturb his pretended 
; felicity : whilft this ebriftian is always obferved 
by them; and they torment him the more fpverely, 

when 
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when he could wifli to think of diem the leafh 
In fliort, if the falvation of the worldling, whilft ■ 
he remains in that ftate, feems to be more def- 
perate ; on the other fide, it is more fufceptible 
of converfion, and pf a folid converfion : be- 
caufe in his cool moments he feels better the 
danger of his fituatioft ; and becaufe from the 
violence of his character, Ihould he give himfelf 
to God, he does it in good earneft. But as to 
the falvation of this chriftian, I confider it to 
be fo much the more hazarded, as it is molt 
difficult for him to be converted, on account of 
his very difpofition, and becaufe in his conduct 
he fees no ftriking diforder. Let him there- 
fore tremble, and let him take to himfelf thefe 
words of Jefus Chrift : I would thou wert cold or 
hot , but becaufe thou art luke-warm , and neither 
cold nor hot y I mill begin to , vomit thee out of my 
very mouth * ; and I infallibly (hall vomit thee, 
if thou doft not quit that (late of tepidity. 

O my Saviour, how much have I hitherto 
illudecf myfelf concerning thy fervice ! I 
thought that I could reconcile it to the fervice 
of the world; and yet they are evidently two 
incompatible fervices. I have been for walking 
in two oppofite roads, of which the one leads to 
life* and the other to death. What blindnefs f 
what folly ! , And therefore I have been at 
once both culpable and wretched ; I have en- 
* joyed 

i • Apo. iii. 16, 
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joyed no kind of happinefs 5 thy fervice, and 
that of she world have been equally burden* 
forae to me* and I have difpleafed you both. 
From this moment* I entirely divorce myfelf 
from it, and renounce it as mafter; I never 
will ferve any other than thee j this is what I 
fialemoly promife * grant me grace to be faith* 
fuh Amen. 



TWENTIETH 
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TWENTIETH LESSON. 

THE KINGDOM OF GOD IS INTERIOR. 

At the very name of an interior life, moft 
people are ftartled, not only in the chriftiaa 
world, but even in the afylums of piety, and in 
cfoiftera^ Nevertheless this life which refulta 
on the one hand from the operation of grace on 
die foul, and on the other from the faithful cor* 
refpondence of the foul to grace, is evidently the 
marrow and eflenee of chnftianity. I know not 
that theft it any one point in the morality of 
Jefus Chrift, which in order to be under flood, 
relifhcd, and pra&ifed, that does not requite 
that we Ihould be interior* that is, that we 
fhould make ourfelves over to the fpirit of 
Cod, and allow him to guide us, by renouncing 
our own. When will dmftians, but especially 
thore who are charged with the inftru&ion and 
the dire&kra of others, (hake off fb falfe and 
dangerous a prevention ? 

Let them liften to Jefus Chrift, who fays to 
all, The kingdom of God is within you # * Do not 

feek 

• Luke, xyii. ax. 
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fcck for it here,' nor there, you will find it 
within yourfelves, if you allow yourfelves fe* 
rious reflexions. I (ay, you will find God 
either in your heart, if you be in the ftate of 
grace, # or at the door of your heart* if you be 
in the ftate of fin, demanding admittance, that 
he may take pofiefiion and reign in it. Let 
us therefore ponder this faying of our Lord ; it 
is fhoirt and fimple; but in its Shortnefs and 
Simplicity, it comprehends all that can be laid 
or written on real and folid devotion. What is 
the kingdom or the reign of God? In, what 
part of us Should it be eftablifhed ? What are 
the means to eftablifh and maintain it in our* 
felves ? what advantages accrue to us from it, 
even in this Ufe ? What is the ftate of a fod 
in whom God does not reign ? Thefe are b 
many questions, which I mean briefly to ex- 
plain % but the unfolding of them would re- 
quire a long treatife. 

The reign of God that is here in queftion, is 
not that Sovereign empire which he exercifes over 
all creatures by his abfolute will, and from under 
which none of them.can withdraw itfelf. It is 
not that general providence that governs aH, that 
difpofes of all the events, and that brings them 
to their refpeftive ends, without the poffibility 
of it§ defigns being frustrated. It is an empire 
that only takes place in regard to rational crea- 
tures, 
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tures,and the exereife of it depends upon them; 
it is a free and voluntary empire on their part f 
for which God requirs their confent, and which 
they are always at liberty to fubmit to, or op- 
pofe : it as a fupernatural empire, where God 
a&s fokly by his grace, that never does vio- 
lence to man. This empire from its nature and 
its object, extends itfelf to all our free a£ts, 
both v exterior and interior, fo ar that all of 
them be animated and dire&ed by grace; it be- 
ing God’s intention to fan&ify them all, and 
to render them conducive to promote his own 
glory, as well as our felicity : for fuch are the 
two ends for which he would reign in us: he 
tpeans equally to glorify himfelf* and to make 
us happy. We may fruftrate him, as to thefe- 
cond end ; but as to the firft, he always will at- 
tain it; becaufe he will draw his glory either 
from our happinefs, or from our eternal min 
fery, according as we *fhall have merited the one 
or the. other. If therefore it be important that 
God fhould reign over us, it is for our own inte- 
reft, and not for his. 

* In what part of ourfelves fhould this reign of 
God be eftablifhed? what is the feat of it ? and 
what is the faculty to which God immediately 
intimates his 4ws, especially the firft, the great 
law of his love, which includes all the others i 
fhould it be afked ? It is the will, which St. 

Francis 

' 1 
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Francis of Sales terms -die matter-piece of ihe 
ibid; It is the heart, the principle of afi its at 
fe&ions ; it is liberty, Which prefixes over al 
its determinations. It is there, in the heart, and 
ever the heart that God rsdefirous toveign. If 
he has the heart, he has all the reft, the me- 
mory, the ahderftandikig, the faculties of At 
mind and of body ; if he has not the hearty he 
has nothing. Wherefore the heart is die feat 
of folid piety, of true devotion, that is, of that 
entire and unbounded dedication which we Owe 
to God. 

Toreign over the hearts is that which difth* 
guiflies the empire of God from every odirt 
empire. The kings of the earth exercifo dftit 
domination over our fortunes, ever oiir bodies 
and even over out Jives ; but they have no right 
ever our hearts ; their dominion does *iot tip 
lend fo far. And how fhoutd it i for they can* 
not diretftly ad upon i#e heart; they have ne 
means of knowing what paftes there, nor any 
other Tu!e to judge of our mward fenthnents 
than external marks, which are often deceit* 
ftd. But God, who alone founds the hearts, is 
aHb the only one who can, and who Claims* a 
right to eftabfifli in them his reign. In the te* 
figious worftip which he exacts of us, there 
fliotild be ceremonies, vocal prayers, and Othet 
external pra&Hes; becaufe the body>in its way* 

ought 
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ought to honour God ; becaufe fcnfible iraprefr. 
Co»s ; have great power over the foal in what 
belongs to religion, as well as in every thing 
dfe; and becaufe, living in fociety, we owe 
to eaeh qthor mutual edification^ an open pr»-> 
fdhon of our ie^iment&on this fundamental ob-» 
}c£k. But the eflencetof worflrip confifts in the^ 
difpofition of the heart,, in its fub.miflion, its> 
refpeft, and its love: fo that the body; by it&f 
beftibjje pofturereprefeating the annihilated date 
of the heart in the presence of God; the mouth, 
by its words espneffiog the fentiments of it; and" 
all the external afU of religion are merely hy- 
pperify, unlefs they be dilated and animated, 
bf the heart. 

This is what we know ; and we know alfo, 
that graee alone can infpire our heart s with re- 
ligious fentiments. But on all thefe truths, we 
confine ourfelves nearly to peculation; and not- 
withftanding the convi&ion- we are in of the 
neceffity of having God to reign in our heart, * 
there are very few chriftians in whom he truly 
reigns, ' We fay that we love him, but it is on 
our own account ; it is iti the view of our fpi^ 
ritual, and fometimes our temporal inteteft, 
which we prefer to his glory. We ferve him, 
npt for his fake, but for our own-, we pray to 
him, tQ v a(k, of him, but net to offer to him.. 
We offer to him, bs^t merely in, words* and on 

the 
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the occafion we are not afraid to refufe that 
which we hid offered. We give him things ex- 
terior, but the inward afte&ions of the hearty 
we are unwilling to facrifice. We are willing 
enough that he fhould govern us by his grace 
in things that are effential, where our falvation is 
at flake ; but not in thofe that are of perfe£lion, 
and where, we do not fee any confiderable fin. 
Hence God has only the fecond place in our 
heart \ we occupy the firft ourfelves, and in the 
love which we think we have for him, it is in 
faft ourfelves whom we love. Let us therefore 
once for all refolve to render God the abfolufe 
matter of our heart 5 and to admit of nothing* I 
do not fay that is oppofite to his reign, but that 
weakens, contrails, or circumfcribes it. 

Now what are the means to eftablifh and <0 
preferve in us God’s reign? This point is of 
pra&ice. The firft means to eftablifh it, is to 
will it. There is no doubt that God on his 
part wills and ardently defires it ; if we defire 
and will it in like manner, the thing cannot fail 
taking place, for it only depends upon thefe two 
wills, and as foon as they concur, the effeil is 
infallible. That which God is to contribute on 
his part is .always ready, and is given or offered 
to us, fuch as lights, infpirations, general and 
particular graces, interior and exterior fvc- 
cOurs. That which he ^Kpe&s on our part, is 

aftrong 



Digitized by Google 




SCHOOL OF CHRIST# 311 

a ftrong determination to be wholly his, to 
obey'him in all things, and to refufe him no* 
thing. 

We flatter ourfelves too t eaGly that we have 
this good will, which is more rare than is ima- 
gined. We take* for it thofe pious defires 
which grace excites in us from time to time, 
and which we do not effe&uate ; thofe motions 
of fenfible devotion w‘»ich feize us by inter- 
vals, and which end in nothing that is fdid 5 
tjiofe projefta and refolutions which we form, 
but which we do not execute *, thofe promifes 
which we make, and which: we do not keep# 
After a thousand good purpofes, we are always 
die fame, and wo are unjuft enough to lay 
the blame! upon God, whilft all the fault takes 
its rife from" our own negligence and' incon- 
ftancy. » 

The fecond mean is to make it the principal 
objeft o£ our prayers, and frequently to repeat 
that petition of the Lord’s Prayer, thy kingdom 
come. There is no day pafles, in which we do 
not often repeat it# But do we refleft on the 
meaning of it ? Is it the heart that pronounces 
it? and do we fincerely wi(h to be healrd ? 
Could we be other wife than heard in a prayer 
which the Sou of God himfelf has diSated to 
us, if we faid it with due difpoGtions 2 Let 
therefore* the reign of God .in us be our mod 

frequent 
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frequent afpiratlon in the day ; let it be the 
fcope df our exercifes of piety and of our good 
works; let us never lofe fight of this end* let 
us refer to it every thing elfe ; and we IhaU 
foon experience that God has taken pofiefiion 
of our heart. I muft obferve hear by the bye, 
that in our prayers we too often change our 
intention ; let us have one principal intention, 
which we never Ihould quit, and to which all 
the others (hould tend. When the foul is 
ftrongly and deeply penetrated with an objeft, ' 
and when by every means it purfues it, it is 
almoft a fure fign of attaining it, becaufe in 
fa €t it is thus that grace prompts us to aft, 
without ever defining until our with be accom- 
piifhed. 

The third mean is to remark that which putt 
an obftacle to the reign of God within us, atui 
to rid our heart of it by degrees. But this is the 
difficult point, and which pains us the moft to 
carry into execution. It often happens' that this 
holds but by one^ thing ; and if we had the cou- 
rage to facrifice, for example, fuch an attach- 
ment, to correft fuch a fault, to embrace th$ 
practice of prayer, to be more faithful in filence 
and reeolle&ion, all impediment would be re- 
moved. For there is always one capital one, 
which difappearing, would foon caufe all the" 
others to di&ppear. 

Finally, 
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Finally, as we are blind to what from our 
own fund we oppofe to the reign of God, the - 
fourth mean is incefiantly to pray that he would 
enlighten us on that inward difpofition of re- 
bellion againft him, which we bring with us 
into the world, and to which age, habit and 
propenfity to the following of., our will has 
given ftrength. Whofbever is defirous of having 
lights upon that head, is fure of obtaining 
them/ We need only follow them as they come, 
and retrench, without pity, what retards or 
weakens in us the reign of God. But in what 
we are the mod culpable, is it not to dread 
thofe lights, to (hut our eyes upon them when 
they prefent themfelves, to refill and repel 
them, to complain of their importunity, and to . 
wilh that God would leave us to a certain de- 
gree in a blindnefs which we cherilh ? 

The fame means which eftablilhdn us the 
reign of God, ferve to maintain it. In gene- 
ral the only thing to be done is to abandon our- 
felves entirely to grace, and to be determined 
to follow the fpirit of God whitherfoever it 
fliall lead usL For to wilh that God fhould 
Teign in us, and at the fame time to pretend 
ftill to difpofe of ourfelves in any thing whatfo- 
ever, are two incompatible things. He will be 
mailer of all ; and if he be not, he will food 
quit a heart that dares difpute any thing with 
him. How many fouls have had fad experi- 
p meat 
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ment of this ! For there are many in whom 
he has made, as it were, effays of his reign, arid 
who have forced him to renounce it. Let us 
dread being of the number ; and if we hare 
once ranged ourfelves under his laws, let us 
not be fo infane as to contend or wiih to com- 
pound with him. His infinite jealoufy admits 
no reftri&ion nor divifion : too happy that he 
fliould vouchfafe to govern us, and condud us 
through the path of holinefs to our eternal def- 
oliation. 




CONTINUATION 
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CONTINUATION OF THE SAME LESSON. 

I shall not undertake to run through all the 
advantages that accrue to a feeling foul where 
God reigns. It is readily granted, that whilit 
under his guidance, it advances by long ftrides 
towards holtnefe, but by an inconceivable con- 
tradidfion, we are unwilling to admit that it 
goes on with equal rapidity towards happinefs, 
even in this life. Nothing, however, is more 
certain, and it is from want of refleftion that 
we are not convinced of it. This truth is 
what I inculcate the moft in this work, and I 
lhall mfift upon, as often as the occafion fhali 
offer. I fay then, that the prefent apd adfcual 
felicity of man is a neceffary confequence of his. 
perfedtion 5 and that the degree of the one al- 
ways anfwers in the moll juft meafure to the 
degree of the other. What is the objedf of per- 
fedUon ? for me to approach unto God 5 for me 
to render myfeif as like 4into him as my nature 
will admit. But God is infinitely happy but be* 
caufe he is infinitely holy, and infinitely per- 
feft; I therefore fliall partake of his happinefs in 
proportion as I fhall partake of his holinefs. 

Let us,paufe a while on this point, and pon- 
der it leifureiy. It deferves the moft ferious. 

p 2 attention, 
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attention, and decides every thing -for our coft- 
du £t in life. We wifh to be happy; we wilh 
to be fo at prefent $ our impatience on this 
head brooks no retardation. I am very far from 
blaming this defire, which God has implanted 
in our hearts. But let us take the only road 
that leads to happinefs. We have fought for 
it by other roads, and have not met with it. 
Why (hould we t perfilt in an ilhifion from 
which, by daily experience we are difabufed ? 
Let us allow God to reign within us, he 
thereby will, fandify us; of this we have no 
doubt ; and in fandifying us, he will give us 
to tafte the only true happinefs that there is 
upon earth. 

In .fad, what is a chriflian over whom God 
reigns ? It. is one who wills all that God wills, 
who freely fubmits to all the difpofitions of his 
providence, and who is well pleafed at the ae- 
complifhment of his wilL He therefore meets 
with no contrarieties, and no fituation, what- 
ever alters his peace of mind ; becaufe he places 
his peace in the divine will which he does not 
vefift, and therefore is always done. It is one 
who fuccefiively weans himfelf from all earthly 
things ; who makes himfelf independent of the 
World and its judgments ; whofe notions are 
very different from thofe of the world on what 
it terms profperity and ^dverfity, bleffings and 
evils of this life i and who views all things ac- 
cording 
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corefing to the ideas of God, which alone are true 
and immutable ; it is confequentiy one who is 
elevated above all human events, who afpires after 
nothing, who fears nothing, and who is placed 
in a region that is macceflible to the agitations of 
the fea of the world. Not that he does not as 
others do, experience misfortunes, hardfhips* 
and overthrow's ; not that he does not fuffer in 
his fortune, in his body, or reputation ; but 
nothing' of that kind difturbs his tranquillity r 
or if he have any trouble, it is quite fuperficial 
and momentary, and never reaches, the. olofec 
of his heart, where his God refides. It is one 
who continually exercifes himfelf in dying ta 
Jiimfelf, that he may live in God; who be- 
comes bp degrees- almofl. infenfible to what vio- 
lently affe&s other men ; who has no longer 
nor love nor hatred, nor fear nor defire that arc 
natural ; who- confequentiy is exempt from all 
thofe anguifhes which are occafioned by the paf- 
fioRs of pride and felf-love, our real and only tor-, 
mentors* It is one whofe Ample, upright, juft*> 
enlightened, and difinterefted piety knows not 
either the fcruples or the anxieties of weak ima- 
ginations 5 or the caprices and the fantafticknefs> 
a miftaken devotion \ or the tirefome reflec- 
tions, the vain complaifancies, or the delicate' 
cravings of kiterefted fpiritualiils, or the ter- 
rors of death and of its confequences, at which 
thofe who are mercenary are affrighted;. it is» 

one 
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one who is ftrong in temptations, courageous 
in trials, detached Yrom confolations, and un- 
ihaken amidft the riciffitude9 of an interior life. 
If at firft he be not exa&ly fuch, by his 
faithfulnefs he will become fo in time * and it is 
impoffible that he flioi^d not become fo under 
the dire&ion of God who reigns within him. 

How can fuch a chriftian be otherwife than 
happy i He has no wifli but for God, his fo- 
vcreign good ; and he poffefles him, as he is 
pofleffed by him 5 he has no other defire than' 
to love him AU1 more, and hi$ love daily 
increafes^ he only fears to offend him; and 
from one day to another his faults grow {lighter 
and fewer j he afphres only to eternal enjoy- 
ment of him whom he loves, and carries within 
his breaft almoft a fure teftimoay that his hope 
will be fati$fied. 

As to thofe with whom he lives, he has cha- 
rity for all. His commerce with the virtuous, 
who bear a refemblance with himfelf, is wholly 
delicious he compaffionates the wicked, and 
patiently bears whatever k pleafes God that he 
ihould fuffer from them, without either rancour 
or refentment, without ceafing to wifh them 
well, and to do them what good he can ; he 
fupports, he excufes the faults and imperfec- 
tions of, others, fulfilling all the duties of fo- 
ciety, which are the matter and exercife of his 
virtues. 

This 
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This is not a fancy-pifture : it only can ap- 
pear fuch to thofe who have no knowledge of 
the kingdom of God within us, and of the ad- 
mirable effe&s it produces. I have even but 
barely chalked it out. But experience will 
teach more of it to thofe who are willing to 
leayn, and who ftartle not at firft at few difficul- 
ties, which^are not fo great as it generally is 
imagined. 

Let us fay a word on the ftate of a chriftian 
in whom God does not reign. To paint him • 
at one Angle ftroke, he is neither well with 
God, nor with himfelf, nor with others ; and 
confequently he is every way deftitute of hap- 
pinefs. I do not fpeak of finners : the Scrip- 
ture t has pronounced that they can have no 
peace I fpeak of tepid and imperfect chrif- 
tians, who float between nature and grace, who 
are not willing to refufe all to the firft, nor to> 
grant all to the fecond. This difpofition alone 
of trimming it between two enemies, that con- 
stantly are at war, the feat of which is their 
heart, which cannot but be an endlcfs fpurce 
of doubts, fears* and anguifhes of a eonfcience 
that never is pure nor decided. They are 
wretched, if they enter into their interior * 
they are ftill more fo, if they {hun felf-in- 
fpe&ion. 

Neither arp they well with God. It is not 
poflibLe, that he fhould deal with them a& 

, friends. 
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friends, as long as they are obilinate in refufing 
him any thing. If they abfolutely do not fay; 
JV p will not have this man to reign over us # : 
they fay at leaft, we will not have him to reign 
over us as he chufes, but as we chufe. Needs 
there be any thing elfe to become difpleafmg 
in his fight ? He ha§ in our regard the ten- 
dcrnefs of a father, but in as much as he 
exercifes over us all the authority of a king*, 
and he ceafes to look upon us as his favourite 
children, when he does not find us to be fub- 
je£s that are fully dutiful. It is therefore ac- 
cording to order that they (hould be deprived 
of all familiarity with him/ of which they ren- 
der themfelves unworthy. They in confe- 
quence complain that he negle&s them, they 
arc jealous of the favours which he grants to 
others, and tax him with being partial. Al- 
ways dry, cold, and languifhing, they go but 
with relu&ance to all exercifes of piety, where 
they are diftra&ed and infenfible, finding no 
relifh, and drawing no comfort from them} 
all duties are burthenfome to them, and they 
painfully difeharge them. • 

, They arc not well'wuh. themfelves. Every 
reflc&ion on their inward ftate difturbs and 
makes them fad x . They know not whether 
thdir difpofition be furc or dubious} and as 
they extremely dread their being loft, feeing 
' ‘ nothing 

• Luke xix. 14. 
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nothing that gives them confidence! they be- 
come a prey to endlefe anxieties* and fome- 
times to impreffions of defpair: fo much the 
more fo, that being lefs moved at the comfort- 
able, than the terrible truths of religion, they 
think on them but with horror, and only fee 
in God a judge and an avenger. Their ima- 
gination jand felf-love unite in tormenting, 
them j and the predominant fentiment of fear 
contra&s and affli&s them, and allows them 
no reft.. 

Their extreme fenfibiKty and pretenfions, their 
delicacy and fufpicrons are the caufe that they 
are not better off with others, and that they 
lfteet but with few qhara&ers with which they 
are at their cafe. They are not well pleafeA 
with thofe who are holy, the fight of whom' 
alone is a reproach to them. They have not 
fiifficient : virtue to bear with what they have 
to fuffer from the. condu& of the wicked, whofe 
irtjuftice, infincerity, and malevolence become 
a torment toithem. Thofe .who refemble them,7 
who. are neither good nor bad, require to be 
borne witk;^and the habitual bearing with our 
neighbour fupgofea more charity than they 
have. Neverthelek they feet after things cre- 
ated, being i unable to do without them, and. 
having no refouree in, themfelves, they are 
feem, Sickened and, difgufted at their, infuff- 
. p 3 ciency* 
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riency. New connexions fucceed the former, 
which procure them no other pleafure than 
that of a change; a pleafure that paffes very 
fall, and whieh often leaves them room to re- 
gret the fociety they at firft had frequented* 
Thus do they run from one eflay to another,, 
and are always more dUTatisfied with the laft* 
How does this happen ? becaufe their heart is 
void ; becaufe God doe9 not fill it ; becaufe he 
feigns not in it, and becaufe where God is not 
there is no happinefs to be hoped for, for man* 
On the /mailed felf-infpe&ron, each one will 
find within him the proof of What I advance. 

O my Saviour, what a wonderful faying haft 
thou uttered, by teaching me that the reign of 
God is within me ! If the world teem with 
.unhappy fouls of every description, if it be * 
rare thing to meet with any one who is content 
with his lot, it is becaufe we do not refle& on 
that faying, and do not chufe to fee that where- 
foever thou reigned, thou bringed along with 
thee both holinefs and felicity. Come there- 
fore and edablilh thy reign in my heart, which 
I have too long difputed with thee \ to my con- 
fufion, I acknowledge itr From henceforward 
take poffeffion of it, and govern it by thy grace 
Which is both fweet and imperious. O thou 
King of Hearts, for fuch is thy tide, is it pof- 
fible that it ever fhould be a vain rifle to me ? 

permit 
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permit it not, I conjure thee, but rather deftroy 
whatever is in me that oppofes the exercife of 
thy fovereign dominion. Difpofe of my will, 
of my liberty, of my moft intimate afFe&ions : 
I wifh only for one thing, that thy blefied will 
be accompliihed in me and by me during, time, 
in order that it may be accompliihed in thy 
heavenly kingdom, that never will have an end* 
Amen. 
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ONE AND TWENTIETH LESSON* 

TO SEEK BEFORE EVERY THING ELSE THE 
KINGDOM OF GOD*' 



' Jesus Christ, lifter having recommended 
to u$ not to be anxious, as heathens are, about 
eating, drinking, and clothing: becaufe our hea- 
venly Father knows that we have need of alt 
thefe things, and becaufe, through his bounty, 
he wiB provide us with them all, concludes as 
follows : Seek ye therefore firjl the kingdom of God t 
and his juft 'tce , and all thefe things JhaU he added 
unto you # . You fliall have the fpiritual and the 
eternal; and the temporal fhall not be refufei 
you by him who has the difpofal of both the 
one and the other. 

This is a leflba that regards us all, and we 
Hand in the greateft need of it. * It is God’s in- 
tention, that man (hould live by hia labour and 
induftry ; he is even condemned fo to do ever 
fince his fall. Exclufive of a final! number of 
rich, who live by their revenues, and' , who even 
fo are obliged to take pains to fecure the pof- 
feffion of them ; the reft of mankind eat their 
bread Rt the fweat of their brow, and are daily- 

employed 
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employed about the means of fupporting them- 
felves and their family. From hence it follows,’ 
that all kinds of labour, of attention, and forecaft, 
ih order to procure ourfelves the neceflaries of 
life, are in the order of providence, which order 
ought to be fo £tri&ly obferved, that St. Paul' 
pronounces that he who will not work has no 
right to his food**i 

But what a number of abufes generally at- 
tend the neCeflity we are under of providing for 
the want9 of Hfe •! to how many crimes does it 
give birth ! to what a pitch does it irritate the 
paffions ! feme never have enough ; others are 
always in fear, left they fhould want ; both the 
one and the other are in the moft violent agi- 
tation; they go, they come, they rife and lie 
down with this thought ; and without difeern- 
ing between the means that are lawful and thofe 
that are hot, they ufe all endeavours to gratify 
their aiarice, or to preferve themfelves from 
mifery. But the greateft evil, and that which 
is the fouhee of every other is, that this excef- J 
live attention tothe temporal, makes them forget 
the eternal; k makes them negleft the 5 foul for 
the body, and facrifice to the intefefts of the ‘ 
prefent life the by far more important hi terefts 
of the life to come. * ; : 

Jefus Ghrift applies a remedy to thofe difor- 
ders, by teaching to feek before eyery thing 
• - ■ elfe 

✓ * % Their, iii. IO. 
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elfe the kingdom of God, and his juftice 5 fe- 
condly not to be felicitous, relative to our tem- 
poral concerns ; thirdly, to rely on the bounty 
of our heavenly Father, who as he provides for 
all nature, never can forget us men, who are his 
children* 

In fatt, the thing that every chriflian ought 
to do, if he be wife and underftand his real in- 
tereft, is to be well convinced that God has 
not placed him, nor could have placed him 
upon the earth, merely to live, but to faedify 
himfelf; that this life is but a journey, more 
or lefs long, the term of which i9 the next life, 
which never will have an end 5 that being made 
up of a body and of a foul, that which concerns 
the fubfiftance and the well-being of the body, 
is nothing in comparifon with that which re- 
gards / the prefent and the future ftate of tic 
foul, He is no chriflian, if he be not con- 
vinced of thofe truths; and he is. infane* beyond 
all expreflion, if, being convinced of them, he 
do apt make them the bafis and the rule of his 
conduct. If then he confults his reafon and his 
faith, they, will tell him that he ought to pot a 
certain order in the obje& of his thoughts, of 
his defires, and of his a£tion$; that he ought 
to place each obje£t in its rank, by giving the 
preference to jthofe who deferye it, and that he 
ought never to deviate from this plan, which is 

dictated 
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l 

dictated to him by the very nature of things, and 
by the will of God. 

Now, here is the inviolable order which God 
marks out for him, and to which his deareft 
interefts make it a duty to him to conform. My 
foul, fhould he fay, is the belt part of myfelf 5 
the body which it inhabits, is made for it. The 
wants therefore of the foul ought to go before 
the wants of the body ; and I fhould be hurtful 
to myfelf, did I provide for thefe to the preju- 
dice of thofe. The foie want of my foul, the 
only thing it defires, is to be happy; the natu- 
ral light, and that of revelation, teach me in 
concert that it is deftined to enjoy in another 
life an eternal happinefs, and that this happi- 
nefs is its end. I therefore ought to afpire to 
this happidefs, and refer every thing to, it; I 
ought to tend to that end, and never fwerve 
from.it. But I have only one mean of attain- 
ing it, which is pi^ndlually to obferve God’s 
commandments ; to follow from point to point 
the morality which Jefus Chrift has taught, me ; 
in a word, to believe and to pra&ife in the bo- k 
fpm of the Catholic Church the dogmas and the 
precepts of the religion which this God-Man 
has revealed to me. If this be the only toad, 
and if it be fure, what elfe have I to do, but to 
enter upon it, to follow it, and conftantly to 
walk in jt until death. This is what Jefu&Chrift . 
* calls to feek the kingdom of God and his juftice* 

' Such 
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Such then rs the grand objeft which ought to 
hold the firft place both, in n^y mind and heart, 
and about which 1 ought to be occupied before 
every thing and above every thing elfe. 

But my foul is united with a body, to which it 
is fubjeft for its operations ; and the functions 
of the one and the other are in a reciprocal de- 
pendance ; the foul is charged to take care of 
the body, and to provide what is necelTary for 
its fupport. It is then according to order alfo 
that l fhould feed, clothe, and preferve it in 
health and from danger. This is one of my du- 
ties, which God him felf has enjoined, me, Alf 
this is true $ but $ is not lefs true, that this 
duty is of its own nature fubordinate to the 
other duty whicli direftly has for objeft the hap- 
' pinefs qf my fool ; that I am to fulfil the firft, 
but relatively to the fecond, and only as a con- 
dition, without which I fhoufd not attain to my 
end. Should it therefore, happen that I could 
not acquit my felf of both thefe duties at one 
and' the fame time, without hefitating I fiiould 
be uhder an obligation of facrificing the. well- 
being of my body, and my body itfelf to the inte- 
reft of my foul. Tt is upon this account that 
corporal neceffity, let it be ever fc great, never 
can authorise me-to commit the fmalleffi fin, nor 
to omit the leaft aft of virtue in any one cir- 
cumftance in which it might be commanded* 
Thus eyery chriftian is to reafon and taaft* 

The " 
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The confequences that flow from this reafon- 
ing are nuniberlefs in pra£Hee, and it is eafy to 
apply them as the occasions occur. For what 
do we labour to grow rich ? For the' body, 
either our own, or that of our children. But 
the wants of either do not require riches, the 
necefiary, according to our condition, is fuffi- 
cient, and this neceflary in every ftate of life 
has its bounds. If I pafs over thofe bounds, it 
is no longer the body to which I liften, but to 
covetoufnefs ; and whatever this paflion fug- 
gefts, is forbidden by the gofpel of Chrift. 
Were it even to advife nothing that is unjuft, 
in itfelf, if it goes beyond what is needful, it 
goes beyond proper bounds. Why do people 
embrace various conditions of life ? In order 
to fubfift. But each one of thofe conditions 
has duties that intereft the foul. I therefore 
muft never fail in the difeharge of thofe duties 
under the pretence of my own fubfiftence •, and 
all the frauds that are fo common in every End 
of commerce, profefliens, and trades, are not juf- 
tified by the excufe, that I cannot extricate my- 
felf frdm difficulties by any other means. 
In Ihort, it is clear, that, if we preferred the 
foul and its interefts to thofe of the body, if 
we propofed tb oiirfelves the acquiring the king- 
dom s of God before every thing elfe, covetouf- 
nefs, that fcourge of the human race, would be 
extinguiflied in the heart of man. 

I do 
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I do not (peak here of thofe whom the ne- 
CC&ky of living has forced, as they fay, to be* 
take themfeives to infamous profeffions, or very 
dangerous (for fdvation) either of themfeives 
or from the circumftances that attend them, 
They are not thereby excufable before men ; 
how ihould they be excufable in the fight of 
God ? Many hold this language only to make 
believe that they liavc an honeft foul. But 
even if it were fo, and that m other refpe&s 
they had fome principles of religion, either 
they never would engage in fuch profeffions, 
or immediately would quit them, though they 
Ihould beg their' bread, and abafe themfeives to 
the loured ranks according to the world. What 
ihall I fay to them ? Books of this kindfeldbm 
fall into their hands ; and if perchance they 
Ihould read them, there are enough of other 
places that are proper to ftrr their conference, 
and to withdraw them from the abyfa into 
which they have thrown themfeives. 

The capital point, therefore, is that which I 
have been expounding. But Jefus Chrift docs 
not ftop there. He forbids us all inquietude 
about the wants of the body ; that is to fay, 
that in giving to our temporal affairs the necef- 
•fary labour and application, in employing the 
means, and taking proper meafures to bring 
them to bear, we are to banifh whatfoever holds 
the foul in fufpenfe, in agitation, and in trouble, 
: • and 
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and deprives it of the freedom of mind that is 
requifite for our fpiritual concerns, which are 
of a much greater confequeifce. This folici* 
tude and agitation are in fa& a proof of too 
great an attachment to the things of the earth, 
of too ardent a defire of acquiring them, or of 
too much fear of lofing them. 

Now in thofe matters paffion ought never 
to have any ihare, both becaufe it contributes 
in nothing to the fuccefs of our undertakings, 
but rather is hurtful to them, and becaufe it 
robs us of our rcpofe, and hinders us ftom at- 
tending with tranquillity to our falvation. From 
whence proceed the many diftraftions with 
which we are attacked in the time of prayer l 
Almoft always from our worldly folicitudes. 
A father, a mother go to church with their 
heads full of bufinefs ; it is impoffible for them 
to become recolle&ed, or think of any thing 
elfe ; their heart is cold and dry, and they can 
fay nothing to God. Of this they complain, 
and accufe themfelves of it \ but they do not 
afcend to the caufe, nor do they apply a re- 
medy. They will tell you that it is not on 
their own account that they are felicitous, but 
on account of their children, for whom they 
muft provide. 1 anfwer that they are not to 
be more anxious for their children than for 
themfelves 5 that when they have taken every 
fuitable meafure to fettle them to advantage, 

they 
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they ought to remain at reft. Let them do lit 
that refpe£t what God requires of them $ but 
let them not go beyond. Now the win of 
God is, that they ftiould feek before every 
thing the kingdom of God and his juftice, 
both for themfelves and children : and if 
this feeking, important* as ft is, ought to be 
done with calmnefs and quietude, how much 
more fo ought that feeking to be moderate 
which has for objeft the procuring them tem- 
poral advanvantages, and fettling them accord- 
ing to their Ration* Not only ought they to 
be exempt from corroding cares and turbulent 
agitations, but it is their duty to fanttify, 
through fupernaturaP motives, the attentions 
they pay to their children, and render them 
fubfervient to their own Salvation. 

Wherefore Jefus Chrift requires, that in 
what regards the temporal, we fhould princi- 
pally rely on God’s paternal goodnefs, who 
clothes in fo beautiful an array the lHlfes of the 
field, and who feeds the birds of the air, who 
neither fow nor reap, nor gather in provifions. 
How much more will he think of you, ye men 
of little faith ? adds our Lord. Of you who 
by fo many titles are his children, and who 
would hold yourfelves as offended with reafon, 
if your children were diffident of the tendernefs 
and the care you have for them ? What fa-* 
thers are you, in companion with him ? He 

requires. 
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requires, that by an entire confidence we fliould 
honour his providence, that watches over all, 
that provides for all, and without the permiffion 
of which, riot a hair of our heads can fail, He 
requires, that in our wants we fhould have re- 
courfe to him, that we - fhould recommend to 
him the fuccefs of our temporal affairs, that we^ 
fliould be perfuaded that whatever he appoints is ; 
the bell * that whether rich or poor, we fliould 
continue fubmiffive and content, always occu- 
pied in blefling and in thanking him ; that we 
fliould give an infinite preference to fpiritual 
advantages, and that on the occafion we fhould 
know how to Sacrifice to them with joy the 
things that are temporal* faying with holy Job: 
The Lord gave, the Lord hath taken away ; as it 
hath pleafed the Lord, fo it is done : blejjed be the 
name of the Lord** He promifes, that if our firft 
attention carries us Towards the fpiritual, which 
after all is our real good, the temporal fhall 
never- be wanting to us, not perhaps in the 
abundance that nature might crave * but in an 
honed Sufficiency. 

By this difpofition of confidence and difin- 
tereftednefs, you will engage God to come 
to your affiltance, to give^his benedi&ion to 
the means you employ, to fugged others that 
will prove more effectual, and to contrive for 
you unexpe£le*l refources, in which you will 

clearly 
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clearly fee the attentions of a Father. Where- 
fore in all your temporal concerns* in which 
you have xecourfe to God, in the firft place 
you may reft allured, that which way foever 
they turn out, it will be to the . advantage of 
yoilr foul ; fecondly, that if it be not prejudi- 
cial to your foul, he will caufe them to fucceed. 
What more can you wifh for ? And with fuch 
an aflurance, how can you do otherwife than 
repofe in peace in the bofom of his provi- 
4ence ? 

Take notice (for I mull not lofe fight of this 
'obje£l) that Jefus Chrift has in view here, as 
well as every where elfe, nbt only your future, 
but alfo your prefent happinefs. Can there be 
aqy thing more contrary to it than the inquie- 
tudes, the vexations, and torments which the 
wants of the body bring on ? Jefus Chrift frees 
us from them. Is there any thing that can con- 
tribute more to your peace of mind, than that 
order which he would have you put in the ob- 
jects of your thoughts and affeftions; than that 
attention of keeping your heart free from all de- 
fire, and all fear with regard to the temporal ; 
than that confidence in your heavenly Father, 
which he recommends to you j in ftiort, than 
that precife afiurSmce which he gives you, that, 
if you feek firft the kingdom of God and his 
juftice, the things temporal, of which he knows 
you (land in need, will be ad$ed unto you? O 

blind 
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Wind and thoughtlefs men*, would you not be 
penetrated with refpe£l and fubmiflion towards 
the morality of the gofpel, were you to medi- 
tate it without prepoifeffion ? 

Q my divine Matter, the more I advance in 
your teflon's, the more I admire them^ How 
charming, how reafonable, how falutary, and 
how fuitable are they to my nature ! How 
holy, how happy fhould I be, did l reduce 
them to praftice ! I have lived till now, as if 
I only had to think of my body 5 I have taken 
endlefs pains to fecure its well-being. I have 
degraded my felf, and have rendered myfelf 
culpable ; I have loft my reft : and withal this 
body which has occupied me fo much, which 
I have abundantly fupplied with all that it 
craved, has been no ways the better for it; 
it (load not in need of fo much, fewer things 
would have done. But this immortal foul, for 
which 1 ought to have done every thing, and 
for which I have done nothing, what a pitiful 
condition is it in ? With what virtues have I 
enriched it?. or rather, with how many vices 
liave I not ftained it ? Behold it poor, haked, 
wretched, and worthy of thy chaftifements, be- 
caufe I chofe to be in affluence of temporal ad- 
vantages. I am afhamed of it, O my Saviour, ' 
and fincerely repent j I befeech thee to pardon 
me the paft \ for the future I refolve, with the 

help 
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help of thy grace, to feek that kingdom for 
which my foul is created, and that juftice, 
which alone can lead me to it ; and to give 
only to my body, this lump of clay, the attention 
which I cannot refufe it*' Ameru 
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TWENTY-SECOND LESSON. 

SWBETKESS OF THE YOKE OF THE LOR*. 

Although Jefus Chrift has exprcfsly de- 
clared that his yoke was fweet , and his burden 
light *, there are very few chriftians who are 
intimately perfuaded of it. The major part of 
them believe this truth, nearly as they do the 
myfteries j that is, as a thing which they call* 
not comprehend, and of which they have no 
experience. Lower down we lhall fee why they 
want that experience. Let us begin by giving 
them to underftand that nothing is lefs myste- 
rious nor lefs incomprehenfible than this faying 
of our Saviour, provided we take it in the mean- 
ing in which he has fpoken it. For it is not to 
corrupt nature to which he addrefied it, nor to 
which his yoke ihould be fweet, and his burden 
light. We mult not therefore liften to the dic- 
tates of nature, an enemy of all yoke and all 
burthen. But let us confult our reafon and 
our faith \ and at their tribunal we (hall find 
that, there is not a fentence in the gofpel that 
is every way more true, than the one before us. 

• Matt xi. 30. 

0^ There 
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There is no Tweeter yoke, nor no lighter har- 
den, than the yoke and the burden of love. 
When onee we love, fays St. Auftin, there is 
no more pain ; or (hould there be any, we love 
that alfo. Now the yoke of Jefus Chrift is no- 
thing but an exercife of love. It confifts in' the 
Jove of God, in a proper love of ourfelves, and 
in the love of our neighbour; threetdndsof love 
which are infepajrable, of which the two latter 
are a fequel of the former. 

I do not afk whether it be juft (this cannot 
be contefted) but whether it be fweet to love 
God, die infinitely amiable being, our fovereign 
good, the fource of all good, who has given 
its all, from whom we expe& all, and by whom 
alone we poflibly can be happy ? Reafon, en- 
lightened by faith, is found to anfwer that no- 
thing .can be more fweet than a love like this; 
and that if there be any thing painful in the 
fervice which God exa&s of us, and in the pre- 
cepts he enjoins, his love, which is die firft of 
his precepts, is fuflicient to fweeten it. If our 
heart make not the fame avowal* it is becaufe 
it has not began to love. What need was there, 
fays St. Auftin, that thou ihouldeft command us 
to love thee, and that thou ihouldeft threaten us 
with great evils, if we loved thee not ? as if 
the not loving of thee wer^ not the greateft of 
evils ? 

I aft 



Digitized by 




SCHOOL QP CHIUrr. 389 

I afle ifit be fweet to love one’s felf with a 
proper and well-regulated . love ; to wifh one’s 
real, folid, and eternal happinefs; to tend to- 
wards it by the means which God has marked 
out for us, and which alone can fecure it, and 
to avoid whatever can expofe us to die lofe of 
it ? It doubtlefs will be anfwered, that no love 
can be fweet, if this be not fo. 

I ’again alk, if it be not fweet to love one 
another with a cordial and fraternal love ; re- 
ciprocally to teftify our good will by kindnefs 
and benefits; to relieve eaeh other in our wants* 
in our evils, and troubles ; to bear with, to ex- 
cufe, and to pardon one another; to live in 
peace and union with thofe who are linked to 
us by natural and focial relations; we, 1 fay, 
who are childreh of the fame Father, who form 
but one great family, who are brethren in Jefus 
Chrift, who have the fame eflential duties to 
fulfil, who afpire to the fame happinefs, and 
who hope to be one day re-united for ever in 
the fame country. To deny that fuch a love is 
fweet, would be fenfelefs ; fince it is evident 
th*t even the felicity of this life is annexed to 
it. But if fuch a love be fweet, it is perfon-* 
ally fo to one who feels the fentiments of it, 
and follows it in practice, in what manner 
foever his neighbour behaves towards him. 

The morality of Jefus Chrift, which is re- 
duced to thefe three kinds of love, is therefore 
% fweet 5 
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fweet; and if it be a burden, we muft acknow- 
ledge it to be light. Yet there is fomething 
within us that contradi&s this truth, and that 
finds no fweetnefs, nor in the love of God, nor 
in the proper love of ourfelf, nor in the love of 
our neighbour. • A pride, as infane as it is im- 
pious, excites us to rebel againft the fweeteft 
of empires, caufes us to reje£t what fubjefts 
our will to rule, how juft foever it may be, 
and neceffary for our happinefs. A felf-lovc 
that is contrary to reafon and good order con- 
centres us in ourfelves, excludes from our hearts 
all affefticm that bears no reference to our- 
felves, and renders odious to us that perfeft 
charity which loves God for himfelf, and our 
neighbour for God, How can the yoke of 
Chrift poflibly be fweet to pride and felf-lorc, 
fince it is againft them and to deftroy them 
that it is impofed upon us ? But that which is 
hard to our vicious difpofitions, is not on that 
account left fweet in itfelf, and in regard to 
the fund and the eflence of our nature, which 
it tends to difengage from thofe vices. 

It is doubtlefs fweet to be freed from the 
tyranny of our paffions* In this all philofo* 
pliers agree, not excepting Epicurus; and 
thofe who are tormented by their paffions are 
the firft to own it, in the intervals of good 
fcnfe and refleftion which they occafionally al- 
low them. If fo, the yoke of the Lord is, of 

courfe 
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courfe full of fweetnefs, becaufe it tends to 
liberate us from our paffions by far more ef- 
fectually than all that human wifdom ever could 
bring to bean That we mu ft fight to over- 
come them, that there are efforts to be made, 
and that every effort ’of its own nature is pain- 
ful, is what I do not deny : and in what fchool 
of philofophy has man been exempted from 
combats and efforts ? as if, independently of 
them, he ever could be eorre&ed. But the 
chriftian receives from grace the moft powerful 
fuccours, which diminifh the violence of the 
combat, and infures fuccefe. If it cofts to fub* 
due his paffions, he feels an inexpreffible jqy at 
having overcome them ; which pleafure is re- 
newed at every viClory he obtains* 

It is fvifeet to command our body, to rule 
our own mind and will* to be mafler of all our 
faculties, and to difpofe of our free will in a 
manner that is pleafing to God, that reafoi* 
avows, and that fatisfies confcience. The yoke 
of Jefus Chrift has no other objeCt than to pro- 
cure us thefe advantages, which we fhall in- 
fallibly attain, if we carry it faithfully. 

It is fweet not to have to groan under the 
flavery of fin, nor to experience the remorfe* 
that follow it; it Is fweet to be exempt from 
Ae terrors of the life to come, which fo vio- 
lently alarm a guilty confcience ; to enjoy the 
peacefulnefc and fecurity of innocence $ to ren- 
der 
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der to ourfelves tbs comfortable teftimonjr that 
it is not in vain that we endeavour to pleafe 
God, and to indulge the hope of pofietiing him 
eternally, which is always the fruit of a pure 
and holy life. Are not all thefe bleffings the 
portion of all thofe who carry the yoke of 
Chrid, and never allow themfelves to depart 
from the obfervance of his law ? I fhould be 
endlefs, were I to confider this yoke under all 
its afpe&s, and were I to enumerate all the 
fweets that accompany it. 

But, it will be faid, is it not a hard talk to 
deny one's felf, to hate one's felf, to crucify 
one’s flelh with all its concupifcences, to op-* 
pofe the inclinations that are bo'rn with us, and 
to be ever railing ourfelves above nature, in 
order to follow grace l Is not the way of virtue 
both deep and painful ? is not the gate narrow, 
and ftrait, the path that leads to life ? That 
continual war we mud make on ourfelves, that 
fedu&iofr of the world againd which we mult 
guard j thofe cenfures, thofe railleries, and per- 
fecutions to which we mud be erpofed ; thofe 
temptations, thofe fnares, and aifaults of the 
devil, from which we mud fereen ourfelves, 
mud furely be a rugged and painful exercife 
to a chridian, and cannot fail embittering his 
life. 

It is eafy to anfwer, in the fird place, that if 
it be a hard talk to offer to ourfelves all thofe 

violences* 
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violences* it is ftill more painful to offer to 
ourfelves none at all* and to live at the caprice 
of our corrupted defire$r Secondly* that Jdus 
Chrift did not mean to fay that it was to coft 
no pains to fubmit to his morality* fince he 
ftyles it a yoke an j a burden : a yoke* fuppofes 
fome conftraint \ and a burden* is always felt. 
But do we make no account of the power of 
grace* whofe property it is to engage to love 
what nature abhors* and to communicate to us 
a ftrength fufEcient to alleviate the hcavieft of 
burdens ? Do we malce no account of thofe 
heavenly confolations which God fhowers down 
upon his faithful fervants* and which in a mo- 
ment amply indemnify them for all their paft 
afflictions ? They fee our croffes, faid St. Ber- 
nard* fpeaking to his religious* of worldlings* 
but they fee not the unCtion of them : if they 
did* their language and ideas would 1 be diffe- 
rent \ they would confefs that our life* which 
to them feems dreadful* is in every refpeCt 
much fweeter than theirs. 

This is a teftimony which aU the faints* that 
is* all perfect chriflians* without any excep- 
tions, have given to the words of Jefus Chrift 
thtf confeffors of his name in prifons* in exiles* 
in works of mines* in poverty* in perfections } 
the martyrs before judges* upon icafiolds* is* 
the molt horrible torments. God proportions 
his fuccour to what we do and to what we fufier 

for 
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for him ; and this fuccour fo fortifies the foal, 
that it wiihes to do and to fuffer ftill more. 

What then is the caufe why fo many chrif- 
tians complain of the feverity of this yoke, and 
the heavinefs of this burden i Becaufe they 
are only chriftians by name, and by outward 
profeflion ; becaufe they have not the true 
chriftian fpirit, and even are ignorant of it; 
becaufe they do not feriouily undertake the 
pra£ttce of the gofpel-morality, and are un- 
willing to fuffer themfdves to be wholly guided 
by grace. 

. The major part take up the yoke of the Lord, 
much more from fear, than from love. The 
dreadful truths of religion have made fome im- 
prcflion on their mind ; they do not chufe tobe 
loft, and they keep the commandments merely 
to (hun burning in hell ; for it is not the pain 
of lofs that affe&s them, although it be th£ 
greateft, but the pain of fenfe. Now whoever 
fubmits himfelf to the yoke of Jefus Chrift but 
through the motive of fear, fubmits himfelf lefs 
by will than by neceffity; he does not love it; 
he would (hake it off, if his intereft would al- 
low him. What fweetneft of courfe can he 
poffibly find in it ? The law in his regard is 
no more than a rigorous order, accompanied 
with threats, and followed by chaftifements ott 
the infringers: if thou do not this, if thou do 
not abftain thyfelf from that, thou (halt be 

damned. 
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damned. When we confider the law in fuch st 
manner as this, it is- impoflible that whilft we* 
©bey it, we (hould not deem it fevere ; and fo* 
much the more fo, as it commands what is re- 
pugnant to nature, and forbids that with which 
nature is pleafed. Hence as the fear of chaf- 
tifement does not combat, by any contrary af- 
fe&ion, our evil inclinations, it leaves their 
attta&ives in their full force, and infpires no 
relifli for virtue, nor aver Son from evil. The 
will is compelled to bend to the commandment,, 
but is not inclined to it ; it feels the violence 
which it offers to itfelf, and is only determined' 
towards that which conftrains, from the ap~ 
prehenfion of a much greater evil; A difpo^ 
fition like this is that of a (lave; who tremble© 
under the rod of his-mafter, and who only obey© 
to efcape the laflh 

In feme other© this fear is blended witfo 
mercenary views; they are animated by the 
hope of reward, which fomewhat leflens the 
burden ; but as the reward is at a diftance, and' 
the pain is prefent, this more forcibly a&s upon* 
them, and is more ftrongly felt, though the^ 
expeftation of the promifes they have received,* 
fiipports them under their load.. If charity 
rendered their faith more lively, and their hope 
more pure : if in the reward they expe&, they' 
had God in view more than themfelves, the 
love of him, and the defire of poflefling him 
Q* 3 would* 
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would fweeten their yoke. But faith* is weak, 
and hope is combated by fear in thofe who 
only liften to their intereft ; and felf-lovo* 
which is their chief motive, cannot induce them 
to love a law that is deffgned to deftroy it. 

Finally, in confequence to thefe difpoikkms, 
which too much prevail among the generality 
of chriftians, they take up the yoke of the Lord 
but as little as they can, and only what is ne- 
ceffary, according to their condition, to ihun 
hell, or to obtain heaven. In nothing do they 
aim at perfection ; they freely fet aiide what is 
not of obligation, and without much nicety, 
aqd in a manner merely human, di {charge the 
bulk of thek duties. But from the moment 
that they are determined thus to fpare them- 
felves trouble, it is not poflible not to feel the 
full weight of it, and God on his part does 
nothing to relieve them, becaufe he grants re- 
lief but to thofe who ad through love ^ and 
who for his fake do not fpare themfeives. 

I confine myfelf to the commandments, is it 
laid ; I carry of the burden but what is indif- 
penfable, and yet it feems very heavy 5 what 
then would it be, were I to load myfelf more, 
and were to. undertake to pleafe God in every 
thing ? my ftrength would fail me, I fhould be 
overpowered! You are grofsly miftaken; it 
would be quite the reverfe. In order to tafte 
the fwectnefs of the yoke of the Lord* h mult 

be 
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be taken up in its entire and with good will* 
without granting any thing to nature. The 
wore you diminiih of this burden, the more 
that which you retain of it, weighs upon you ; 
and on the contrary you walk with fo much 
More cafe, as you are refolved to take nothing 
from it." The reafon of which is evident ; be- 
caufe in the firft place, it is love alone that can* 
infpire Such a resolution *, and Secondly, becaufe 
God, even for the intereft of his glory, is en- 
gaged powerfully to Support the chriftian who 
embraces his Service/ in its full extent. Now 
a Soul that love puts into a&ion, and that grace 
Supports, is immensely ftrong ; it is capable o£ 
the greateft atchievements j there are no Hard- 
(hips which it does not devour,' and which do 
not Seem Sweet, becauSe they increafe its love. 
Do you then, imagine that it is to timid and 
interefted Souls, and who enter into a reckon- 
ing with God, that JeSus Chrift has faid that 
his yoke is Sweet and his burden light J By no 
means ; Such a thing cannot be. He has only 
fpoken thus to great and generous Souls, who 
in all things are determined to follow the in- 
fpiration of grace : and Such fouls alone expe- 
rience the truth of his words. 

O my Saviour, if hitherto I have not had 
this experience, it is my own fault. Should 
fuch amatter as thou art be Served through fear, 
or even through intereft.? After what thou de- 

ferveft. 
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ferveft, -and what thou haft done for me, can 
I do otherwife than give myfelf up to thy fer- 
rice through love and through gratitude i Can 
I be forprifed that a yoke which I do not 
love, fhould feem to me fevere, and that a 
burden which I carry with a relu&ance, (hould 
overpower me with its weight. Change my 
difpofitions, O my God! Subftitute love to 
fear ; purify, perfe£k my hope with the fire of 
charity ; dilate my heart, which felf-love has 
always kept contra&ed : then the more I fhall 
be loaded, the fafter I fhall run in the way of 
thy commandments ; the more fhall I congratu- 
late myfelf for the happinefs of being fubmitted 
to. thy yoke. All is poffible j all is eafyaad 
fweet to lore. I know it ; I have experienced 
it with refpeft to creatures *, grant that I may 
experience it with refpedt to thee. - Amen. 
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TWENTY-THIRD LESSON- 

ON CARRYING OUR CROSS- 

S 

Of all the gofpel-fayings, the following feem* 
the hardeft to the generality of chriftians: If 
any man will come after me, let him deny himfelf 
and take up his crofs daily, and follow me *. The 
evangelift ©bferves, that he fend to all. From: 
whence it follows, that there is not one among 
thofe who profefs chriftianity, that ought not 
to apply it to himfelf. It is according to order 
that the difciple fliould follow the Matter, and 
walk in his fbotfteps. Jefus Chrift does not 
propofe to us the crofs, till after that he him- 
felf had carried his own daily, from his birth 
to his laft breath. He carried it, having freely 
accepted, it from the hands of his Father % and. 
how dreadful foever it was to nature, of which 
it exaded the total immolation, he accepted 
and carried it with love and with joy, being fa- 
tisfied with the reparation of God's glory, and 
the redemption of mankind, by the facrifice of 
his foul and body. 

The chriftian, therefore, at his example,, 
ought to receive the crofs that God fends him,. 

ought 

+ Lake ix. 23. 
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ought willingly to carry it daily, and think 
himfelf happy that by fo doing he accompli fhes^ 
Ac eternal defigns of his Maker. This is the 
efiendal condition, in order to appertain to Jcfus 
Chrift ; and he who does not fubmit' to it, is 
lejefted from the number of his followers. 
But what lot can we expert in the life to come, 
if we do not appear in it with the title of dif- 
ciple of Chrift ? Is not this enough to fweeten 
whatever this faying contains that is hard and 
frightful to nature ? 

But let us examine a tittle, and fee if it re- 
ally be as dilheattening as it at firft appears. If 
by the crofs, which Jefus Chrift commands ns 
to carry, we mean the ordinary duties of religion, 
and the practice of the morality of the gofpel; I 
haye juft been {hewing that this yoke is fwcet, 
and this burden light: of which therefore we 
cannot complain, without the greateft injuftice, 
and without contradicting truth itfelf. 

But we more generally apply the .name of 
crpfs- to certain events of providence, whether 
natural or fupernatural, which thwart and hum- 
ble us, which occafion forrow or pain, and 
which varioufly exercife us. Thefe erodes hap- 
pen to us either from, nature, fuch as the de- 
fers of the body, infirmities, and ficknefs \ or 
from our condition, fuch as poverty, labour, 
and dependance ; or from the ftate of life we 
have embra^d, fuch as marriage * or from the 

injuftice 
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injudice -of men, or from, fortuitous accidents, 
or from the malice of the devils; or finally,, 
immediately from God. Thefe croffts afflift 
us in our health, in our fortunes,, in our r^pofe,, 1 
in our reputation, in our perfons, or in thofe 
that are dear to us ; they mortify our fenfibility* 
our pride, our felf-love,;. they exa& of us di- 
verfe facrifices, both of thought and of adion. 

When erodes are taken in this acceptation,, 
which is the mod common one* they are. in ge- 
neral appendants to. human nature ; and there 
is no one who abfolutely can avoid them. Each 
one Has his erodes, fame greater and more nu- 
merous, others 'left and fewer but no man is 
entirely exempt from them. From whence 
comes the epithet of unhappy , given to all mor- 
tals, by the authors of the remoted antiquity.. 
In the intention of God, they are. in our regard, 
a mean of falvation, and the particular way by 
which he means to conduct us to heaven.. 

I obferve in the firft place, with refpeft to. 
thefe erodes, that exclusive of certain inward. 
fiufFerings, for which God requires an exprefs 
confent, which is rarely the cafe ; the others 
happen to us againd. out will, whether, through 
our own fault, or not ; that mod frequently ifc 
is not in our power either to forefee them or 
to fhun them, or .to fr^e ourfelves from them ;, 
and that the only way, which reafon v itfelf fug- 

. geds* 
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gefts, is to bear them with fortitude and pa- 
tience. 

I moreover obferve that the different refources 
or means which man, when left to himfelf, 
can make ufe of to alleviate his crofles, are of 
very trifling avail; beeaufe nature almoft al- 
ways is more prevalent than reafon ; beeaufe 
the confoladons given us by our friends, have 
no great effect, and often are troublefome ; be- 
caufe our own refle&ions are very weak helps : 
beeaufe though fome may be alleviated by time, 
there, are others whieh with time becomes 
greater ; in fhort, beeaufe there are crofles of 
fuch a nature as not to be fufceptible of any 
human afluagement, and which religion alone 
can allay. 

I alfo obferve, that it is not only ufelefs to 
be impatient, to complain, or to fink into de- 
fpondency ; but that inftead of dimini filing our 
pain, all complaints fetve only to aggravate it; 
not to fpeak of the fins, fometimes very grievous, 
which our repining caufes us to commit. 

Thefe obfervations prefuppofed, what does 
Jefus Chrift require of us f that we fhould re- 
ceive our crofs coming from the hand of 
God; that we ourfelves fhould take it up, and 
carry it cheerfully with an entire fubmiflion to 
his will. As if he fhould fay 4 Do not refill the 
abfolute appointment of the fovereign Matter ; 
it would afford you no relief ; oft the contrary, 

your 
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your foul would be every way the lofer. But 
yield to the difpofitioris of his wifdom, his juf- 
tice, and of his mercy towards you; accommo- 
date yourfelf to it with good grace ; and if you 
be not fufiiciently perfeft to accept with grati- 
tude and love, when he fends what is painful* 
bear it at leaft with humble reiignation, and let 
your temporal evils become ufeful to your fal- 
vation. Thus will your crofs be infallibly made 
lighter* as well as meritorious ; you engage 
God to give you fupernatural ftrength ; you 
not only arrive at fullering without repugnance* 
but alfo at making it a fubjeft of joy and con* 
folation. Is there any thing more reafonable* 
more religious* more friendly to man than fuch 
a morality? and could the eternal Wifdom 
come down from heaven to inftruft us, or read 
us a more ufeful leffon ? 

It is not required that you fhould wifli for 
erodes, that you fliould, go in fearch of them* 
that you Ihould pray God to fend them; nor* 
that you fhould fay to him, like St. Therefa* 
that your life would be infupportable without 
them ; nor that you choofe, like St. John of the 
Crofs, no other reward of your labours for the 
glory of God* than to fuffer and be defpifed for 
his fake. Such fentiments as thefe only apper- 
tain to fouls of a fpecial election, and fuppofe 
that they have acquired a very high degree of 
perfe&ion* or they are the effect of a particu-. 

lar 
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kr infpiration. That which is demanded of 
you is to wait for your erodes without going to 
meet them, and not to be furprifed, whenever 
they befal you, as if you were privileged to 
have an exemption from them \ it is humbly to 
fubmit to them, when you have no other re- 
fource ; it is to bear them with patience \ to 
bring to your adiftance the great motives of re- 
ligion ; to have recourfe with confidence to 
God that he may fupport you, and firmly to 
hope that he will not abandon you. Is there 
any thing in this that can feem to you fevere ? 
or even any thing that is not fweet and con- 
fiding ? I venture to advance that you would 
feck in vain elfewhere any confolation that can 
come up to this. f 

To what do you pretend l To live without 
erodes ? You therefore would have it that God 
ihould eftablifh in your behalf a new order of 
things ; and that he Ihould difpeilfe with you 
^n a law, in which he has not difpenfed with 
his Son. Ever fince the introduction of fin upon 
the earth, erodes, being the puniftiment and the 
expiation of it, are become necedary, both to 
avenge the juftice of God, and to purify us 
from our iniquities. Are you not a (inner, and 
perhaps a great ftnner? by what title then can 
you exp c€t exemption from erodes ? 

Do you pretend at lead to have the choice of 
your erodes i For you often fay or think, were 

it 
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it any other crofs, I fliould willingly endure it* 
In this you are miftaken. The crofs which you 
carry is alway that which is heavy and difplea- 
fing : you would fay as much of every other 
under which you might be ; and perhaps you 
might find it to be ftill more burdenfome*. The 
evil that is prefent always feems greater than 
that which is abfent •> and if we defire what is 
abfent,. it is only through impatience that we 
do. If crofles were left to your own choice, 
you would not take up any, or you would choofe 
wrong, and you would repent it. God knows 
bell what is expedient for you * he. loves you 
more than you love yourfelf j he choofes better 
for you than you wou)d choofe for yourfelf ; and 
if he ftrikes in a fenfible part, it is becaufe the 
cvil lies there, which he means to heal. More- 
over a crofs that fhould. be at the difpofal of 
your felf-love, which ever way you might carry 
it, would not be either pleafing to God,, or 
advantageous to your falvation* 

Once more, what do you pretend to? that 
your crofs fliould make you fuffer lefs ? That 
depends upon yourfelf.. Ceafe to rebel againft 
it ; do not repel it by ufelels endeavours \ em- 
brace it, love it, (tick you clofe to it, fince it 
flicks clofe to you ; it will then become lighter. 
It is not the pain that renders the crofs infiiffer- 
jtble* but the refiftance of the will. 

How 
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How ftrange is the pride of man! how incon. 
ceiveable his felf-love ! He is indignant at his 
condition that fubjefts him to crofles ; and it is 
he himfelf who by his (in is the author of his 
condition : he has done the evil, and reje&s 
the remedy; he is guilty, and he refufes the 
chaftifement and the reparation that would re- 
(lore him to grace. That is, lie has made him- 
felf wretched, and perfifts in remaining fo ; be- 
caufe he will not be cured of the vices that have 
occafioned his wretchednefs. For what elfe arc 
all croffes but remedies again ft pride, which 
they humble, and againft felf-love which they 
mortify ? Accept them, and you are cured. 

If you (land in need of motives, religion will 
furnifti you in abundance. It takes them from 
your own intereft; you have to fatisfy the juf- 
tice of God; leave to him the care of avenging 
himfelf by croffes. When this vengeance is ex- 
crcifed upon earth, it is quite full of mercy. 
Do not expofe yourfelf to the pure and inex- 
orable juftice of the life to come. Your daily 
fins, ' to be expiated, ftand in need of crofTes 
that are daily ; and they are the befl penance 
for the grievous offences you may have for- 
merly committed ; becaufe it is God himfelf 
who enjoins it. 

It takes them from that immenfc weight of 
glory and of endlefs happinefs that is to be the 

reward 
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reward of your humiliations and tranfitory af- 
flictions. Is it buying heaven too dear, to fuf- 
fer a little, and for a fliort time here below, in 
order to gain it ? What paths do you not take, 
what facrifices do you not make, to what dan- 
gers do you not expofe yourfelf for the eftab- 
lilhment of your temporal fortune ? you do not 
regret whatfoever it has coft you : and you are 
unwilling it fhould coft you any thing to fecure 
your eternal felicity ? you are devoid of all 
faith, you are no chriftian. 

It takes them from the example of Jefus 
Chrift ; who preaches to you the crofs, but as 
loaded with his own, which reunites and fur- 
pafles the crofles of all mankind put together. 
It is in your name, and in quality of your repre- 
sentative, that he carries it ; it is through a 
quite, gratuitous love for you. He ftood not in 
need of carrying it for himfelf, being without 
fin * he could have refufed it ; and by refufing, 
you would have been irremediably loft ; and all 
the crofles accumulated upon you throughout 
the longeft life, never could have opened to you 
the gates of heaven, nor efface the fmalleft of * 
your fins. 

It takes them from the neceflity under which 
chriftians are of refembling Jefus Chrift, in 
order to be amongft the eleCt. For he has 
been given to us as a model 5 and it is chiefly 
on the mountain of Calvary that this Man of 
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forrows, this Man jtruck by God and humbled is 
offered to our imitation. It is therefore by car- 
rying the crofsj it is by living and expiring on 
the crofs that we are to refemble him. It was 
neceffary, as he himfelf declares, that the Chrift 
fliould fuffer, and fo enter into his glory \ and 
mud not the chriftian fuffer 1 and (hall he lhare 
in the glory of Jefus Chrift, without (haring 
with him in his chalice 1 

It takes them from the gratitude we owe to 
God the Father, who has loved us fo as to give* 
us his only "Son; and which we owe to his 
adorable Son, whom love has led to deliver 
himfelf uj) for us. 

It takes them from the great precept of the 
love of God. What is a love that (lops at bar- 
ren fentiments, that is unwilling to undergo 
any trial, that has nojt the courage to make any 
facrilice ? It is a falfe and illufory love, which 
does not even impofe upon men, and how 
(hould it impofe upon God ? But erodes are 
the trials to which God puts our love ; they 
are the facrifices which he expe&s from it. 
Receive them therefore, if not with eagernefs, 
at lead with*fubmiffion$ or ceafe faying that 
^you love him. 

Laftly,it takes them from the powerful helps 
which God always joins to the erodes he is 
pleafed to fend us. Had you to carry them 
-lone, you would have fubjeft to complain, 

and 
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and to alledge your weaknefs. But God him- 
felf then becomes your ftrength 5 but Jefus* 
Chrift carries your crofs with you ; and he not 
only affifts you, he alfo comforts you ; he fills 
you with a quite heavenly joy amidft your af- 
fliftions; he finds out the fecret of rendering . 
them fo amiable, as would make you regret 
your being delivered from them. This is what 
all the faints have attefted, the apoftles at the 
head of them. They went from the prefence of 
the council \ fays St. Luke, rejoicings that they 
were accounted worthy to fuffer reproach for the . 
name of Jefus *. St. Paul humbled himfelf at 
his revelations, and gloried in his erodes. 

Have I faid enough to juftify the gofpel, and 
to give you a relifli for its maxims and language 
on the fubjeft of erodes ? You admire what 
the philosophers have written on it, and the 
fine reafons they have made ufe of to elevate 
man above the calamities of life. I allow you 
to admire them. But through what injuftice do 
you refufe thofe encomiums to the gofpel, which 
you fo'laviihly beftow on human wifdom ? Is 
the gofpel inferior to that, and does it infpire 
us with fentiments that are lefs fublime ? Does 
it forbid you to make ufe of the means fuggefted 
to you by reafon ? and becaufe it fets others be- 
fore you that are infinitely fuperior, and of a 
yiite different efficacy, is it to be fefs worthy 

of 
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of your praife ? But I underftand you : in die 
books of the philofophers you only fee an au- 
thority that is human, that binds you in no- 
thing, and a fine fpeculation which without any 
confequeoce you admire: whereas the gofpel 
is refted with the charafter of an authority 
divine, under which the will is to bend, and 
4o approve it, is to engage to pra&ice it. But 
can you be fo blind as not to fee that you have 
no longer any excufe, if reafon that flows from 
God, and the divine authority which is the fu- 
preme reafon, concur to condemn you ? Either 
reject reafon together with the gofpel, and give 
yourfelf up to the inftinft of proud and fen- 
fual nature, that abhors humiliation and fuf- 
fering; or if you -approve a reafon that has 
nothing but weak motives to offer, approve the 
gofpel ftill more, that fupports you by motives 
incomparably more forcible. 

I fubmitf O my Saviour, and I acknowledge 
thy divine wifdom in the language thou holdeft 
relative to croffes. The very thought of them 
alarms and (hocks nature. I eafily conceive it; 
it is fick, and the worft of it is, it loves its 
malady, and reje£U a cure. Wo unto me, if I 
liften to it any more. In fo important a con- 
cern, I will only liften to the light of reafon, 
to the light of the gofpel, and to that of thy 
grace; and in prefence of fo many re-united 
lights, I will filence the fsdfe reafonings of pride 

• &nd 
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and felf-love. Crofles arc inevitable ; I mud re- 
folve to carry them like a man of courage; reafoh 
tells me fo. Crofles are neceflary ; I cannot ex- 
piate my fins, nbr merit heaven, but through 
them : religion teaehes me fo. It alfo teaches 
me that crofles fliould be precious to me for 
the refemblance it gives me with Jefus, for the 
character of psedeftination, which they damp 
Mi me, and for the means- which they furniih 
me of approving myfelf to God, and to thee, 
my Redeemer,, by my gratitude and love. My 
mind is convinced ; h at do thou touch my heart, 
and caufe me to love what thypugh fo many 
titles, it is my intereft to cherilh ; let me no 
longer fear them, of repine under them; may 
l carry them in fileoce'and in patience,Tefigned, 
fubmiflive, and united with thy holy will; may 
I blefs'and Ipve thee, as Job and Tobias, in aty 
the trials that thou (halt be plea&d to fend me; 
4mea. 
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TWENTT-FOURTH LESSON. : 

OH PEACE OF HIND AND HEART. 

Being on the point of quitting the earthy 
and on, the very eve of his death, Jefas Chrift 
fpofce to his apoftles the following confoiing 
WOrds : Peace I leave with you >- my peace I gyve 
unto you *. I leave it to you as an inheritance, 
by my laft will and teftament, as the moft pre- 
cious of my goods : my peace I give unto you ; not 
*r the vtorld giveth , do I give unto you . Ton are 
going to lofe my fenfible prefence, but I (hall 
abundantly indemnify you for that, by my fph 
ritual prefence.' I am the peace \ it is one of 
die tides given to me by the prophets * I am 
fo, as I am the truth and the life . I cOnfequently 
do not leave you ; I continue to dwell with 
you, by leaving with you my peace- I give k 
to you, and I eftablifib it in the midft of your 
hearts. In poffeffmg it, you will poffefs me in 
a manner more intimate and fure ; men will 
not be able to rob you of this poffeffion againfi 
your wills, as they are going to deprive you of 
the advantage of poffeffing me corporally. -This 
peace will make your happinefs s it will Jbe your 

ftrengtb 
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ftrength in the perfections to which you are 
going to be expofed. .The world will rife up 
againd you, but it will render you invincible 
againft all its attacks, and make you tri- 
umphant. 

Hie apoftle&did not then underftand the deep 
fenfe of the words of their Mafter, nor the in- 
eftimable advantages of fuch a gift. But when 
they had received the Holy Ghod, they were 
enlightened ; and not only did they know, but 
alfo felt what bleffing our Saviour had left 
them, from the heavenly joy with which they 
were filled, and from the fupernatural force 
with which they found themfelvcs veiled. 

What JefusChrift left to his firft difciples, he 
jrromifes to all chrillians ; he is always ready 
to give them his peace, and it is their fault if 
they do not receive it ; or if, after having re- 
ceived it, they know not how to preferve it. 
If they knew the greatnefs of this gift, and with 
how many blelfings it enriches the fouli what 
would they not do to obtain it, and what care 
would they not take to retain it ? Indru£l them, 
O Lord, and fpeak to their heart, whilit I am 
going tolfpeak to their mind, according to the 
lightsjhat thou flialt give me. I lhall not ex- 
hauft this fubje&, which is mod extenfive, and 
to which might be reduced whatever is the mod 
perfect in an inward life. But I fliall fay 
enough, to put thofe who are of good will in 
R 2 the 
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the way of defiring and ardently feelring (b great 
a blefling. 

It is a fa& which cannot be dlfputed, if in 
the leaft we refleft on ourfelves, that the hu^ 
man heart only afpires after peace and tepofe * 
that all its motions have only for their objeft to 
procure that peace, in which, with reafon, k 
eflablifhes its happinefe ; and that the continual 
agitation it is in, proceeds from its not being 
in the way to find it. But why does it not find 
it,notwithftanding fo many and fuch per fevering 
endeavours? It is becaufe it leeks it widtont 
examination, and becaule, in fa£t, it is unac* 
quainted with it, as it has never taken pains to 
find out its definition. 

Let us liften to Sfi Auftin, who fays, that 
Peace is the tranquillity of order . To enjoy peace, 
two things are necefFary : to be in order, and 
that this order (hould be liable. Where there 
is no order, there is no peace ; and where order 
is deranged, there peace is dffturbed. This de- 
finition is both clear and precife. Apply it to 
things phyfical, moral, and political, you will 
feel its full exa£lnefs. And to afeend to the 
fir ft Being, why does God enjoy an unalterable 
peace ? It is becaufe he is order the ef- 

fential and immutable order. God can no more 
derange the order that conftitutes him, nor lofc 
his peace, than he can lofe his exiftence. Why 
is heaven die abode of peace ? It is becaufe 
. ' . " God 



Digitized by 



Go gle 




School 03$ chUist. & 

God caufes to reign among the bleflcd, and in 
*ach one of them, an image of the order that 
reigns in himfelf ; and being infeparably united 
to him, they partake of ^iis peace, as -much a® 
they partake of his ordef* 

If peace relative to the blefied and even to 
.God himfelf be the tranquillity of order, it 
therefore muft be the fame relative to man upon 
earth; and he has no peace tQ hppe for, unlefe 
he puts himfelf into order, and perfeveres in it;. 
Now, as the order- that is in- God, is his . own 
nature, fo the order that is out of Qod, is hip 
holy will. Hence, to be perfe£Uy fubmiffive 
and united m all thing* to the divine will, ip 
the order with regard to an intelligent creature? 
which by ranging itfelf under this order, enters 
into the way of peace, and by mamtainipg if- 
felf in it, maintains itfelf in. peace \ by fwerving 
from that way, it deviates from peace. 

. Let us now confult our heart, and we {hall 
have a full convi&ion of what 1 advance. Is it 
calm? does it wi(h for nothing? does it fear 
nothing ? does it reproach itfelf with nothing ? 
does it apprehend nothing from felf-examina- 
tioh? in a word, is it fatisfied with the ac- 
tual ftate it is in ? If fo, it is a proof that 
it is in order through an entire fubmiffioa 
to the will of God: a$ alfo, upon its having 
this fubmilfion, it may be. allured that it pof- 
fefles peaee. Has it any inquietudes, any de- 
fires 
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fires that • tranfport it, any fears that contraft 
it, any anxieties that fatigue it, any remorfes 
that tear it ? dare it not enter into itfelf ? finally, 
is it difiatisfied with its prefent difpofition? 
with certainty you may conclude that it is not 
in order, nor ruled in all things by the will of 
God. In like manner, if it has quitted order, 
it is impoffible that it fhoukl not be reftlefs and 
tormented. Diferder and inquietude are two 
things infeparable in the human heart, as well 
as order and peace. The greater the disorder is, 
the greater is die inquietude, whatever efforts 
we may make to ftifle it : fo alfo does peace in- 
creafe in proportion to the conformity to order. 
This rule is univerfal, invariable, and infab 
table. 

There is therefore no peace for man, whiflt 
his will is oppofed to the will of God, in what- 
foever manner it is made known to him, either 
by the natural law, or by revelation, or by in- 
ward infpiration*; and he always enjoys peace 
as long as he conforms htrtifelf to what God re» 
quires of him. Btit as. this conformity and this 
oppofitton relate to objects that are more or 
lefs important, and as they comprehend a va- 
riety of degrees, peace alfo is more or lefs per- 
fe£, and the inquietude more Or lefs afFeding. 

A foul in the ftate of grace does not lofe its 
efTential peace : becaufe that ftate having cha- 
Tity, the' foul is united to God, and fwerves 

not 
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trot from abfolutc order* which requires the 
pradieerof the commandments. But if in other, 
relpeft s it be imperfeft* remifs and unmorti- 
fied ; if it refill the yiews of God towards it y 
if it ft ill be liable to defires and fears, to natu- 
ral inclinations or aver Sons aU thefe faults 
bring on agitation and trouble* whereby - its 
peace is more or lefs difeompofed, - 

Hence peace is eftablifhed 'and perfected in 
"us, by the eare we take to mortify our heart, and 
to keep it in a dcpendance on grace, which only 
tends to bring it under fubje&ion to the divine 
will, to elevate man daily to a higher degree of 
conformity with God* and * confequently of 
order and of peace* On the contrary, our peace 
infen fibly diminiflies and weakens, when we 
oourifh within us inordinate affe&ions* and 
liften to nature to the prejudice of grace* From 
whence ic follows* that holinefs and inward 
peace mutually correfpond •> that this is the ef- 
fe£k* and that the caufe ^ and that chriftian mo- 
rality in teaching us the way toshoiinefs* teaches 
us at the fame time the way to peace. This 
morality 1 , therefore, is mod friendly to man, as 
it has no other drift* than, his happinefs, even its 
this lifew 

For peacer of heart and mind t$> without de- 
pute, the firft blefiing in life, and the fourceof 
all other blelfings. Without peace we cannot 
he happy* even in the re-union. of all the ad* 

vantages 
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taut ages and pleafufes of Ac earth j and wi& 
it we always are happy, were we even deprived 
of the other ble&ngs, which at bottom are but 
a feeble- ecceflbry, whidi 0 peaceable heart can 
readily forego. I do not feat contradiction, by 
advancing that all inward diftjriietude embitters 
Ac faceted enjoyments: whereas peace of mind 
renders light and fupportable even the greateft 
evils, as long as they leave ns the free ufe of 
out reafon. y 

Now Ais peace of mind is a moral good 
Which muft be always accompanied wkh a 
ftfdng determination to combat every vice, and 
So acquire every tirtue ; it is even the fruit and 
Ae reward of fuch a determination j andean* 
not hope to enjoy it, if there be one fingle vice, 
and one fingle paffion which we confent tt 
fofter, -or one (ingle virtue which we ncgledt to 
eukivate. It is not even fufficient, in order to 
poflefa it to a high, degree, to War upon grefier 
vices and paffion® that are criminal, we muft 
even attack andvpurfue bur fmaUfcft imperfec- 
tions, and rtSot up every fibre that can noririih 
dttr fetf-Iove* As long as yotf love yourfelf 
improperly ; asjong as you feefe yotrrfelf in any 
Aing, even in what is fpiritual, arid (hall not 
hate ftifled every feed of corrupt nature, you 
Will be expofed to inquietude, to trouble, fadnefs, 
sedioedhefe, fenfiWlity, and jealoufy ? aH which 
are ewemies to peace, and which, if Aey do 
• , not 
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not banish from the heart, they prevent It at 
leaft from being reliflied. 

Nor muft we imagine that the combats w t 
have to engage m for the extirpation of vices* 
and the acquifition of virtues, are incompatible 
with inward peace, for they rather coafblidate 
it, and render it undifturbed. If you had not; 
this folid, peace, you would not be in a condi- 
tion to combat ; you would have no ftrength, 
and the leaft trifle would overiet you. It is* 
in fail, very remarkable, that the foul is never 
more weak, and never more eafily overcome, 
than when it is troubled $ and that on the con- 
trary, when it is in peace, it is ft tong, and al- 
moft fure of vi&ory. It is but the furface of 
.the foul that is agitated in out violences with 
eurfelves, in our painful facrifices, in our temp- 
tations and trials. There is- then an inward 
conflict that exercifes the powers of the foul,; 
but the fund is always p&ceable, as long as 
we do not yield *, for when we yield, the fund 
itfelf is difturbed, and confidence no longer 
tranquil*. , 

Peace is a gift of God, and the moft preciou* 
of his gifts ; it is the fruit of the charity that 
dwells in the heart ; and he who fays charity, 
lays God ; for God is charity according to St. 
John ; and it is upon this account that peace 
is habitual, like charity. The fentimont ami 
the relifli of peace is transient $ God communi- 
R 3 cates 
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cates it by intervals, as he pleafes. But the ftate 
itfelf of its own nature is fixed ; and it always 
would be fo, if the foul put no obftacle to it; be- 
caufe God never is the firft to abandon a heart, 
of which he has taken pofieilion ; and always 
unwillingly withdraws ; the heart muft drive 
him away along with its peace. Hence here 
below the gift of peace on the part of God is 
an engagement to give us the eternal peace 
that conftitutes the felicity of the Mefied ; or to 
fpeak more properly, it is the fame peace, which 
whilft upon earth we can lofe, but which can- 
not be loft in heaven. From hence we may 
judge how careful we {hould be to preferve it; 
fince as long' as it dwells in us, it is like a fine 
pledge of our future felicity. 

The world promifes peace alfo ; it muft fo, 
elfe who would follow it ? who would be of its 
partisans ? But what fort of peace does it pro- 
mife ? a falfe peace, and quite oppofite to that 
of God ; a peace that coqfifts in fatisfying the 
fenfes, the paftons, pride, and felf-Iove; a 
peace that ftops at the furface of the* foul, and 
never goes any farther. Neither does it be- 
ftow this kind of peace, but for very (hort mo- 
ments, which are prefently fucceeded by a 
more violent agitation than before ; or by 
a difguft, a latitude, and an irkfome weari- 
nefs. Worldlings intimately feel that they have 
been deceived ; they have made trial of all the 

obje&s 
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«bje£ts that the world offers to their paflibns^ 
and not one has given contentment ; nothing 
remains but a void, abirritation, and a ftrpngcr 
craving after the fruition; from hence arifc 
new defires, which are not better Satisfied; or 
eife fatiety and the defpatr of ever being happy* 
In this. terminates the peace of the world, and 
ft) this is the worldling brought by his doleful 
reflections on the illufions by which he has 
been: feduced. He has run all his life after 
peace* which always has fled from him. He 
has fometimes feized the -fhado w of it, but this 
very Shadow has flipped from him* He has 
feen himfelf happy in dreams* but on. waking*, 
he fighs at finding his hands empty- 

To convert the partifans of the world,. F 
would only wifh to engage them to refled; fome- 
what ferioufly on die caufesof the agitation; 
that torments them, of the: wearinefs that con* 
fumes the*n> of the impeflibility they are under 
of dwelling with themfdyes, and of the needc 
in which they, ftandof conftant diffipation. Bo* 
you enjoy, peace ? would I afk. Om quitting 
the tumult of affairs or of pleafiires* when you* 
enter into yourfdvcs ; do yoir find that your 
heart is at reft l .If they be fincerc, they wilh 
anfwer in the negative. But if they have, no* 
peace, what enjoyment- can- they have i Whatr 
becomes^ of all their hopes that are folely: 
grounded on the. things of this life? and what 

will! 
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wiU be their lot in the next? The peace, 
therefore, of the world is in a perfe& opposi- 
tion to that of God-; it' is. fugitive* deceitful 
imaginary, and never is poffefied ; and after 
death it is followed with , an inexplicable and 
cndlefs trouble in that place of darknefe and 
horror, nobere there is no order * ; thus is hell 
fchara&erifed in Scripture. 

If Is am a&od, to whom God grants his 
peace? lanfwer, that he grants it to every 
one who wiflies to have it, and difpofes himfelf 
ns he ought, to obtain it. In the firft place, 
there is a grace which he communicates with 
dandifying grace, which children enjoy as long 
ns they retain their innocence ; and no trouble 
anokfts them, till after they have been guilty of 
dome grievous tranfgreffion. This peace is almoft 
always accompanied with a fenfible fweetnefs, 
,at the reconciliation of a (inner to God* By 
comparing his prefent ftate with the former, he 
jBbek himfelf difburdened frf>m a heavy load ; 
hie opprefled and fettered heart recovers a free- 
dom, to which he had long been a ftranger, and 
as filled with a torrent of peace and delight. 

But there is another peace that is much more 
excellent, that falls to die fhare, of the favou- 
rites of God ; of thofe who choofe to be his 
without any referve; who are determined to 
follow in all things the infpiration of grace, to 

never 

* Job, x, %% 
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* never allow themfelves any deliberate tranfgref- 
fion ; to mortify in all things their corrupt na- 
ture, and never to refufe any Sacrifice to Gocf. 
Whiift remlfs and imperfect chriftians are the 
fport of their imagination, of their thoughts, of 
their little paffions, and their felf-Jove, which 
mceflantly fatigue and moleft them; whilft they 
are habitually defe&ive, and with fome reafon 
' uneafy about their inward difpofitions, thofe I 
here fpeak of are in an unalterable calmnefs; 
God does not difturb them, becaufe he is fatis- 
fied with their conduft 5 they do not difturb 
themfelves, becaufe they refled but little ; as 
they are taught by grace not to be too curious 
about their interior, and alio becaufe they have 
ao juft reafon for uneafmefs. The rebellions 
of nature are not prejudicial to their peace, be- 
caufe they are vigilant in preventing them, and 
quick in quelling them.* All the fmiles, or the 
frowns of the world, harldly make any impref- 
fion on them, being early habituated to dclpife 
them. If at a very great diftance they cxpe- 
lience fome agitations, they are light and of 
ftwrt duration. As to the trouble riiey may 
feel under trials and temptations, it is only in 
the powers of the foul, without attacking the 
fand of it; it is *n s involuntary and purifying 
trouble, a trouble that gives occafion for the 
moft generous Sacrifices, and for the exer- 
cSfe of the fublimeft virtues ; a trouble, in 

‘ fhort. 
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iborti of the fame nature with that which it 
pleafed our Lord to experience, without pre^ 
judice to- his peace. As foon as the ftornr 
eeafes, the ferenity returns, and the calm is 
more profound, and more deEcious than 
before. 

This is that peart (f Go/ of which St. Paul 
(peaks, kvbtch JjurpaJfetb all underfiandtng , or Ten- 
ement and which cannot be underftood bp 
fchofe who have not experienced it* In pro- 
portion as we advance in* dying to ourfelves, 
and in our union with God, we make pro- 
gress in this peace, and at laft we arrive at a 
(late of. fuper natural infenfibiiitp and: quietude; 
which nearly approaches to the divine immo- 
bility. No external power, no human events 
no temptation, no effort from hell can rob the 
foul of fo precious a peace ; it haa only* itfdf to 
fear, its own reimflaefs, or its prefuriiptioh; and* 
as long as it (leers dear>of thefe two rocks, bp 
fervor and humility it will be fafe. 

It fometimes happens that God prevents with 
Arch a< peace, fame certain fouls who have done- 
nothing to deferve it; but on which he has? 
great defigns. Who could exprefs : their fur- 
prife when they find themfelves on a fuddexr 
invefted with it ! They> know riot from whence: 
this their happinefs proceeds; but God is notr 
flow in making known to them his will. . This* 

- (pedah 

• PJuL iv. 7. 
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fpedai gift irneceflary to induce them to accept 
and fupport the long and dreadful trials through 
which he would have them pafs. In general) 
this peace is the reward of many years of la- 
bour, of fidelity, and of inward and outward 
mortification. The fame fpiritual exercises that 
procure it, ferve to maintain and increafe itu 
As we ought to ufe every means to acquire it> 
we ought to negleft nothing to preferve it. If 
we be culpable by rendering ourielves unwor- 
thy of fuch a gift, we are more fo when through 
our own fault we lofe it, and rarely is recovered 
again. 

I muft not omit that this peace is the felf- 
fame thing as habitual prayer, which never is 
interrupted in our exterior occupations, as long 
as they are in the order ^of providence, and 
when we conduct ourfelves in them according 
to the fpirit of grace. As, long a& the foul is 
inwardly in peace, it is. in peace, it is in prayer, 
and reciprocally. As it is not necefTary that 
k (hould think of its peace, or that it fhould 
feel it, in order, to poflefs it, neither is it jae- 
ceflary that it fhould think of its prayer, in 
order to pradife it. Only that this peace gene- 
rally renders itfelf more feufible during the 
times that are allotted for prayer, becaufc then 
we are alone with God, and have no obje& to 
difttfaft us* 

Thoie 
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Thofe chriftians wha lead not a life fuf& 
detitly holy, in order to- maintain themfelves in 
the efiential peace, that is annexed to fanCKfy- 
ing grace, are greatly to be pitied. Their ftate, 
whilft it lafts, excludes diem from the only 
happinefs there is in this life \ and they hazard* 
at every moment their eternal fal ration. Thofe 
who are careful to preferve themfelves habitu- 
ally from mortal fin ; but who are not fervent 
enough to give themfelves wholly to God* and 
to allow nothing to nature, >fufler alfo an inefti- 
mable lofe, in being deprived throughout their 
whole life of the fecond peace, of which the: 
prcfence of God, inward recollection, and ha- 
. bitual prayer are the fruit. I fhould think my- 
felf happy, if the httle I have been faying con- 
, tributed to cure the blindnefs of the former, and 
- correCt the remiffnefs of the latter. 

Alas ! how many years have I fpent^m the 
intoxication of the falfe peace of the world, and 
far from the true peace which thou, G my God,, 
giveft to thy fervants ! I ha^ge tatted it, when* 

I have returned to thee ; but have I endea- 
voured to incre^fe it by my fidelity in thy fer- 
vke, and to merit that other delicious peace* 
that fa referred for thy friends ? If depended 
upon* me to obtain it. Thou haft attraded 
me towards k; but I refitted thy attraction. 
'Thou haft infpired me with Views of devotion. 

\ ; and 
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and perfe&ion, but I have not followed them. 
Infane that I was, I refufed my own happi- 
nefs. O my Saviour, if it be as yet time, put 
me On the ways of peace \ my heart only fighs 
after that ; grant it me with a redoubled fer- 
vor and fidelity ; that with it and through it 
I may arrive at the abode of the eternal peace. 
Amen . 




' TWENTY 



Digitized by G ogle 




37 * 



fCHOOL OF CHRISTY 



TWENTY-FIFTK LESSON. 



ON HT7MIEIWY; 



The feflon which Jefus Ghrift has had the 
molt at heart for vs to relifti, is that of humi- 
lity; he inculcates it in every page of his got- 
pel ; and that which has been the' molt confpi- 
cupus m his life,' is humility. No other has* 
faid to mankind, either before or after him r 
Learn that I am humble of heart *. No 

other but he has had a right to give us fuch a 
leflon \ and in order tp have this right, to what 
a condition has he reduced himfelf ? what has 
he not done ? what has he not fuftered ? whit 
has k not coft him ? But at the fame time,, 
after his example, who can refufe to embrace 
his do&rine,. how relu&ant fbever the* pride of 
man may be ? alas! rooted as it is in our hearty 
k cannot Hand againft what Jefus Chrift has. 
done to unroot it, if we rigluly conceive the 
diforder and the* injuft ice of it. 

As it is his own humility which Jefus Chrift 
propofes to our imitation, let us firft of all 
confider what were the chara&ers of humility 
itt this GocbMan. Jefus Chrift was humble as 

much 
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much as a foul could be that knew in the molt 
perfect manner the infinite being of God, and 
the nothingne&of the creature^ and he not only 
had the knowledge of thefe too abyfles- of the 
infinite Being and of the nothing; but he had alfq 
the mod lively and profound fentiment of them, * 
uniting in his own perfon both the one and the 
other. By means of this wonderful affemblage 
of two extremes, the idea which on the one 
hand he had of the grandeur of God, of his 
fovereign dominion, and of the glory that is due 
to him; and on the other hand, of his- own 
lowlinefsas man, of his dependance, and if I 
may be allowed the expreflion, of his abfohite 
nullity, was fucb, that it is impoffible for a mere 
creature to comprehend it. The fentiment cor- 
vefponded with the idea; and the weight of 
the one and the other was fo oppreffive, that 
hh holy humanity would have funk under it, 
had it not been fupported by the all-powerful 
virtue of the divinity. What humility there- 
fore was that, which required the greateft of 
miracles, to enable hi& foul to bear up with 
it ! What mull have been the refpe£l, the 
adoration, the continual annihilation of all his 
created being before the fuprenie Being ! The 
joint homages of angels and of men are no* 
thing in comparifon of his. The mind is loft, 
when it would ftop. to conlider what Jefua 
Chrift as man was in his own eyes, by oppo- 

<wg, 
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fing his own nothingnefs to the divine Beiifg-~ 
foch was the firft character of his humility. 

Jeflis Ghrift was humble, as much as a foul 
could be that was hypoftatically united to the 
divinity, and dependant upon it in all his free 
operations bdth fupernatural and natural. He 
had not one fihgle thought, nor one fingle fen- 
timent ; he did not do one fingle human aft ion* 
through any other principle than that of the 
Word, which rukd his humanity ; never did he 
afcribe any thing, nor refer anything, to that holy 
humanity r as its own work. And how could he 
have done it ? it was not*a perfon; it had no felf; 
in this reipeft it wa9 null, and absorbed in the 
filf of the Word, the finite in the infinite. Who 
could explain, who could conceive this kind o f 
annihilation, and its confequcnces, with refpeft 
to the humility of Jefus Chrift! This virtue 
was in him as ineffable as theumon itfelf from 
whence it rcfulted. ’Whatsoever he thought or 
* faid of himfelf, his thoughts and fayings always 
terminated towards the Word as agent. I now 
alk, were not the gifts of God, the virtues, the 
merits, m fefety and Screened from ail rapine in* 
a foul that was thus a ftranger to itfelf, and di~ 
vetted of property?- Do we now underfend 
fompthing of the faying of St. Paul ? 
Ghrijididjwt pleafi himfelf*. Notwith fending the 
plenitude, on rather on account of the platitude 

■' \ 
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of the Godhead^ that dwelkth in him corporsiiy ** 
according to the fame apoftle, he cquid no* 
have pride or felflove* becaufe the filf which 
in a created being is .the root of both the 0114 
and the other, did not refide m him according 
to his human nature. — Second charade* of his 
humility. 

Jefus Chrift was as humble as he could be, 
who, in quality of reprefentative and furety of 
Eimers, faw himself loaded with all the crimes 
of mankind ; who knew and felt fuliy and dis* 
tindly their malice and enormity ; who bbre all 
the confuiion of them, Who had a proportion* 
able repentance and forrow for them 5 who ao 
knowledge*! himfelf worthy of all ignominies 
and , chaftifements 5 who offered to undergo 
them, who attra&cd them by hie defires, and 
who was always in the immediate difpofition of 
enduring them. Let us fuppofe in every fianjsr 
the fentiments which grace can infpirc bin* 
with after his fin \ let them be in a .degree of 
force and of perfe&tonas eminent as it is pofiible 
to conceive, his humility would doubtlefs be ex- 
treme. Neverthelefs it is true, that the united 
confufion of all finteers put together, never could 
come up to that which Jefus Chrift experienced, 
when he faw himfelf overwhelmed with the 
weight of aft our iniquities. The more holy 
was his foul, the more incapable it was of the 

leaf! 
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leaft (lain, the greater was his knowledge 4nd his 
^ horror of fin; and the more was he humbled 
at that dreadful and univerfal leprofy by which 
he was disfigured.-— Third character of the hu- 
mility of Jefus Chrift. , - 

After this let us judge, as much as we can, 
of the lowly fentiments which Jefus Chrift en- 
tertained of himfelf in that which he held of the 
creature with refpeCt to what he owed to grace, 
and to what he merited from the title of victim 
for (in. And yet his foul was the mod perfeft 
fubftance that ever came out of the hands of 
God; from the firft inftant of its creation, it 
was immediately and irrevocably united to the 
perfon of the Word : and this fingular favour, the 
greateft in the power of God to communicate 
to a created fubftance, included the plenitude 
of all gifts and graces. The fame union of the 
T#ord with its flefh raifed it above the fublimeft 
intelligences, and endowed it with like an infi- 
nite purity and dignity. He was holy with the 
holinefe of God himfelf, and was abfolutely 
impeccable both in foul and body ; and pofieiled 
in the moft eminent degree, or rather above 
every degree and mea(ufe, all perfections and 
virtues. * 

And though there was fo much reafon in ap- 
pearance for his not being humble, yet he was, 
not only outwardly but alfo inwardly the leaft 
and laft of men ; that he confidered himfelf as 

a worm, 
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a worm, worthy to be trampled under foot and 
crufiied; that hechofe for his portion all kinds 
of humiliation* an obfcure birth, a hidden, 
poor, and laborious life, an ignominious death* 
that from his cradle to the crofs he chofe so be 
defpifed, calumniated, perfecuted, outraged in 
his do&rine, in his miracles, in his prophecies^ 
in his titles of Meffiah, of King, of Son of God, 
and condemned as a feducer, hypocrite, a blas- 
phemer. No one has-ever appeared, and no one 
will eyer appear upon earth who has beenfo much- 
humbled, who has fo much wifhed and thought 
he fo much deferved fo to be as the Son of God> 
made man. O ineffable Myftery ! that fuch a 
Mafter had a right to fay to men, what no one 
clfe had faiff to them before : Learn of me % that 1 
am humble of heart : and that if I be humble, 
from my example you ought to be fo alfo: 
fince 1 have only heen fuch, .to teach yon the 
neceffity of being fod 

Pardon, O I+ord, themeannefs of my ideas,, 
and die weaknefs of my expreffions, in what I 
have been faying of thy incomprehenfible hu- 
mility, for my own inftruftion, and for that of 
my refers. What can we comprehend of fo ex- , 
alted a deflbn, but what thou vouchfafeft to un- 
veil ? Alas ! the limits of our mind cannot ad- 
mit it ; and the annihilations of the God-Man 
are not, and never will be perfectly known, but 
to God alone, v - 

And 
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And yet this leflhn is made for us, and there 
Is none to which we ought to apply ourfelves 
more, there is none more fukable to us, and 
none fo indifpenfiWe. Wo unto us, ihould we 
not profit by it ; we were loft through pride, 
and the profound abaft ments of Jefus Chrift 
have faired us : but they will not avail us* unlefa 
we cherilh and praC^ife humility* Let us go 
back to the characters of the humility of Jefus 
Chrift, and let us apply them to ourfelves* 

The firft teafbn for being humble is, that we 
are nothing but creatures. We hold iiot from 
ourfelves either our existence, or our preferva- 
taon, or our natural qualities which are very in- 
ferior oo thofe of Jefus Chrift. O if we had like 
him the . lively idea, the penetrating fentiment 
pf our nothingnefs; of that uothingnefe that 
(hews itfelf throughout our whole being, that 
pierces through every part, that wholly fef- 
rounds us, and out of which we are drawn by 
an all-powerful ha»d, in foch a manner as to 
remain always fufpended, and of ourfelves to 
be always tending to it with our whole weight. 
If we were to join to this idea that of him who 
exifts of himfelf, who exifb ahfbhitely, without 
limits, without meafuTe, without duration, fuch 
as was the idea of Jefus Chrift, how humble 
fhould we be 1 Bat alas ! we are too weak to * 
fupport the immenfe weight of thofe two ideas. 
I^t us* however, mate ufe of the imper£e& 

notions 
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notions which we have of both the one and the 
other, that we may keep ourfelves before the - 
divine Majefty in the humility that is fuitable , 
to a creature. Let us acknowledge that we 
never can be duly refpe&ful, ftfbraiffive, and 
lowly, in the prefence of this fovereign Beings 
which fentiment ought never to forfake us, fince 
we v carry with us our nothingnefs wherefoever 
we go, and fince the fame power which has 
drawn us out of it, prevents us from dropping 
into it again. 

To. keep , us in humility, and do away the 
favourable opinion .which we . have of ourfelves* " 
let us reflect on the imperfections we difcovec » 
in ourfelves ; how limited our underftanding is* 
and how prone our heart is to evil : how unruly 
our paffions ; how imperious exterior objects 
are over our fenfes, and through our fenfeg* 
over our fouL Wc do not precisely know what 
fin in this refpeft has added to our original con* 
dition. But we know that all that is good 
in us comes from God ; and .that pur defe&s 
and imperfections proceed either from the ef- 
fence of oiir nature, or from our own fault. ,, 

What Jolly then, and what an illufion^mUfE 
it be to conceive the leaft vanity from any na- 
tural advantages either of foul or body * and* 
as it almoft always happens, from thofe very 
advantages which are the leaft valuable; to 
afcribe them to ourfelves, as if they w^re our 
s ^ own; 
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own ; to lift ourfelvesup, and tofwell into felf- 
admiration, whilft we deipife others who have 
fiot, or whom we fancy have not, fitch fimilar 
endowments ! What an injuftice and ingrad* 
tilde not to return thanks for them to God! 
end what a monftrous diforder to turn agamft 
him even his own benefits ; to make ufe of 
ear faculties and of our exiftence in order to 
offend him; which faculties and exiftence he 
only could give us to promote his owp. glory; 
That man, who is nothingnefs, ihould think 
that of himftlf he is fomeddng, that he ihould 
glory as if it Was his own, in what has been 
given, him ; that he ihould employ his faculties 
to infult and outrage the Author of his being; 
that he ihould think and a& as if he only ex* 
ifted by and for bimfelf ; as if he was account- 
able to no one for his thoughts and proceed- 
ings, are fo many degrees of pride, the leaft oi 
which is hardly pardonable. 

A fecond reafon fpr being humble : we do 
not depend left upon God in the order pf grace 
than in the order of nature ; and this order 
tof grace is to us of much higher importance. 
Exiftence, it is true, is the bafis of all God’s 
gifts ; but the end which he proppfed to him- 
felf by giving us o.ur exiftence, is a benefit 
which incomparably furpafles this firft gift. 
Being in no need of us, and having created us 
merely becaufe it was his will, and in the man- 
ner 



Digitized by Google 




SCHOOL OF CHRIST. 387 

ner m which he chofe that we fliould exift, he 
has deftined 'us to pofiefs him throughout ati 
eternity, and to be happy with his own felicity. 
He himielf affures us of it ; and all IrevelatioiX 
tends to this great defign, which it both unfolds 
and performs. As this end is fupernatural, the 
proper means that lead to it are alfo fuperna- 
tural; and this is the pure effeCl of the divine 
bdunty; on our part we contribute nothing 
towards it ; and all that we can do is to praife 
and thank God, to devote to him our mind 
and heart, to depend in all things on his holy* 
will, to employ thofe means of falvation with 
which he fumifties us, to make ufe of our free 
will but according to his intentions, and m 
ffiort to fubmit ourfelves to the interior aftiori 
of his grace, which by its lights and attractions 
will lift us up to an end fo fublime. 

With what profound humility ought we not 
to be penetrated, when we think upon what 
we are, and on what God defigns for usl I 
can do nothing towards my eternal happinefs ; 
of myfelf I cannot even form an idea of it, nor 
yet even know the path that can lead me to it ; 
and did I even know it, I could not enter upon 
it, nor take one fingle ftep towards it of my- 
felf. In fhort I am a nullity, an abfolute nul« 
* iity, with refpe& to the affair of my falvation, 
in which I cannot ,be fuccefsful but by an en- 
tire and continual dependance on the aftion of 
s 2 ' God. 
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Cod. It belong* to, him to enlighten my mind 
and to excite my will, which he muft turn and 
determine to, and fix it in that which is good ; 
he mull infpire me with good thoughts, and 
caufe me to execute them the beginning, the 
progrefs, and the end of this great work ap- 
pertain to him alone. On my part, I muft be- 
lieve that I am incapable of anything; I muft < 
be inceffandy diffident of myfelf ; I muft un- 
dertake nothing of my own accord ; I muft be 
in the hands of God like an inftrument which 
he may difpofe of as he pleafes, and to corre- 
fpond by my confent with all the impreffions y 
which he may chufe to give me ; I muft be 
pliable, docile, obedient, attentive, and faith- " 
ful in never preventing him, bul always in fol- ' 
lowing him ; I muft afcribe to him whatever 
good I do, and all that I wifli to do ; in a word, 

I mull live and die in a full conviction and ac- 
knowledgment that I hold every thing from - 
God in the fupernatural order, and that I am 
even indebted to him for the good ufe I make pf 
his gifts. What then remains to me, after that 
I have given , to God that which appertains to 
him? Nothing. In what then can I glory? 
In nothing. 

Thou fpiritual pride, a thoufand^times more 
criminal, as well as more dangerous than that 
which is natural, be thou crulhed apd annihi- 
lated. Ye proud righteous, , who obferve but 

the 
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the exterior of the law, from whence you draw 
to yourfelves a favourable teflimony, be con- 
founded and humbled* Tou are (till devoid of 
the right notion of chriftianity, Cnee you are 
ignorant of the fpirit of it. As long as in the 
leaft you rely on yourfelves, as long as you lay 
any ftrefs on your own refolutions and efforts* 
as long as you appropriate to yourfelves, I do 
not fay any good work, but even the very de- 
fire, the thought, or the firft idea of any good 
work, God rejefts you, and owns you not for 
his children ; thefe refer to him every fuper- 
natural ^ift, and glory only in their own loW- 
linefs, weaknefs, and their total incapacity of 
any thing that is good. Let your pretended 
holinefs be what it will, which in fall is but 
an outward regularity, the moment that pride 
tarnifhes and vitiates it, it is an abomination in 
the fight of God ; which inftead of crowning, 
he will feverely puniih. 

Refled ferioufly on this truth $ and accord- 
ing to the command of the apoftle, work out 
your falvation with fear and trembling # ; know- 
ing that in this enterprife, if left to yourfelves, 
you neceflarily mud fail, and render ineffectual 
every fuccour from above. Whofoever there- 
fore you may be, who may have room to be- 
lieve that this great work goes on and profpers, 
be humble and grateful, and do not retard hoi 

hinder 
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binder the fuccefs of it, by afcribing it to yotuv 
felf, through a fecret pride. 

Third reafon for being humble : we are fin- 
jrers, not by rcprefentation, as Jefus Chrift was, 
but we N are really fo. What do we bring with 
US at our birth ? Sin and an inclination to fin. 
Since we have attained the ufe of reafon, what 
have we done ? We have finned ; we have 
abufed God’s graces. 'Almoft our whole life 
is a texture of fins ; we neither know the num- 
ber nor the grievoufnefs of them ; we are every 
way folicited to fin, from which if we preferve 
ourfelves, it is but by dint of vigilance and 
prayer ; and fhould we be remif$ in our union 
with God, we are on the brink of a fall. What 
motive of humiliation is not that inexplicable 
allurement which we feel within us toward* 
evil, that curiofity we have of acquiring a know- 
ledge of it, thofe deep impreffions which it 
makes on our memory, the facility we have iij 
committing it, and the extreme difficulty in re- 
gifting it, notwithftanding the affiftance of grace ! 
For if once we fall, we never can rife again of 
cturfelves. Who is the man who does not ex- 
perience within himfelf all that is here faid, r if 
he has but allowed himfelf any fqrt of reflect 
tion ? and if he acknowledges it to be t^ue* 
. how cap he be otherwise than humble ? J have 
offended God, and at every inftant I uffr car 
paW e of offending him j fin is always at the 

door 
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door of my heart f and I am violently impelled 
to gnre it admittance; a hundred times God 
has pardoned me my fins, and as often bare I 
velapfed. I tire and exhauft his patience, of 
which I make a pretext to continue to offend 
him* I hare finned with joy, with effrontery, 
and audacity, with a kind of infult and con- 
tempt of God, with obfiinacy and fury* defy- 
ing, as it were, and provoking his vengeance. 
What cogent motives for the moft profound 
humiliation, did we but refle& on God, on man, 
and on fin f 

Neither are we to fayy, to be difpenfed irons 
being humble, that we have finned but feldom, 
or that we have no grievous offence to reproach 
ourfclves with. It may be fo ; there are fome 
fouls who have preferved their innocence; there 
are others who, after a few falls, have returned 
to God, without ever contra&mg any criminal 
habit. But to whom are they indebted ? who 
has preferved them ? who has brought them 
back ? why are they lefs guilty than others ? I» 
it becaufe they were born with a happy temper ? 
But this they hold from God. Is it becaufe 
they have received a good education from vir- 
tuous parents and mailers ? It is God who 
procured them that advantage. Is it becaufe 
they never were in any dangerous circum- 
ftances ? It is God who preferved them from 
them ? Is it becaufe they renounced the world 
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at an early period, and retired into folitude f 
It is God who called them to it. Is it becanfe 
temporal;afBi£Hons, unforefeen difappointments* 
overthrows of fortune, or*fome other fuch rea- 
ibns have induced them to feek for a more folld 
happinefs in the pra&ice of virtue ? It is God 
who, through a fpecial providence, has pre- 
pared' thofe events. I fee nothing in . all this* 
in which they can glory; on the contrary, I 
lee motives for humble and thankful acknow- 
ledgments. The nature of every benefit is to 
’ fender us more humble* efpecially when, on; 
our part, we have done nothing to deferve it. 

Befides, let fuchehriftians wh6 have lived 
with great pUTity of confcience, recal thofe dan- 
gerous occafipns to which they have been ex- 
posed; one only of which was fuificient to be 
their ruin ; and who is the man who has been 
abfolutely fereened from them ? Let them re- 
cal the many temptations which with difficulty v 
they overcame, the many bad thoughts which 
arofe in their xqind, the many .criminal defire* 
which took birth in their heart, and let them 
fay, if they can, what would have become of 
them if God had not watched over them with 
a particular attention. Becaiife they owe more 
to God, he exa&s of them a more profound 
humility, and greater returns of thanks. 

' • O my Saviour, grant that tjjy leffons and 'ex- 
ample may at laft teach me to be humble. 

Thou 
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Thou art the model of all virtues* but efpe- 
ciall y of that ; it has been, if I may fo cx- 
prefs myfelf, the predominant virtue; thou 
haft carried it in every refpcft to an incoraprc- 
henfible excefs, if there could be an excefs in 
humility. . If thou die God-Man r thou the 
holy by excellence, thou the fpecial miracle o£ 
grace, haft been humble beyond all conception; 
what then ought I to be ; I, a creature fo im* 
perfe£b, fo great a (inner, in whom no virtue,' 
no good work perhaps could ftand the fcrutiny 
of tby juftice. How comes it that I find it fo 
difficult a talk to humble myfelf ? Nothing 
(hould feem more natural t6 me. Ah ! it is 
here where I difcovcr the ftrange diforder and 
inverfion which pride, the Tource of afl fin, has 
occafioned in me. The more reafdn.I have ter 
be humble, the more do I refill my becoming 
fo 5 and this is what thy light difeovers to md 
to be that which ought to be the moft kuitfc* 
bling to me. And yet if I mean to be pleafing 
in thy fight, I have no other road to take 
than that of humility. Humility will coYer my 
faults, and fupply my drant of virtues ; it will 
be to me in lieu of merif, and obtain from thee 
an everlafting crown. A men* 
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ON HUMILITY, ONCE MORE. 

Jesus Christ does not fay : Learn of mo 
that I am humble m my difcourfe, in my com- 
gortment, in my whole exterior conduct, though 
moft undoubtedly he was fo : but going ftraight 
tp t^ie effential, he fays r Learn of me that l am 
humble of heart r that is to fay 5 that what ap- 
pears in my exterior, is but a faint expreffioi* 
of my inward difpoiitions ; that I have lowly 
ientiments of myfelf, that as man I not only 
have, no pretenfions to any efteem of myfelf, 
hut think myfelf worthy of contempt, and that 
whatfoever infult or injury may be offered to 
1^, I think in my heart that I am dealt with 
as I dcferve. Thiais in fad true humility ; the 
jfeat of it is in the heart ; we begin by defpifing 
ourfelves from an intimate perfuafion that by 
fo doing we only do ourfelves juftice; after 
which we am Willing that others fhould equally 
do us juilice, and that they £hould r feenv to 
think in the fame manner of us, as we think of 
ourfelves. - 

Exterior humility is neither lading nor fin* 
cere! hut in as much as it flows from this 
, fource : 
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fource: otherwise it is but afie&ation, grimace, 
and hypocritical pride, which on the lead occa- 
Con fhewa itfclf for what it is. We know that 
pride is date (table in itfolf, and that in fa & it 
detefted when it (hews ltfelf without difguifc % 
and that on the contrary, there is nothing more 
amiable and more produ&ive of men’s efteem, 
humility. The proud, therefore, borrow, 
the femblance,and put on the appearance of 
it ^ they affume the tone, the language, and 
manners of it ^ and thus attain to confideration 
and diftinclioxj, which they afieft to reje£; they 
make a merit of a virtue, which they would be 
forty to poflefs; they gather the fruit of it, 
which is what they aim at, without paying at- 
tention to the thing itfelf. Befides, all fucb hy- 
pocrites are apt to unveil themfeives on certain 
unforeseen occafions, and with a little attention 
and difcernmcnt, no one will be their dupe ; ing 
. their feigned humility, there is a fomething fo 
forced and unlikely, which prefently unmaikf 
and betrays them. 

Ifumility o £ heart 23 fimple, frank, and natu^ 
ral \ the bumble man pra&ifes it without think- 
ing of it ; he is humble, not only without feek- 
i#g to appear fo, but without thinking that he 
U fo. For whofoever fhould think himfelf hum- 
ble, on that very account he would not be hum- 
tye. It is effential to this virtue to be hidden to 
the eyes of him who poffcffes iu it is ignorant of 
' , itftlf ;* 
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itfelf; and it is but by means* of this ignorance 
that it takes birth, and preferves itfelf in a foul. * 
To call one's felf humble, would be to great a* 
folly, that I hardly can fancy that any one ean ^ 
fay it; to think one’s felf humble, would be the' 
rife£t of the moft defined and deliberate pride; : 
Jefus Chrift alone, having to inftru£t mankind^/ 
to whom he was given as a model, could and* 
was to have feid : Learn of me that I am humble 
of heart: the reafbA is, becaufe being compofed 
of two natures, and becaufe humility could 
only belong to his nature as man, he was author 
rifed to reveal to men the interior difpofitions' 
of his^Tacred humanity, which,' as I have al- 
ready mentioned not having any felf oi his own, - 
was not fufceptible of any pride, or any felf- 
complacency : and therefore it was not his hu- 
manity, but the Word that fpoke thus through 
the 'organ of His humanity, and difeoyered the ^ 
virtues belonging to it, us much as was necef— 
x fary for our inftru&ion and imitation. 

It is the property of humility to prefervfr 
God's rights* and fecure thenvagainft the ufur- 
pations of the creatures; To God b due the’ 
glory of aH his works ; and thb fo exclufively, 
that he declares that he never will (hare it with 
any one. He exa&s, that in every circumftance 
his glory (hould return unto him untouched ; fo 
that in glorifying hb angels and faints, he only 
me^ns to glorify himfelf. Humility acquits it* 
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fdf towards him faithfully and joyfully of this 
tribute of glory, and would reproach i^felf as of 
the moil criminal theft, the fmalleft referve of* 
it. God on his part beholding that his gifts 
and favours are fafe in an humble foul, delights 
in enriching her with and heaping them upon 
her: becaufe (he neither retains nor appro* 
priates to herfelf any part of them ; and fo far 
from glorying in them, (he becomes the more 
humble. From hence we may judge how plea- 
ling this virtue is to God, fince it is from thence 
that he draws his exterior glory, a right which 
is incommunicable, and of which he is fo jea- 
lous j and how muchjie abhors pride, that in- 
fanely attempts to rob him of jit. 

If glory, of which human pride is fo greedy, 
appertain only to God: what then is due to 
man ? Nothing that he has a right to claim 
or refer to himfelf, either in the natuYal or the’ 
fuper natural order; no praile, no applaufe, no 
.eftcem no fort of glory is any ways due to him, 
either from his good qualities of mind or heart/ 
or hi6 good works of charity or beneficence, or 
his virtues, or the extraordinary gifts and graces 
which he may have received from God. This 
is what humility makes a duty to acknowledge ; r 
and therefore takes no (hare in any Idling of the 
kind : with horror it teje&s all fentiment of va- 
nity, of complacency, of the flighted appropri- 
ation that might arifc in the foul ; and- as to the 

praifes 
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ptaifes of men, without examining or dwelling 
on them, it refers them to. God, and leaves no*- 1 
thing to the creature. 

What is due to a finner, to an ungrateful; 
foul, to one who has offended an infinite M&» 
jefty ? contempt, affronts, ignominies, and tor- 
ments. Humility teaches the chriftjan to fub- 
mit to them, whether they be indited on hint 
immediately by the x hand of God, or that God 
Ihould exercife his juftice through the miniftry 
of his creatures : it teaches him to accept them, 
to cheriffi them, to with for them, to live in. 
them, as in his own element, to be glad to ex- 
piate fey fitch means his, offences againft God,, 
and repair the injury ho., had done to his glory. 
Thus does humility maintain God in all his rights; 
or.reftores to him what pride had ufurped ; and 
it maintains man wi the difintereftednefs, the 
l&denefs, and the nullity that feecpme; him. ? , . T , 

, From hence we may eafily conceive how this* 
virtue obtains the Fjemiflkm of every fin, -by dif- 
arming God’s juftice, and by leaving nothing 
for him to punifh. God,, who is goodnefs it-, 
felf, and whofe mercies are abqve all his other: 
works : God, whp hates nothing of what he 
feas made, who in a, fpeeial manner loves our, 
fouls, who wifhes to make them happy, whcfe 
offers them all proper meafls, who reluctantly? 
Cpnfents to die lofs of them, whdft fee is., in,. 
fomcjBuuner, pmiM- fc kfi&pr 
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impenitence God, I fay, can he do otherwife 
than have pity on a contrite and humbled heart? 
can he do otherwife than reftore it to his fa* 
tout, whilft he beholds it grieved and re- 
pentant for having robbed him of his glory, 
and difpofed to undergo every thing, to yield 
due fatisfa&ion ? He has promifed pardon to 
repentance, of which interior and exterior hu- 
miliation is the principal part} and this hu- 
miliation may be fo profound, as not only to 
efface, but even entirely to expiate even the ' 
greateft crimes. What was it that juftiffed the 
Publican of whom our Saviour fpeaks ? Hu- 
mility. Standing afar ff*% his guilty con- 
fcience not permitting him to approach the 
fan&uary. He would not fo much as lift up 
his eyes towards heaven, dreading left he 
(hould fee his judge juftly irritated againft him. 

In (ign of compun&ion, he Jtruck hit breafa 
and prayed that God would he merciful to him a 
finner . Jefus Ghrift declares that this humble 
publican returned home juftified; whilft the 
proud Pharifee, puffed up with his exteriopr 
^ood works, and preferring himfelf before, the 
reft of his fellow-men, brought home from the 
temple his own condenfmation. > 

Humility fets the price uppn all other virtue*, 
which, have not, nor can have apy value but as 
they arc grounded upon it. If you be ebafte 
:• \ . /Wtolft 

* Lake xriil 13. 
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without being humble* your chaftity will have 
no merit in the fight of God. Pray, faft, prac- 
tife aufterities: God accepts neither your 
prayers, nor your fallings, nor your mortifica- 
tions, if by the worm of pride they are vi- 
tiated. Give alms, exercife all the works of 
mercy, if you feek your' glory before men 5 or 
even if you inwardly applaud yourfelf, and think 
better of yourfelf for fo doing, you have re- 
ceived your reward, you have nothing to ex- 
' ' pe& from God, who only crowns humility, and 
the virtues which are enhanced by humility. 

- 1 fay that God crowns humility, evfen itfelf 
alone ; and that in his fight it fupplies the merit 
of the other virtues. I want no other proof 
for this than the example of the publican of 
the gofpel. Had he died the moment that he 
left the temple, he undoubtedly would have 
• been faved. But in virtue of what ? of his hu- 
mility. What would God have crowned in 
him ? his humility. He had no other merit to 
offer him ; but this alone was fufficient to open *. 
to him the gates of heaven. 
r Not only do the other virtues draw their 
value from humility ; but it is alfo their guar- 
dian, and without it, it is almoft impoffible tb 
preferve them. Are you vain of your charity ? 
you run a great hazard of lofing it. Ate you 
proud of your exterior obferVance of the law; 
you will not long perfevere in it. Do you pre- 
. ' G v . . * fer 
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fer yourfelf before others, on account of the in- 
nocence of your life? You will not be long free 
from fome notable fall; and this fall, fays St. 
Auftin, is ufeful,and even neceflary to open your 
eyes, and cure you of* your pride. That which 
is true with refpeft to virtue, is ftill more fo in 
regard to God’s gifts. Are you favoured with 
the gift of prayer? you will infallibly be de- 
s prived of it, if it ferves to feed your pride. If 
revelations, extafies, raptures, and fuch like 
graces trench in the lead upon ydur humility, 
God will withdraw them ; or, what is worfe, 
he will permit the devil to counterfeit them, 
and throw you into a dangerous illufion. Have 
you acquired great merits in the fight of God, 
by a long life fpent in piety and virtue ? (hould 
the wind of pride begin to blow, in an inftant 
it will dry up, it will blail all the riches of your 
harveft, and leaye you empty handed. 

I (hould hardly finiih, were I to extend to all 
the advantages of humility. It is this virtue 
that difpofes the foul of the finner to receive 
the gift of charity, which when once it. has 
entered his heart, humility becomes it3 infera- 
ble companion : fo that thefe two virtues in- 
creafe and* diminiih in the fame proportion; 
apd that the degree of the one, anfwers to the 
degree of the other. What a wonderful virtue 
mull that be, that is either the bond or the 
certain pledge of our union with Gpd, that 

tightens 
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tighten^ this union, and without which it could 
not fubfift long : and therefore all interior fouls, 
that is. to fay, thofe who ate Angularly united 
with God, are always the moft humble* It is 
by this character 'that they are known; humi- 
lity of mind, humility of heart, that appears in 
their whole exterior ; but a Ample humility 
that is iree from affectation and fhow, and on 
Which they themfelves never chance to refleCh 
The more the knowledge which they have of 
God is elevated, the mote profound is their 
fentiment of their mifery ; the more grace 
they receive, the more they account themfelves 
unworthy of them. All divine favours abaih 
and annihilate them ; they fhun them, they 
repel them, faying to God, like St. Peter, Re- 
tire from ihe, fot I am all fin : and the more 
they fay fo from the fincerity of their heart, the 
more does God intimately communicate himfelf 
to them : there intervenes a kind of combat be- 
tween God and the foul, and it is hard to tell 
on which fide lies the victory ; becauie in pro- 
portion as the foul humbles herfelf, God re- 
doubles his careffes, and reciprocally. How 
pleafing to God is fuch a combat *, and how he 
delights in being overcome by the humility of 
his creature ! 

As to the charity which we owe to our 
neighbour, it is needlefs to fay that the humble 
foul practices it in perfection. Pride alone 

hinders 
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hindertui from firing well with others* it ten* 
ders us difficulty nice, and touchy, and haughr 
tily jealous of what we fancy is our due, and 
very little inclined to imagine that we owe any 
thing to our neighbour. Humility, on the con* 
trary, is meek, affable, and benevolent j it has 
no pretentions, it takes offence at nothing, it 
bears with the faults of others, and places all 
its attention in giving pain to none. 

Human wifdom, which was pretty well ac* 
quainted with the other moral virtues, was no 
ways acquainted with humility. I have no where 
met with any veflige of it, unlcfs in Plato, who 
mentions it once ; but who only means by it a 
certain natural modefty, very inferior to chrif* 
tian humility. Could the philofophers be ac- 
quainted with it without revelation ? They 
were ignorant that man was drawn out of no* 
things they only confidered fin with a refe* 
rence to human fociety, of which it violated 
the order, and hardly with a reference to God, 
whom 4t offends * they had but an imperfe£k 
idea of the maladies of the foul, not tracing up 
to the caufe, nor followmg them in their bane* 
ful effe&s ; they thought dill lefs of grace, 
which is their only remedy ; and without which 
man cannot attain to his b final end, of which 
they were alfo ignorant. How then could they 
b« humble whilft deprived of fuch lights ? The 
lights that diftinguHhed them from the vulgar, 

* . . ; and 
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sad the ialfe virtues of whichthcy made a 
parade, only ferved to nourilh their pride ; be- 
caufe they afcribed their 'lights ^ to their own 
meditations, and their virtues to their own . ef- 
forts. St. Jerome has very properly defined the 
philosopher : An animal, greedy of glory; an efteem 
ofhimfelf, and a contempt of others, conftitute 
hischara&er ; humility is his abhorrence. : 

In defpite of the lights and the precepts of 
the gofpe(, which tend to perfect the reafoh and 
_ the heart of man, the world is nearly in the 
lame Sentiments with the heathens, with tefpedi 
tb this virtue. It is this which (hocks and dif- 
gufts it the mpft* It' cannot endure to be 
fpoken to about, nor to have the prattice of 
it propofed to it. Pride is its principal idol. 

It is through pride, and not to be ranked with 
the vulgar, that it difdains the cxercifes of re- 
ligion; it is through pride that it rejedls the 
belief of the myfteries, and above all, that it 
abhors the ignominies and the infamy of the 
Crofs. The incredulity that is not the efleft of 
pride, is fufceptible of a cure; but the incre- 
dulity of which pride is the principle, is alpioft 
inacceffible to every Remedy. 

The averfion of worldlings from humility, 
leads them to disfigure it, and to form the moft 
falfe notions concerning it. They think it a 
mean virtue, though it i* the nobleft of virtues, " 
that which raifes man the mod above himfelf, 

and 
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and infpires him with the mod generous feriti- 
ments. What is it, in fafi, that degrades man? 
is it truth or falfehood ? To be humble, is to 
thinl^of God and of one’s felf, according to the 
exadt truth. Is it juftice or injuftice ? To be 
humble, is to give to God that which apper- 
tains to God, and to retain nothing of it to 
one’s felf. Now falfehood and theft, two fuch 
mean vices, are they to be reckoned noble, when 
they attack God ? 

The world fets humility down as a cowardly 
and pufillanimous virtue ; whereas on the con- 
trary,, it is Angularly courageous, capable of the 
higheft enterprises, animated and fupported by 
the hope of fuccefs, becaufe it only forms them 
for the glory of God, and relies only upon God. 
What philofopher ever conceived the defign of 
the converfion of the univerfe, and of the dc- 
ftru&ion of idolatry ? Among the many that 
Athens produced, did, any one of them under- 
take to undeceive that city relative to their faife 
gods ? That which j *oud philofophy has not 
even imagined to be pofiible, twelve Jews m6re 
contemptible in their own eyes, than in the 
, eyes of the world, have undertaken, and have 
fucceeded, and their fuccefs only rendered them 
more humble. 

The world holds humility as worthy of con- 
tempt : and I maintain that, confulting reafom 

alone, 

• . j • 
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alone, it deferves the greateft praifes. Yes, 
wbofoeyer liftens to reafon, and according to 
found reafon forms an equitable and definte* 
retted judgment, will be forced , to admire the 
- fentiments, the language, and the condud of 
the man truly humble. It is much rather pride 
that is contemptible and odious, becaufe it is 
nothing but meannefs,' cowardlinefg, and is pro-* 
du&ive of the moft hateful vices : the World 
judges it to be fo j it therefore condemns itfelf, , 
and falls into contradidion, white it'afFeds for 
the contrary virtue an, hatred and a contempt^ 
which in fad it has not. The truth of the mat- 
ter is, that worldlings efteem and love humility 
in others, but they have not fufficient courage 
and greatnefs of foul to pradife it themfelves. 
Let a man through an humility that is ho ways 
equivocal ihon and refufe honours and high na- 
tions, in their heart they admire him; they 
^ judge him to be fo much the more worthy, be=- 
caufe it is a received maxim, that the fureft 
mark of real merit, is to be diffident of one’s felf, 
and to be unwilling to make a figure. In that 
very moment, therefore, they pronounce againft * 
theiir own pride, vanity, and ambition ; and let 
them fay what they will, they fecretly defpife in 
themrelves, what they loudly proclaim to be 
defpicable in others. Humility has always been 
applauded; and pride, at ail times, has been 
ufcivcrfally condemned* , 

O my 
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O my God, what truth, what juftice, what 
real grandeur do I difcover in humility ! and 
withal, what blefBngs, what fupernatural ad* 
vantages are the fruits of it ! I feel within me 
an inconceiveable efteem for, and a moil ardent 
defire to pofiefs this virtue. How great is my 
guilt for not having known it fooner ; for having 
difdained and calumniated it ! O humility, the 
delight of the God-Man, the attraction of all 
the faints, when fiiall I love thee as thou de- 
fcrveft to be loved ! when fhall 1 place all my 
glory and all my happinefs in the poflellion of 
t hee ! O my Saviour, it is one of thy mod 
precious gifts : I aik it of thee, do not refufe it 
me* I fhall not think myfelf thy difciple, but 
from the moment I begin to pra&ife this vir- 
tue. Teach me to cheriih at thine example, 
whatever may inwardly and outwardly humble 
me; and in all my thoughts, words, and ac- 
tions, to have, like thee, only two objeCks, the 
>gk>ry of God, and my own abje&icn. Amen. 
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TWENTY-SEVENTH LESSON. 

\ ' ' 

THE REPOSE OF THE SOUL IS IN HUMILITY. 

’ ; ' * • ^ : . 

After having fai d: Learn of me that 1 am 
humble of hearty Jefus Chrift adds : and you Jhall 
find rejl unto your fouls . He knew of all virtues, 
that which is the mod repugnant to our nature 
corrupted by fin, and the moft difficult to prac- 
tife, is humility. He therefore immediately 
propofes its reward, in order to animate oUr 
x courage. But what reward ? The greateli 
which is in the power of God himfelf to be- 
ftow, the repofe of the foul. An eternal re- 
pofe in the life to come. Though this be the 
falary of all other virtues, it is fpecially that of 
humility, without which all other virtues would 
be devoid of merit. And moreover, a perfeft. 
and conftant repof?, even in the prefent life. I 
fliali confine myfelf to \ the proof of this fecond 
point : As no one doubts that the repofe in 
heaven^is the price of humility. Befides, on 
account of our little faith, that which con- 
cerns our a&ual happinefs affe&s us more 
than what regards' our happinefs to come : 
though there is no comparifon to be made* 
However, here upon earth the one does not 

exclude 
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exclude the other : on the contrary, our 
real prefent felicity is a pledge of our future 
blifs. 

We know from certain experience, that all 
bodies are never properly at reft, but in as 
much as they are in their place : out of that 9 
they imp in a ftate of violence, and never ceafe 
moving, or, by their weight, never ceafe tend- 
ing to move, until they occupy the place that 
is proper for them. Then all motions and all 
efforts ceafe. It is the fame with regard to fpi- 
rits; they are in motion, and are agitated by 
their paffions, as long as they are out of the 
place that is proper for them. Now what is the 
proper place for a foul that is drawn out of no- 
thing, and has but a borrowed exiftence t for 
a foul that is dependant in every thing on 
grace, in order to attain to her final deftiny ? 
for a foul that has finned, and is always liable 
to fin ? It is evidently that place which humi- 
lity allots for her.^ There then ihe will find an 
affured repofe 5 and out of that fhe has no reft 
to hope for. The loweft place in the earth is 
the centre of bodies} and the loweft moral 
place is the centre of created fpirits } and out of 
their centre there is nothing but agitation for 
them both. And this is the chief caufe why 
there are fo few happy ,men upon earth : bp- 
caufe very few keep to the place alligned them 
by humility } and on the Contrary, almoft all 
t mankind 
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mankind ufe their utmoft endeavours to with- 
draw from it as much as is poflible. 

To convince ourfelves of this important truth, 
which is one of the bafes of morality : let us 
Tee what pride on the one hand, and what hu- 
mility on the other, produce in the heart of 
man; and we (hall readily dificover, that as 
much as he is difturbed by the one, fo much is 
lie compofed by the other. 

Pride and felf-love are the two leading prin- 
ciples of the agitations of the human heart; 
and becaufe the objefts by which the heart is 
allured by them both, are incapable of fatisfying 
it ; as long as it is a prey to thefe two vices, it 
mud neceffarily be always in emotion. Self- 
love comes only in die fecond place ; it does 
not (hew kfelf, nor does it aft, but in confe- 
rence of the inordinate efteem of ourfelves, of 
the exceffive complacency in our own excel- 
lence, of the defire we have of what may ele- 
vate us in our own eyes, and in the eyes of 
others ; and of the fear of what may lower us 
in our own idea, and in that of men. Hence 
pride is the profound root 6f the thoughts,, 
fentimertts, and aftions that deprive us of our 
reft. By the contrary reafon, the humility that 
frees us from the agitations qf pride, maintains 
us in a perfeft calm. 

The proud man thinking only of himfelf, Pre- 
ferring every thing to himfelf, feeks not his 

repofc 
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repofe elfe where, but in himfelf ; and never 
meets with it ; becaufe no creature can repofe 
in himfelf. It is the exclufive right of God, 
who borrowing nothing from without, finds a 
perfect peace in the fruition of the plenitude of 
his being: whereas the created being, indigent 
by his nature, is deftitute of that which can 
latisfy him, and muft have recourfe for his reft 
to a fupcrior nature. The proud man, there- 
fore, muft always feel a want, and being never 
full, he is a prey to his defires, to a hunger, 
and to a defpair of ever being fatiated. But 
the humble man, forgetting himfelf and laying 
himfelf afide, grounds his repofe on a folid 
foundation, becaufe he feeks it in God, where 
he is fure to meet with it * nor does he ever 
lofe it, becaufe by keeping himfelf united with 
God, he views not himfelf, and falls not back on 
himfelf. Imagine God to be an immoveable 
centre. The proud man, who retires from this 
centre, is in a commotion, the rapidity of which 
is in proportion to the diftance he is at. The 
humble man, who approaches it as much a$ he 
can, partakes of the central repofe, according 
to his approximation. 

Pride, in fa&, is of itfelf the mod turbulent 
of all vices; and humility, the mod tranquil 
of virtues. The proud man being never con- 
tent with his prefent date, is totally taken up 
with projects of elevation; flioiild the fird 
t 2 - fail 
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fail him, he immediately forms a fecond, then 
a third, and fo on to infinity. Not being able 
to remain in the condition in which God lias 
placed him, he ufes violent efforts to afcend 
higher ; fliould he meet with a fall, his efforts 
are not lefs in trying to rife again. He is to 
maintain himfelf in the poft that he occupies 
againft thofe who try to pull him down ; he has 
to fupplant thofe who are above him, and whole 
place he ambitions ; and as he is not the only 
one who has fi'milar pretenfions, he has ftill to 
fet afide a crowd of rivals, who are neither lefs 
ardent, nor lefs aftive, nor lefs induftrious than 
himfelf. In fo critical a fituation, between the 
hope of fucceeding and the fear of mifcarrying, 
where there are fo many fprings to be put in 
motion, fo many thrufts to be made and to 
be parried, what labour of mind ! what torment 
of lieart ! wholly taken up with his objeft, he 
has not a Angle moment for the poffeffion of 
himfelf. He is habitually diftra&ed, penfive, 
and fad ; there is nothing that amufes him ; he 
lofes his fleep;. the pleafures of fociety for him 
have no charms ; of all men, he is the moft to 
be pitied, let the appearances be what they will, 
and the moft infupportable to himfelf, as well as 
to others. 

The humble man pfefents the ippofite pic- 
ture. Satisfied with his condition, he enjoys 
the advantages of it without envying a better 

• fortune. 
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fortune. In the path where he walks, he lays 
no fnares for others, and, in general, no one 
thinks of laying any for him. Should he meet 
with misfortunes, he patiently fubmits, and 
thinks himfelf mildly dealt with. His mind 
and heart are free ; he poflefles himfelf, and on 
the occafion he is ready to ferve others ; he en- 
joys the innocent pleafures of fociety, where 
an engaging and peaceful joy, and a meek fe- 
rcnity are his constant companions. 

Pride is of all the vices, the mofl touchy, the 
m oft irritable, and the moft vindictive. The 
imalleft trifle, a word, a gefture, a fhadow 
even, a furmife ftings and wounds the proud 
man. The difpofition of his foul may julUj 
be compared to one labouring Under a quick 
and inflamed bodily fore, whom you cannot 
touch, even in the flighted manner, without 
caufing in him the acuteft pain. His imagina- 
tion keeps him conftantly on the alarm, left he 
(bould not be fufficiently noticed ; he interprets 
every thing in an unfavourable light? he is the 
fjrft to hatch his own torment, and takes um- 
brage at thofe who perhaps thought the leaft of 
* giving him difpleafure. When once offended, 
whether right or wrong, he never forgives, even 
when he has had his revenge. Figure to your- 
(elf the tumult, the conflift of die thoughts 
and fentimenta that arife and boil in a heart 
thus difpofed. 

Holy 
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Holy writ has traced to us in Aman, the 
character of the proud man, and the pi&ure 
of the anguilhes by which he is tormented* 
Rich, powerful, honoured with the confidence 
of his monarch, adored by the people who bent 
their knees before him, he was, even from his 
own account, the happieft of mortals ; but be- 
caufe one Angle Jew (hewed him not the 
marks of honour, which he received from every 
cme elfe, his felicity is embittered, he is highly 
indignant, and totally caft down ; he fancies 
himfelf degraded in his dignity, his credit, and 
his fortune. Notwithftanding all the glory, the 
honours, the riches I poffefs, does he fay to 
his friends : I think I have nothings as long as J 
fee Mardochaithe Jew fitting before the king’s* gate*. 
I cannot digeft the contempt he (hews for my 
perfon, the very fight of him (tabs me to the 
heart ; .peri(h he muft, and with him all his 
nation, without' which I would foorier perifli 
myfelf. If for fo flight a caufe his happinefs va- 
nilhes from before him, and fo forely torments 
his foul, we may eafily judge what the inward 
date muft be of fo many proud minds, whofe 
profperity is lefs, and more thwarted than that of 
Aman, and who are expofed to more provoking 
affronts* 

Humility, which nothing irritates, which ren- 
ders a man indifferent either to honour or con- 
tempt, which ftifles in him all fentiment of 

revenge, 

* Either, v. 13. 
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revenge} mult of courfe fccure to him both his 
reft and his happinefs. He never it fufpi- 
cious; nor does he look to read in the eyes 
and the countenance of thofe whom .he meets* 
what opinion they form of him. A want of 
attention* an unguarded proceeding, a flight- 
ing expreffion in no ways ruffle him. Not but 
that he very well perceives when and when pot 
he is properly dealt with ; for the being hum* 
ble* does not remove the delicacy of fentiment: 
but whilft he modeflly returns what deference 
may be (hewn him, he knows how to raife 
himfelf above what might (hock the felf-love 
of another. Even an injury and a formal con- 
tempt move him not from the tranquil feat he 
is in ; and he not only pofiefles himfelf, but he 
forgives, he forgets, and meets with thofe who* 
have offended him with as good a grace, as if 
they had treated him in the molt honourable 
manner. It is thus that he takes his revenge* 
and that more efficacioufly than he who is 
proud : for, barring downright impudence, he 
rarely is twice defpifed. 

The proud man is not always fuccefsful ia 
his projects. As he is blind, he flatters him* 
fclf againft all reafon, he often finds himfelf 
abafed, while he expe&ed elevation; the dif- 
tinftions to which he afpired, are refufed 
him ; he is no longer confidered or thought of * 
he is left to mix with the crowd ; and others 

are 
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are preferred to him, whofe merit he fancies 
rhuch inferior to hisf own. Into what a difmal 
defpair do fuch difappointments throw him ! 
and yet there is nothing more common in the 
career of honours, of wit, and of talents, and 
in every other career where vanity takes the 
lead. 

The humble man, who does not pulh him- 
felf forward, who deems of himfelf much be- 
low what he is really worth, has no fuch dif- 
ficulties to encounter ; fhould his merits or 
talents bring him into reputation, he fets no 
value on the eftimation of men, and only views 
himfelf as he is before God. Should he fail 
of fuccefs in the circumftances in which he 
appears in public, he is not affli&ed, becaufe 
his wifh for fuccefs is no other than a wifli 
that God’s will may be done; and therefore 
which ever way the event may turn out, it is his 
wifli that it fhould be fo, becaufe it is the will 
\ of Gdd. 

God rejtfts the proud, fays the Scripture*. He 
is pleafed to confound them, either through 
juftice, to avenge his injured glory ; or through 
mercy, to bring them home to themfelves. 
Their fellow-men., on their part, through a 
principle of malignity and envy, are well pleafed 
to fee them humbled ; it is one of their, fecret 
wiflies ; *md readily feize every opportunity of 

abafing 

* Jac* xviii. 6. 
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abifing them; the reafon of this is, becaufe 
pride is the moft odious of vices, and the leafk 
pardonable, as it hurts natural equality. Who* 
foever defpifes others, is defpifed in his turn ; 
pride is attacked on that fide on which it va* 
lues itfelf the moft ; it is divefted not only of 
the merit which it falfely affiimes, but even of 
that which perchance it may have : it is pur* 
fued like a common enemy, and people fancy 
that they are enriched by its Ioffes, and elevated 
by its falls* 

The humble man,, on the contrary, is ho* 
noured both by God and men. The more ho 
makes himfelf little, the more is God pleafed 
to aggrandize him : and if, by way of trial, he 
keeps him for a time under humiliation, he 
afterwards indemnifies and glorifies him, there* 
by to glorify himfelf. Scripture, church hif- 
tory, and the lives of the faints teem with fuch 
examples. There is a great number, to whom 
humility has procured, even during life, more 
honours than even the moft ambitious ever 
could have hoped for. Jofeph, David, Mar* 
dochai are moft ftriking proofs. Memalfo are 
naturally inclined to raife humble merit, and to 
allow it more good qualities, than perhaps it- 
may pofiefs. We overlook the defers of the 
humble, we excufe and perhaps juftify them ; 
we wiih to appear equitable and even indul- 
T 3 ‘ gent 
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gent towafds him, beqaufe he himfelf pays due 
regard to, and refpe£ts the rights and preten- 
tions of others. 

The proud, who run in the fame career, cen- 
fure, tear, and crofs one another. They un- 
mercifully torment each other. Like fo many 
wild beads, they quarrel for the fame prey, 
and qnyy each other’s fhare. The humble 
Eve in peace together ; they have no difputes 
with the proud, they do not walk in the fame 
road. . 

Pride is forrowful and fad, aS well as all the 
other pafiions to which it gives birth, jealoufy, 
envy, fhame, fpite, chagrin, fury, and defpair; 
fome of which arc a flow poifon that confumes, 
the others an ardent fire that devours. Whereas 
humility is joyous, and only infpires meek and 
pleafing fentiments. The humble foul, wil- 
lingly dwells with itfelf ; no cloud fhades it, no 
ftorm difturbs it ; it is inacceffible to all paf- 
Cons that corrode and devour. 

Pride goes in fearch of grand theatres, on 
which it may appear confpicuous 5 but it is not 
there where reft is to be found, the afylum of 
which is in a hidden life, where humility finds 
its delight. The feene of the world is tempes- 
tuous ; the more one fhines in it, in whatfoever 
point of view it may be, the more is he agi- 
tated. To acquire! or to fupport a reputa- 
tion 
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Saon is a great torment* Happy is the man 
who lives in obfeurity, and of whofe name, as 
well as exigence, the world is ignorant, or who* 
through humility preferves himfelf from the 
danger of high fituations and a brilliant renown r 
to which he may have been raffed without 
having ambitioned them. 

The fupreme reafon then, and the truth 
{poke through the mouth of Jefus Chrift, when 
he faid : Learn of me that I am humble of heart , 
and you will find refi to your fouls *. The proud 
man has no kind of repofe, neither on the part 
of God, nor on the part of his neighbour, nor 
on his own part. As a man, he has none, and 
muchlefs as a chriftian. In his life-time, he 
enjoys none, and will be a flranger to it in 
eternity. This invaluable advantage is referved 
for the humble man, who under every afpe£k pof- 
fefies it here below, and will poflefs it in heaven, 
with the afTurance of pofleffing it for ever. 

O Repofe of the foul, the aflemblage of 
every bleding, it is according to order that thou 
fhouldeft be the reward of a virtue that fup- 
pofes and unites every other virtue. My great, 
my only intereft, the intereft of my happinefs 
engages me to be humble j and though I had 
no other than this motive alone, is it not fuf- 
ficiently cogent to determine me fo to be ? 

Grant 

* Maltk xi. 29. 
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Grant therefore, O Lord, that I may love hu- 
mility as much as I love myfclf, as much as 
I love my happinefs ; and that I may deteft 
pride as my enemy, as the bane of my repofe, 
as the fir ft caufe of 'the eternal lofs of the de- 
vils and reprobates. 
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TWENTY-EIGHTH LESSON. 

ON THE MEANS TO ACQPIRE HUMILITY. 

From what has hitherto been read of humi- 
lity, I ihould think that the chriftian fcholar 
mult have conceived a high efteem of this vir- 
tue, and an ardent defire of acquiring it. Should 
I be alked for fome method in order to that, I 
refer to thofe authors who have purpofely 
written on this fubjeft, and particularly to Ro- 
driguez, one of thofe who . have treated on it 
the beft. But after all, I fee no method that 
is comparable to that which Jefus Chrift him- 
ffelf includes in thefe two words: Learn of me* 
You have my lefTons in the gofpel ; ftudy them, 
and reduce them to praftice. You have my 
examples ; my whole life is a mirrour of humi- 
lity : form yourfelves upon me. You have my 
inward grace that will folicit and aflift: you to 
profit by my lefibns and examples? What more 
is wanting in order to become humble ? Let 
us therefore adhere to thefe three heads. It is 
a plain method, and does not embarrafs the 
mind $ it is a complete method : for without 
entering into a minute and tirefome detail of 
the precepts and counfels, it embraces them 

all 
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all, and fets them before us as the occafioit 
offers : it is alfo perfect in every refpeft, whe- 
ther it be confidered as to the do£trine which it 
teaches, or as to the model which it prefents, 
or to the fuccours it procures. 

As Jefus Chrift is not barely the Matter of 
humility, but alfo it is he who bellows it, let 
us begin before every thing elfe to , a£k him for 
the love of this virtue ; but this important 
prayer mutt come from the bottom of our 
heart; we mutt frequently repeat it, and in- 
ceffantly perfevere in it; and Ihpw,, by our 
continued felicitations, our eagernefs to obtain 
fo precious a gift. No prayer can be more- 
acceptable to Jefus Chrift : of this we cannot, 
doubt : and he infallibly will hear us, if we be.* 
fincere in our wifhes. 

For how many are there who pray for humi- 
lity, who would be ferry that God Ihould grant 
it them ? This is one of thofe points where il- 
lulion moft eafily creeps in. On reading a good 
book, in a meditation or, in a communion, we; 
may have been moved, and may have felt an 
attraction towards this virtue, and even may 
have prayed fo fr it to God. But we did not r e- 
fleft that to love humility, to defire, and to alk 
for it, is the felf lame thing as to love, to. defire* 
and to alk for humiliations, which are the con- 
comitance, or rather the food of it^ and wi thout 
which, it is only a fine, but a vain idea. Now;. 

if 
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if the bare thought of that which humbles us, 
ftrikes us with horror ; if with all our might we 
repel it, if on every occafion, pride and felf- 
love affume the afcendant, and inftead of oppo- 
fing their fuggeftions, we yield to them, being 
abfolutely unwilling to fuffer any thing difplea- 
fing to them ; in vain do we flatter ourfelves 
that we love humility; in fad we do not wifh 
it> and our prayer is illufory. Let us then ex« 
amine ourfelves on this head, before we put up 
the petition to God ; and without giving fcope 
to our imagination, without making fuppofitions 
too powerful for our weaknefe, let us fee whe- 
ther we be determined and ready to bear with the 
lighted and the mod ordinary humiliations: 
otherwife what would fuch a prayer avail us, 
but to deceive ourfelves, whild in fad we had 
in abhorrence, what we appeared to alk for. 

However there are others, although not very 
numerous, who pray to God for humility in the 
finccrity of their heart, who offer themfelves 
for every humbling crofs that it may pleafe God 
to fend them. This offer, on their part, is a 
real confecradon, and from that moment they no 
longer fliould confider themfelves as belonging 
to themfelves, but as appertaining to JefusChrid, 
under whofe banner they are enrolled. After 
this offering, reiterated as often as grace :fhall 
infpire, they mud betake to the method above 
propofed. 

Let 
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Let them then take the gofpel in hand > let 
diem read it, fupplicating the Lord to give them 
tounderftand it., In every page they will find 
leffons of humility* Let^ them ruminate and 
ponder them » let them apply them to their own 
conduct, and draw from thera practical infer- 
ences conformable to their prefent fituation ; 
and on the occafion, let them make it a point of 
duty to pra&ife thofe leffons, by opppfing the 
repugnances of nature, and by never cealing to 
ufe violence to thcmfelves, until they attain to 
the objeft they have in view. The fir ft e flays 
will be painful, it is what they mud expedt : 
but then they may be affured, that after two or 
three vi&ories matters will be eafier. 

There is not one leffon of our Lord that does 
not tend to abafe human pride ; if we fix upon 
any. one of them, it will lead us to all the others: 
for they are all linked together, they proceed 
from the fame fpirit, and arrive at the fame 
term. Let us invoke him, that he would vouch- 
fafe to grant us to fee that which is the moil ne«* 
eeflary for us* and let us endeavour to reap 
benefit from it. The gofpel will never be of any 
pfe to us, unlefs we ferioufly proceed to prac- 
tice, and to a pra&ice that is analogous to our 
chara&er, to our condition, to our ftate of life, 
and to our prefent difpofitions. 

At the fame tiipe that you are ftudying the 
leffons of our Saviour, give as much, and even 

more. 
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more attention to his examples, which are not 
lefs inftruftive, and to thofe which ftrike you 
the mod. His condud is the fureft and the 
mod perfect explication of his do&rine ; which 
certainly is not favourable to the indulgences 
and the modifications which nature would wifh 
to give it. He has gone infinitely beyond what 
he exa&$ of us, to the end that we may be 
without excufe, if we refufe to endure that 
which is nothing in comparifon to what he has 
done and fuffered for us. 

Obferve, if in any one circumftance he has 
fpoken or afted for himfelf, and to withdraw 
himfelf from the mod notorious outrages 5 if in 
any thing he has fought his own glory ; if he has 
been jealous of the efteem of men ; if through 
fear of bringing on himfelf ill treatments, he 
has either flattered them or concealed from 
them the truth. Bejng fo ftriftly united to the 
Divinity; and charged with the higheft miniftry 
that ever was, fhould it not feem to us that his 
ignominies refle&ed on God himfelf ; and that 
for the intereft of his Father who had fent him* 
he ought to have made himfelf refpe&ed, and 
appear in all the apparel of the majefty of a 
God-Man. It is thus that human fenfe judges; 
thus alfo the Jews his perfecutors judged, and; 
the proud philofophers of the firfk ages of th£ 
church, and the not lefs proud unbelievers of our* 
days. But he has judged otherwife; and though 

he 
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he knew the confequences both with refpe£t to 
himfelf and to his religion, he has chofen, and 
if I may venture to fay fo, he has afie&ed 
whatever could infpire contempt for his perfon 
and for his chara&er of Meffiah. Faith, and 
a very fupernatural faith was neceflary to be- 
lieve in him, and raife one’s felf above his ap- 
parent lowlinefs. We have feen him, fays a 
prophet # , and there was no ftghtlinefs that we 
Jbould be de/irons of him • The Man concealed 
the God ; and never was the Divinity better 
concealed. He difeovers himfelf for what he 
is, but with a marvellous economy, either to 
his difciples, to the people, or to his enemies. 
He (hews light enough to enlighten the former, 
and to confound the latter 5 but he never in- 
fringes on humility $ and no fooner has he 
darted a ray, than he enters again into his for- 
mer obfeurity. If he manifefts only once on 
a remote mountain the glory of his holy hu- 
manity to three of his difciples 5 he exprefsly 
enjoins them filence, till after his refurre&ion., 
He might have wrought confpicuous miracles ; 
his enemies afked for them $ but he always re- 
fufed them, his humility oppofed it;, he only 
wrought miracles of beneficence, without ap- 
parel or oftentation, to reward the faith of thofe 
who applied to him, to whom he generally re- 
commended (Hence. - , - , 

As, 

* U a, Cii. *• 
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As much us God is jealous of his glory, fo 
much has the God-Man neglefted and trampled 
under foot his own ; becaufe he thus enhanced 
that of God. What was his exterior ! What 
did his perfon, his condition, his manners, and 
his difcourfes offer to the fight, that did not 
breathe forth the profoundeft humility? Who- 
foerer confidered, examined, and ftudied him 
with the prejudices of human wifdom could not 
but defpife him : this, indeed, was his inten- 
tion, that no glory (hould be given to him, but 
that in him God his Father might be glo- 
rified. 

I fpeak here only of his exterior humility, 
which even I but (lightly touch: higher up I 
fpokc of his inward fentiments, which furpafled 
all that outwardly appeared of him, and of 
which lefs has been revealed to us by himfelf. 
than by the prophets and the apoftles, David 
particularly, Ifaiah, and St. Paul. 

Chriftian fouls, who wifh to be humble, let 
your mind and heart be always fixed on Jefua 
Chrift. Follow him from his manger to his 
crofs, and at every example fay : fuch was, and 
fuch chofe to be my Mailer, my Model, my 
Saviour, and my Judge. Such was he in my 
name, and holding my place, to teach me what 
I myfelf muft be. I'fhall always fall infinitely 
ffiort of fo perfect a pattern; but I am to 
endeavour to approach it ; and there is no 
1 — chriftianity 
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chriftianity where there is no imitation of 
Chrift. 

But you muft not imagine that without the 
Hght of his grace you can comprehend any 
thing of the pifture which the gofpel fets be* 
fore you. Jefus Chrift upon earth was only 
known through faith ; and he is not known 
otherwife at prefent : and u very particular 
grace will be wanted, to enable us to penetrate, 
kt any tolerable way, into the fecret of his hu- 
mility. To a certain degree, this light will be 
given you 5 but it will increafe in you only in - 
proportion to the good ufe you make of it. If 
in pra&ice you negleft it, it will infallibly quit 
you. If you follow it, it will enlighten you 
more and more, and introduce you by degrees 
into the abyfs of the humiliations of the God- 
Man. 

In order to come to that, you muft entirely 
abandon yourfelf to the guidance of grace ; and 
this is the third head of the method included 
in the faying of Jefus Chrift : Learn of me* Ho 
inftru&s much more inwardly than outwardly, 
and joins fucCour to inftru&ion. Nature only 
infpires pride 5 and grace, which in every thing 
is oppofite to nature, only infpires humility. . 
Pay attention |o that which grace prompts you 
to, it is always to humUf you*, by this mark 
it makes, idelf known, as nature is known by 
the mark that is contrary. 

Now 
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Now grace proceeds more or lefs in die fol- 
lowing manner. It firft of all penetrates the 
chriftian with the fentiment of his nothingnefs, 
of his total incapablenefs of any fu^ernatural 
good, of the neceffity he is under of being al- 
ways dependant on God, and of inceflantly 
having recourfe to him with an abfolute diffi- 
dence of himfelf. It teaches him to retain a 
remembrance of his fins, that h^ may keep 
himfelf under a falutary confufion, and reprefs 
the firft motions of pride ; it warns him not to 
be too ready in flattering himfelf with having 
obtained pardon of his fins, and prompts him 
to expiate them by penance, of which humili- 
ations that are the portion of finners, is the 
principal part. 

It teaches him carefully to conceal his good 
deeds^ and his virtues, not only from others, 
but alfo from himfelf ; never flopping to think 
on them, and never allowing himfelf any vain 
complacency ; it likewife teaches him to be 
filent on the graces he receives from God, and 
to avoid all indifcreet communications, which 
under the cloak of the glory of God and the 
edification of our neighbour, might be fuel of 
felf-love, efpecially with beginners. 

It alfo teaches him not to be troubled at .the 
faults into which he may fall, but quietly to 
humble himfelf without l6fing his peace, and 
even to be well pleafed with it, from the ab- 
\ jeftion 
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' jeftion that refults from it $ efpecially when 
fuefi faults have been, committed before others, 
and might be a lefiening of the good opinion 
they had of him. This pra&ice, that is fo 
much recommended by St. Francis of Sales, is 
more difficult than is generally imagined. In 
this cafe, there is nothing more common than 
to feel vexed through a kind of fpiritual pride, 
which fuggefts to us a thoufand human reflec- 
tions, always clothed with an appearance of 
piety or charity! It is, we are apt to fay, for 
for the intereft of God or of our neighbour, that 
we are pained. It is no fuch thing : it is for 
our own intereft. The humble man repairs his 
fault when he is apprehend ve that he has of- 
fended or fcandalized his neighbour : but after 
that, he is no ways in pain about what people 
may think of him. I here confine myfelf to 
the firft elements of humility which are taught 
by grace. 

One of the things which it puts the deepeft 
into the heart is, that God always is the prin- 
cipal agent* in all that tends to our humiliation 5 
that it is he who to this end employs his crea- 
tures, and arms them for the deftru&ion of 
pride, the radical vice of man/ Convinced of 
this truth, we more readily fubmit and are 
more in guard againft the complaints and the 
rebellions of nature. God, in fa&, makes ufe 
of our fellow-men, in order to humble us ; of 

their 
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their defers, of their malignity, of their indifcre- 
tionj and of their preventions. The haughti- 
nefs of forae, fordes us to yield: the obftinacy 
t>f others, to give way ; the pretenfions of thefe 
oblige us to relent in our’s; the humour of thofe 
compels us to fiipport and put up with many 
mortifications. Malicious criticifms and unjuft 
cenfures try our (enfibility, and render us lefs 
nice and delicate on the fcore of reputation ; 
backbitings and calumnies, make room for many 
facrifices, efpeciaUy Ihould we attempt our own 
guftification, and fail in our endeavours. The 
indifcretion of thofe who report to us what 
others have faid of us, by revealing our hidden 
faults, or fpeaking contemptuoufly of us, muft 
put our humility to the trial, as well as the preju- 
dices which others take up againft us, and often 
are the fource of endlefs mifunderftandings. 

God alfo to humble us makes ufe of ourfelves, 
of the follies of our imagination, of the illufions 
of our mind, of the weaknefies of our heart and 
of its bad, mean, and intcrefted inclinations ; on 
all which we never can refleft, without blufh- 
ing for (hame, and judging ourfelves deferving^ 
of hatred and contempt. 

He makes ufe of the devil, whom he permits 
to annoy us with hutfibling temptations and 
horrid fuggeflions, fometimes more excruci- 
ating to the mind, than any bodily torture. 

Laftly, 
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Laftly, God himfelf humbles us, by giving 
us fuch penetrating ideas of his grandeur, and 
of our own mifery; of his goodnefs, and of 
our own malice \ of his holinefs, and of our 
own corruption, that we know not where to fly 
to deliver ourfelves from them. The confufion 
of Adam, after his difobedience, afhamed be- 
fore God of his revolt and nakednefs, is but a 
faint image of that which a foul experiences in 
fuch a fituation. 

If in thefe different humiliations, from what- 
foever quarter they may come, we remain con- 
ftantly under the hand of God, faithful to 
his grace, and docile to the advice and decifions 
of our fpiritual Guide, we fhall attain to a de- 
gree 6f humility fo much the more eminent, 
that we fhall not even have a fufpicion that we 
are humble, nor ihall we pafs for fuch in the 
opinion of others. 

It is only with regard to fome fpecially chofen 
fouls that God employs the trials that immedi- 
ately come from himfelf or from the devil ; 
and he gives them the necefiary ftrength to 
bear them. But thofe trials that come to us 
from men, are common to all chriftiansj and 
it fhould be our concern to make a good ufe of 
them, for the acquifition of fo precious a trea- 
fure. Let us examine ourfelves feverely upon 
all that relates to humility, whether interior or 

exterior. 
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exterior, and let us negleft nothing in the prao* 
tice of a 'virtue that approaches us the neared 
to Jefus Chrift. 

I feel in me, O Lord, how much my nature 
relifts humility, how much it dreads and repels 
it, by which 1 the more clearly fee how much I 
Stand in need of it. Increafe, therefore, thy 
gyace, that 1 may redouble my prayer, and over- 
come all my relu&apces. Tes, 1 am refolved to 
lqarn of thee to be .humble, to learn it from thy 
loflbns and from thy examples, and to put myfelf 
under thy direction. How dreadful will this 
resolution be to ray pride ! But perilh for ever 
that pride, that has caufed in thee fo much ig- 
nominy and pain. The Source of every diforder 
that is in me, i? my cherifhing this vice, and 
my abhorring humility^ Re-eftabliih, O Lord, 
a?d aflift me to re-eftabliih proper order in my 
nature. Grant me all the courage, all the great- 
nefs of foul, all the conftancyuhat are necefiary 
for fo arduous an enterprife.^ I expert this from 
thy bounty; and 1 ho£e that thou wilt not per- 
mit that a refolution * fo pleaiing in thyiight, 
Should be devoid of effert. Amen. 
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"^WE^V-NINTH LESSON* 

“ON PATIENCE* 



^Tffls ldlbn falls in With that which tre&t# &tk 
the neeeflity ofcarrying Otir crofs ; btit thcrefis 
no inconvenience in returning ‘a ffecond time to 
a fubjeft of fuch importance. Jefus Chrift, aftdfc 
having fet before his difciples the frightful pic- 
ture of what they would have to fuffct from the : 
potentates 6f the earth iri the efthblifliment 6f 
his religion, to Yuppdrt thdm hgainft fuch % ' 
dfeadful peffpe&ive, he adds : In, your patience 
you Jhall poffefs your fouls *; that is to fay, that he : 
promifes to veft them with a fupernatural power 
that fhould raife them above their evilsj atid : 
rrtaintam their fotris'in peace, even in the midlt ' 
of torihents. 

The fequei dfhis Hifcoutfe 1 fbeWt, that WKiHt * 
he was fpeartmvjg’ to the apoftleSi he alfo had in : 
view the primitive chrrftbtns, tbit were betrayed 
by their parents , and brethren , and iinfmen y and 
friends i and to give to this promife its full ex- 
tent, we 'mult &lfo fay* that it regards all true 
chriftiahs, who not only in jScrfeCutioris on ac- 
count pf their faith, but in affli&iofts of every 

kind* 
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Jdnd, Ihould have recourfe to God, and fhould. 
.rdf folely upon him. 

Jefus Chrift has kept his word; and fronrr' 
.age to age we behold it accomplished in ail ‘ 
events whether public or private% The apoftlo6 
in their patience^ poflefied their fouls in their 
immenie labours, in all kinds of evils to which 
they were expofed, and in theirtmartyrdom with 
which they were crowned^' We may judge, of 
the others by St. Paul,.., whole, a&s and epiftles 
clearly teftify that hifrpdicnce reached up to 
herohm, fa . as to.be well pleafed in hi* ftfffer- 
logs, fo as* to glory . in them, fo as io feel in 
jthem a fupetahnndance»of joy.. 

The Jiiftory of the chriftians of die premiti ve 
churchy tbcit apologies^ the* relations of their “ 
martyrdom, equally Qiew. that they poflefled 
their fouls in-their patience amidft the fevereft 
and the moft cruel perfccutions. Their cou- 
rage, their peace, their fereriity were the ad* 
miration of the heathens, though they were ac» 
cuftomed to behold gladiators that were pro- 
digal of their blood, and exercifed to die uncoil* 
cernediy.- The invincible patience of chriftians 
of every age, fex, and, condition appeared to 
them to bo of a very fuperior order, and was the 
chief caufeofotheir qanveffion. In SHTucceed* 
itW'rtgfih tb? laints whom the church has, 
formed, have edified her by their patience under 
nil kinfia gf, crofif s ; Jttd this virtue has always 
u 2 been - 
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■been one of the cbara&eriftics of all true Arif- 
tians. Let us not do them the tojary of com- 
paring to them on this head feme .philosophers, 
of whom hiftory relates fome iftftances Of pati- 
ence. Notwithftandingliis incredulity, feoufleau, 
running a parallel between the death of Socrates 
and that of Jefiis Chrift, is forcedf to own, that 
jf the firft died like a wife man, the fecond died 
Jijce a God. If he had had ecdafidn to fpeak df 
the patien<*e< of martyrs, he could not but have 
acknowledged that it was Something divine. 
And indeed one muft be very unjuft not to allow 
the fuperiority of the chriftians in this 4 refpe£b, 
over the philofophers ; or muft^be much vitiated 
in his principles, not to prefer a religious and 
fupernatural virtue, to a virtue that was meeriy 
human, and the refult of pride, For ^ft^t alfi 
the philofophers attributed their pa tiende to 
ihemfclves, and to the force of their reafon ; 
whereas the chriftians did give, and continue 
daily tb give the glory « of it to God. > 

4 s the - evils of life arednevitable, and as pa- 
tience alone can mitigate them, very ! little re- 
fleftion will, -induce us to agre^hat it* is a ,ne- 
ceflary virtue, though there are. few ' evert 
amongft chriftians who endeavour- to acquire 
it. In order to acquire it, we ought to • begirt 
from afar, and prepare outfekes for great evils, 
by bearing peaceably -thofe^ that- are br&frrary. 
And this is not pra&ifed. I -In trivial matters, 
r - U- we 
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we fufier ourfelves to be led away by impa- 
tiences ; and when heavy pains overtake usp 
we go to an exceb cither of deje&ion or furyp 
of which we ourfelves are" the firft to be 
aihamed, when we have recovered our reafon. 

W e acquire patience only by degrees ; and it 19 
chifcfly with regard to thisvir rue that the maxinr 
of our Saviour is verified : He that is faithful in, 
that which is leafy . is faithful alfo in that which is 
greater * : an ordinary grace is fufficient to pof- 
fefs one!* fclf in fmall troubles either of body 
or mind) but an extraordinary grace is want** 
ing to enable us topoflefs ourfelves in liar dihipt 
cnafiderable in themfeives, or in their durations 
If. you negieft the ordinary grace, the extraor* 
dinary grace which God is* woht to grant, in 
confequence of your fidelity will be wanting 
ta you in time ofc need, and; will leave you to 
ail you* weaknefs. It is therefore neceflary 
that we ihostld begin early to exercife ourfelvos 
in patience on the occafionrf that are daily, m 
order to deietve that God ifhould fupport us op 
thofe that are more rare and difficult. This is 
what we are* tatight >by chriftian wifdom ; bat 
Jew there are who avail themfeives of fuch lef- 
fons, of which footicr or later they furely wHl 
repent. w 

Patience is not & folitary virtue, but inelurfds 
the practice of a great many others*, the virtue df 
'0 3 msefenefe 

' J • Luke xvi. 10. 
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meektiefs and of chaiiityfo bearing with our neighs 
hour ; the Virtue of humility, iu hardandraor-r 
tifying circumtencco; the virtue of detachment 
from^ earthly things, in,the lofsof our property 
and of thofe that are dear to us ; the virtue o£ 
felf-denial, in events that oppofe our will; the 
virtue of fortitude, in all bodily pains; and; in 
general, the virtue of Conformity, to Go&Vwill 
fo all painful 'fltuations and affli&ions. 

Worldly philofophy has exhaufted itfelf fo 
precepts Qn this matter, Epicurus himfelf has 
made it: the bafis of his morality : befog forced 
So own Mi at the phyfical evils in this/ life arc 
more numerous than the bkffiiigs, and there* 
fore that the effential point wa,s to fprtify man 
Sgainft pam. I (hall .not flop to difcufs what 
may be. true or falfe m what the fages of anti* 
equity have written upon this fubjeft. I only 
fhall obferve, that purely human refk£tio®!$ are 
ivery inadequate to our fuppottin adverfity \ be- 
iCaufe every prefent evil a£ts vividly* on :thc ima- 
gination, deje&s the heart, and difiurbs our 
, reafon. Be (ides, fuch a philofophy faggefts no 
-motives that are capable ito determine us to fuf- 
fcr with fortitude; and there are; fame kinds 
of evils,, fuch as thofe that humbleus, agamft 
which it has nothing to offer. / It is not fo with 
^he cjiriftfon morality; this lets before us mo- 
tives the moil powerful in the elation of fins, 
in the eternal reward that is offered, and in the 
* examples 
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*xamp>cs of 7efus ChrHl. Moreover It accom- 
panies thefe motives with a fapematutal fu*- 
«our, which God grants to all who invoke him 
in their fuflerings ; a fuccour that is efficacious, 
■that ftrengthens them, that comforts, the®, and 
-fills them with, a fpiritual joy. 

Patience is a fource of glory to God’. He is 
the only Being who is worthy that we ftould’ 
firifer and Sacrifice ourfclves foT him. He pof-^ 
defies his grandeur when he beholds his crea^' 
turd, in acqutefcence to 'his will, receiving with 
-humble fubmiffion the chaftifements he inflifts, 
yor the pains by which he >puts his love to the 
trial . It is a fource of edification to our neigh- 
hour ; for virtue edifies at aH times ; and there 
is no proof lefs equivocal of virtue, than pa- 
tience, .either in iadverfity, or fickncfs, or in in- 
•jnries and iH-tteatmeots. It is this virtue which 
irt the opinion of the Heathens, has wSflefted' 
Jthe greatell luftre on our holy religion. 

.great is the Gmi of the ebriftianj, were they wont to 
i (a y, wit neffing- their I n vine ible conftancy in their 
-torments. It is alio a fource of abundant merit 
3to .oorfeives. Great iOccifioos offufferingare 
Ijaot very frequeht, ’but tmalL ones offer • them* 
i Selves daily, and almolfc at -every infant. Mow, 
iehe Jeaft enstrariety: borne with fbs God, will 
not go unttswanUd *, and; if this reward bears a. 
proportion to the molenee we ufe with ©uf- 
islves, we may eafily judge how great die re- 
ward 
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ward will beof fome certain crofles which are 
fo difficnit to carry. That which we the moil 
ardently wilh for upon earth; is to be.abie to 
be fatisfied that we really love God : and no vir- 
tue gives vs. a furer pledge of this, than pa- 
tience. We love God when we willingly fu£- 
fer for his fake j and reciprocally we willingly 
faffer for his fake, when, we love him. 

. Finally, one of the nioft precious advantage! 
of patience is' that we poftefs our- foul. To 
poflefs our foul in the rinidft of evils, is to belong 
to ourfelves, it is to belong to God ; .it kf toeti- 
joy liberty, of mind, peace of heart, the only 
■happinefs in life. Afk a patient' man, if He ;be 
content with his Situation : be wall anlVer, hfe 
is : if he had a. wilh. for. a deliverance from or 
even for a diminution of his. fufferiftgs, to the 
prejudice of tte wifl of Gods wit&out hefitaf- 
ing, he would anfwfer iir the. negative. ‘ He 
therefore is happy,;. as much as ohe cair be, w 
fuch a filtration. impatience, 'which robs, us 
of the .pofleflioa -of our foul, deprives us,\ of 
courfe, of the firft of aU .bleffings; befides, in- 
ftead of mitigating 1 ; or>dh<wtening. out. evils*>it 
.adds to. them, and;«i»iUy .'prolongs them, and 
renders.thein not only.ufelefs for the expiation 
lofovt fins, but caufes uo' fo* commitmore; and 
.far . from meriting, any. degree.'; of glory,, it e*- 
.pofcs us ta'pynr&mcnti in the.iifc to won- >' 

- ■ : • ... vx:: ‘J--1 1 r -' a ' v 
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In order to remedy the vice trf impatience* 
-which every way is fo pernicious, and fome- 
times brings on melancholy and defpahr, We 
thould^ apply ourfdves to the difcovery of Jits 
caufes. In fome it proceeds from the vivacity 
of an impetuous Aara&er : m others, from a 
j>eevifli and fretful difpofition: fometimes it 
has its fource inVhatfghtmefs of mind, or a 
Itiffnefs and ftubbornnefs of 1 will. In impatience 
there is aimoft always a great fund of pridei 
Which difpofes the foul to rebel againft God $ 
and it is this pride, when carried to a certain 
pitch, that produces violent vexations, impre- 
cations, and blafphemies. 

The Caufe Once known, we are to apply a 
remedy. There is no harm in employing fuch 
remedies as reafon fuggefts ; it is laudable to 
make ufe of whatever can procure us patience : 
but there would be a degree of folly, and a kind 
of impiety to reje£k the much more efficacious 
means which religion fets before us. We never 
fhall be truly patient, unlefs we are folidly chrif- 
tians. We may obtain honour from men, by . a 
ftoical patience $ we may affe& outwardly to be 
calm, wHilft inwardly we are in agitation ; but 
whilft we have no witnefs, we throw off the 
mafic* or elfe we may (hew courage in bear- 
ing fome bodily pain, but dejc£ied at every trou- 
ble of the mind. We mud be patient in every 
thing, in mind and in heart* in fecret and in 

public* 
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jmblic. Now, grace alone cm make us fuch ; 
which grace, nothing but a chriftian life will 
•procure us. f - r 

, To whom, O my God, is not patience necef- 
fary; and to whom is it fo much fo, as perhaps 
it is to me ? As I canijo^ , forefee what may 
happen to me, , prudence requires that I fhould 
make a provifion of it ; it will be too late to 
think of it, when evils have overtaken me. 
Give me therefore the will and the ftrength to 
pra&ife this fublim^ virtue on daily occafions; 
grant that I may be accuftomed to poffefs my 
foul, to preferve an even mind and a tranquij 
heart ; that I may receive as coming from thy 
hand whatever is painful to me* that I may con- 
fiderit as the means to expiate my fins, to ac? 
quire merit, and above all to apprQve my lov$ 
for thee; and thus to promote thy glory, and 
fecure my own happinefs. Ametu 



r in is. 
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